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from about 1,500 soldiers. He fearlessly
directed our defenses, personally de-
stroyed a machine-gun bunker, and
sustained a shrapnel wound. Using
flashlights in complete view of enemy
snipers, Captain Bucha also directed
the medical evacuation of three air
ambulance loads of seriously wounded
personnel.

The captain’s dedication to serving
others continued after his time in uni-
form. He served as president of the
Congressional Medal of Honor Society
from 1995 to 1999. He advised President
Obama on foreign policy during his 2008
Presidential campaign. He served on
the board of directors of Homes For
Our Troops, a veteran service organiza-
tion that builds and donates specially
adapted custom homes for severely in-
jured 9/11 veterans. He also served as
chairman of the Advisory Committee
on Veterans’ Employment, Training
and Employer Outreach Services at the
United States Department of Labor.

Even after his death, Captain Bucha’s
selflessness lives on. His brain was do-
nated to the Center for Human Brain
Discovery at Yale University for re-
search.

Naming the West Haven VA Medical
Center in his honor is a deserving trib-
ute to a hero who fought for this coun-
try. He earned this highest military
distinction and then continued to fight
for veterans throughout his life.

His legacy, a legacy of courage and
compassion, will live on through the
care provided to each and every vet-
eran who walks through its doors.

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud to pro-
pose this legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to support it. I hope that we
can move it quickly, with the Senate,
and bring it to the President for signa-
ture.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port H.R. 4647 to honor this very de-
serving veteran.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I
encourage all Members to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4647.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
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CORPORAL PATRICK D. TILLMAN
VA CLINIC
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4288) to name the Department of
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in San Jose, California,
as the ‘“‘Corporal Patrick D. Tillman
VA Clinic”.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 4288

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Patrick ‘“Pat’” Daniel Tillman was born
on November 6, 1976, in San Jose, California.

(2) From 1990 to 1994, Pat attended Leland
High School in San Jose, California, where
he subsequently helped lead his team to a
Central Coast Division I Football Champion-
ship. Shortly thereafter, Pat was offered a
scholarship to and played football for the Ar-
izona State University Sun Devils. While
there, he led Arizona State to the 1997 Rose
Bowl after an undefeated season, earned
three consecutive selections to the Pac-10
All-Academic Football Team, a 1lst team
Academic All-American honor, as well as the
NCAA’s Post-Graduate Scholarship for aca-
demic and athletic excellence.

(3) Upon graduating college, Pat Tillman
was selected in the 7Tth round of the 1998 NFL
Draft by the Arizona Cardinals.

(4) In July of 2002, less than 1 year after the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Pat
chose to suspend a lucrative career in the
NFL to join the U.S. Army alongside his
brother, Kevin.

(5) Pat and Kevin were subsequently as-
signed to the second battalion of the 75th
Ranger Regiment in Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington. As an Army Ranger, Pat deployed in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003
and Operation Enduring Freedom in 2004.

(6) On April 22, 2004, Pat Tillman was killed
by gunfire while on patrol in a rugged area of
eastern Afghanistan.

(7) Further investigation and subsequent
reporting confirmed Tillman was killed via
fratricide as he attempted to provide cover
for fellow soldiers as they endeavored to es-
cape from a canyon wherein they were
trapped.

(8) Pat Tillman is undeniably known as a
national hero, was awarded the Silver Star
and Purple Heart medals, and was post-
humously promoted to corporal.

SEC. 2. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-

FAIRS COMMUNITY-BASED OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC, SAN JOSE, CALI-
FORNIA.

The community-based outpatient clinic of
the Department of Veterans Affairs in San
Jose, California, shall after the date of the
enactment of this Act be known and des-
ignated as the “Corporal Patrick D. Tillman
Department of Veterans Affairs Clinic” or
the ‘‘Pat Tillman VA Clinic”’. Any reference
in any law, regulation, map, document,
paper, or other record of the United States
to such community-based outpatient clinic
shall be considered to be a reference to the
‘‘Corporal Patrick D. Tillman Department of
Veterans Affairs Clinic’’ or the ‘‘Pat Tillman
VA Clinic”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. CONAWAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R.
4288.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?
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There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4288, to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based
outpatient clinic in San Jose, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Corporal Patrick D.
Tillman VA Clinic,” sponsored by Rep-
resentative PANETTA.

Pat Tillman was born and raised in
San Jose, California. He first made his
name on the football field at Leland
High School, helping lead his team to a
Central Coast Division I championship.

He carried that same drive and deter-
mination to Arizona State University,
where he excelled both as a student and
as an athlete.

Mr. Speaker, after being drafted by
the Arizona Cardinals in 1998, by 2000,
Pat had become the team’s star safety.
He had achieved what so many young
athletes dreamed of. He was playing in
the NFL. He had a successful career
ahead of him and could have made mil-
lions of dollars by continuing to play
professional football.

Yet, after the terrorist attack of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Pat Tillman made a
different choice. When his country
needed him, Pat answered the call. He
put the needs of his country above his
own dreams, above his own career, and
above the life of comfort and success
that he already earned.

Mr. Speaker, that is the definition of
an American hero. When terrorists
struck the Twin Towers, Pat, like so
many other Americans, ran toward the
fight.

Pat once said: ‘“A lot of my family
has . . . gone and fought in wars. And
I really haven’t done a damned thing as
far as laying myself on the line like
that, and so I have a great deal of re-
spect for those that have and what the
flag stands for.”

Those were not empty words. In 2002,
Pat enlisted in the United States
Army. He served with the 75th Ranger
Regiment. During his second deploy-
ment—I will say that again—his second
deployment, while serving in Afghani-
stan, in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom, Pat’s unit came under at-
tack.

Pat died in action while providing
cover for his fellow soldiers. Because of
his courage, his fellow soldiers were
able to escape danger.

For his bravery and sacrifice, Pat
was posthumously awarded the Purple
Heart and the Silver Star.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4288 is a fitting
tribute to Pat Tillman, a son of San
Jose, a professional athlete, an Army
Ranger, and an American hero who
gave up fame and fortune to serve the
country he loved.

By naming the VA clinic after him,
we would ensure that his story of cour-
age, service, and sacrifice will continue
for decades. Those of us who can re-
member Pat Tillman and remember
what an amazing thing he did, to leave
a career as a professional football play-
er to serve this Nation and the flag
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that hangs behind you, Mr. Speaker, is
something that those of us who are big
football fans and a big Pat Tillman fan
understand.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 4288, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am really moved by
the chairman’s comments about Mr.
Tillman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4288 to name the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in San Jose, California,
after Corporal Patrick ‘‘Pat’” Daniel
Tillman.

I thank my colleague, Representative
PANETTA, for honoring the legacy of
this American hero.

Pat Tillman was born in San Jose,
California, in 1976. From 1990 to 1994,
Pat attended Leland High School in
San Jose, California, where he helped
lead his team to a Central Coast Divi-
sion I football championship.

Mr. Tillman was offered a scholarship
to play football for Arizona State Uni-
versity. While there, he led Arizona
State to the 1997 Rose Bowl after an
undefeated season. He earned three
consecutive selections to the Pac-10
All-Academic Football Team, a first
team Academic All-American honor,
and received the NCAA post-graduate
scholarship for academic and athletic
excellence.

After graduating ASU summa cum
laude in 1998 with a bachelor of science,
he was drafted to play for the Arizona
Cardinals, where he played until July
2002.

Less than 1 year after 9/11, Tillman
felt a call to serve his country and en-
listed in the U.S. Army.

Mr. Tillman, with his brother Kevin,
who joined the Army at the same time,
were both assigned to the 75th Ranger
Regiment at Fort Lewis, Washington.

As an Army Ranger, Pat Tillman de-
ployed in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom in 2003 and Operation Endur-
ing Freedom in 2004. On April 22, 2004,
Pat Tillman was tragically killed by
friendly fire while on patrol in the rug-
ged area of eastern Afghanistan.

Pat Tillman was undeniably known
as a national hero, and his service re-
flects that. He was awarded the Silver
Star and Purple Heart medals, and he
was posthumously promoted to cor-
poral.

Following his death, his widow,
Marie, and his family and friends es-
tablished the Pat Tillman Foundation,
which awards academic scholarships to
military servicemembers, veterans,
and their spouses.

I can think of no better way to honor
Mr. Tillman’s legacy and demonstrate
our Nation’s continued gratitude for
his service than to name this VA clinic
in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.
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Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
6 minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PANETTA), my good friend
and author of this legislation, who
serves on the House Budget Committee
and the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my bipartisan leg-
islation to rename the San Jose vet-
erans affairs clinic for U.S. Army Cor-
poral Patrick D. Tillman.

Mr. Speaker, this is more than about
just a naming of a VA clinic. This is
about patriotism. It is about passion,
and it is about progression as a nation.

Now, there is no doubt, as you have
heard, Mr. Speaker, that Pat was a pa-
triot. After 9/11, he gave up a $3.6 mil-
lion contract playing professional foot-
ball to enlist in the U.S. Army.

Mr. Speaker, Pat had a storied foot-
ball career, be it as a beast on the grid-
iron for the Chargers of Leland High
School in Almaden Valley, San Jose; at
Arizona State University as an Aca-
demic All-American who graduated
summa cum laude in 3% years; as an
All-American who helped the Sun Dev-
ils to an undefeated season and a Rose
Bowl berth in 1997; and then, of course,
as a professional football player in the
NFL for the Arizona Cardinals, where
he set a franchise record for tackles in
the year 2000.

Mr. Speaker, despite all of that, he
felt he hadn’t done a dang thing for
this great country.

Pat grew up in a family of service
who had gone and fought wars. He grew
up knowing that his great-grandfather
served at Pearl Harbor during the at-
tack in 1941. He grew up realizing that
in our democracy, we have an obliga-
tion to give back to our country that
gives a guy like Pat Tillman the oppor-
tunity to play professional football.

He felt that he could fulfill that re-
sponsibility by joining the U.S. Army
and becoming a U.S. Ranger.

Mr. Speaker, I admit that I did not
know Pat Tillman, but when we know
about Pat Tillman, all of us—all of us—
feel his passion.
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He did nothing half baked. He did ev-
erything with a full heart: academics,
athletics, and of course, the service to
our Nation.

He said: ‘““You should be passionate
about everything you do; if not, why do
it?”” That was his attitude about life, a
passion that is demonstrated by that
iconic photo of Pat on the football field
that became the foundation for the
statue of Pat outside Arizona State
Sun Devil Stadium at the entrance of
Tillman Tunnel that depicts Pat run-
ning, yelling, and hair flying.

That was the passion that drove his
success on the football field. That pas-
sion drove his determination to do
something after our Nation was at-
tacked on 9/11. That passion led him to
be all that he could be as an Army
Ranger alongside his brother, Kevin,
where they were subsequently assigned
to the 2nd battalion of the 75th Ranger
Regiment.
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Now, as an Army Ranger, Pat de-
ployed in Operation Iraqi Freedom in
2003 and then to Operation Enduring
Freedom in 2004.

Mr. Speaker, it was on April 22 of
that year that Pat was in Khost prov-
ince in the southeast Afghanistan bor-
der region, and on that day he was part
of two convoys on patrol in a narrow
valley.

As they were going down this valley,
they came to a fork in the road where
the first convoy was supposed to turn
left and the second convoy was sup-
posed to turn right. That was Pat’s
convoy.

When Pat got to that fork in the
road, they realized that it was impass-
able, and so they followed behind the
first convoy to the left unbeknownst to
the first convoy.

A while later, the enemies started to
ambush the first convoy. Pat’s convoy
behind a hill heard it, knew what they
had to do, and responded. Pat and two
other members of that convoy imme-
diately exited their Humvees, got up to
a ridge where they could see the first
convoy, and then started firing at the
enemies up on the hill.

The first convoy, unfortunately, did
not know that up on that ridge it was
Pat Tillman. Pat’s last words were:
Cease fire. I am Pat f’ing Tillman.

Now, at first, Mr. Speaker, the Army
put out a standard statement saying
that Pat Tillman was Killed by enemy
fire, but after four military investiga-
tions and numerous independent inves-
tigations, including one by his own
mother, Dannie, the truth came out
that Pat was killed by friendly fire.

It was not just Pat’s death that hurt.
It was the sense of deception that made
this story difficult. That is why the
legacy of Pat Tillman should also be
about progress, what we can do better
as an Army, as a military, as a Con-
gress, and as a country to ensure that
this never happens again.

Mr. Speaker, Pat was awarded the
Silver Star and Purple Heart and was
posthumously promoted to corporal,
but something tells me, Mr. Speaker,
he wouldn’t want it. Similar to this
legislation, something tells me that
Pat Tillman wouldn’t want this rec-
ognition.

Well, Pat Tillman may not want this,
but as a community and as a country,
we want it, and, yes, we need it.

In this day of division and dysfunc-
tion, we must always, always be re-
minded of the sacrifice of the service
and the ultimate sacrifice of someone
like Pat Tillman. We must always be
reminded of his patriotism, of his pas-
sion. Mr. Speaker, yes, we must always
be reminded that we must always
progress as a nation.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support this legislation renaming the
San Jose VA Clinic the Corporal Pat-
rick D. Tillman VA Clinic.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am ready to
close.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I am prepared
to close.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 4288 to honor this very deserving
veteran, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I
encourage all Members to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4288.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
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NATIONAL SECURITY, DEPART-
MENT OF STATE, AND RELATED
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2027

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
85695 and that I may include tabular
material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). Pursuant to House Resolution
1423 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R.
8595.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. PATRONIS) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8595)
making appropriations for national se-
curity, Department of State, and re-
lated programs for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2027, and for other
purposes, with Mr. PATRONIS in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DIAZ-BALART) and the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. LoOis FRANKEL) each
will control 30 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART).

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Chairman, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume. I am pleased to present the fiscal
year 2027 National Security, Depart-
ment of State, and Related Programs
appropriations bill to the House for
consideration and for approval.

Now, let me start by noting the un-
timely, sad passing of our friend and
colleague, Senator Lindsey Graham. As
chairman of the State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs Sub-
committee in the Senate, he was my
counterpart. We worked together close-
ly on our top priority, the national se-
curity of the United States. Senator
Graham was a tough negotiator, but al-
ways, always, an honorable partner. He
will be greatly missed, and our
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily, his staff, and those who knew and
loved him.

At the outset, I thank Chairman
CoLE for his invaluable leadership and
commitment to ensuring that Congress
upholds its responsibility to provide
the tools necessary to safeguard our
national security along with his part-
ner in this endeavor, Ranking Member
DELAURO.

I also thank the ranking member of
the subcommittee, Ranking Member
FRANKEL, for the longstanding rela-
tionship that she and I have—we have
been friends for many, many years—
and for her valuable contributions dur-
ing the bill development process. I will
tell you, anybody who knows LoOIS
FRANKEL, she is tough, but she is al-
ways trustworthy.

Mr. Chairman, this bill is very
straightforward. If you are a friend or
an ally of the United States, this bill
supports you, but if you are an adver-
sary or you are cozying up to the ad-
versaries of the United States, then,
frankly, you are just not going to like
this bill.

This bill is the next step in strength-
ening our national security while re-
ducing spending. TUnder Chairman
CoLE’s leadership, House Republicans
have delivered nearly $12 billion in re-
sponsible cuts within the purview of
this subcommittee just since 2023.

The fiscal year 2027 bill continues
this work with another $2.7 billion in
reductions, yet our national security
priorities are funded at or above prior
year levels.

The bill maintains $1.8 billion for
partners in the Indo-Pacific, including
$500 million in military assistance for
Taiwan. It provides unwavering sup-
port for Israel and fully funds the
United States-Israel Memorandum of
Understanding by providing $3.3 billion
in security assistance.

The bill recognizes the valuable part-
nerships in the Western Hemisphere
which continue to expand and realign
under the leadership of President
Trump and Secretary Marco Rubio.

The bill, again, increases support for
our friends and allies, such as Para-
guay, Argentina, and Costa Rica. As
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part of this effort, the bill increases
funds to fight the trafficking of
fentanyl, which has devastated every
community and so many families
across America.

It also continues strong support for a
democratic transition to freedom for
the people of Cuba, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua, and it supports religious
freedom in Nigeria and around the
world.

Last year, the NSRP Subcommittee,
as we like to call it, focused on respon-
sibly transitioning the program
PEPFAR to capable partners and to
countries that are capable of doing
more.

PEPFAR has been and is a great suc-
cess story, but I think most of us would
agree that the program, or any pro-
gram, should not and cannot just go on
forever in perpetuity. So working
alongside the administration, countries
are now investing significant resources
of their own towards their own health,
allowing this committee to reduce
funding, but—this is key—while main-
taining the same outcomes.

Just as critical as what the bill
funds—I have talked about some of
that—is what this bill does not fund
and how it demands accountability for
every single tax dollar.

The bill prohibits funds to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Chinese
Communist Party, and from being used
by other countries to repay a debt
owed to Communist China. It also pro-
hibits lending to the PRC within the
multilateral development banks, some-
thing that we shouldn’t have to do.
This bill does it, however.

The bill continues a key provision
adopted in the previous year that
blocks assistance to anyone that sup-
ports, finances, or facilitates the oper-
ations of the Cuban military. It pro-
hibits all assistance to the Taliban and
puts Americans first by withholding
funds from Mexico until water owed to
the United States is finally delivered.

Assessed funding to the United Na-
tions is cut by $1.8 billion. No funds are
included for the United Nations regular
budget, and funds are prohibited to or-
ganizations such as the World Health
Organization, the United Nations Re-
lief and Work Agency, Kknown as
UNRWA, which actively contradicts
U.S. priorities and national security
interests.

The bill helps secure justice for vic-
tims of the October 7, 2023, terrorist at-
tack, which, by the way, includes 50
murdered Americans, by requiring full
accountability for UNRWA staff in-
volved.

A key measure from last year’s bill,
which was enacted into law in fiscal
year 2026, is also maintained in this
one, requiring the Secretary of State
to consider the U.N. voting record of
countries in determining the allocation
of funds.

The bill supports full implementa-
tion of key executive orders that re-
flect a clear commitment to a secure
border, limited government, free
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