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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GARBARINO) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WALKINSHAW) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3106.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3106, the Weatherizing Infrastructure
in the North and Terrorism Emergency
Readiness Act of 2025.

This legislation requires the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, acting
through appropriate offices and compo-
nents of DHS to develop and conduct
an exercise featuring the participation
of Federal, State, local, Tribal, terri-
torial agencies, and private-sector
stakeholders focusing on a collective
response to terrorism that includes the
management of the cascading effects
on critical infrastructure that results
from the occurrence of a terrorist at-
tack during an extreme cold weather
event.

DHS must then provide an after-ac-
tion report to Congress consisting of
initial findings, plans to incorporate
any lessons learned into future DHS
operations, and any proposed legisla-
tive changes informed by this exercise.

This legislation will help strengthen
the United States’ ability to respond to
terrorist threats, especially when they
might coincide with extreme weather
events.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KENNEDY), the sponsor of this bill.

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. I thank
Representative WALKINSHAW for yield-
ing me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
bill, H.R. 3106, the Weatherizing Infra-
structure in the North and Terrorism
Emergency Readiness Act, also known
as the WINTER Act.

As a nation, we must be prepared to
prevent and respond to terrorist
threats in every circumstance, includ-
ing during the harshest winter weath-
er. That is why I introduced the WIN-
TER Act, to strengthen our Homeland
Security posture during extreme cold
weather conditions and ensure that the
Department of Homeland Security is
prepared to respond.

My hometown of Buffalo, New York,
is no stranger to cold weather events.
In December of 2022, Winter Storm El-
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liott hit western New York with his-
toric force. During the Christmas holi-
day, this powerful storm brought dan-
gerous blizzard conditions, including
60-mile-per-hour winds, dangerous lev-
els of lake-effect snowfall, and life-
threatening subfreezing temperatures.
Thousands lost power, phone lines went
dark, and roads became impassable,
bringing emergency operations and
critical infrastructure in the city of
Buffalo to a screeching halt.

This catastrophic storm claimed 47
precious lives in our community. Fam-
ilies endured unimaginable hardship
and heartbreak, and local governments
have spent years responding to the dis-
aster to help neighborhoods recover.

Now, imagine the devastation if,
amid a major winter storm of this cal-
iber, our Nation was forced to respond
to a terrorist attack. Severe winter
conditions often strain emergency re-
sponse capabilities, disrupt commu-
nications, and damage critical infra-
structure, making an already dan-
gerous situation even more dire.

These challenges are precisely why
terrorists may view extreme weather
as an opportunity to exploit vulnera-
bilities and magnify the impact of an
attack.

My legislation directs the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to conduct
a terrorist preparedness exercise fo-
cused on the effects of an attack on
critical infrastructure during an ex-
treme cold weather event.

It also requires DHS report to Con-
gress on successes and potential pit-
falls of the preparedness analysis, en-
suring that we understand where exist-
ing security gaps remain.

The insights and expertise gained
from this exercise will strengthen co-
ordination among emergency man-
agers, State officials, and community
partners, helping to better anticipate
and mitigate the consequences of such
an attack.

By identifying security gaps before a
disaster strikes, we can enhance our re-
silience and be better prepared to with-
stand and respond to increasingly so-
phisticated acts of terrorism.

We cannot control when the next se-
vere winter storm will strike, and we
cannot predict when terrorists will
look to exploit our vulnerabilities. But
we can ensure that our Homeland Secu-
rity enterprise is prepared for both.
That is exactly what this legislation
will help us do.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
chairman of the committee, Represent-
ative GARBARINO, for his support. I es-
pecially thank Representative and
Ranking Member BENNIE THOMPSON for
his partnership on this bill. I urge all
of my colleagues to support this vital
legislation.

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Representa-
tive KENNEDY’s leadership on this bill,
and I urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 3106.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
KENNEDY and congratulate him on his
hard work. Nobody knows how to re-
move snow quite like those Buffalo
Bills fans, especially on game day.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 3106, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GARBARINO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3106.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
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IMPROVING TRAVEL FOR
AMERICAN FAMILIES ACT

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8897) to improve travel for
American families, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8897

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Improving
Travel for American Families Act’’.

SEC. 2. IMPROVING TRAVEL FOR AMERICAN FAM-
ILIES PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Transportation Security Administration (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Adminis-
trator’), may establish a pilot program at
airports to expedite access to security
screening for adult passengers and accom-
panying child passengers twelve years of age
and under to support and facilitate the ease
of travel for such passengers and such child
passengers. The Administrator may carry
out this subsection only such access does not
compromise security protocols.

(b) SECURITY REQUIREMENTS.—If the Ad-
ministrator establishes the pilot program
under subsection (a), the Administrator shall
carry out the following:

(1) Ensure each passenger described in such
subsection is screened in accordance with
the vetting status of such passenger under
the Secure Flight program of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration, in accord-
ance with paragraph (2) of section 44903(j) of
title 49, United States Code.

(2) Prevent individuals carrying out
screening functions under section 44901 of
such title from allowing any passenger into
a TSA PreCheck or other expedited security
screening lane unless such passenger has re-
ceived a boarding pass indicating eligibility
for TSA PreCheck or such other expedited
security screening.

(3) Permit local Administration manage-
ment to open or close checkpoint lanes and



H4396

reallocate available resources as needed to
maximize security effectiveness and effi-
ciency based on passenger volume.

(c) SELECTION OF AIRPORTS.—If the Admin-
istrator establishes the pilot program under
subsection (a), in selecting airports for such
pilot program, the Administrator shall—

(1) give priority to an airport the Adminis-
trator determines to have a high volume of
passengers traveling with accompanying
child passengers;

(2) consider airports with adequate space
to accommodate additional or larger secu-
rity screening lanes and sufficient personnel
to aid passengers and accompanying child
passengers twelve years of age and under
while maintaining adequate staffing of other
security screening lanes; and

(3) use any other consideration the Admin-
istrator determines necessary.

(d) BRIEFING.—If the Administrator estab-
lishes the pilot program under subsection
(a), not later than 270 days after such estab-
lishment, the Administrator shall provide to
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a
briefing on such pilot program.

(e) SUNSET.—If the Administrator estab-
lishes the pilot program under subsection
(a), the Administrator shall carry out such
pilot program for a period of two years.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GARBARINO) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WALKINSHAW) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 8897.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
8897, the Improving Travel for Amer-
ican Families Act.

This bill allows the TSA Adminis-
trator to establish a 2-year pilot pro-
gram to expedite access and implement
alternative screening lanes for pas-
sengers and accompanying children
under the age of 12.

If established, this pilot program
would be prioritized at airports with
high volumes of family travelers, as
well as at airports that have the space
to accommodate additional screening
lanes.

This legislation will help ease the
burdens families face when traveling
with young children and improve the
overall passenger experience.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
MACKENZIE for his leadership and urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
8897, the Improving Travel for Amer-
ican Families Act.

Every day, thousands of families
across our Nation take to the skies,
many of them with small children who
are not always the easiest of travel
companions. I can attest to that.

Any parent knows that long lines at
checkpoints can make a long day of
travel even worse for a kid.

That is why since last year, the TSA
has started pilot programs at select
airports with special lines reserved for
families which help decrease wait
times while keeping screening efficient
for other travelers, as well.

H.R. 8897 would codify the ongoing
pilot program and ensure appropriate
security protocols are upheld. The bill
would help advance this initiative to
help traveling families.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MACKENZIE).

Mr. MACKENZIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 8897, the Improving
Travel for American Families Act,
which I am leading alongside my col-
league, Representative FOUSHEE.

Americans everywhere understand
that there are better, easier, and more
efficient ways to manage safety
screenings at our airports. That was
made clear when this legislation was
reported unanimously by the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security by a vote
of 30-0.

We are bringing both sides together
to give families the more convenient
air travel experience that they deserve.
As the father of two young children, I
know firsthand that family travel can
be challenging.

Parents often have to navigate
crowded airports while juggling stroll-
ers, diaper bags, car seats, and more,
all while taking their families through
the large crowds and navigating long
lines.

Every parent is aware that the most
stressful part of this process can be the
TSA screening point. Families with an
array of bags and bulky items pack
into the same lanes as business trav-
elers with a small carry-on. The result-
ing problems can create stress for par-
ents and frustration for everyone else.

That is why H.R. 8897 allows the TSA
to establish a pilot program that builds
on its existing Families on the Fly ini-
tiative, which identifies ways to make
the security screening process easier
for adults traveling with children 12
years of age and under.

Through this initiative, the TSA is
establishing dedicated lines reserved
for families, giving them more space,
time, and flexibility at security check-
points.

Because of this program, parents are
able to move through screening more
smoothly, children have a less stressful
experience, and security lines operate
more efficiently for everyone in the
airport.
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Importantly, this legislation does not
change TSA’s screening requirements
or security standards. It simply allows
the agency to test practical, family
friendly improvements while maintain-
ing the same level of security that
travelers expect.

This is commonsense, bipartisan leg-
islation that will help modernize travel
experience for American families while
improving efficiency at our Nation’s
airports.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank Rep-
resentative FOUSHEE for her partner-
ship in this legislation, and I urge all
of my colleagues to support H.R. 8897.

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the airport experience
is difficult enough for young families.
This bill will help improve that experi-
ence while upholding security stand-
ards, and I urge support.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 8897, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GARBARINO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8897, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

MAJOR NON-NATO ALLY TERROR
THREAT ASSESSMENT ACT

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8168) to require an assess-
ment of terrorism threats to the
United States posed by foreign ter-
rorist organizations and Specially Des-
ignated Global Terrorists present in
countries that are major non-NATO al-
lies, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8168

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Major Non-

NATO Ally Terror Threat Assessment Act’.

SEC. 2. ASSESSMENT OF TERRORISM THREATS
TO THE UNITED STATES BY FOR-
EIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS
AND SPECIALLY DESIGNATED GLOB-
AL TERRORISTS PRESENT IN COUN-
TRIES THAT ARE MAJOR NON-NATO
ALLIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and biennially thereafter, the Secretary of
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