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Make us wise, first in our asking.
Given the purity of Your wisdom, may
we humble ourselves to receive it.

Aware that what comes from You is
peace-loving and gentle, may we be
willing to slow our tempers and it tem-
per our judgment in the disagreements
we are sure to encounter.

What You offer requires that we be
open to reason and full of mercy. May
the fruit of today’s labors be sensible
and abounding in Your goodness.

Lord, the guidance and grace You
offer us are neither uncertain nor in-
sincere. May we, in our certitude, be
sincere in our engagement, one with
another. May we reflect the sincerity
found in Your wisdom and confident in
Your will for the living of this day.

In Your sovereign name, we pray.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. HURD) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HURD of Colorado led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
HONORING NICHOLAS DALE

(Mr. HURD of Colorado asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor Nicholas Dale,
who gave his life battling the Gold
Mountain fire in southwestern Colo-
rado.

On July 12, Nicholas was piloting a
firefighting helicopter when his air-
craft went down in Silver Jack Res-
ervoir. He was 56 years old and had
traveled from Sooke, British Columbia,
to help protect a State that was not his
own.

We owe an enormous debt to aerial
firefighters like Nicholas. Mission after
mission, they fly into smoke and over
rugged terrain so ground crews can
gain the upper hand and communities
have a fighting chance.

Nicholas is the fourth firefighter to
lose his life battling Colorado wildfires
this past month. His death is a sober-
ing reminder of the risks wildland fire-
fighters and aviators face every time
they take to the sky or fire line.

Mr. Speaker, few Coloradans will
ever see their faces, but everyone bene-
fits from their courage. We thank them
sincerely.
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COMMEMORATING 81ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOMBING OF HIRO-
SHIMA

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate the 8lst anniversary of
the bombing of Hiroshima.

August 6, 81 years ago—which will
happen in a couple of weeks—the first
instance of a nuclear weapon being de-
ployed against a civilian population oc-
curred.

My cousin, Kikue Takagi, survived
the bombing because she was sick and
stayed home instead of being at the
city center at ground zero with her
middle school classmates. The vast ma-
jority of her middle school classmates
perished that morning. She is a
“hibakusha’’; ‘‘survivor” of the atomic
bombing.

The U.S. and Russia had the New
START Treaty which limited the num-
ber of nuclear warheads in both of their
respective arsenals. This year the
Trump administration allowed it to ex-
pire, dealing a major blow to arms con-
trol efforts. We must not allow neg-
ligence or indifference to lead to a dis-
aster in the absence of diplomatic safe-
guards.

Mr. Speaker, I call on Congress, the
President, and all of us to return to
leadership in reversing the arms con-
trol race.

———

RECOGNIZING STEVE AND JULIA
MOORE

(Mrs. HOUCHIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize two exceptional
leaders from Indiana’s Ninth District,
Steve and Julia Moore, whose commit-
ment to protecting children has earned
them the honor of having their names
added to the founders wall at Johns
Hopkins University.

The founders wall honors individuals
whose generosity and commitment
have made a lasting impact on the mis-
sion at Johns HopKkins.

Through their support of the MOORE
Center to prevent child sexual abuse,
Steve and Julia have played a vital
role in furthering groundbreaking re-
search, education, and prevention ef-
forts, focused on ending child sexual
abuse.

For the Moores, this mission is deep-
ly personal. After experiencing the
lasting effects of child sexual abuse
within their own family, Steve and
Julia made a courageous decision to
use their story and family name to
bring awareness to an issue that has
often remained hidden and to help
break the cycle of abuse.

Through the MOORE Center, they
have transformed a personal hardship
into a mission of help, bringing a
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greater awareness, supporting preven-
tion-based solutions, and helping pro-
tect future generations from experi-
encing the lasting effects of child sex-
ual abuse.

Mr. Speaker, the addition of Steve
and Julia Moore’s names to the found-
ers wall at Johns Hopkins is a fitting
recognition of their dedication to serv-
ing others and improving the lives of
children and families. I am proud to
recognize them on this well-deserved
honor and thank them for their ex-
traordinary generosity and service to
protecting children and strengthening
families for generations to come.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1430

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TAYLOR) at 2 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

CHOICES FOR INCREASED
MOBILITY ACT OF 2026

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1703) to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to clarify payment
rules for manual wheelchairs under
part B of the Medicare program, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1703

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Choices for In-
creased Mobility Act of 2026°°.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL RULES RELATED TO TREATMENT
OF CERTAIN MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS
UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

Section 1834(a) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(a)) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

““(24) SPECIAL RULES RELATED TO TREATMENT
OF CERTAIN MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS.—

‘“(A) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH SEPARATE
HCPCS CODES FOR CERTAIN MANUAL WHEEL-
CHAIRS.—With respect to ultralightweight man-
ual wheelchairs payable under this subsection
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furnished on or after January 1, 2028, the Sec-
retary shall establish two or more HCPCS codes,
as determined appropriate by the Secretary, for
the base of such a wheelchair depending on the
construction material used in such base (with 1
or more such codes for such a base with tita-
nium or carbon fiber construction material and
1 or more such codes for such a base without
such materials).

‘“(B) PAYMENT AND BENEFICIARY PROTEC-
TIONS.—

‘(i) PAYMENT.—Omn or after January 1, 2028,
in the case where an individual purchases or
rents from a supplier an ultralightweight man-
ual wheelchair that has titanium or carbon fiber
construction material used in the base of such
wheelchair, payment to the supplier shall be
made in the frequency and amount as would
otherwise be made under this subsection (as de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A)) for such wheel-
chair.

‘“(it) BENEFICIARY CHARGES.—The supplier
may charge the individual the difference be-
tween the supplier’s actual charge for such
wheelchair and the payment amount described
in clause (i) for such wheelchair.

“‘(iii)) BENEFICIARY PROTECTIONS.—In order to
inform an individual of the individual’s poten-
tial financial liability under clause (ii), the Sec-
retary may require a supplier to issue a notice to
the individual (in a form and manner deter-
mined by the Secretary) prior to the purchase or
rental of such ultralightweight manual wheel-
chair by such individual.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on the legis-
lation and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1703.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
JOYCE), my good friend, the sponsor of
this legislation, a valuable member of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
and head of the Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of my
legislation, H.R. 1703, the Choices for
Increased Mobility Act.

This important piece of legislation
clarifies the payment rules for manual
wheelchairs under Medicare part B.

The bill allows Medicare patients the
choice to decide whether a titanium or
a carbon-fiber wheelchair is right for
them, giving patients the option to pay
out of pocket for wheelchair upgrades
if that is their choice.

To restore this choice for Medicare
patients, this bill creates two new
wheelchair codes and enables upgrades
within existing codes. Importantly,
this will remove barriers to patients,
allowing the patient to access the up-
graded benefit at no additional cost to
CMS.
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We must remove obstacles that pre-
vent patients from taking full advan-
tage of their Medicare benefits and
give them the freedom to choose the
equipment that is right for the patient,
a decision that has profound impacts
on their individual lives.

This bipartisan legislation will re-
move the barrier that has impeded ac-
cess to lightweight wheelchair options
for individuals with mobility impair-
ments since 2016.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to see this
important bill come to the House floor
today, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak on H.R.
1703, the Choices for Increased Mobility
Act.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will clarify
Medicare payment rules for ultra light-
weight manual wheelchairs and allow
Medicare beneficiaries to upgrade to
wheelchairs with titanium or carbon
fiber materials at their own cost.

The bill would give beneficiaries the
choice to select a wide range of wheel-
chairs. Under the bill, seniors would
have the choice to acquire a wheelchair
with titanium or carbon fiber mate-
rials through the Medicare program
with additional out-of-pocket costs. I
am glad that the bill would require
suppliers to notify beneficiaries of the
additional financial liability.

Mr. Speaker, while I support this bill,
I am concerned that the bill only helps
higher income seniors who can afford
to pay out of pocket for these addi-
tional upgrades beyond what is covered
under the Medicare program. The uni-
versality of the Medicare program and
the fact that all beneficiaries have ac-
cess to the same benefits is an impor-
tant principle in my opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 1703, led by my good
friend who previously spoke, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE).

Medicare beneficiaries should not be
limited in their ability to access the
right wheelchair to help them move
freely in their daily lives. Ultimately,
the payment clarifications in this leg-
islation are intended to improve access
to wheelchair upgrades among Medi-
care beneficiaries who choose to do so.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers on this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to support this
bipartisan bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

This is a bipartisan bill. It is some-
thing we all support, and I thank my
colleagues for supporting it.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1703, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DESTRUCTION OF HAZARDOUS
IMPORTS ACT

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2715) to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to extend the
destruction authority of the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to arti-
cles that present a significant public
health concern, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2715

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Destruction of
Hazardous Imports Act’’.

SEC. 2. DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN REFUSED AR-
TICLES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 801 of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 381) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(v) DESTRUCTION OF REFUSED ARTICLES PRE-
SENTING SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC HEALTH CON-
CERNS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of Health
and Human Services finds that an article that
has been refused admission under subsection (a)
presents a significant public health concern, the
Secretary may issue to the owner or consignee of
the article an order to destroy the article, with-
out the opportunity for export.

‘““(2) DEADLINE; COSTS.—Not later than 90 days
after the issuance of an order under paragraph
(1), the owner or consignee of the article shall
destroy the article. The owner or consignee shall
be responsible for the costs of such destruction.

‘““(3) DUE PROCESS.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall provide to the owner
or consignee of an article subject to an order
under paragraph (1) appropriate due process
prior to the destruction of the article. Such due
process shall be specified in regulations and in-
clude notice and an opportunity to appear be-
fore the Secretary and introduce testimony on
the destruction—

‘““(A) in combination with the notice and op-
portunity to appear and introduce testimony on
the refusal of admission of the article under
subsection (a); or

‘““(B) separately.’.

(b) PROHIBITED ACTS.—Section 301 of the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
331) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““(G57) The unauthorized movement, or intro-
duction or delivery for introduction into inter-
state commerce, including export, of an article
that is subject to an order for destruction under
section 801(v).”’.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) shall apply to articles be-
ginning on the date that is 30 days after the
date on which the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, acting through the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, promulgates final
regulations under subsection (d).
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