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Mr. HARRIGAN. Madam Speaker,
when Americans think about energy,
they usually think about things that
we can see: oil fields, natural gas pipe-
lines, nuclear power plants, wind
farms.

One of the greatest energy opportuni-
ties in our country isn’t aboveground.
It is beneath our feet. That is why I am
proud to rise in support of my Next-
Generation Geothermal Research and
Development Act, legislation I am
leading with Congresswoman SALINAS.

America has an extraordinary oppor-
tunity to unlock a new source of reli-
able, around-the-clock power. A single
supercritical geothermal well has the
potential to produce more than seven
times the energy of a conventional geo-
thermal well. Experts estimate next-
generation geothermal could ulti-
mately provide up to 90 gigawatts of
electricity right here at home.

The problem is not that our country
lacks the resources, but we lack the
technology to fully unlock it.

This bill helps close that gap. It di-
rects the Department of Energy to
tackle the engineering challenges that
still stand in the way of commer-
cialization, expands real-world testing,
and strengthens the partnerships be-
tween our national labs, universities,
and private industry that have always
driven American innovation.

This is exactly what the government
should be doing, not picking winners
and losers, but helping solve the kinds
of technical challenges the private sec-
tor can’t solve alone.

Reliable baseload power is no longer
a luxury. As AI transforms our econ-
omy, manufacturing returns to Amer-
ica, and electricity demand continues
to grow, we need to be investing in the
technologies that will power the next
generation.

More reliable American energy
means lower costs for hardworking
families, a stronger electric grid, and
less dependence on foreign adversaries.
This bill does exactly that.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman SALINAS for her partnership,
and I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port the Next-Generation Geothermal
Research and Development Act.

Ms. SALINAS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league Mr. HARRIGAN for his leadership
on this sensible, bipartisan bill, and I
urge everyone to vote ‘“‘yes” on H.R.
8790. I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Madam Speaker, the need for the
United States to increase reliable base-
load energy is very clear.

To help meet this demand, the House
has recently passed multiple bills to
accelerate the development of geo-
thermal energy. This legislation builds
on those efforts and will help geo-
thermal play an even greater role in
meeting our Nation’s energy needs.

H.R. 8790 authorizes and directs the
Department of Energy to support the
research and development of next-gen-
eration geothermal technologies, help-
ing ensure that American leadership in
this emerging industry remains num-
ber one.

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive HARRIGAN for his leadership on
this bill, and I urge my colleagues to
support this simple bipartisan meas-
ure.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 8790, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
J 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 6
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on motions to
suspend the rules previously postponed.
Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 4541; and

H.R. 8823.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

———

EARLY ACT REAUTHORIZATION OF
2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4541) to reauthorize the
Young Womens Breast Health Edu-
cation and Awareness Requires Learn-
ing Young Act of 2009, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 394, nays 6,
not voting 31, as follows:

[Roll No. 250]
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Mr. FINE changed his vote from
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PUTTING PATIENTS FIRST BY
STRENGTHENING PROVIDER AC-
COUNTABILITY IN FECA ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8823) to amend the Federal
Employees Compensation Act to allow
the Secretary of Labor to suspend pay-
ments to medical providers who have
been convicted of fraud, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
WALBERG) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 396, nays 0,

not voting 35, as follows:
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | missed a se-
ries of votes today. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 250
and YEA on Roll Call 251.

———

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS
TO ADVISORY BOARD FOR THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CHILD CARE CENTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOLDMAN of Texas). The Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 2062, and the order
of the House of January 3, 2025, of the
following individuals to the Advisory
Board for the House of Representatives
Child Care Center:

Ms. Sonali Jatin Desai,
Virginia

Mr. Eric Louis Delaney, Washington,
D.C.

Ms. Erin M. Kolodjeski, Arlington,
Virginia

Arlington,
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