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UDD ANNOUNCEMENT 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, when I 
visit U.S. troops defending liberty, I 
ask them: What else can we do? They 
say: Just get us better drones faster. 

Thus, today, I rise in celebration of 
the announcement of $18.4 million in F- 
Drone manufacturing to be anchored in 
Ohio; both Central Ohio, which has al-
ready received Anduril’s investment, 
and now in Northwestern Ohio, $18.4 
million to begin to manufacture F- 
Drones on our soil. 

An all-hands-on-deck local, State, 
and Federal approach won the day for 
Northwestern Ohio. Our sustained en-
gagement now has attracted one of the 
leading manufacturers of unmanned 
systems: Ukrainian defense drones, the 
U.S. arm of Ukraine’s F-Drones, to 
stand up assembly in Northwestern 
Ohio. 

It will complement an equally sig-
nificant investment by Anduril in Cen-
tral Ohio. Already, our State of Ohio is 
well recognized as the home of avia-
tion, of space exploration, and defense 
industrial base manufacturing. We are 
the home of the best fighter wing in 
the United States of America, F–16s, 
and they are a guard unit. We are so 
proud of them. 

This UDD drone firm will operate on 
the cutting edge of drone technology 
and defense innovation. Its systems 
have been battle-tested on the 
frontlines of liberty, defending the free 
people of Ukraine from Dictator Vladi-
mir Putin’s merciless and unprovoked 
invasion. 

UDD is now one of the leaders in the 
Pentagon’s Drone Dominance Program, 
ensuring that American troops can de-
fend themselves with the best tech-
nology available. 

I have been honored to work with the 
innovative UDD team to spotlight the 
benefits of investing in Northwestern 
Ohio. 

Working closely alongside the Re-
gional Growth Partnership and 
JobsOhio, and with Governor Mike 
DeWine, together we achieved a stra-
tegic partnership with the potential to 
grow into a substantial and sustained 
presence across our Great Lakes re-
gion. 

We have it all: land, air, sea. Our re-
gion has a talented workforce, proven 
manufacturing infrastructure, research 
and testing, phenomenal assets with 
our space agencies, as well as a com-
munity that honors and celebrates the 
shared benefits of working with our 
freedom-loving allies abroad. 

We are confident in our potential to 
be a global leader in U.S. drone manu-
facturing, and Northwestern Ohio’s 
manufacturing genius has formed the 
backbone of the arsenal of democracy. 
We understand steel. We understand 
forging. We understand propulsion. We 
understand tooling. We make things. 
We form things. We helped defeat fas-
cism in World War II, Soviet com-
munism in the last century, and re-
main committed to liberty and to sus-
taining our NATO alliance against all 

enemies. Building our Nation’s defense 
also builds our middle class, and we 
keep them free. 

Our region stands ready to stay vigi-
lant at creating a future to ensure jobs 
and industry leadership for Northwest 
Ohio’s manufacturing workforce and 
making sure that China and other 
countries like Iran do not have the 
most sophisticated technology that is 
known to the world. 

The urgent national security impera-
tive of dominating the drone space and 
the economic benefits for our commu-
nities are why I am honored to lead on 
these issues here on Capitol Hill. These 
include introducing today, my bipar-
tisan Strategic Unmanned Systems 
Partnership Act to ensure America 
continues working with our Ukrainian 
allies on these vital issues. 

Together, we will submit North-
western Ohio as a critical drone manu-
facturing capital of America, and with 
Anduril’s investment in Central Ohio, 
together we will meet our U.S. mili-
tary’s new needs at home and abroad. 

b 1950 
Mr. Speaker, in helping to close 

today, as we return home for Fourth of 
July commemorations, I rise especially 
to commemorate and celebrate our Na-
tion’s 250th anniversary. 

We are still strong. We are still free. 
We have lots of work to do, but it was 
this week in 1776 that our Founders, 
our Framers, our forefathers and 
foremothers, in Philadelphia, came to-
gether to make the courageous declara-
tion that we chose liberty over tyr-
anny. 

How that must have felt at that 
time. 

A year before, Delegate Patrick 
Henry of Virginia, just a little south of 
where I am standing, proclaimed: 
‘‘Give me liberty or give me death.’’ A 
year later, he became Virginia’s popu-
larly elected first Governor. 

Imagine the courage and the vision. 
Our Founders were farmers, printers, 

and merchants—hardworking, ordinary 
people who did the extraordinary and 
envisioned the extraordinary. They 
gave rise to the idea that freedom is a 
right, not a privilege granted by a 
king. 

For 250 years, that Declaration of 
Independence and choice of liberty has 
carried our Nation through wars and 
expansive economic recessions, 
through innovation and growth, and 
through division and unity. 

It was stronger than the weakest 
among us. 

It is important that we don’t just 
look back with pride. We must look to 
the future with purpose to what the 
next 50 years, 100 years, and even 250 
years of the American experiment 
might require of us. 

First of all, it should require duty— 
duty to country—duty to country be-
fore self, because liberty is not free. It 
requires citizens who rise to duty for 
our Republic. 

In this era, each citizen must make a 
vital decision to ensure our Nation and 

people can flourish not just today but 
for the decades to come. That requires 
some wisdom, and we could do a little 
better at that. 

Let Americans be proud of our 
progress when celebrating the next 
milestone anniversary. 

Mr. Speaker, may God bless America 
and give us all the courage to fight for 
a good and prosperous and free people, 
a productive future for all the genera-
tions of Americans to come, and grati-
tude, gratitude, gratitude for where 
this 250 years has moved America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

PEOPLE OF TEXAS STEPPING UP 
(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-

icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. ROY of Texas 
was recognized for 30 minutes.) 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the bipartisan nature of remarks to-
night in remembrance of the impor-
tance of this week and Independence 
Day and our great Nation’s history and 
this particular one, celebrating the 
250th. 

I am going to first, though, focus a 
little bit on my home State of Texas. It 
was 1 year ago this week that we were 
in the throes of negotiating what was 
called at the time the big, beautiful 
bill, an important piece of legislation 
that I am very honored to have been a 
part of working through. It was dif-
ficult in working through all the com-
plexities of the tax policy, dealing with 
the complexities of the reforms to Med-
icaid, to welfare programs, saving $1.7 
trillion, pulling back some of the sub-
sidies and unreliable power that was so 
critically important. 

But all of that was going on—and my 
son, Charlie, who is here with me now, 
we were here. We were in the throes of 
the debates. We were at the White 
House on the 2nd, debating it. We were 
here on the 3rd, late night. We vote on 
this thing. 

And then I was supposed to be in 
Kerrville, Texas, which is where I go 
every summer for the Fourth of July. 
There was a big concert down on the 
river, and I was supposed to be there, 
where my family has gone for, now, at 
least a decade. 

I talked to the President about being 
here for the bill signing because of all 
the work we had gone through, and I 
ultimately told the President that I 
would stay here for the bill signing. 

So I stick around, visited with some 
friends on the night of the 3rd, and I 
am watching the weather forecast. I 
wake up on the morning of the Fourth 
of July. My son and I were getting 
ready to go see some friends, and I see 
the news reports. 

All of a sudden, it starts to sink in 
what had happened in Kerrville. We 
have had a number of moments here on 
the floor of the House, one in par-
ticular almost a year ago, in which we 
remembered those lives who were lost 
and what occurred there in Kerrville. 

But now, 1 year since this coming 
Saturday on the Fourth of July, I do 
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think it merits reflecting on what oc-
curred and, importantly, what occurred 
after. 

That area of the Guadalupe River is 
surrounded by high cliffs in certain 
areas. It is a very beautiful part of the 
State. It cuts through the limestone, 
and so we had been in drought condi-
tions. You have hard ground, lime-
stone. A massive amount of water 
pours into that area. It is an area that 
was inhabited by thousands of people, 
celebrating, obviously—it was Fourth 
of July—but summer camps. That is 
what a lot of people came to focus on. 

Remember that we lost 27 little girls 
from Camp Mystic, and, fortunately, 
we didn’t lose any from any of the 
other camps, but we lost over 100 other 
people. A lot of people forget that part. 
They were people who were camping 
with their families, whole families that 
were swept down the river. 

There has been a lot of Monday- 
morning quarterbacking since then, 
people saying what could have been 
done and what should have been done, 
the force of the floodwaters, all that 
occurred, all that happened, ripping up 
100-year-old Cyprus trees, but I just 
want to focus in on what I believe is 
the true story of what occurred after. 

That is the faith of the community of 
Kerrville who came together to figure 
out how to rebuild through the great 
charity of people across not just the 
county or the State, but the entire 
country and the world. We raised over 
$150 million in private contributions, of 
which over half, pushing $80 million to 
$100 million, had been pushed out the 
door—the rest of it should be out the 
door by the end of this year—to help 
small businesses, to help people keep 
afloat, mental health, keeping people 
in houses and apartments, giving peo-
ple the ability to stay on their feet, 
and all done through the power of the 
strong faith of the people of Texas. 

In the town of Kerrville, there is a 
giant cross that sits up on the hill, and 
there is an entire garden there dedi-
cated to the gospel of Christ. The ex-
tent to which Christian faith was driv-
ing the people of Texas and central 
Texas and the Hill Country to help 
their brothers and sisters and help fam-
ilies cannot be overstated. 

I have to tell you that, as a Member 
of Congress, I don’t tend to do a lot of 
the requests for funding. I don’t come 
up here and try to file bills when there 
are disasters in my home State of 
Texas. My view is that we are the 
eighth biggest economy in the world. 
We have 31 million people, and the Fed-
eral Government is not an ATM for 
every ill that befalls the people. 

I am proud of the people of Texas 
stepping up. Yes, FEMA was there. Yes, 
the Federal Government was a part of 
the effort in dealing and managing 
with the aftermath, getting assets 
there, the Coast Guard heroism. 

But there were a lot of volunteers, 
too—colleagues, friends of mine, MOR-
GAN LUTTRELL, others who were lit-
erally in the water looking in search 

and rescue. The number of people who 
volunteered, I came in on the night of 
the Fourth of July, and I went to the 
facility where they were gathering in 
all of the experts and all the people 
who were there and all the volunteers, 
and the sheriff and all the local law en-
forcement. 

This one young man was just sitting 
in the parking lot, and he had just 
driven down from Lubbock 5-odd hours 
and just came down on a whim as a vol-
unteer with a bunch of drones so he 
could help. 

I kept running into people from all 
over who had just driven there, the 
Cajun Navy who came over. All of the 
people who stepped up to help, I want 
to express my gratitude and thanks to 
so many different people, local volun-
teers, the people who helped out, but 
all the way up to the President of the 
United States himself; Susie Wiles her-
self; former Secretary Noem; Governor 
Abbott; the head of the Texas Division 
of Emergency Management, Chief Nim 
Kidd; the Kerr County sheriff, Sheriff 
Leitha; and countless local leaders. 

More than 850 people were rescued 
from the floodwaters during those crit-
ical days, notably the Coast Guard, 
which President Trump had acknowl-
edged at some point here. The $150 mil-
lion of charitable contributions, all of 
the things that occurred, it is such a 
great place, central Texas. 

There is a reason people from all over 
the country—my colleague BUDDY CAR-
TER had one of his family members, 
even though he is a Congressman from 
Georgia, who was impacted by the 
floods. There were friends of mine and 
colleagues from other parts on the 
other side of the aisle who were reach-
ing out to me because they had people 
who were affected by the floods. 

b 2000 
At the end of the day, it is that cross 

sitting above Kerrville. It is the cross 
that reminds us that, even in our dark-
est moments as humanity, hope re-
mains. The suffering is not the final 
word. 

The love of Christ was on display 
there. The love of Christ is constantly 
on display there in the Hill Country 
and reflected in the actions and the 
compassion shown by Texans and 
Americans around the world. 

I want to remember those people. I 
want to remember the lives lost. I want 
to remember the heroes. I want to re-
member the people who were there at 
the moment. 

With all due respect to a lot of politi-
cians, particularly in Austin, Texas, 
particularly some of the statewide, 
elected officeholders in the State of 
Texas—and they know who they are— 
they sit around pontificating and 
pointing fingers at people about what 
they should or should not have done 
from the comfort of your office and 
your perch in Austin, Texas, when good 
people lost their lives trying to help 
little girls who lost their lives. 

Dick Eastland, who was swept away 
in the flood, and his family and the 

people who are maligning their family 
for what the camp should or should not 
have done—the fact of the matter is, 
they were there at 4 o’clock in the 
morning. They were there trying to fig-
ure out how to manage one of the most 
devastating floods that we have ever 
seen. Politicians who want to Monday- 
morning quarterback and want to try 
to point fingers are not helping. 

The people who had faith in the Lord 
Almighty, the people who stepped up to 
help each other in the time of tragedy 
that we had last year, they are the 
ones who I want to lift up and thank 
because it is not about finger-pointing. 
It is about standing alongside our 
brothers and sisters when bad things 
happen because bad things have always 
happened, and bad things will happen 
again. It is how we respond to them. It 
is what we do in the wake of them. It 
is our faith in the Lord Almighty and 
our faith in Jesus Christ that is what 
perseveres, not political self-interest 
and self-motivation. 

I also note here, as I think about 
what happened there and the greatness 
of Kerrville, the greatness of the Hill 
Country, and the greatness of the State 
of Texas and the whole world in re-
sponse to that, from my perspective, I 
think about all the things that that 
day represents, July Fourth. 

Now, so many of us are going to re-
member July Fourth there in Kerrville 
for that event, but I am going to be 
back in Kerrville this Fourth of July. I 
am not staying here in D.C. for the 
great celebration here. I have been to a 
bunch of them in this town. I am going 
to go back to Kerrville because I want 
to be with the people who I represent, 
and I am proud to represent them as 
the Congressman for the 21st Congres-
sional District. 

The Fourth of July, what I prefer to 
call Independence Day, is for me such a 
special reflection of who we are as a 
people, as a sovereign nation. 

I was blessed during the window of 
COVID to road trip with three of my 
staffers to Philadelphia on July 2, 2020. 
People will recall that, at the time, 
much of our Nation was shut down. 
You couldn’t go anywhere. You 
couldn’t do anything. 

At the time, there was a lot of tur-
moil, rioting in the streets, burning 
down businesses, statues being thrown 
in the water, and statues being defaced. 
I wasn’t going to have any of it. I want-
ed to exalt the greatness of our coun-
try. 

So, I grabbed my staff, and I said: 
You guys want to go on a road trip, the 
great American statue road trip? We 
drove to Philadelphia, and we went 
straight to Independence Hall. I re-
corded a video outside of Independence 
Hall, talking about how it wasn’t the 
bricks, the building, the Liberty Bell 
sitting out there in front of Independ-
ence Hall—none of that. You could 
graffiti it, paint it. You could destroy 
it. You could throw it in a river or a 
harbor. It was what was done in that 
building. 
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I went over to the National Park 

Service, and I said: Hi. I assume the 
building is not open because of COVID. 
And they said no, God bless them. As a 
Member of Congress, they let me go in 
with my three staffers. 

There we were there on July 2. Any 
student of history will know why that 
matters. It is, in fact, on July 2, not 
July Fourth, that we voted, that our 
Founders voted. That was the vote that 
mattered. 

The words of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence are awesome. I say that as a 
University of Virginia graduate and 
proud believer in all of those principles 
articulated by Thomas Jefferson and 
the other people who had a hand in 
that drafting. It was the vote—it was 
the willingness to vote and say we are 
leaving and breaking away from the 
Crown. Those last words in the Dec-
laration of Independence, pledging 
their lives, their fortunes, and their sa-
cred honor—we talk about those words, 
but they lived them. They sat there in 
Independence Hall, looked each other 
in the eye, and voted to do it. 

Again, at that time, in that summer, 
when statues were being torn down and 
stuff being thrown into the water, my 
point when I went up there and re-
corded video was: You can undo all of 
that, but you don’t undo the courage of 
those who came before us to fight to 
give us this great Republic and great 
Nation in which our freedoms can be 
enjoyed by us and by our progeny. 

I recorded a video at Independence 
Hall. We stayed there and visited. We 
got to be there in Independence Hall on 
July 2. I don’t know if I will ever do 
that again, but certainly not in a 
building that was pretty much empty 
except for me and three staffers. 

Then, we left and went down to Fort 
McHenry, where we were regaling the 
words of ‘‘The Star-Spangled Banner’’ 
and Francis Scott Key coming back 
down through Baltimore. You think 
about what that meant. I could sit here 
and give an entire speech on the words 
of ‘‘The Star-Spangled Banner.’’ 

People want to diminish ‘‘The Star- 
Spangled Banner,’’ saying that it is 
more difficult to sing or doesn’t soar as 
‘‘America the Beautiful’’ or something. 
I disagree wholeheartedly. The words 
echo when you are at a stadium and 
listen to the words and see what it 
means: that that flag was, in fact, still 
there. It is so important that we re-
member that and remember why that 
is our national anthem. 

Then, we drove back down to D.C. 
and went to various monuments here 
in Washington. We went down to the 
Jefferson Memorial and Lincoln Memo-
rial. We went to the Roosevelt Memo-
rial. We continued to do that to honor 
the greatness of this country, even as 
some were trying to tear it down. 

I say all of that to say that our sov-
ereignty as a nation matters. It is not 
something that you can just sort of 
trivially dismiss. 

I am going to make a quick political 
commentary here and then come back 

to our celebration of the 250th. I have 
about 15 minutes left. I want to talk 
about the Supreme Court ruling today, 
because it matters a great deal. 

Today, the United States Supreme 
Court issued an opinion that I believe 
was profoundly misguided and under-
mines our national security and our 
sovereignty as a nation in a profoundly 
damaging way. 

I have friends and people who have 
debated this issue for years, good 
friends on both sides of the aisle. This 
is the issue of so-called birthright citi-
zenship. Are you an American citizen 
for simply and solely being born on 
American soil? I remember thinking a 
long time ago that there was some-
thing kind of magical about that con-
cept, that if you are here and in Amer-
ica, and you are born here, you are an 
American. 

It became clearer and clearer to me 
as that privilege—it is not a right; I 
want to come back to that in terms of 
what the 14th Amendment says—but 
what that privilege means to be an 
American. It was being abused. It was 
being abused by people for profit and 
being abused by people for some sort of 
monetary benefit or a benefit of some 
social welfare or benefit of going to a 
hospital or going to school, all things 
which I understand, as a parent, seek-
ing, but we have turned on its head ev-
erything that is good and great about 
our Nation. 

This opinion today by the United 
States Supreme Court, saying that the 
14th Amendment, which was very 
clearly ratified to deal with the issue 
of slavery in a post-slavery world—to 
whom do these former slaves now owe 
allegiance? To factor that into deter-
mining how you define our character, 
as we are adopting the 14th Amend-
ment, it was very clear that ‘‘subject of 
the jurisdiction thereof’’ was meant to 
deal with that. 

For five Supreme Court Justices 
today to manufacture in whole cloth 
that the 14th Amendment, ratified in 
1868, somehow conferred upon someone 
citizenship because a parent came to 
the United States and birthed the child 
on American soil, despite not being a 
citizen and despite not having any alle-
giance to the United States, is not just 
appalling, but it begs: Who we are as a 
nation? 

b 2010 

The Chief Justice, no doubt, and Jus-
tice Barrett, and the other three Jus-
tices who joined that opinion no doubt 
believe they were doing some sort of 
great service by trying to establish 
that this means some great thing for 
the United States. 

I would argue that what they are 
doing is destroying the United States 
because you no longer have a sovereign 
nation. If you are telling the world 
that all you have to do is flout our laws 
and break our laws, come to our coun-
try and have a child, and that child 
gets to have citizenship, which has 
things conferred upon it—voting and 

other privileges and access to welfare 
benefits—then all of those who bled 
and died for this great Nation, to just 
hand that over in violation of the en-
tire text, spirit, and letter of the Con-
stitution and the 14th Amendment, is 
detrimental to our republican form of 
government. 

Roberts, emphasizing: Children born 
of parents unlawfully or temporarily 
present in the United States satisfy 
both elements of the Citizenship Clause 
under the Constitution, he concluded, 
they are citizens at birth. 

That is false. 
The Supreme Court majority ruled 

that illegal aliens invading our coun-
try, having U.S.-born children, and is 
somehow legally sound even though 
the Justices in Wong Kim Ark rejected 
that notion. 

This is something that has been de-
bated for a long time, but when we 
think about this, an estimated 124,000 
to 300,000 anchor babies—which are 
children born to illegal aliens—are 
born each year. In 2023, up to 250,000 
children were born to illegal aliens, 
which accounted for 7 percent of total 
births. 

I cannot imagine that if you told 
those men that were sitting in the fox-
holes in Bastogne, and they were 
storming the beaches in Normandy to 
scale the cliffs, had bullets firing at 
them, that they would say: Yeah, sure, 
let’s turn over the country and our sov-
ereignty as a nation to anyone who 
comes onto our soil and just tries to 
claim it. 

It is being abused by our adversaries 
to undermine our national security. 

The fact is, the United States Con-
gress cannot just sit idly by and allow 
the Supreme Court to do this. People 
will say: Well, CHIP, separation of pow-
ers. The Supreme Court is going to get 
the final word on what the law is. 

Well, I would tell you that the Su-
preme Court has clearly made signifi-
cant errors in judgment in the past. No 
one needs to look too far to figure out 
what that is: Plessy. There have been 
other opinions, Roe v. Wade, which the 
Court has now rightly gone in a dif-
ferent direction. 

I would argue, though, that the Con-
gress needs to react swiftly and make 
very clear that we define what ‘‘subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof’’ means, 
that Congress should act swiftly to say 
we are not going to fund this false no-
tion of who citizens are; and, thirdly, 
that we are going to just pause immi-
gration. 

If the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in its infinite wisdom, says 
they get to decide as the final arbiter 
who is or is not a citizen, then why 
should Congress allow people to come 
into the United States to abuse it, to 
have children, to take advantage of a 
citizenship that is not actually allowed 
under the Constitution because the Su-
preme Court got it wrong? 

If the Supreme Court were to order 
or interpret the law that the President 
of the United States or the Speaker of 
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the House or the majority leader of the 
Senate needs to appear before them 
unclothed to report to the Supreme 
Court, should those leaders of the other 
branches comply? 

Well, CHIP, that is absurd. Okay. 
Well, if the Supreme Court issues a rul-
ing that is patently and factually un-
constitutional, must the other 
branches follow it? 

I say no. I say no. 
Well, CHIP, that is a controversial 

opinion. 
I don’t think so. 
The Constitution of the United 

States does not stand for the propo-
sition that the Court ruled today. It 
simply does not. I think even a basic 
reading of the Constitution would 
make that clear. 

Justice Thomas and Justice Alito, 
both excoriating the majority opinion, 
made sure that it is very clear how 
wrong their opinion was. However, to 
make that determination begs the 
question of what this body, Article I, 
must do. Not can do, must do. 

This is the people’s House. I can tell 
you that the people who I represent 
have no interest in continuing to pay 
taxes to fund people who are coming to 
the United States to take advantage of 
our country for profit or for any other 
motive. They have no interest in doing 
that. So why should we continue to 
fund a government that would do that? 

Look, I can tell you right now that 
for the decisions I have remaining in 
my time in Congress in this term, for 
the remainder of our funding decisions 
and appropriations, for whatever we 
are going to do in reconciliation, we 
better fix this. This Congress better fix 
this because I have no interest in con-
tinuing to fund the operations of a gov-
ernment that has been undermined by 
the United States Supreme Court. 

We should pause all immigration im-
mediately. And, by the way, they say: 
CHIP, you can’t get that through the 
Senate. We have 60 votes. 

Well, let’s keep having that fight, 
too, because the SAVE America Act is 
not the actual full nature of the fight. 
The issue here is whether there is in 
any way, shape, or form a 60-vote 
threshold that we have to follow. There 
is not. 

The Senate, as a body, is, yes, to be 
a cooling saucer. Yes, as a conserv-
ative, I like there to be barriers to 
quick action for legislation, but under 
no circumstances does the Constitution 
or anything else contemplate 60 votes, 
besides rules arbitrarily set by Mem-
bers of the Senate. 

Here we are at a time when this 
body, Congress—the House and the 
Senate together—need to act to protect 
our Nation’s sovereignty: By allowing 
only American citizens to vote in 
American elections; to require voter 
identification in elections of our Fed-
eral officials; to, yes, make very clear 
that ‘‘subject to the jurisdiction there-
of’’ means what it means; and, no, we 
are not going to import people into the 
United States as long as we are being 

told absolutely you must grant citizen-
ship for any child born here. 

We have a choice, and we need to 
make it. We can pass the laws nec-
essary to address what the Court did. 
We can also codify what the President 
has been doing to secure our border to 
stop the abuse of the American people 
that was happening under Biden and 
Mayorkas by codifying—as we did 
under H.R. 2 in the last Congress—that 
work, stop the abuse of asylum, stop 
the abuse of parole, stop the abuse of 
catch-and-release policies and all the 
policies that were being abused to un-
dermine our country which, by the 
way, is also tied to the birthright citi-
zenship issue. 

You cannot have laws that are being 
openly exploited by certain Americans 
in conjunction with NGOs and outside 
groups and people who want to exploit 
us, including our enemies, to put peo-
ple in the United States, have the 
Court just declare that they can be 
citizens because they decided so, have 
taxpayer dollars providing benefits to 
people who have no allegiance to this 
country, who come here and fly other 
flags, who come here and say we should 
change our country; that cannot be 
how a sovereign nation exists. 

b 2020 

We are here this week in this town, 
and we are going to have a great cele-
bration, and we should. This country 
has been able, more than any other 
country on the face of the Earth in his-
tory, to provide a better way of life, 
prosperity, freedom, and the ability to 
carry out one’s faith. This country has 
led the world, but here we are, and this 
country hangs in the balance. 

For 250 years, we have been that bea-
con of hope. God bless all of the people 
who want to come to our country. I am 
glad they do, and I want to be able to 
invite and have people come to our 
country. However, when our country 
has been badly exploited for decades, 
when there are people here right now 
who want to destroy the United States, 
who want it to become an Islamic 
state, who want to milk our welfare 
benefits, commit fraud against the 
country, and who don’t want to raise 
the American flag with the flag of an-
other country, I do not understand for 
the life of me why we do not continue 
to do what we are doing by this Presi-
dent and remove people and why this 
Congress will not act right now, imme-
diately, to respond to the Supreme 
Court. 

There is no criticism of leadership. I 
understand why we are leaving. It is 
July Fourth. I want to go to Kerrville. 
I get it, but right now I would rather be 
here. I would rather be here every day 
from now until we actually solve the 
problem. 

If we do not defend this country, if 
we do not make sure that we can have 
laws that we can depend upon and a 
Constitution that we can rally around 
and believe in it, then what do we have 
left? 

The other thing that is getting lost 
in the shuffle of this celebration—I do 
want to close with this. I have talked 
about it before. It is not just the 250th 
birthday of the United States, but the 
200th anniversary this Saturday of the 
passing of both Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams on the same day. 

I bring that up for a reason in clos-
ing. We have a duty to protect that 
which I believe was divinely inspired 
by the Lord Almighty. We put In God 
We Trust up there for a reason. We 
have Moses overlooking the Chamber 
for a reason. 

You cannot tell me, Mr. Speaker, 
that Jefferson and Adams, both so cen-
tral to both the drafting of the Dec-
laration of Independence and its adop-
tion by the Continental Congress on 
July 2 by a vote, July 4 by drafting, in 
1776 to then pass both 50 years to the 
day on July 4, 2026, with Adams passing 
saying: Jefferson lives, only to find 
out, in truth, Jefferson had passed. 

These were two men who squabbled, 
two men who fought, and two men who 
had different views in terms of fed-
eralism but who came together in mu-
tual respect for what they had accom-
plished and 50 years later pass on the 
same day, you cannot tell me, Mr. 
Speaker, that this Nation was not di-
vinely inspired and divinely created. 

As we sit here in our 250th birthday 
and that 200th anniversary of the pass-
ing of those two great men, my ask of 
all Americans and the leadership of 
this great Nation is that we put it all 
on the line to save that which was, in 
fact, divinely given to us. 

God gave this to us and to the world. 
The people of the world who want to 
come here will not have a nation to 
come to if it is no longer a nation. We 
have a duty to protect it. It is, in fact, 
compassionate to protect this Nation 
for everyone in the world. 

That is our calling for our next 250 
years. That is why we are here. It is 
why I wish we were all here right now, 
in full-throated debate, just as they 
were in the Continental Congress, at 
its each other’s throats until they fi-
nally got unanimity to adopt the Dec-
laration and to take that vote and to 
pledge their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House 
stands adjourned until 9 a.m. on Thurs-
day, July 2, 2026. 

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Thursday, July 
2, 2026, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 
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