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technology is used safely and respon-
sibly.

H.R. 3029, the Nucleic Acid Standards
for Biosecurity Act, directs the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to carry out measurement re-
search and lead consensus-driven
standards development to ensure these
tools can be harnessed in a trustworthy
manner.

Businesses, small and large, in Or-
egon and across the country, will ben-
efit from this partnership with NIST.
These standards will drive sustainable
growth while helping to keep this in-
dustry and the good jobs it supports
right here in America. Through a com-
monsense partnership between govern-
ment and industry, we will unlock re-
sponsible and trustworthy growth that
benefits industry, workers, and con-
sumers across the economy.

Madam Speaker, in closing, I want to
extend my great gratitude to Chairman
BABIN and Mr. McCORMICK for their bi-
partisan work. I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 3029, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, H.R.
3029 is a practical, targeted bill. It di-
rects NIST to develop the science-
based standards and best practices
needed to make the screening of syn-
thetic DNA much more reliable, help-
ing to ensure that the very technology
driving American biotechnology can-
not be turned against us.

That is why this bill earned bipar-
tisan support in the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee and why it
deserves the support of the full House
today.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3029, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3029, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NEXT-GENERATION GEOTHERMAL
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8790) to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to
direct research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercial applica-
tion activities in support of next-gen-
eration geothermal and closed-loop
geothermal systems in various condi-
tions, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8790

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Next-Gen-
eration Geothermal Research and Develop-
ment Act”.

SEC. 2. GEOTHERMAL ENERGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Energy Independence
and Security Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-140)
is amended—

(1) in section 612 (42 U.S.C. 17191; relating
to definitions)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), (3),
@), (5), (6), (7), and (8) as paragraphs (2), (3),
4), (5), (6), (7, (8), and (10), respectively;

(B) by inserting before paragraph (2), as so
redesignated, the following new paragraph:

‘(1) CLOSED-LOOP GEOTHERMAL SYSTEMS.—
The term ‘closed-loop geothermal systems’
means a wellbore or subsurface circuit of
wellbores containing a fluid heated through
contact with the borehole wall.”’;

(C) by inserting after paragraph (8), as so
redesignated, the following new paragraph:

“(9) NEXT-GENERATION GEOTHERMAL SYS-
TEMS.—The term ‘next-generation geo-
thermal systems’ means—

‘“(A) enhanced geothermal systems;

‘“(B) closed-loop geothermal systems;

‘“(C) in supercritical conditions—

‘(i) enhanced geothermal systems; or

‘‘(ii) closed-loop geothermal systems; and

‘D) other innovative energy tech-
nologies.”’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(11) SUPERCRITICAL GEOTHERMAL.—The
term ‘supercritical geothermal’ means en-
ergy derived from a subsurface rock resource
in-situ existing at or above the supercritical
conditions, whether relating to temperature
or pressure, of the primary fluid present.”’;

(2) in section 613(b)(1) (42 U.S.C. 17192(b)(1);
relating to hydrothermal research and devel-
opment), by striking ‘‘advanced geologic
tools to assist” and inserting ‘‘advanced
tools, including machine learning algo-
rithms, to assist’’;

(3) in section 614 (42 U.S.C. 17193; relating
to general geothermal systems research and
development)—

(A) in subsection (d)(1), by striking
“‘among the Office of Fossil Energy, the Of-
fice of Energy Efficiency and Renewable En-
ergy,” and inserting ‘‘across the Depart-
ment’’; and

(B) in subsection (h)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and pub-
licly available subsurface data, including
data reported as part of fossil fuel and min-
ing operations,” after ‘‘geothermal drilling
information”’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraphs:

‘“(C) UPDATES.—The repository established
under paragraph (1) shall be periodically up-
dated in order to carry out the following:

‘(1) Standardize data in a uniform manner
to the maximum extent practicable and en-
able analysis across different projects.

‘“(ii) Enhance the accessibility and
usability of data to increase analysis of geo-
thermal energy and next-generation geo-
thermal systems on regional, local, and site-
specific scales.

‘“(iii) Increase uses of data, including data
viewable by map and organization by com-
mon attributes, such as region.

‘““(iv) Make other improvements in
functionality and usability, as determined
by the Secretary.

‘(D) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—

“(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
enter into a memorandum of understanding
with the Secretary of the Interior, and with
the heads of other relevant Federal depart-
ments, for notifying, sharing, and providing
opportunities for additional data collection
regarding shared geothermal development
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data from projects funded by the Department
of the Interior and each such other relevant
department, including data from mining,
critical minerals, and energy projects, such
as subsurface heat data, seismic data, lithol-
ogy data, boundaries of State and federally
protected areas, and existing transmission
capacity.

‘“(ii) PRIORITIZATION.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, activities conducted pursu-
ant to a memorandum of understanding
under clause (i) shall prioritize heat, lithol-
ogy, and strain profiles through deep explo-
ration boreholes and control points for deep
heat mapping and geothermal development.

‘“(E) REGIONAL DATA PROBES.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior may, in consultation
with the Secretary, commission the drilling
of supercritical geothermal exploration
boreholes in representative geological prov-
inces in the United States to provide control
points for deep heat mapping and geothermal
development. The resulting data shall in-
clude an exploration of heat, lithology, and
strain profiles, and shall be shared publicly
on the repository established under para-
graph (1).

“(F) STUDY ON SITE SELECTION CHARACTER-
ISTICS FOR SUPERCRITICAL GEOTHERMAL.—The
Secretary of the Interior shall, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary, conduct a study on
site selection characteristics in representa-
tive geological provinces in the United
States, including the United States terri-
tories of American Samoa, Guam, Northern
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands, for supercritical geo-
thermal.”’;

(4) in section 615 (42 U.S.C. 17194; relating
to enhanced geothermal systems research
and development)—

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘EN-
HANCED’’ and inserting ‘‘NEXT-GENERATION’’;

(B) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘en-
hanced’ and inserting ‘‘next-generation’’;

(C) in subsection (b)—

(i) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘AND

CLOSED-LOOP’’ after ‘‘ENHANCED’’;

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘and closed-loop’ after ‘‘en-
hanced’’;

(iii) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(iv) in paragraph (12), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(v) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(13) the research topics specified in sub-
paragraphs (1) through (12) in supercritical
conditions.”;

(D) in subsection (¢)—

(i) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (8); and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(7) NEXT-GENERATION GEOTHERMAL TEST-
ING.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall take such actions as may be nec-
essary to ensure that at least one FORGE
site has the capabilities to include next-gen-
eration geothermal testing, including in
supercritical conditions.”’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

‘‘(e) NEXT-GENERATION GEOTHERMAL RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Within the Geothermal
Technologies Office of the Department, the
Secretary shall support a program of next-
generation geothermal research, develop-
ment, demonstration, and commercial appli-
cation activities, including in supercritical
conditions.

“(2) FOCUS AREAS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The program described
in paragraph (1) shall focus on the following
topics:
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‘(i) Well completion.

‘(ii) Permeability creation and manage-
ment, including proppants and packers.

¢“(iii) Materials development and equip-
ment design, including power production,
specific to supercritical geothermal systems.

‘“(iv) Sensor development.

‘(v) Water-rock geochemistry.

‘“(vi) Rock properties.

‘‘(vii) Hard rock and deep drilling.

‘(viii) Any other topics the Secretary de-
termines necessary.

‘(B) PRIORITIZATION.—In carrying out next-
generation geothermal research under the
program described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall prioritize projects best able to
produce iterative data for deep drilling
projects in unique geodynamic settings on
the following topics:

‘(i) Characterization and crustal stress.

¢(ii) Lab work.

¢“(iii) Drilling.

““(iv) Stimulation.

‘(v) Power production.

¢(C) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary may
administer grants to institutions of higher
education and private sector entities to
carry out activities on the topics specified in
subparagraph (A) and, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, share data, results, and in-
formation publicly.

¢“(3) REPORT ON WATER USE.—Not later than
five years after the date of the enactment of
this subsection, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Natural Resources and
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate a report on the fol-
lowing:

““(A) Water use and estimated needs of en-
hanced geothermal systems.

‘“(B) Water use and estimated needs for
closed-loop, and next-generation geothermal
energy production.

‘(C) The ability of next-generation geo-
thermal systems to use brackish and non-
potable water.

(D) The withdrawal and consumption of
water per megawatt hour of next-generation
geothermal systems, as compared to other
power-generation technologies.

‘““(E) Technological and operational im-
provements that could lead to decreases in
water withdrawal and consumption of next-
generation geothermal systems.

‘“(4) NEXT-GENERATION GEOTHERMAL CENTER
OF EXCELLENCE.—

‘“(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
award grants through a competitive, merit-
reviewed process, to National Laboratories
(as such term is defined in section 2 of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801)),
multi-institutional collaborations, public-
private partnerships, or institutes of higher
education (or consortia thereof) for the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) The continuation and expansion of re-
search, development, demonstration, testing,
and commercial application activities appli-
cable to FORGE sites, including activities in
supercritical conditions.

‘‘(ii) The establishment of a next-genera-
tion geothermal systems center of excel-
lence.

““(B) LOCATION.—In selecting National Lab-
oratories, multi-institutional collaborations,
public-private partnerships, or institutions
of higher education (or a consortia thereof)
for a center of excellence referred to in sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall consider
the following criteria:

‘(i) Whether the entity hosts an existing
geothermal energy research and develop-
ment program.

‘“(ii) Whether the entity has proven tech-
nical expertise to support geothermal energy
research.
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‘(iii) Whether the entity has access to geo-
thermal resources.

“(C) PURPOSE.—The center of excellence
referred to in subparagraph (A) shall coordi-
nate among existing FORGE sites, the De-
partment, and National Laboratories to
carry out the following:

‘“(i) Advance research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercial application of
next-generation geothermal energy tech-
nologies, including supercritical geothermal
technologies, in response to industry and
commercial needs, including by partnering
with other academic or research institu-
tions, industry, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and State, local, or Tribal govern-
ments.

‘“(ii) Foster collaboration for education, re-
search, and partnership initiatives in order
to support the technology, deployment, and
workforce needs of the United States geo-
thermal energy industry, including a focus
on next-generation geothermal systems.

‘“(iii) Support workforce development
across the next-generation geothermal sys-
tems energy development lifecycle.

“(iv) Provide educational, technical, and
analytical assistance on next-generation
geothermal systems to Federal agencies, in-
dustry, and State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments.

‘“(v) Collect and disseminate information
on best practices in all areas relating to de-
veloping and managing geothermal energy
resources and energy systems, including
next-generation geothermal systems.

‘“(5) COMMERCIAL-READINESS INNOVATION
GRANTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
award grants to accelerate the development,
testing, and implementation of innovative
technologies identified as areas for improv-
ing the performance of commercial geo-
thermal energy projects using next-genera-
tion geothermal systems.

‘(B) Focus AREAS.—Grants may be award-
ed under this paragraph for innovative tech-
nologies, including the following:

‘(i) Hardrock drilling equipment, compo-
nents, and systems, including bit design and
vibration control.

‘“(ii) Reservoir characterization, well de-
sign and spacing, and completions.

‘“(iii) Data acquisition and analysis, in-
cluding fiber optic sensing tools and meth-
odologies.

“(C) APPLICATIONS.—

‘“(i) IN GENERAL.—An entity seeking a
grant under this paragraph shall submit to
the Secretary an application at such time, in
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary may require.

‘“(ii) PRIORITIZATION.—In awarding grants
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall
give priority to the following:

‘“(I) Applicants, including for-profit enti-
ties and public-private partnerships, with
demonstrated expertise relating to in-field
development and commercial operations for
geothermal energy projects.

‘(II) Projects with the greatest ability to
advance near-term commercial deployment
of enhanced geothermal systems and closed-
loop geothermal systems.

‘“(IIT) Projects that advance the commer-
cialization of geothermal energy projects in
diverse geological conditions or supercritical
conditions.

‘(D) COST SHARING.—The Federal share of
the cost of a project carried out with a grant
under this paragraph shall be not more than
80 percent.

“(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section
$150,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2031. Such amounts shall be derived
from amounts otherwise authorized to be ap-
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propriated to the Office of Energy Efficiency

and Renewable Energy of the Department.”’;

and

(5) in section 617 (42 U.S.C. 17196; relating
to organization and administration of pro-
grams)—

(A) in subsection (e), by striking ‘Com-
mittee on Science and Technology’ and in-
serting ‘‘Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology’’; and

(B) by amending subsection (f) to read as
follows:

‘“‘(f) PROGRESS REPORTS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this subsection and every two years there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate a report that contains the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) A description of the maximum poten-
tial of geothermal resources in the United
States, including a consideration of next-
generation geothermal systems.

‘(2) Information relating to the results of
projects undertaken under this section.

““(3) An assessment of the barriers to com-
mercialization of next-generation geo-
thermal technologies.

‘‘(4) Such other information as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.’.

(b) UPDATE TO GEOTHERMAL RESOURCE AS-
SESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2501 of the Energy
Policy Act of 1992 (30 U.S.C. 1028) is amend-
ed—

(A) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘quadrennially’ before ‘‘up-
date’’;

(ii) in paragraph (1)(D)(ii),
“and” at the end;

(iii) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) to the maximum extent practicable,
by assessing regions of the United States, in-
cluding the United States territories of
American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana
Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, with significant potential for super-
critical geothermal (as such term is defined
in section 612 of the Emnergy Independence
and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17191)).”’;
and

(B) by striking subsection (d).

(2) FIRST UPDATE.—The first quadrennial
update to the geothermal resource assess-
ment carried out by the United States Geo-
logical Survey under subsection (c¢) of sec-
tion 2501 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992, as
amended by paragraph (1), shall be com-
pleted by not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 is amend-
ed by amending the item relating to section
615 to read as follows:

‘“Sec. 615. Next-generation geothermal sys-
tems research and develop-
ment.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BABIN) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise

by striking
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and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8790,
the bill that is now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 8790, the Next-Generation Geo-
thermal Research and Development
Act, sponsored by my colleagues, Rep-
resentatives HARRIGAN and SALINAS.

This bill amends the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to
include novel geothermal approaches
and directs the Department of Energy
to support these baseload energy-pro-
ducing technologies.

Thanks to breakthroughs in drilling
methods pioneered by the oil-and-gas
sector, we can now drill deeper and in-
crease rock permeability.

As a result, regions of the United
States that were once unable to sup-
port baseload geothermal electricity
generation are now viable for power
production.

This comes at an important time as
we race to connect baseload energy to
the grid to ensure that we have both
reliable power and the grid stability
needed to support continued economic
growth and technological advance-
ment.
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The bill directs the Department of
Energy to enter into a memorandum of
understanding with the Department of
the Interior to facilitate the sharing of
geothermal data and to improve under-
standing of the subsurface.

This legislation also provides a crit-
ical update to the Department of the
Interior’s drilling data repository by
including additional data sources, peri-
odic updates, and standardized data to
enhance its overall functionality and
usability.

Curating data from public lands gives
the government, academia, and indus-
try a better understanding of the sub-
surface and the resources beneath our
feet.

This bill also builds upon the success
of the Department of Energy’s Frontier
Observatory for Research in Geo-
thermal Energy, or FORGE, by requir-
ing next-generation geothermal testing
at one or more additional FORGE sites,
if deemed necessary by the Department
of Energy.

Research conducted at FORGE has
provided clear evidence that, through
innovative drilling, next-generation
geothermal systems can be used to gen-
erate power.

The Next-Generation Geothermal Re-
search and Development Act authorizes
the Department of Energy to foster
this emerging industry by awarding
grants to accelerate the development,
testing, and implementation of innova-
tive technologies that improve the per-
formance of next-generation geo-
thermal energy projects.
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Madam Speaker, I will express my
appreciation for the work of Represent-
atives HARRIGAN and SALINAS on this
legislation, and I urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, July 13, 2026.

Hon. BRIAN BABIN,
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and

Technology, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BABIN: I write concerning
H.R. 8790, the ‘‘Next-Generation Geothermal
Research and Development Act’’, which the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology ordered reported on May 20, 2026.

There are certain provisions of H.R. 8790
that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of
the Committee on Natural Resources. I rec-
ognize and appreciate your desire to bring
this legislation before the House of Rep-
resentatives in an expeditious manner, and
accordingly agree that the Committee on
Natural Resources shall be discharged from
further consideration of the bill. However,
this is conditional on our mutual under-
standing that by the forgoing consideration
of H.R. 8790 at this time, we do not waive any
jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained in this or similar legislation that falls
within the Committee on Natural Resources’
Rule X jurisdiction. We also request that the
Committee on Natural Resources’ Rule X ju-
risdiction. We also request that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be appro-
priately consulted and involved on this or
similar legislation as it moves forward. Fur-
ther, this does not prejudice the Committee
on Natural Resources with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees, and should a con-
ference on the bill be necessary, I appreciate
your agreement to support my request to
have the Committee represented on the con-
ference committee.

Finally, I would ask that a copy of this let-
ter and your response acknowledging the ju-
risdictional interest of the Committee on
Natural Resources in the bill be included in
the Committee Report and Congressional
Record during consideration of H.R. 8790 on
the House floor.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,

Washington, DC, July 14, 2026.
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN WESTERMAN: I write con-
cerning H.R. 8790, the ‘‘Next-Generation Geo-
thermal Research and Development Act’,
which the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology ordered reported on May 20, 2026.

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Natural Resources and appre-
ciate your willingness to forgo further con-
sideration of the bill. I acknowledge that the
Committee on Natural Resources will not
formally consider H.R. 8790 and agree that
the inaction of your Committee with respect
to the bill does not waive any jurisdiction
over the subject matter contained therein.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
included in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of this bill and will in-
clude such letters in the Committee report
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on H.R. 8790. I appreciate your cooperation
regarding this legislation.
Sincerely,
BRIAN BABIN, D.D.S.,
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology.

Ms. SALINAS. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, Americans are fac-
ing an affordability crisis. When I talk
with Oregonians, they tell me one of
the biggest challenges they face right
now is the rising cost of electricity.

In addition to rising demand, aging

infrastructure, rising fuel costs, and
climate-change-driven disasters like
winter ice storms, wildfires, and

drought are also driving up the cost of
electricity. We need more tools to en-
sure we can deliver the reliability and
affordability that consumers need.

Geothermal energy already delivers
clean, round-the-clock power in the
Western U.S. Building on these innova-
tions, next-gen geothermal tech-
nologies can play an important part in
the transition to an affordable and reli-
able clean energy future across the
country.

Oregon is already a leader in this
space, producing the fifth most geo-
thermal electricity in the U.S. Oregon
Institute of Technology opened Or-
egon’s first geothermal power plant at
their Klamath Falls campus, and for 60
years the school has heated buildings
and supplied hot water with geo-
thermal energy.

Now, Oregon is leading the charge
with next-gen geothermal tech-
nologies. Newberry Volcano in central
Oregon is a hot spot—anybody laugh?—
for geothermal innovation. The indus-
try is piloting commercial-scale power
plants there, and they are dem-
onstrating new technologies that will
allow geothermal systems to operate in
extreme heat conditions, which greatly
expands the role that these resources
can play in our energy mix.

This is not just about Oregon or the
Mountain West anymore. Next-gen geo-
thermal technologies will make it fea-
sible to deploy geothermal energy
across the country and serve as a crit-
ical tool in the fight against climate
change. This renewable energy will
help meet America’s energy needs
across the Nation.

The Federal Government needs to
lean in, partner with the private sec-
tor, and ensure these technologies
move quickly to market so that Ameri-
cans feel the benefit sooner rather than
later.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 8790, the Next-
Generation Geothermal Research and
Development Act, will support geo-
thermal research, development, dem-
onstration, and commercialization ef-
forts at the Department of Energy to
overcome the remaining engineering
challenges and take this technology
from promise to reality.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. HARRIGAN).
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Mr. HARRIGAN. Madam Speaker,
when Americans think about energy,
they usually think about things that
we can see: oil fields, natural gas pipe-
lines, nuclear power plants, wind
farms.

One of the greatest energy opportuni-
ties in our country isn’t aboveground.
It is beneath our feet. That is why I am
proud to rise in support of my Next-
Generation Geothermal Research and
Development Act, legislation I am
leading with Congresswoman SALINAS.

America has an extraordinary oppor-
tunity to unlock a new source of reli-
able, around-the-clock power. A single
supercritical geothermal well has the
potential to produce more than seven
times the energy of a conventional geo-
thermal well. Experts estimate next-
generation geothermal could ulti-
mately provide up to 90 gigawatts of
electricity right here at home.

The problem is not that our country
lacks the resources, but we lack the
technology to fully unlock it.

This bill helps close that gap. It di-
rects the Department of Energy to
tackle the engineering challenges that
still stand in the way of commer-
cialization, expands real-world testing,
and strengthens the partnerships be-
tween our national labs, universities,
and private industry that have always
driven American innovation.

This is exactly what the government
should be doing, not picking winners
and losers, but helping solve the kinds
of technical challenges the private sec-
tor can’t solve alone.

Reliable baseload power is no longer
a luxury. As AI transforms our econ-
omy, manufacturing returns to Amer-
ica, and electricity demand continues
to grow, we need to be investing in the
technologies that will power the next
generation.

More reliable American energy
means lower costs for hardworking
families, a stronger electric grid, and
less dependence on foreign adversaries.
This bill does exactly that.

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman SALINAS for her partnership,
and I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port the Next-Generation Geothermal
Research and Development Act.

Ms. SALINAS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league Mr. HARRIGAN for his leadership
on this sensible, bipartisan bill, and I
urge everyone to vote ‘“‘yes” on H.R.
8790. I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Madam Speaker, the need for the
United States to increase reliable base-
load energy is very clear.

To help meet this demand, the House
has recently passed multiple bills to
accelerate the development of geo-
thermal energy. This legislation builds
on those efforts and will help geo-
thermal play an even greater role in
meeting our Nation’s energy needs.

H.R. 8790 authorizes and directs the
Department of Energy to support the
research and development of next-gen-
eration geothermal technologies, help-
ing ensure that American leadership in
this emerging industry remains num-
ber one.

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive HARRIGAN for his leadership on
this bill, and I urge my colleagues to
support this simple bipartisan meas-
ure.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 8790, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 39 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
J 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 6
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on motions to
suspend the rules previously postponed.
Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 4541; and

H.R. 8823.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

———

EARLY ACT REAUTHORIZATION OF
2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4541) to reauthorize the
Young Womens Breast Health Edu-
cation and Awareness Requires Learn-
ing Young Act of 2009, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 394, nays 6,
not voting 31, as follows:

[Roll No. 250]

YEAS—39%4

Ellzey
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