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Eastern North Carolina will always be 
proud to call him one of our own. 

To Doug, Karen, and his family, we 
grieve with you. We pray with you. We 
will forever remember Major Alexander 
Davis, a beloved airman, a beloved 
leader, and a true American hero. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1530 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CRAWFORD) at 3 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on the postponed questions at a later 
time. 

f 

CONGRESSMAN GERALD E. 
CONNOLLY POST OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6332) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 10660 Page Avenue in Fairfax, 
Virginia, as the ‘‘Congressman Gerald 
E. Connolly Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6332 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONGRESSMAN GERALD E. CON-

NOLLY POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 10660 
Page Avenue in Fairfax, Virginia, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Congressman 
Gerald E. Connolly Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Congressman Gerald 
E. Connolly Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. 
WALKINSHAW) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on that 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support 

of a bill which would rename a post of-
fice in Fairfax, Virginia, for one of our 
former colleagues, Congressman Gerald 
E. Connolly, a father, a husband, friend 
of mine and to this body, and a lifelong 
civil public servant, one that dedicated 
his life to his constituents, his commu-
nity, and to his country. 

Gerald Connolly began his life of 
service at the Heifer Project Inter-
national in Little Rock, Arkansas. Ar-
kansas is a beautiful, young State that 
we have here in the United States, and 
he chose to move there and to live to 
work on his project to begin his serv-
ice. 

He then moved to Washington, D.C. 
in 1972. Gerry rose from the education 
director to executive director of the 
American Freedom from Hunger Foun-
dation while simultaneously serving as 
the executive director of the U.S. Com-
mittee on Refugees. 

He became a pillar of a person and 
stalwart for Northern Virginia through 
his 13 years on the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors and served for 16 
years as our colleague in this body rep-
resenting Virginia’s 11th Congressional 
District. 

In 2025, he was elected as the ranking 
member of the House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform 
after serving as a member of the com-
mittee since 2009. 

In Congress, Gerald Connolly was a 
friend to many of us and my friend 
also. He was steadfast in fighting for 
what he believed in. 

He was always committed to biparti-
sanship where he thought we could 
agree, and he would find those issues. I 
worked with him on many. Many of my 
Republican committee colleagues 
found Gerry Connolly to be a partner 
and a friend. 

The bottom line is that his exem-
plary public service will endure, con-
tinuing to guide and inspire those com-
mitted to serving our Nation. I am sure 
that his life and the stories of his life 
are being told with many as an exam-
ple of public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for his eloquent remarks. 

This legislation is a tribute to a 
giant of public service, a man whose 
legacy is written across Northern Vir-
ginia and across this institution. 

Gerry Connolly believed deeply in 
public service. He believed in this insti-
tution, in the work of representative 

democracy, and in the responsibility 
that comes with the oath of office. 

He knew that democracy doesn’t sus-
tain itself. It takes people willing to do 
the hard, unglamorous work of gov-
erning, legislating, organizing, compro-
mising, and showing up for the commu-
nities they serve. 

Gerry was a singular force for good in 
Fairfax, and for 11 years, I had the 
privilege of serving as his chief of staff. 
I saw up close how he poured his sig-
nificant intellect, his integrity, and his 
energy into serving our community 
every single day. He is somebody who 
served the public with every fiber of his 
being until his last day. 

He was widely respected here as one 
of Congress’ most effective lawmakers. 
He was a champion for the Federal 
workers he represented, a champion for 
the Postal Service, a principled states-
man who represented our Nation at the 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 

I am confident he is the only person 
in history who will have served twice 
as president of the Fairfax County Fed-
eration of Citizens Associations and 
twice as the president of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly. Before he 
served in Congress, he shaped the Fair-
fax County that my constituents know 
and enjoy today. 

He served on the board of supervisors 
from 1995 to 2008, including 5 years as 
chairman. He took enormous pride in 
that work and had a passion for the 
work of local government. 

Under his leadership, Fairfax County 
invested in smart growth, in transit, in 
environmental stewardship, in librar-
ies, trails, and affordable housing. It is 
the public infrastructure that has 
transformed Fairfax and Northern Vir-
ginia into an economic engine and a 
national model. 

His legacy can be seen in the Silver 
Line metro extension, the Mosaic Dis-
trict in Merrifield, the Gerry Connolly 
Cross County Trail, and the Oakton Li-
brary. 

Gerry was an institutionalist in the 
best sense. He respected this House not 
as a monument but as a living instru-
ment of democracy, one that must be 
used to hold power accountable, to pro-
tect the dignity of public service, to de-
fend those who don’t have a voice, and 
to stand up for our democratic values 
at home and abroad. 

Mr. Speaker, Gerry had a heart as big 
as his intellect. He loved people. He 
loved animals. He loved our commu-
nity. He loved a good conversation, a 
good story, and even good gossip, some-
times to the frustration of those who 
were trying to keep him on schedule. 

Above all, Gerry was a family man. 
He loved his wife, Smitty, who is here 
with us today in the gallery, with a de-
votion that everyone around him could 
see. He was endlessly proud of his 
daughter, Caitlin, and welcomed his 
son-in-law, Mark, into that circle of 
love and loyalty that defined him. 

For all of his accomplishments in 
public, the center of his world was al-
ways his family and the joy he took in 
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them. It revealed the same warmth and 
humanity that made him so beloved by 
those he represented. 

For me he was more than a Member 
of Congress. He was a mentor, a best 
friend, and a formative figure. Because 
of him, I am a better public servant, 
but more importantly, a better hus-
band, father, and friend. 

I will carry his wisdom and his love 
for this community, for this institu-
tion with me for the rest of my life. 
Naming this post office for Congress-
man Gerald E. Connolly will ensure 
that generations of Fairfax residents 
are reminded of what public service 
looks like when it is rooted in integ-
rity, vision, humor, and love of com-
munity. 

We lost a giant last year, and we 
honor Gerry’s legacy by continuing the 
work he loved by serving others, speak-
ing the truth, defending democracy, 
and never forgetting those who sent us 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6332, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I, too, while directing my comments 
directly to the young speaker, will say 
that I, too, recognize not only Con-
gressman Connolly’s family being here, 
but I equally recognize, as Mr. 
WALKINSHAW does, their contribution of 
service with their husband and their fa-
ther and their uncle and those mem-
bers of the family because service goes 
beyond just a person. It is extended to 
the family, who many times is a part of 
the success that is gleaned from their 
service, but they are an equal part of 
it. 

I, too, recognize, on behalf of myself 
and my colleagues on this side, the 
generosity that they extended by being 
here today and for the service that 
they will be rewarded with and 
thanked for today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1540 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BEYER). 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman WALKINSHAW for the 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 6332. 

As Mr. WALKINSHAW has said, this 
legislation would name the post office 
at 10660 Page Avenue in Fairfax as the 
Gerald E. Connolly Post Office in honor 
of my dear friend and former colleague, 
the late Congressman Gerry Connolly. 

Mr. Speaker, I used to tease Gerry all 
the time about the 41-mile Gerry Con-
nolly Cross County Trail in Fairfax 
County that was a hiking, biking, and 
bridle trail. It went the whole arc, from 
one side of Fairfax County to another, 
but it is difficult to imagine a more fit-
ting tribute to Gerry’s lifetime of pub-
lic service than this post office because 
of what he has done. 

He wrote, sponsored, and passed the 
most important postal reform in this 
century, literally this millennium. He 
loved the Postal Service. He fought for 
it year after year. 

He served on the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform 
for 15 years and, again, was an im-
mensely important leader on that com-
mittee. He fiercely believed in the Fed-
eral Government’s commitment to the 
American public for affordable and re-
liable mail delivery for every single 
household in our country, but he was 
also a steadfast champion for the un-
sung heroes, the postal workers, who 
made that possible. He led the defense 
against the DOGE attacks on the Post-
al Service and efforts by this adminis-
tration to privatize the Postal Service. 

As Gerry Connolly often reminded us, 
public service is leaving communities 
better than we found them, and North-
ern Virginia is a better place for 
Gerry’s time in public service. 

I first met Gerry and Smitty when 
they came in as a young married cou-
ple 42 years ago when we volunteered 
on the same Governor’s campaign. Over 
the years, everything that could be 
done by any human being to make life 
better for the citizens of Northern Vir-
ginia, Gerry did—as a civic association 
leader, a supervisor, a chairman, a Con-
gressman, the president of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, and, most of 
all, as the Democratic chair of the 
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform—everything that he did. 

Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, I will 
miss him greatly. This is a due and ap-
propriate honor. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Texas for his kind and eloquent 
words. I also thank Chairman COMER 
for his support of this legislation. 

As I said, Gerry Connolly is some-
body who loved this body. He loved 
Fairfax County. He loved the Postal 
Service. This naming of the post office 
on Page Avenue in Fairfax will mean a 
lot to his family. Just as importantly, 
it will mean a lot to our community, 
which recognizes his decades of dedi-
cated and passionate service with the 
integrity that he provided. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WALKINSHAW) has very 
nicely thanked the young chairman of 
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, JAMES COMER. Mr. 
COMER, I think, really did work well 
with the minority to make sure not 
only that this bill was handled appro-
priately, but to make sure that it could 
be scheduled in time so that the fami-
lies would be here. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues and all of our colleagues to un-
derstand that, today, naming this post 

office is a nice way to remember not 
just the memory but also the service 
that our late colleague, Gerald Con-
nolly, provided. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for their support, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 6332. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ULYSSES S. GRANT POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7809) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 201 East Grant Avenue in 
Georgetown, Ohio, as the ‘‘Ulysses S. 
Grant Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7809 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ULYSSES S. GRANT POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 201 
East Grant Avenue in Georgetown, Ohio, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ulys-
ses S. Grant Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Ulysses S. Grant Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. 
WALKINSHAW) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of this bill, which would rename a post 
office in Georgetown, Ohio, for Ulysses 
S. Grant. 

As an Ohio native, Grant was born in 
Point Pleasant and raised in George-
town before attending the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point, New York. 

Upon graduation, he served with dis-
tinction in the Mexican-American war. 
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