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them. It revealed the same warmth and 
humanity that made him so beloved by 
those he represented. 

For me he was more than a Member 
of Congress. He was a mentor, a best 
friend, and a formative figure. Because 
of him, I am a better public servant, 
but more importantly, a better hus-
band, father, and friend. 

I will carry his wisdom and his love 
for this community, for this institu-
tion with me for the rest of my life. 
Naming this post office for Congress-
man Gerald E. Connolly will ensure 
that generations of Fairfax residents 
are reminded of what public service 
looks like when it is rooted in integ-
rity, vision, humor, and love of com-
munity. 

We lost a giant last year, and we 
honor Gerry’s legacy by continuing the 
work he loved by serving others, speak-
ing the truth, defending democracy, 
and never forgetting those who sent us 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6332, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I, too, while directing my comments 
directly to the young speaker, will say 
that I, too, recognize not only Con-
gressman Connolly’s family being here, 
but I equally recognize, as Mr. 
WALKINSHAW does, their contribution of 
service with their husband and their fa-
ther and their uncle and those mem-
bers of the family because service goes 
beyond just a person. It is extended to 
the family, who many times is a part of 
the success that is gleaned from their 
service, but they are an equal part of 
it. 

I, too, recognize, on behalf of myself 
and my colleagues on this side, the 
generosity that they extended by being 
here today and for the service that 
they will be rewarded with and 
thanked for today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1540 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BEYER). 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman WALKINSHAW for the 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 6332. 

As Mr. WALKINSHAW has said, this 
legislation would name the post office 
at 10660 Page Avenue in Fairfax as the 
Gerald E. Connolly Post Office in honor 
of my dear friend and former colleague, 
the late Congressman Gerry Connolly. 

Mr. Speaker, I used to tease Gerry all 
the time about the 41-mile Gerry Con-
nolly Cross County Trail in Fairfax 
County that was a hiking, biking, and 
bridle trail. It went the whole arc, from 
one side of Fairfax County to another, 
but it is difficult to imagine a more fit-
ting tribute to Gerry’s lifetime of pub-
lic service than this post office because 
of what he has done. 

He wrote, sponsored, and passed the 
most important postal reform in this 
century, literally this millennium. He 
loved the Postal Service. He fought for 
it year after year. 

He served on the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform 
for 15 years and, again, was an im-
mensely important leader on that com-
mittee. He fiercely believed in the Fed-
eral Government’s commitment to the 
American public for affordable and re-
liable mail delivery for every single 
household in our country, but he was 
also a steadfast champion for the un-
sung heroes, the postal workers, who 
made that possible. He led the defense 
against the DOGE attacks on the Post-
al Service and efforts by this adminis-
tration to privatize the Postal Service. 

As Gerry Connolly often reminded us, 
public service is leaving communities 
better than we found them, and North-
ern Virginia is a better place for 
Gerry’s time in public service. 

I first met Gerry and Smitty when 
they came in as a young married cou-
ple 42 years ago when we volunteered 
on the same Governor’s campaign. Over 
the years, everything that could be 
done by any human being to make life 
better for the citizens of Northern Vir-
ginia, Gerry did—as a civic association 
leader, a supervisor, a chairman, a Con-
gressman, the president of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, and, most of 
all, as the Democratic chair of the 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform—everything that he did. 

Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, I will 
miss him greatly. This is a due and ap-
propriate honor. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Texas for his kind and eloquent 
words. I also thank Chairman COMER 
for his support of this legislation. 

As I said, Gerry Connolly is some-
body who loved this body. He loved 
Fairfax County. He loved the Postal 
Service. This naming of the post office 
on Page Avenue in Fairfax will mean a 
lot to his family. Just as importantly, 
it will mean a lot to our community, 
which recognizes his decades of dedi-
cated and passionate service with the 
integrity that he provided. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WALKINSHAW) has very 
nicely thanked the young chairman of 
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, JAMES COMER. Mr. 
COMER, I think, really did work well 
with the minority to make sure not 
only that this bill was handled appro-
priately, but to make sure that it could 
be scheduled in time so that the fami-
lies would be here. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues and all of our colleagues to un-
derstand that, today, naming this post 

office is a nice way to remember not 
just the memory but also the service 
that our late colleague, Gerald Con-
nolly, provided. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for their support, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 6332. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ULYSSES S. GRANT POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7809) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 201 East Grant Avenue in 
Georgetown, Ohio, as the ‘‘Ulysses S. 
Grant Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7809 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ULYSSES S. GRANT POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 201 
East Grant Avenue in Georgetown, Ohio, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ulys-
ses S. Grant Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Ulysses S. Grant Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. 
WALKINSHAW) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of this bill, which would rename a post 
office in Georgetown, Ohio, for Ulysses 
S. Grant. 

As an Ohio native, Grant was born in 
Point Pleasant and raised in George-
town before attending the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point, New York. 

Upon graduation, he served with dis-
tinction in the Mexican-American war. 
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He later went on to engage in several 
major battles during the American 
Civil War, eventually becoming the 
first officer appointed as lieutenant 
general of the United States Army. 

Grant became the 18th President of 
the United States in 1869 and served 
two terms as President of the United 
States of America. 

Over his time in office, President 
Grant established the Department of 
Justice and oversaw the adoption of 
the 15th Amendment and other Recon-
struction efforts that were important 
to this fledgling young Nation. He is 
remembered as one of the great mili-
tary geniuses and a symbol of national 
unity. 

I am pleased not only on behalf of 
Chairman JAMES COMER to bring this 
bill forward but also the important 
parts of this that come from the dele-
gation from the great State of Ohio. 
We will be hearing from them in just a 
few minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, some of my Virginia an-
cestors are rolling over in their graves 
today, but I am very happy to be here 
to speak in support of H.R. 7809 to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 201 East 
Grant Avenue in Georgetown, Ohio, as 
the Ulysses S. Grant Post Office Build-
ing. 

Ulysses S. Grant was an American 
hero who helped lead the United States 
Army to victory against the Confed-
eracy in the Civil War before serving as 
President of the United States. 

After graduating from West Point, 
Grant served in the Mexican-American 
war under the leadership of General 
Zachary Taylor, who would later be-
come the 12th President of the United 
States. 

Grant initially resigned from the 
Army in 1854, but at the outbreak of 
the Civil War, he served as commander 
of a volunteer regiment and was quick-
ly promoted to brigadier general. 

Throughout the war, he fought and 
won numerous battles. His victories in-
cluded the capture of Fort Henry and 
Fort Donelson and the defeat of rebel 
forces at Shiloh and Vicksburg. 

As the war progressed, his military 
leadership played an instrumental role 
in enforcing President Lincoln’s Eman-
cipation Proclamation and advancing 
the United States’ commitment to end-
ing slavery. 

In March 1864, President Lincoln des-
ignated Grant as the general-in-chief of 
the U.S. Army Forces, ultimately lead-
ing to a Union victory in April 1865 
with the surrender of Confederate Gen-
eral Lee at Appomattox in Virginia. 

After the war, Ulysses S. Grant 
served two terms as President of the 
United States. During his time in of-
fice, he pushed forward the Reconstruc-
tion agenda, advocating for civil rights 
and protection from political violence 
for Black Americans. 

I encourage my colleagues to join us 
in honoring the life and legacy of 
President Grant by naming this post 
office in his hometown of Georgetown, 
Ohio, after him. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, the 
Ohio delegation supports this effort we 
are undertaking today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TAYLOR). 

b 1550 
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the gentleman for yielding me the 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill to rename the Georgetown, 
Ohio, post office the Ulysses S. Grant 
Post Office Building. 

President Grant was born on April 27, 
1822, in Point Pleasant, Ohio. He spent 
his childhood in Georgetown, Ohio, a 
small town in Brown County, in what 
is today Ohio’s Second Congressional 
District, before attending the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point in 1839. 

Grant’s time at West Point kicked 
off a legendary military career, begin-
ning in the Mexican-American War and 
ending with the rank of general of the 
Army of the United States, the posi-
tion he held until he became President. 

His accomplishments in the Civil 
War are too numerous to list, but after 
winning the battles at Fort Donelson, 
Shiloh, Vicksburg, Chattanooga, and 
Petersburg, he eventually accepted 
Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appo-
mattox Court House, ending the Civil 
War and keeping the Union intact. 

Following his military service, on 
March 4, 1869, Grant was sworn in as 
the 18th President of the United 
States, becoming the second Ohioan to 
serve as President. Throughout his two 
terms as President, Grant worked on 
civil rights issues, including the estab-
lishment of the Department of Justice, 
the adoption of the 15th Amendment, 
and other Reconstruction efforts. 

Ulysses S. Grant was an extraor-
dinary American worthy of being re-
membered. At a time when our Nation 
was divided, much more divided than 
we are now, he was instrumental in 
bringing us back together. Without 
him, our Nation and world would be a 
much different place. 

By renaming the post office in his 
hometown of Georgetown after him, we 
are further solidifying his profound leg-
acy. 

I thank the entire Ohio delegation 
for supporting this legislation, and I 
thank Chairman COMER’s staff for 
working with us throughout this proc-
ess. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I join Mr. 
TAYLOR in thanking the Ohio delega-

tion and really all of our Members for 
their recognition of service to this 
great Nation in the naming of this post 
office. 

The effort that the President made to 
represent the United States, the unity 
that you heard about his service to the 
United States military, his service to 
the Department of Justice, his service 
to the people of the country to bring 
them together at a time when many 
thought we could not survive as a na-
tion, to honor him now is, without 
question, the right thing to do. Naming 
this post office in his hometown of 
Georgetown, Ohio, is a high honor to 
the people of that town also. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, naming a 
post office for our 18th President of the 
United States, Ulysses S. Grant. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 7809. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SPENDING AVIATION FEES FOR 
EQUIPMENT, GUARANTEEING UP-
GRADED AND ADVANCED RISK 
DETECTION AND SAFETY ACT OF 
2026 

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 8770) to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to establish funds 
for investments in aviation security, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8770 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Spending 
Aviation Fees for Equipment, Guaranteeing 
Upgraded and Advanced Risk Detection and 
Safety Act of 2026’’ or the ‘‘SAFEGUARDS 
Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the fee collected in accordance with sec-

tion 44940 of title 49, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘‘9/11 Security 
Fee’’), is an airline passenger-paid fee estab-
lished with the express purpose of sustaining 
the safety and security of the aviation sys-
tem of the United States; 

(2) revenue generated from the 9/11 Secu-
rity Fee should be used exclusively to fund 
activities, programs, equipment, and initia-
tives that directly improve the security of 
commercial aviation, including passenger 
and baggage screening, security technology 
upgrades, and the support of personnel re-
sponsible for aviation security; 

(3) the use of the 9/11 Security Fee for pur-
poses unrelated to aviation security under-
mines public trust and the original intent of 
the fee, and all proceeds from the fee should 
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