July 20, 2026

of our Black mothers are held invisible
in our policymaking. They are ignored
and dismissed when they are the ones
who need to be heard the most con-
cerning the cause of maternal health in
our country.

I will continue to amplify their
voices so that all Black mamas can
thrive alongside their families. It is
important that our country saves
Black mothers now and not wait for
statistics to come every single year to
tell us we are not doing our job.

————
HONORING JOANNE RAJOPPI

(Mrs. MCIVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCIVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Joanne Rajoppi, the longtime Union
County clerk who dedicated more than
five decades to public service and
passed away on Thursday, July 16, at
the age of 78.

Joanne made history as Springfield’s
first female mayor, later becoming the
first and only woman to serve as chair
of the Union County Board of Commis-
sioners. She served as Union County
Clerk for 30 years.

Throughout her career, Joanne
worked to modernize county govern-
ment by expanding access to public
records, improving election informa-
tion, and creating new resources for
residents throughout the county.

Joanne cared about our democracy
and did the work of keeping it. That
work is sometimes hard and thankless,
but it is also important. Joanne knew
that.

A six-time recipient of the National
Association of Counties Achievement
Award, Joanne’s leadership and innova-
tion left a lasting impact on New Jer-
sey.

On behalf of New Jersey’s 10th Con-
gressional District, I extend my deep-
est condolences to Joanne’s family,
friends, colleagues, all of those who
loved her so much, and all those whose
lives she touched throughout her ex-

traordinary commitment to public
service.
May she rest in peace.
————
TROOP DEATHS IN JORDAN AND

IRAQ

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with profound sorrow over the deaths
of three American servicemembers
killed in Jordan and Iraq, as dozens
more were injured.

The hearts of the American people
are filled with grief and abiding grati-
tude to their beloved families, col-
leagues, and friends.

Last February, President Trump told
us his undeclared war of choice on Iran
was only supposed to last 4 days. We
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are now on day 143 with no end in
sight, heading toward 5 months.

Curiously, in June, President Trump
said: ‘It is a little bit unfair for [Iran]
not to have some” ballistic missiles.

Their missiles claimed the lives of 25-
year-old James Feehan of Hawaii, 19-
year-old Isabella Gonzales of Texas,
and the life of a soldier whose name we
don’t yet know, plus dozens of injured
troops.

Billions of tax dollars are being spent
and shifted by the Trump administra-
tion, ballooning our gaping Federal
debt, without an approval vote by Con-
gress.

May God bless our troops.

May the leaders of the President’s
party and our U.S. House and Senate
answer the vital questions: What does
victory in the Middle East look like?
Across the region, where thus far the
only troops on the ground are soldiers
from the United States, where is the
coalition for peace?

—————

RECOGNIZING PETER DEMARCO

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my good friend
Peter DeMarco for his 25 years of serv-
ice to the constituents of Orange Coun-
ty.

Most recently, Peter served in the
Orange County Executive Office, where
he was the county’s top, principal ad-
vocate at the California Legislature
and U.S. Congress.

Peter worked for Orange County resi-
dents to support funding for public
safety, healthcare, housing, and vet-
eran services.

Now, Peter begins a new chapter of
public service with Mesa Water Dis-
trict.

On behalf of the people of California’s
46th Congressional District and the
people of Orange County, I congratu-
late Peter on his new position and wish
him continued success in the future. I
thank Peter.

———

RECOGNIZING 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF LONG ISLAND ASSOCIATION

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. LALOTA of
New York was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader. )

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, tonight, I
am honored to host a Special Order in
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recognition of the 100th anniversary of
the Long Island Association.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
an institution that has helped shape
Long Island’s economy, strengthened
its communities, and championed its
future for the past century.

For 100 years, the Long Island Asso-
ciation has served as the leading voice
of Long Island’s business community,
bringing together employers, entre-
preneurs, nonprofit organizations, edu-
cators, labor leaders, and public offi-
cials around a shared mission: ensuring
Long Island remains one of the best
places in America to live, work, raise a
family, and build a business.

Founded in 1926 as the Long Island
Chamber of Commerce, the organiza-
tion emerged during a period of tre-
mendous growth with an ambitious
mission: to promote Long Island’s
unique strengths and expand economic
opportunity throughout the region.

That mission has endured, even as
Long Island has evolved from a collec-
tion of agricultural communities and
seasonal destinations into one of the
Nation’s most dynamic regional econo-
mies.

Today, Long Island is home to world-
class manufacturers, innovative life
science companies, internationally rec-
ognized research institutions, thriving
small businesses, and vibrant down-
towns.

Throughout that transformation, the
Long Island Association has been a
steadfast advocate for policies that en-
courage investment, innovation, and
job creation.

Whether advancing critical infra-
structure projects, strengthening
workforce development, or helping
businesses navigate extraordinary

challenges—from the aftermath of Sep-
tember 11 to Superstorm Sandy to the
COVID-19 pandemic—the LIA has con-
sistently  demonstrated thoughtful
leadership and an unwavering commit-
ment to our region.

Its work continues today as Long Is-
land confronts many of the challenges
that will define our next century, in-
cluding affordability, housing, infra-
structure, energy reliability, and main-
taining a business climate that allows
employers of every size to succeed. New
York’s exceptionally high tax burden
only makes those challenges more dif-
ficult.

Meeting those challenges is essential,
not only for today’s economy but for
ensuring that future generations can
continue to build successful careers
and rewarding lives on Long Island.

Mr. Speaker, I will also recognize the
outstanding leadership of the Long Is-
land Association, who are joining us in
the gallery this evening:

Chairman Lawrence J. Waldman;
Acting President and Chief Executive
Officer Stacey Sikes; and members of
the board of directors, including Billy
Haugland, Katherine Heaviside, and
Luis Vazquez.

Their leadership and the dedication
of countless other board members,
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staff, volunteers, and business leaders
over the past century have positioned
the Long Island Association for contin-
ued success in the years ahead.

[ 1930

As someone privileged to represent
New York’s First Congressional Dis-
trict, I know that Long Island’s great-
est asset has always been its people—
the entrepreneurs, workers, educators,
researchers, veterans, community lead-
ers, and innovators whose talent and
determination make our region excep-
tional.

For a century, the Long Island Asso-
ciation has brought those voices to-
gether in pursuit of a stronger regional
economy and a brighter future.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Long Island Asso-
ciation on this extraordinary centen-
nial anniversary.

On behalf of the United States House
of Representatives and the people of
New York’s First Congressional Dis-
trict, I thank the association, its lead-
ership, its members, and everyone who
has contributed to this remarkable leg-
acy. May its second century be as suc-
cessful as its first.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. GILLEN).

Ms. GILLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the Long Island Association.
For a century, it has been an institu-
tion at the heart of Long Island’s econ-
omy and business community.

I thank Chairman Waldman, Acting
President Sikes, and the association’s
board members who traveled to Wash-
ington this week. It is a privilege to re-
affirm our shared commitment to pros-
perity and opportunity for every Long
Islander.

Long Island’s businesses and indus-
tries contribute more than $200 billion
to our Nation’s economy each year. We
are an economic powerhouse, driving
innovation and discoveries in national
security, medicine, and next-genera-
tion technologies.

Giving Long Island’s businesses a
strong base with no limits on their suc-
cess is how we bolster our local econ-
omy and our way of life.

Core to its mission, the Long Island
Association has been a crucial bridge
between businesses and local and Fed-
eral government leaders. That partner-
ship is foundational to the success of
every entrepreneur, industry, and fam-
ily-owned business that built Long Is-
land.

Our work here in Washington is first
and foremost to deliver for our commu-
nities through bipartisanship and com-
mon sense. Doing so through pro-busi-
ness and pro-worker policies gives our
region the room to grow and stay com-
petitive.

The Long Island Association partner-
ship has been instrumental in helping
meet the challenges that we face. We
must make Long Island more afford-
able to keep attracting world-class tal-
ent and give companies the chance to
invest in themselves.
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That starts with lowering the high
cost and taxes our families and busi-
nesses pay, including fully and perma-
nently eliminating the SALT cap and
undoing harmful tariffs. It means mak-
ing housing more affordable and ensur-
ing every young professional and hard-
working family has a place to call
home.

We must meet our energy needs with
an all-of-the-above strategy and guar-
antee our infrastructure can support a
growing economy. We must cut Federal
red tape and invest in our industries to
fuel greater opportunity across our re-
gion.

I am proud to have worked with the
association and with my Long Island
colleagues across the aisle to tackle
these challenges head on. I remain
committed to being a trusted voice in
Washington for Long Island’s busi-
nesses and workers.

As we celebrate the Long Island As-
sociation’s 100 years of excellence, I
look forward to our continued partner-
ship. Congratulations on this historic
milestone and the beginning of another
remarkable century of service.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
SU0ZZI).

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I am so
happy to be joining with my colleagues
in the spirit of bipartisanship to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the Long
Island Association.

It has been a long journey, where
over 100 years, a few name changes,
under different leadership, and over a
transition from farmland to suburbia
to one of the densest, most productive
regions in the Nation, the Long Island
Association has brought together the
best minds in business, labor, edu-
cation, government, and the not-for-
profit community to lay out a vision to
move our community forward.

The Long Island Association has
helped lead the way to make Long Is-
land one of the most powerful regional
economies in the United States of
America.

Now, the Long Island Association has
not done everything right. In preparing
for this speech, I learned that the Long
Island Association, along with none
other than Robert Moses, proposed a
bridge from Connecticut to Long Is-
land. It might have been a good idea
for business and traffic, but it would
have ruined my beaches.

I have been in public life for over 30
years, first elected as mayor in 1993. As
a result, I had the opportunity to be
friendly with each leader of the Long
Island Association during that time,
from Jim Larocca to Matt Crosson to
Kevin Law to Matt Cohen, and now the
extraordinary Stacey Sikes.

I worked together with Stacey when
I was Nassau County Executive. I saw
firsthand her intelligence, work ethic,
integrity, and her ability to bring peo-
ple together. She, together with our
chairman, Larry Waldman, and so
many other good people on the board,
we realize the Long Island Association
is in very good hands.
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For a century, the Long Island Asso-
ciation has been in the room for nearly
every major conversation about our re-
gion’s future. It helped advocate for
the creation of Jones Beach State
Park. It advocated for the Long Island
Expressway and the Grand Central
Parkway.

It was there for the growth of Levit-
town and the merger of North Shore
University Hospital and the Glen Cove
Hospital, which laid the foundation for
what is now Northwell Health.

The Long Island Association has sup-
ported the growth of research and inno-
vation and has brought together lead-
ers to address the workforce develop-
ment, housing, clean water, energy,
and the stewardship of our natural re-
sources like the Long Island Sound.

The association knows what busi-
nesses and workers need. It knows
where Long Island commerce is pulling
ahead and where it is falling behind. It
understands the challenges we are fac-
ing when it comes to housing, trans-
portation, workforce shortages, and en-
ergy reliability. It knows who needs to
be in the room to ensure Long Island
stays competitive in a rapidly chang-
ing economy.

We need the Long Island Association
now more than ever. In our contem-
porary world, with the division be-
tween Democrats and Republicans and
a fractured media environment, it is
hard to know who to trust. We need the
Long Island Association to continue to
bring us together in search of a com-
mon vision to make Long Island the
best place to live, work, and enjoy our
lives.

The challenges we face today are dif-
ferent than they were 100 years ago,
but the need for people to work to-
gether to cross party lines, to cross
from business to labor, from elected of-
ficials to the not-for-profit community
and education is the same need we have
always had.

We must work together to build upon
the progress that has been made to in-
crease the SALT deduction and make
life more affordable for Long Islanders.

We must work together to build more
housing in downtowns so that we can
expand the tax base and create an envi-
ronment that is attractive and afford-
able to young people, and thereby ex-
pand our workforce and create cool
downtowns.

We must work together to ensure
that our energy is sustainable, reliable,
and affordable. We must work together
to improve our infrastructure, reduce
traffic, and hasten our commutes.

We must work together to protect
the environment and to keep our com-
munities safe so that we can maintain
one of the greatest qualities of life of
any region in the Nation.

Working together, Democrats and
Republicans, in league with our part-
ners represented by the Long Island
Association, we know that Long Is-
land’s best days are ahead.

Congratulations on an extraordinary
first century, and here is to the next
100 years.
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Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, as my
colleagues and I have described during
this Special Order, Long Island’s suc-
cess has never happened by accident.
Rather, it has always been driven by
gritty, proud, hardworking people will-
ing to invest in their communities and
build a stronger future.

For the last 100 years, the Long Is-
land Association has helped lead that
effort, and I have no doubt it will con-
tinue to do so for generations to come.

I once again congratulate the Long
Island Association on its centennial
anniversary, thank its leadership and
members for their enduring service to
our region and wish them continued
success ahead.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. MESSMER).

0 1940
RECOGNIZING KEN EPPLER, OUTSTANDING
HOOSIER

Mr. MESSMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize an outstanding Hoosier
whose dedication to our country did
not end when he took off the uniform.

This week, I will have the honor of
welcoming Evansville Army veteran
Ken Eppler and his lovely wife, Cathy,
to my congressional office here at the
United States Capitol.

Following his service to our Nation,
Ken found great happiness in his in-
credible talent as a painter. He gra-
ciously lent me one of his beautiful
paintings, The Enduring Spirit to dis-
play here in the Halls of Congress in
honor of America’s 2560th anniversary.

Ken served our Nation with honor in
the United States Army, earning both
Airborne and Air Assault qualifications
before serving with the 101st Airborne
Division during the Gulf war.

He later continued his service in the
Indiana National Guard and has made
us all proud as a defender of our coun-
try and a wonderful member of our
community. His commitment to our
Nation is reflected not only in his mili-
tary service, but also in the remark-
able artwork he continues to create.

The Enduring Spirit depicts three co-
lonial children standing together play-
ing the fife and drum while proudly
holding an American 250 flag. To me,
this patriotic painting is a powerful re-
minder that the ideals of freedom and
love of country are passed from one
generation down to the next. It is a
privilege to display his incredible art-
work for my colleagues and all who
visit Washington, especially those Hoo-
siers coming to our Nation’s Capital.

Ken has said that he hopes his art-
work inspires students to love our
country and encourages young people
to learn more about our Nation’s great
history. I cannot think of a better mes-
sage to share with the myriads of peo-
ple who travel to Washington and visit
our country’s Capital.

Indiana’s Eighth District is proud to
call Ken Eppler one of our own, and I
am honored to display his beautiful
artwork which I think reflects the very
best of Hoosier and American patriot-
ism.
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CONGRATULATING EVANSVILLE MATER DEI
WILDCATS BASEBALL VICTORY

Mr. MESSMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Mater Dei
Wildcats for winning the 2026 Indiana
High School Athletic Association Class
2-A baseball State championship.

In a thrilling 6-3 victory in the final
game, the Wildcats captured their sec-
ond baseball State championship in
school history, the last one being back
in 1991.

I also want to recognize first-year
Head Coach Adam Wildeman whose
leadership led the Wildcats to 15 con-
secutive victories, delivering another
championship back to Evansville. This
victory is a proud moment for Evans-
ville, Vanderburgh County, and all of
Indiana’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict.

Congratulations, once again, to the
Mater Dei Wildcats.

CONGRATULATING THE BARR-REEVE VIKINGS

SOFTBALL VICTORY

Mr. MESSMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Barr-Reeve
Vikings softball team on winning the
2026 Indiana High School Athletic As-
sociation Class 1-A State softball
championship, their first State softball
championship in school history.

With a dominant 6-0 victory in their
final game, the Vikings had an out-
standing season with 32 wins and only
one loss, cementing their names in the
Hoosier athletic history books.

This championship is the result of
years of hard work and great persever-
ance. A great job was done by Head
Coach Josh Huff, whose leadership in-
spired the discipline these athletes put
forth to bring home this victory.

Congratulations to the Barr-Reeve
Vikings for making all of us proud in
Daviess County and throughout the
Eighth District, and may they enjoy
their well-deserved summer vacation.
CONGRATULATING TECUMSEH BRAVES SOFTBALL

VICTORY

Mr. MESSMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Tecumseh
Braves softball team on bringing home
the 2026 Indiana High School Athletic
Association Class 2-A softball State
championship.

This marks the fourth State cham-
pionship title the Braves have captured
in the last 5 years and the seventh in
the program’s history.

What an extraordinary achievement,
reflecting incredible amounts of hard
work, discipline, and a great commit-
ment to their teammates and their
sport.

Year after year, the Tecumseh
Braves have set the standard for excel-
lence, as their many big wins show.

Thanks to Head Coach Gordon Wood,
whose outstanding leadership has
helped establish Tecumseh as one of In-
diana’s premier softball programs.

Way to make all of us in Warrick
County proud. I congratulate them all.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE JASPER WILDCATS
GIRLS’ TENNIS VICTORY

Mr. MESSMER. Finally, Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the Jas-
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per Wildcats girls’ tennis doubles team
of Adaysha Smiley and Stella Knies for
winning the 2026 Indiana High School
Athletic Association girls’ tennis dou-
bles State championship.

In a hard-fought straight-set victory,
the doubles team captured the State
title, capping off an outstanding sea-
son. Hats off to these two athletes for
their prowess and sportsmanship
throughout the year, which makes this
big win all the more sweet for the Wild-
cats and the fans.

I also want to give a shout-out to
Head Coach Scott Yarbrough, whose
outstanding leadership has, once again,
guided the Wildcats to another State
championship. All of Dubois County is
proud of this tennis team and these
special young ladies for their impres-
sive victory.

I congratulate, once again, the Jas-
per Wildcats girls’ tennis team.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. MCCLELLAN
of Virginia was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include any ex-
traneous material on the subject of
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Ms. McCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, this
week’s Congressional Black Caucus
Special Order hour is in honor of the
life and legacy of civil rights leader
and our former colleague, Congressman
John R. Lewis, as we mark the sixth
anniversary of his passing last week.

Congressman Lewis led our commu-
nity fearlessly through many pivotal
moments in our Nation’s history. From
his time as a student organizer to
marching in Montgomery alongside Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., up until the
end of his career in the U.S. House of
Representatives, Congressman Lewis
was a beacon of light in our darkest
times.

His legacy continues to inspire not
only this caucus but our country, serv-
ing as a blueprint for protecting and
expanding democracy, defending the
right to vote, advancing the unfinished
work of justice and equal representa-
tion, the unfinished work of making
liberty and justice for all apply to all.

The Supreme Court’s recent decision
in Louisiana v. Callais underscores the
enduring importance of safeguarding
the Black vote. The Trump administra-
tion’s efforts to prioritize the dis-
enfranchisement of our communities
and its efforts to roll back progress
made in making equality apply to all
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