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veterans service office and led efforts
to construct a VA clinic.

Colonel Boyce’s lifelong commitment
to veterans and leadership makes this
recognition a fine tribute to an ex-
traordinary American.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5362 honors a true
American leader who put service above
self. T urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 5362, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5362 to name the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs multispecialty clinic in
Marietta, Georgia, after Colonel Mi-
chael H. Boyce, a dedicated Marine
Corps veteran, public servant, and com-
munity leader.

Colonel Boyce was born in Brawley,
California, in September 1949 and grad-
uated from the University of Notre
Dame in 1971. With this degree in hand,
he was commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant in the United States Marine
Corps. After attending The Basic
School and Army Field Artillery
School, he was assigned to the First
Marine Division in Camp Pendleton,
California.

He continued to wear the uniform for
the next 30 years, reaching the rank of
colonel with assignments in Hawaii,
Japan, Tiurkiye, Bahrain, and Oman,
where he supported operations includ-
ing Desert Shield, Desert Storm, and
Desert Fox. Colonel Boyce also de-
ployed to Somalia for Operation Re-
store Hope during his time with the
Marine Air Group 16.

In 2001, Colonel Boyce retired from
the Marine Corps, but that did not
mark the end of his service to country
and community. He moved to Marietta,
Georgia, and became a dedicated mem-
ber of his local church, alongside sev-
eral charities and veterans service or-
ganizations including Habitat for Hu-
manity, the VFW, and The American
Legion.

In 2016, Colonel Boyce was elected as
chairman of the Cobb County Board of
Commissioners. During his time in of-
fice, he led the efforts to make Vet-
erans Day a paid holiday for county
employees, established a veterans serv-
ice office in the county, and opened a
VA clinic to expand access to care for
local veterans.

Colonel Boyce passed away in Janu-
ary of 2022 and was laid to rest with
full military honors in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

Colonel Boyce’s unwavering commit-
ment to service and stewardship is a
model to which we should all aspire.
Naming the VA clinic that he helped
bring to Marietta in his honor is a per-
fect way to demonstrate our apprecia-
tion for Colonel Boyce’s life of service.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr.
LOUDERMILK).
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Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my good friend, the chairman of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee for
bringing this bill to the floor.

As the Representative of Georgia ‘s
11th Congressional District and a vet-
eran of the United States Air Force, I
proudly rise today in support of H.R.
5362 to name the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs multispecialty clinic in
Marietta, Georgia, as the Colonel Mi-
chael H. Boyce Department of Veterans
Affairs Multispecialty Clinic.

As he was to many, Mike Boyce was
a friend of mine, who unfortunately
passed away in 2022.

Mike took his duties to our country
and our community seriously. Like a
true patriot, Mike spent much of his
life in service to his community, State,
and Nation. Throughout his service in
the Marine Corps and later in elected
office as the chairman of the Cobb
County Board of Commissioners, Mike
was a tireless advocate for the health
and welfare of our Active-Duty service-
men and veterans. Mike worked to en-
sure our servicemembers had the tools
to succeed and was instrumental in es-
tablishing the Cobb County VA Clinic,
which remains a vital resource for
those who served our country.

Mr. Speaker, recognizing Colonel
Boyce through this legislation is a fit-
ting tribute to an American hero whose
service and advocacy inspired so many,
including myself. I greatly appreciate
his wife, Judy, for continuing his in-
credible legacy.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 5362, to honor this very
deserving veteran. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all Members to support this legislation.
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 5362.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

RODNEY C. HAMILTON SR. VA
CLINIC

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6963) to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in Lafay-
ette, Louisiana, as the ‘‘Rodney C.
Hamilton Sr. VA Clinic”’.

July 15, 2026

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 6963

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF RODNEY C. HAM-
ILTON SR. VA CLINIC IN LAFAYETTE,
LOUISIANA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) Rodney Carroll Hamilton Sr. was born
in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 24, 1932, and
his family moved to Lafayette, Louisiana, in
the summer of 1948;

(2) in 1949, at age seventeen, Rodney Ham-
ilton joined the reserve components of the
Marine Corps at the urging of his football
coach Lou Campbell while attending Lafay-
ette High School;

(3) Rodney Hamilton served the United
States during the Korean War, was wounded
in combat in September 1951, and was award-
ed the Purple Heart;

(4) Rodney Hamilton loved the Marine
Corps and was proud of all Marines who
served the United States;

(56) Rodney Hamilton was a member of the
Marine Corps League, the Military Order of
the Purple Heart, and the Veteran’s Action
Coalition of Southwest Louisiana, where he
served as Founder and Chairman Emeritus;

(6) Rodney Hamilton served as a full-time
elected official in the Lafayette City Govern-
ment from 1968 through 1972 as a Trustee of
Public Property;

(7) Rodney Hamilton made numerous con-
tributions to help make Lafayette a better
place, including leading efforts to secure and
build the community-based outpatient clinic
of the Department of Veterans Affairs in La-
fayette, which opened in 2016;

(8) due to the dedication of Rodney Ham-
ilton in realizing the community-based out-
patient clinic in Lafayette, the street on
which the clinic is located was named in his
honor and now bears signs saying, ‘“‘Veterans
Way, Honorary Rodney Hamilton’’; and

(9) Rodney Hamilton passed away at the
age of 88 on November 30, 2020.

(b) DESIGNATION.—The community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Lafayette, Louisiana, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘“‘Rodney C.
Hamilton Sr. VA Clinic”.

(c) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the clinic re-
ferred to in subsection (b) shall be considered
to be a reference to the Rodney C. Hamilton
Sr. VA Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. CONAWAY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R.
6963.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.



July 15, 2026

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 6963, to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in Lafay-
ette, Louisiana, as the Rodney C. Ham-
ilton Sr. VA Clinic sponsored by Rep-
resentative HIGGINS.

At just 17 years old, Rodney Ham-
ilton enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps out of Lafayette, Louisiana,
to serve his country. He would go to
serve in the Korean war, where he was
wounded in combat and received the
Purple Heart. As a fellow marine, I
know that the Marine Corps leaves a
mark on every man and woman that
earns the title.

For Rodney, this sense of duty did
not end when he returned home. He
came back to Lafayette and continued
serving by working to improve the
lives of fellow veterans across south-
west Louisiana.

He served in Lafayette city govern-
ment from 1968 to 1972 and later found-
ed the Southwest Louisiana Veterans
Action Coalition, giving local veterans
a stronger voice and fighting to make
sure their needs were met. That advo-
cacy helped lead to one of his most
lasting accomplishments, the estab-
lishment of the VA clinic in Lafayette.

When the clinic opened in 2016, it
brought VA care closer to home for
veterans across the region and re-
flected years of work by Rodney Ham-
ilton and others who believed Lafay-
ette veterans deserved better access to
the care they had earned.

Naming this facility in his honor
would recognize a marine, a Purple
Heart recipient, and a community lead-
er whose work continues to serve vet-
erans today.
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H.R. 6963 is a fitting tribute to Rod-
ney Hamilton, Sr., a man who served
his country in war, returned home to
serve his community, and never
stopped standing up for his fellow vet-
erans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 6963, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6963 to designate the community-based
outpatient clinic in Lafayette, Lou-
isiana, as the Rodney C. Hamilton Sr.
VA Clinic.

Rodney Hamilton was born in Fort
Worth, Texas, on March 24, 1932. In
1948, his family moved to Lafayette,
Louisiana, where he resided for over 70
years until his passing. At just 17 years
old, Hamilton joined the Marine Re-
serve as a member of the Marine Re-
serve Rifle Corps. He received orders to
serve in the Seventh Marine Regiment
during the Korean war.

While stationed on the front lines in
September 1951, he was wounded by
mortar shells and received the Purple
Heart for his service. He was reassigned
to the First Marine Division’s service
battalion and was honorably dis-
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charged in 1952 with the rank of ser-
geant.

Back home in Lafayette, Hamilton
married his high school sweetheart and
the love of his life, Barbara Webb. The
couple have 5 children and 12 grand-
children and were together for nearly
seven decades.

Sergeant Hamilton became a leading
advocate for his fellow Marines and
veterans in the following years. He
founded the Southwest Louisiana Vet-
erans Action Coalition, and he was an
active member of the Marine Corps
League, the Military Order of the Pur-
ple Heart, and The American Legion.

Sergeant Hamilton’s advocacy and
leadership were instrumental in estab-
lishing the VA community-based out-
patient clinic in Lafayette, which
opened in 2016 and expanded access to
medical care for veterans throughout
the region. The road that leads to the
facility already bears his name in
honor of the tireless work that he put
into bringing this clinic into fruition.

Sergeant Hamilton’s long record of
giving back extended even further
through his tireless dedication to his
community. He was active in his
church and several local organizations,
including the Chamber of Commerce
and the Beaver Club. From 1968 until
1972, he also served in local government
as a trustee for public property.

Rodney Hamilton passed away in 2020
and was buried with full military hon-
ors. His legacy is one of advocacy, lead-
ership, compassion, and sacrifice. It is
only fitting that we honor his con-
tributions by designating the Lafay-
ette VA clinic in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support H.R. 6963, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, we are actually
naming many clinics. This one in La-
fayette, the sponsor, Representative
HicGINS, feels that this is vitally im-
portant. With the hecticness around
here today, we are hoping that he does
make it to make comments on this
bill, but we need to move on with our
business.

Mr. Speaker, I have no more Mem-
bers wishing to speak, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port H.R. 6963 to honor this very de-
serving veteran, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. HIGGINS), the sponsor of the
legislation.

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my colleague for al-
lowing me to speak on behalf of an
American patriot who was a man
amongst men, Mr. Speaker, Rodney C.
Hamilton.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 6963, which
would designate the community-based
outpatient clinic of the Department of
Veterans Affairs in Lafayette, Lou-
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isiana, as the Rodney C. Hamilton Sr.
VA Clinic.

This legislative effort, Mr. Speaker,
to honor Mr. Hamilton has been in the
making for many years. I am proud and
humbled to bring it to the floor on be-
half of the Louisiana delegation today.

Rodney C. Hamilton, Sr., joined the
United States Marine Corps at 17 years
old and served in the Korean war. He
was wounded, served honorably, and re-
ceived the Purple Heart. After serving
his Nation in combat, he returned
home to Lafayette where he continued
to serve those around him, becoming a
community leader in Lafayette’s city
government. He was ordained as a dea-
con, serving as a member of the First
Baptist Church of Youngsville, Lou-
isiana, a community near Lafayette.

Mr. Hamilton was a cofounder of the
Southwest Louisiana Veterans Action
Coalition, serving as a longtime vet-
erans advocate. This marine, Mr. Ham-
ilton, played an integral role in estab-
lishing the Louisiana community-
based outpatient clinic, which opened
in 2016, and the road leading to the
clinic was named in his honor in 2017.

I am joined in support by Speaker
MIKE JOHNSON, Leader STEVE SCALISE,
Representatives LETLOW, CARTER, and
FIELDS, and Senators KENNEDY and
CASSIDY in support of this legislation
honoring Mr. Hamilton.

Louisiana’s American Legion, Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and the Dis-
abled American Veterans, and
Louisianans across the State have of-
fered their strong support to rename
this clinic in honor of Mr. Hamilton.

Passing H.R. 6963 will be to honor an
American who did so much for our Na-
tion, our veterans, and the people of
Lafayette, Louisiana. Not only will
this serve as a tribute to our beautiful
Nation but would show this body’s re-
solve to remember and honor all vet-
erans who answered the call to serve
our Nation and our communities.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all of my colleagues to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FINE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. BosT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6963.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Ferrari, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agreed to the following
resolution:

S. RES. 801

Whereas Lindsey Olin Graham was born on
July 9, 1955, in Central, South Carolina;

Whereas Lindsey Graham graduated from
D. W. Daniel High School, received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from the University of
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