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REMEMBERING SREBRENICA
MASSACRE

(Mr. BELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
as the proud Representative of the
largest Bosniak population outside of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and to stand in
solidarity with them.

Over the weekend, we marked 31
years since more than 8,300 Bosniaks
were murdered at Srebrenica. Today,
we remember the victims and stand
with the families and survivors.

Srebrenica should never have hap-
pened, and yet it did—not because the
world didn’t know but because in too
many places, the world chose to look
away.

As co-chair of the Bosnia Caucus and
as a St. Louisan, I will do everything I
can to ensure we are reaffirming our
commitment to truth and remem-
brance. We have an obligation to honor
that history and to support those who
live with its legacy and trauma every
day.

————
REMEMBERING FIREFIGHTERS
EMILY BARKER, NICK
HUTCHERSON, AND SYDNEY
WATSON

(Mr. KENNEDY of Utah asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
right now as we stand in this Chamber,
devastating wildfires are tearing across
our lands. I thank the brave crews who
are working around the clock on the
front lines. Their courage is Kkeeping
our communities standing. Our prayers
are with them.

We especially hold in our hearts the
families of the brave firefighters who
we recently lost along the Utah-Colo-
rado border, including Emily Barker,
Nick Hutcherson, and Sydney Watson.

These individuals made the ultimate
sacrifice, and we owe them a debt of
gratitude we can never truly repay.
Possibly the most frustrating part is
that, in many cases, we already have
the solutions to deal with these
wildfires. We know how to thin over-
grown brush. We know how to clear
hazardous fuels. We know how to re-
store health to our forest through
proactive management. The obstacle
isn’t a lack of knowledge. It is bureauc-
racy.

Decades of bloated regulation delay
critical mitigation work for years, but
a wildfire does not wait for a multiyear
environmental review. The flames do
not pause for paperwork.

That is why we passed the Fix Our
Forests Act. That is why I introduced
the Utah Wildfire Research Institute
Act. Our communities cannot afford
another year of congressional inaction.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
cut the red tape, pass commonsense
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and often lifesaving legislation, and
protect our lands.

CONGRATULATING MICHIGAN
CHAPTER OF HUNTINGTON’S DIS-
EASE SOCIETY OF AMERICA

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I am so
proud that our Michigan chapter of the
Huntington’s Disease Society of Amer-
ica is Chapter of the Year.

They got their award, and it is an in-
credible team that elevates the per-
sonal stories of so many of our resi-
dents. They advocate for increased re-
search funding, improved access to
care, and policies that better support
our families living with Huntington’s
disease.

This includes Andy Zeman, who re-
ceived the Youth Huntington’s Disease
Award. After losing his birth mother to
Huntington’s disease and being diag-
nosed himself, he continues to bring in-
credible courage and optimism to this
space.

I will also honor Dave Stickles, who
also received the Marjorie Guthrie
Award, for his unwavering commit-
ment to supporting families. I am so
incredibly proud of our Michigan chap-
ter.

These national awards recognize ad-
vocates who have turned personal hard-
ship into public service. Their tireless
advocacy has now helped hundreds, if
not thousands, of families living with
Huntington’s disease. They have given
many people a voice, and I am so in-
credibly proud that they have received
this award.

———

HONORING OFFICER EDGAR
SALAZAR

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise to honor Moses Lake Police Offi-
cer Edgar Salazar for his public service
and congratulate him on being named
the 2026 Hometown Hero by the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Washington.

This well-deserved award is in rec-
ognition of Officer Salazar’s heroic ac-
tions at the Gorge Amphitheater
Campground in 2023, when he put his
life on the line and helped to prevent a
mass shooting.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Officer Salazar
for the remarkable courage he dis-
played that day in saving dozens of
lives and for his continued service to
the Moses Lake community. He rep-
resents the best in law enforcement
and we are all grateful for his service.

——
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HONORING COMMANDER GABRIEL
EDWARDS

(Ms. HOYLE of Oregon asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise in honor of Commander
Gabriel Edwards, from Oakland, Or-
egon, who died while serving as the
commanding officer of Helicopter Sea
Combat Squadron 5 in the Arabian Sea.

After 4 days of searching over 14,000
square miles, the Navy declared him
lost at sea during an emergency heli-
copter landing.

Gabriel earned his wings as a heli-
copter pilot in 2008 and received several
awards during his service, including
the Defense Meritorious Service Medal.
He knew he wanted to be a pilot at just
4 years old.

This is how his wife, Rebecca, de-
scribed him: ‘“‘Gabe has dedicated his
life to serving his country with honor,
courage, and commitment. He led with
humility, integrity, and compassion,
always putting his people before him-
self. To those who served alongside
him, he was a respected leader and
mentor.”

My thoughts are with Rebecca and
their two children during this time. I
am glad to know the Secretary of the
Navy has directed that Edwards be
posthumously promoted to the rank of
captain.

His heroism will never be forgotten,
and I know all of us in Oregon and
around the country thank him for his
honorable service. May his memory be
a blessing.

——
RECOGNIZING FIRST PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH OF MACON’S

200TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 200th
anniversary of the First Presbyterian
Church of Macon, Georgia.

Organized on June 18, 1826, by the
Reverend Benjamin Gildersleeve and
Reverend Joseph C. Stiles, the church
began with just 26 founding members.
Since 1858, its historic sanctuary on
Mulberry Street has stood as a land-
mark of downtown Macon and a fixture
on the National Register of Historic
Places.

For two centuries, First Presbyterian
has served as the mother church to sev-
eral congregations across middle Geor-
gia and has equipped its members in
every area of life through worship, dis-
cipleship, fellowship, and mission.

Today, First Presbyterian continues
to welcome more than a thousand
members, carrying forward a legacy
that has spanned wars, revitalization,
and generations of middle Georgia fam-
ilies.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the lead-
ers and congregation of First Pres-
byterian Church on this remarkable
milestone, and I thank them for 200
years of faithful ministry to the city of
Macon.
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HONORING BETTY ANN AMISON-
LEWIS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, tonight, I
rise to honor the life and legacy of To-
ledo resident Betty Ann Amison-Lewis,
a community builder.

An erudite woman with a true serv-
ant’s heart, Betty looked for every op-
portunity she could to serve our com-
munity of northwest Ohio.

As founding director of Toledo’s
Grace Community Center, Betty de-
voted decades to others with the same
grace for which the community center
was named.

She supported young men and women
as they navigated parenthood. She of-
fered after-school care to thousands of
children and reinvigorated Toledo sen-
iors with a sense of belonging.

Our community will miss Betty deep-
ly. We grieve with her loved ones. Our
community celebrates her life and will
remember her fondly for the tenacity
with which she served others. Her life
and legacy will live on in the unrelent-
ing mission of Grace Community Cen-
ter to better the lives of northwest
Ohio families.

To her husband, Morris; her children,
Yvette, Anika, Chantel, Alvin, Alysha;
stepchildren, Morris, Terrance, Myron;
and her beloved grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and other family and
friends who will miss her dearly, know
that she was profoundly grateful and
awed by your love.

May Betty’s good work and positive
energy live on in your minds and
hearts. Her amagzing spirit is invin-
cible, and I know it is alive and at
work in our community and world.
May her life be blessed.

———

HONORING STEVEN LAMPLEY

(Mr. BURLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Steven Lampley, a devoted husband,
loving father, faithful servant of God,
and tireless advocate for the people of
southwest Missouri.

Steve was a genuinely good man. He
loved his wife, Kathy. He loved his chil-
dren, William, Rachel, and Hailey.
Nothing made him happier than spend-
ing time with them, whether hunting,
fishing, camping, or just being to-
gether.

More than anything else, that is how
I know Steve would want to be remem-
bered.

The values that guided Steve at
home were the same values that guided
his service to our community. A lot of
people complain about the state of our
government, but Steve believed the an-
swer wasn’t just to complain. It was to
get involved, and, boy, did he do that.
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Through his work with the Greene
County Republican Central Committee
and the Missouri Republican Assembly,
he devoted countless hours to strength-
ening the grassroots and serving his
fellow Missourians, spending his own
time and money driving to Jefferson
City, advocating for legislation, and
getting bills that protected people’s
constitutional rights across the finish
line.

If you knew Steve, you knew he
never asked someone else to do some-
thing he wasn’t willing to do himself.
He stepped up when leadership was
needed, treated everyone with dignity
and respect, and quietly went about
doing what he believed was right.

My prayers are with Kathy, William,
Rachel, Hailey, and everyone who loved
Steve. May God comfort them in these
days ahead, and may they always find
peace in the life and legacy that he
lived and the example that he leaves
behind. May he rest in peace.

——
HONORING GEORGE E. JOHNSON

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, there are some people who build
companies, and there are others who
build confidence. George E. Johnson
did both.

He understood something this Nation
too often refused to see—that Black
people did not need permission to be
beautiful, brilliant, or prosperous. We
simply needed the opportunity to de-
fine ourselves.

Through Afro Sheen, he did more
than create a successful business. He
challenged a culture that had spent
centuries teaching Black men and
women to doubt the beauty that they
saw in the mirror.

Every bottle that left his factory car-
ried more than a product. It carried a
declaration that Black enterprise could
flourish and that Black excellence
could employ thousands, inspire gen-
erations, and transform neighborhoods.
His success was not measured merely
in dollars, but in dignity. He proved
that ownership is more than econom-
ics. It is self-determination.

George Johnson, a beloved family
friend, invested not only in hair care,
but in human care. He invested in com-
munities, education, churches, and
young dreamers who needed someone
to believe that greatness could look
like them.

He understood that wealth finds its
highest purpose when it creates oppor-
tunities for others. His legacy reminds
us that freedom is incomplete if it can-
not produce opportunity. It reminds us
that equality is unfinished if it cannot
nurture enterprise, and justice remains
unfinished if the gifts of a people are
ignored.

Today, we honor not simply a busi-
nessman but a visionary who helped
America become more fully itself by
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insisting that Black genius belonged
not on the margins of its history but at
its very center core.

Mr. Speaker, may we remember
George E. Johnson not only for what he
sold but for what he restored: con-
fidence, possibility, and pride.

May his life continue to remind every
child who dares to dream that the
greatest investment one can ever make
is in the limitless potential of one’s
own people.

To a beloved friend and an out-
standing American, I love you, and I
honor you, the honorable George E.
Johnson.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF HELEN
DIGIROLAMO

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it
is with profound sadness that I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Helen DiGirolamo of Bensalem, Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, who we sadly
lost on July 10, 2026, at the age of 98.

Born in Philadelphia in 1928, Helen
was a cherished member of the St.
Ephrem Church in Bensalem for 55
years, where she rooted her life in
faith, in service, and in her commu-
nity.

In her younger years, she loved bowl-
ing. Throughout her life, she was
known for her exceptional cooking, es-
pecially during the holiday gatherings
with her family surrounding her at the
table.

Helen was preceded in death by her
beloved husband of 45 years, Eugene,
and their daughter, Janice. She is sur-
vived by her children, Gene and Jo-
anne; her son-in-law, Michael; seven
grandchildren; and 11 great-grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, her son, Gene, was so
good to her in all of her years, particu-
larly her later years, when every single
Sunday he dedicated to spending time
with her.

Helen DiGirolamo will be deeply
missed, but her spirit will live on in
the family and the community she so
dearly loved.

——
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FAREWELL TO DOGE

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. STANSBURY
of New Mexico was recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Mexico?
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