
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4334 June 30, 2026 
HONORING ROBERT STEPHENSON 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Robert Stephenson, 
a proud member of the Greatest Gen-
eration, as he celebrated his 101st 
birthday on June 14th, 2026. 

Born in Chicago in 1925, Robert came 
of age during the Great Depression, de-
veloping the values of hard work and 
perseverance that would guide his life. 

At 17 years old, he enlisted in the 
United States Navy during World War 
II, where he helped manage personnel 
and aerial mapping records. 

Following his military service, Rob-
ert studied accounting at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. In 1964, he found-
ed R.L. Stephenson, Incorporated. 

He shared 75 years of marriage with 
his wife, Helene. He remains as active 
today, at 101 years old, as he ever has 
been. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Robert Stephenson 
a very happy 101st birthday and in hon-
oring his century plus of service to the 
American spirit that he embodies. 

f 

COMMENDING JULIA DYCKMAN 
ANDRUS MEMORIAL 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the youth 
mental health crisis. 

Organizations like the Andrus insti-
tution in my district are doing mean-
ingful work to address the challenges 
that our youth face today. 

The Julia Dyckman Andrus Memo-
rial, in Yonkers, New York, operates as 
a trauma-responsive system of care, 
bringing education, clinical services, 
and community-based programs to-
gether to support children and fami-
lies. 

Founded in 1928 by John Emory 
Andrus, former mayor of Yonkers and 
New York Congressman, in the area 
that I now serve, the Andrus institu-
tion helps children, families, and com-
munities succeed through its commu-
nity programs, health clinics, K–9 
school, and residential treatment serv-
ices on its campus. 

Led by award-winning president and 
CEO Dr. Corine Lurry-Mabin and her 
outstanding team, Andrus provides 
comprehensive therapeutic services to 
children with severe emotional disabil-
ities and autism, 90 percent of whom 
live below the poverty line. 

Andrus is the largest school-based 
mental health provider in Westchester 
County, serving more than 2,500 chil-
dren every year. 

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I commend Andrus for its 
tireless work to provide life-changing 
support to help children heal, grow, 
and thrive. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MILTON TUR-
NER WRIGHT, JR., RETIRED 
TEXAS SHERIFF 

(Mr. NEHLS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to Milton Turner 
Wright, Jr., a former Texas Ranger and 
retired sheriff of Fort Bend County, 
Texas, who passed away on March 5, 
2026. 

Sheriff Wright was a true example of 
a public servant. From serving honor-
ably in the United States Navy to dedi-
cating his life to law enforcement, he 
always put others before himself. He 
served as sheriff of Fort Bend County, 
Texas, for four terms, 16 years, making 
him the longest serving sheriff in coun-
ty history. 

As sheriff, he revolutionized the of-
fice by embracing modern tech-
nologies, specialized divisions, and in-
mate support programs. Earlier this 
week, Fort Bend County rightfully re-
named its detention center after Sher-
iff Wright, ensuring that his legacy 
will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in pray-
ing for his wife of 68 years, Marian; 
family, friends, and loved ones as they 
mourn the loss of such an honorable 
man. 

f 

END HUNGER NOW 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, WIC 
provides pregnant and postpartum 
moms and their babies with healthy 
food. It increases nutrition, reduces 
premature births, and improves access 
to healthcare for moms and babies. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I find it 
unconscionable that Republicans in 
this Chamber passed a bill earlier this 
month that slashes funding for the pro-
gram by $200 million. The bill takes 
away money for nutritious fruits and 
vegetables and would force WIC pro-
viders to turn away eligible families 
for the first time in 30 years. 

Then, 1 week later, Republicans gave 
$70 billion to make a slush fund for ICE 
and CBP. When it comes to giving $200 
million, that is less than 0.1 percent of 
that number, to hungry kids, Repub-
licans said that we ran out of money. 

What the hell is wrong with these 
people, Mr. Speaker? 

I thought they wanted to make 
America healthy again. You can’t be 
healthy if you are hungry, Mr. Speak-
er, and the Republican Agriculture ap-
propriations bill will make hunger 
worse. 

I will fight tooth and nail for the 
Senate to restore the fruit and vege-
table voucher and reverse these cuts to 
WIC. Let’s work together to actually 
make America healthy and end hunger 
now. 

RECOGNIZING STATE COLLEGE 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the State College Farmers’ Market 
which celebrates 50 years of service 
this year. 

Since the mid-1970s, the farmers’ 
market has been a State College staple, 
bringing together local businesses, 
families, and Penn State students. 

Started by a dozen local farmers, the 
market has stayed true to its original 
mission: to provide people with fresh, 
local foods while supporting Pennsyl-
vania farmers. 

For five decades, the market evolved 
to offer a variety of products, influ-
enced by Centre County’s growing pop-
ulation and Penn State’s large student 
body. 

Vendors have continued bringing old- 
time favorites like maple syrup and 
pies, while introducing new goods like 
cider doughnuts. A handful of vendors 
have been selling local favorites since 
the market’s earliest years, showing up 
every weekend to sell their goods. 

Mr. Speaker, the State College Farm-
ers’ Market exemplifies the importance 
of Pennsylvania farms, the value of 
small businesses, and the influence of 
community. 

As we celebrate this milestone, let us 
look ahead to the next 50 years and 
keep this community tradition thriv-
ing. 

f 

GRATITUDE FOR DR. MELANIE 
YATES 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank my health fellow, 
Dr. Melanie Yates, for her service to 
my office and the Second Congres-
sional District of Illinois. 

I am so lucky Melanie joined us. She 
is brilliant, deeply caring, and has a 
funny wit about her. Melanie, a prac-
ticing ER physician, was always my 
trusted source for any medical ques-
tion, whether it was a complex policy 
matter or a personal concern, bringing 
a unique sense of calm to our entire of-
fice. 

As a proud Minnesotan, Melanie 
loves the cold weather. She has even 
joked that she could live in Alaska, so 
it is pretty funny that she found her-
self in D.C. and is now heading to Cin-
cinnati. It is not exactly the frozen 
north, but I know that wherever she is 
and despite the weather, she will excel. 

I am so incredibly proud of her, and 
she will always be a part of the Kelly 
Alumni family. 

f 

HONORING LIVES LOST IN THE 
KNOWLES FIRE 

(Mr. HURD of Colorado asked and 
was given permission to address the 
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House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor three brave 
wildland firefighters who gave their 
lives protecting the people of Colorado. 

Last Friday, Emily Barker, Nick 
Hutcherson, and Sydney Watson were 
responding to the Knowles fire in west-
ern Colorado as members of the Rifle 
Helitack crew. They answered the call 
to protect others, and in doing so gave 
their lives. 

Emily was from Clinton Township, 
Michigan. Nick was from Glendale, Ar-
izona. Sydney was from Warrior, Ala-
bama. They came from across our 
country to serve in Colorado on some 
of the most challenging terrain in the 
American West. 

This is what wildland firefighters do. 
They go where the need is greatest: 
into the smoke, into the canyons, and 
into danger so our communities can re-
main safe. 

Today we thank Emily, Nick, and 
Sydney not only for how they died, but 
for how they lived: with courage, self-
lessness, and a commitment to serving 
others. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
keep their families, crewmates, and 
every firefighter still on the line in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

f 

CELEBRATING LILIANA 
HAGGERTY’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the inspiring 
resilience and perseverance of my con-
stituent Liliana Haggerty. At just 14 
years old, Liliana was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a type of blood 
cancer that spread through her lym-
phatic system. 

Earlier this month, I had the privi-
lege of meeting Liliana and her won-
derful family in my office. Her courage 
in the face of a frightening disease was 
profound. As a patient, she founded a 
nonprofit dedicated to providing pedi-
atric hospital patients with pajamas, 
blankets, and socks. 

Thanks to the exceptional care she 
received at Children’s Mercy Hospital 
Kansas City and an aggressive 12-week 
chemo plan, Liliana’s cancer is now in 
remission. 

Today, Liliana dedicates her time to 
advocating for other patients and fami-
lies navigating through serious ill-
nesses. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating Liliana’s accom-
plishments and wishing her continued 
success in the years ahead. 

f 

HALIFAX RESOLVES 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, before there was the Declara-
tion of Independence, there was Hali-
fax, North Carolina. 

More than 250 years ago, 83 delegates 
gathered in Halifax with the courage to 
take a bold stand. Through the Halifax 
Resolves, the first Colony officially 
called for independence from Great 
Britain. That is why North Carolina 
proudly carries the title ‘‘First in Free-
dom.’’ 

The journey of American independ-
ence traveled through eastern North 
Carolina, where brave individuals be-
lieved freedom was worth the risk. 
Their courage helped change the course 
of history. 

As America prepares to celebrate 250 
years, let’s remember that every gen-
eration has a responsibility to protect 
the freedoms they fought to secure. 

May God bless our wonderful coun-
try, the United States of America. 

f 
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CONGRATULATING SEVERN 
SCHOOL SAILING TEAM 

(Ms. ELFRETH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ELFRETH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of the Severn School 
sailing team. 

This spring, these students made his-
tory by becoming the first team ever to 
win both the Baker and the Mallory 
National Championships in the same 
season, but these victories did not 
come easily. 

In the Mallory competition, the Ad-
mirals made a critical comeback from 
third to first place, despite dicey wind 
conditions, to win their second title. 

Four graduating seniors, Alex Baker, 
Charlotte MacDonald, Annie Sitzmann, 
and Annabelle Ulak, even missed their 
commencement ceremony to compete 
in the national championships. 

These students’ commitment to ex-
cellence, both in the classroom and on 
the water, is truly inspiring, and their 
accomplishments speak to the incred-
ible coaches and mentors they have 
had along the way. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Coach 
Sitzmann, Coach Alexander, Coach Da-
vids, and the entire Severn sailing 
team on an incredible season and this 
historic accomplishment. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8800, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2027; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 8595, NA-
TIONAL SECURITY, DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2027; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 8884, REMOVING 
BARRIERS TO WORK FOR DIS-
ABLED AMERICANS ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H. RES. 1383, COMMEMORATING 
THE ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE ENACTMENT OF THE 
WORKING FAMILIES TAX CUTS; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1398 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1398 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8800) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for 
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and for de-
fense activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate 
shall be confined to the bill and amendments 
specified in this section and shall not exceed 
one hour equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Armed Services or their 
respective designees. After general debate 
the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. In lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Armed 
Services now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 119–33 
shall be considered as adopted in the House 
and in the Committee of the Whole. The bill, 
as amended, shall be considered as the origi-
nal bill for the purpose of further amend-
ment under the five-minute rule and shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill, as amended, 
are waived. 

SEC. 2. (a) No further amendment to H.R. 
8800, as amended, shall be in order except 
those printed in part A of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of this resolution, and pro forma 
amendments described in section 4 of this 
resolution. 

(b) Each further amendment printed in 
part A of the report of the Committee on 
Rules shall be considered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment 
except as provided by section 4 of this resolu-
tion, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question in the House or 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

(c) All points of order against further 
amendments printed in part A of the report 
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