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Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BURLISON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6330, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

BILLION DOLLAR BOONDOGGLE
ACT

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1722) to require an annual re-
port of taxpayer-funded projects that
are over budget and behind schedule, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1722

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Billion Dol-
lar Boondoggle Act”.
SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘covered agency’ means—

(A) an Executive agency, as defined in sec-
tion 105 of title 5, United States Code; and

(B) an independent regulatory agency, as
defined in section 3502 of title 44, United
States Code;

(2) the term ‘‘covered project’” means a
project funded by a covered agency—

(A) that is more than 5 years behind sched-
ule, as measured against the original ex-
pected date for completion; or

(B) for which the amount spent on the
project is not less than $1,000,000,000 more
than the original cost estimate for the
project;

(3) the term ‘‘Director’ means the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget; and

(4) the term ‘‘project’” means a major ac-
quisition, a major defense acquisition pro-
gram (as defined in section 4201 of title 10,
United States Code), a procurement, a con-
struction project, a remediation or clean-up
effort, or any other time-limited endeavor,
that is not funded through direct spending
(as defined in section 250(c) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 900(c))).

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor shall issue guidance requiring covered
agencies to, on an annual basis, submit to
the Director information relating to each
covered project of the covered agency, which
shall include—

(A) a brief description of the covered
project, including—

(i) the purpose of the covered project;

(ii) each location in which the covered
project is carried out;

(iii) the contract or award number of the
covered project, where applicable;

(iv) the year in which the covered project
was initiated;

(v) the Federal share of the total cost of
the covered project; and

(vi) each primary contractor, subcon-
tractor, grant recipient, and subgrantee re-
cipient of the covered project;
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(B) an explanation of any change to the
original scope of the covered project, includ-
ing by the addition or narrowing of the ini-
tial requirements of the covered project;

(C) the original expected date for comple-
tion of the covered project;

(D) the current expected date for comple-
tion of the covered project;

(E) the original cost estimate for the cov-
ered project, as adjusted to reflect increases
in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers, as published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics;

(F) the current cost estimate for the cov-
ered project, as adjusted to reflect increases
in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers, as published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics;

(G) an explanation for a delay in comple-
tion or an increase in the original cost esti-
mate for the covered project, including,
where applicable, any impact of insufficient
or delayed appropriations; and

(H) the amount of and rationale for any
award, incentive fee, or other type of bonus,
if any, awarded for the covered project.

(2) REPORT.—The Director shall submit to
Congress and post on the website of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget an annual
report containing the information submitted
under paragraph (1) for the relevant year.

(3) ForM.—The report required under para-
graph (2) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. BURLISON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, Congress cannot sit
on the sidelines while government
projects continue to soar above cost
projections and run behind schedule.

Each year, the Government Account-
ability Office reports on such projects,
including Federal information tech-
nology programs and National Nuclear
Security Administration projects.
However, there are likely additional
government boondoggles flying under
the radar, falling years behind sched-
ule, or running billions of dollars over
budget.

The Billion Dollar Boondoggle Act
will keep policymakers and the public
better informed about government-
funded projects that are significantly
behind schedule or over budget.

We cannot fix what we do not know is
broken. This bill directs agencies to re-
port on projects that are more than 5
years behind schedule or have expendi-
tures that are at least $1 billion more
than the original cost estimate. The
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Office of Management and Budget is
then required to submit an annual re-
port to Congress summarizing these
troubled Federal projects.

Congress has a duty to oversee the
Federal Government for inefficiency
and waste. This bill informs policy-
makers and allows Congress to address
failing government projects before fur-
ther taxpayer dollars are misused.

A similar bill passed the House in the
118th Congress as S. 1258, and the iden-
tical bill, S. 766, sponsored by Senator
JONI ERNST, passed the Senate in De-
cember 2025.

I thank Representatives
MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS and
YASSAMIN ANSARI for their work on the
House companion bill. It is time to get
this bill sent to the President’s desk.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this commonsense
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I, too, rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1722, the Billion Dollar
Boondoggle Act of 2025.

Congress has a duty to ensure tax-
payer dollars are spent efficiently,
transparently, and with real account-
ability for results, but Federal pro-
grams often fall behind schedule or go
way over budget without Congress’
knowledge.

This bill would require that Congress
be notified of any project that is more
than 5 years behind schedule or $1 bil-
lion over budget. The report would in-
clude explanations of any changes to
the project scope, cost estimate, or
completion date.

This will help Congress perform crit-
ical oversight on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. It will also keep projects
on time and on budget. This is a bipar-
tisan fix to increase fiscal responsi-
bility.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting the bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS).

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I thank Representative
BURLISON for yielding me time and for
his support of this important legisla-
tion, H.R. 1722, the Billion Dollar Boon-
doggle Act.

I also offer special thanks to my fel-
low Iowan, Senator JONI ERNST, who is
leading this bill in the Senate. She has
been a true champion when it comes to
exposing Washington’s waste and pro-
tecting the hard-earned dollars of the
American people.

Madam Speaker, Washington’s worst-
kept secret is its prolific spending
problem. Families in Iowa and all
across this country have to balance
their checkbooks every single month.
They budget. They plan, and when
money is tight, they make it work or
they do without.
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Washington should be held to that
very same standard, especially at a
time when our national debt is inching
toward $400 trillion. However, instead
of accountability, we get boondoggles.

Take Governor Newsom’s high-speed
rail in California. It was supposed to
cost $33 billion and connect Los Ange-
les to San Francisco by 2020. Today, it
is more than $95 billion over budget
and years behind schedule.

After more than a decade and billions
of taxpayer dollars, they are only now
beginning to lay track, and the prom-
ised line between Los Angeles and San
Francisco is nowhere in sight. What
the people were promised and what
they got are two very different things.

However, it is not just California. In
Honolulu, a rail project is $4.8 billion
over budget, with its completion slip-
ping from 2020 all the way to 2031. In
Columbus, a corridor project is 19 years
behind schedule. The Federal Reserve’s
renovation ballooned to nearly $2.5 bil-
lion. Air Force One is billions over
budget and years behind. The VA’s
electronic health records system,
meant to serve our veterans, tripled
from $16 billion to nearly $50 billion.

Madam Speaker, these are not round-
ing errors. These are betrayals of the
people who have paid for them.

That is why I introduced the Billion
Dollar Boondoggle Act. It is simple. It
requires the Federal Government to
publicly disclose any taxpayer-funded
project that is more than $1 billion
over budget or more than 5 years be-
hind schedule. No more hiding and no
more burying the failures where no one
can find them. Sunlight, as they say, is
the best disinfectant.

Here is the truth: The American peo-
ple have a right to know where their
money goes. Every dollar Washington
wastes is a dollar taken from a farmer
in Iowa, a nurse working a double shift,
or a young family trying to get ahead.

I did not come to Washington to pro-
tect its comfortable habit of wasting
taxpayer money. I came here to defend
the people who pay the bills. This bill
puts them front and center where they
belong.

I thank Senator ERNST once again for
her partnership, and I urge all of my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this commonsense legislation.

The people of Iowa are watching. The
people of America are watching. Let’s
give them the transparency they de-
serve.

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, I am prepared to close. I
thank the sponsor of the bill. I urge my
colleagues to support it, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this important bi-
partisan and bicameral government re-
form bill that will ensure the necessary
oversight of the over-budget and be-
hind-schedule Federal projects that
take place.
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Only when Congress and the public
have better visibility into these mis-
managed government projects will we
be able to avoid such boondoggles in
the future.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BURLISON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 1722, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, I
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
EXPANDING WHISTLEBLOWER
PROTECTIONS FOR CONTRAC-

TORS ACT OF 2026

Mr. BURLISON. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5578) to ensure that whistle-
blowers, including contractors, are pro-
tected from retaliation when a Federal
employee orders a reprisal, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5578

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Expanding
Whistleblower Protections for Contractors
Act of 2026”.

SEC. 2. DEFENSE CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEES:
PROTECTION FROM REPRISAL FOR
DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN INFORMA-
TION.

Section 4701 of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(I) by striking ‘““An employee” and all that
follows through ‘‘services contractor’” and
inserting ‘‘A protected individual’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘disclosing” and all that
follows through ‘‘evidence of’’; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A), (B), and
(C) and inserting the following subpara-
graphs:

‘“(A) Refusing to obey an order that would
require the protected individual to violate a
law, rule, or regulation related to any con-
tract, subcontract, grant, or subgrant.

‘(B) Disclosing to a person or body de-
scribed in paragraph (2) information that the
protected individual reasonably believes is
evidence of the following:

‘(i) Gross mismanagement of any Depart-
ment of Defense contract or grant, any gross
waste of Department funds, any abuse of au-
thority relating to any Department con-
tract, subcontract, grant, or subgrant, or
any violation of law, rule, or regulation re-
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lated to any Department contract or sub-
contract (including the competition for or
negotiation of a contract or subcontract) or
grant or subgrant.

‘(ii) Gross mismanagement of any Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion contract or grant, any gross waste of
Administration funds, any abuse of author-
ity relating to an Administration contract,
subcontract, grant, or subgrant, or any vio-
lation of law, rule, or regulation related to
any Administration contract or subcontract
(including the competition for or negotiation
of a contract or subcontract) or grant or
subgrant.

‘‘(iii) A substantial and specific danger to
public health or safety.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘an
employee’” and inserting ‘‘a protected indi-
vidual’’; and

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following subparagraph:

‘(B) it shall not be within the authority of
an executive branch official to request that a
contractor, subcontractor, grantee, or sub-
grantee engage in a reprisal prohibited by
paragraph (1).”’;

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end
the following subparagraph:

‘““(E) Propose appropriate disciplinary ac-
tion against any executive branch official for
any request made of a contractor, subcon-
tractor, grantee, or subgrantee that sub-
jected the complainant to a reprisal prohib-
ited by subsection (a).”’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (8) and inserting
the following paragraph:

‘“(8) CLARIFICATION FOR SCOPE OF WAIVER
RESTRICTIONS.—The rights, forum, and rem-
edies provided for in this section may not be
waived by any public or private agreement,
policy, form, or condition of employment, in-
cluding by any predispute arbitration agree-
ment.”’;

(3) in subsection (f)—

(A) by striking ‘‘an employee’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘a protected individual’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘the employee’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the protected individual’’; and

(4) in subsection (g), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘““(8) The term ‘protected
means—

‘“(A) a contractor, subcontractor, grantee,
or subgrantee of the Department of Defense
or the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, including—

‘(i) the government of each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, an Indian
tribe or authorized tribal organization, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
or any other territory or possession of the
United States; and

‘“(ii) the government of any political sub-
division of, agency of, or instrumentality of,
a government listed in clause (i);

‘“(B) an employee of a contractor, subcon-
tractor, grantee, or subgrantee of the De-
partment of Defense or the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, or a
former employee of such contractor, subcon-
tractor, grantee, or subgrantee whose pro-
tected disclosure or engagement in any ac-
tivity protected against reprisal under this
section occurred prior to termination, in-
cluding an employee of—

‘(i) the government of each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, an Indian
tribe or authorized tribal organization, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Virgin Islands, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
or any other territory or possession of the
United States; and

individual’
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