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HAITI TEMPORARY PROTECTED
STATUS

(Ms. BROWN of Ohio was recognized to
address the House for 5 minutes.)

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, as often
the case with the current occupant of
the White House, it all started with a
lie.

Nearly 2 years ago, JD VANCE got up
off his couch and tweeted a racist
smear that Haitians in Springfield,
Ohio, were eating cats and dogs. Days
later, Donald Trump shamelessly re-
peated it at a Presidential debate.

They knew it was a lie. They knew
those families were here legally. They
knew they were working, raising chil-
dren, paying taxes, and helping rebuild
a community.

None of that mattered because the
point was never to tell the truth. The
point was to make Americans fear Hai-
tians, to turn them into scapegoats, to
convince the country that Black immi-
grants were the source of their prob-
lems.

JD VANCE admitted that he was will-
ing to ‘‘create stories’ to advance his
political agenda.

We all saw what happened next:
Springfield was terrorized. Schools
were closed. Bomb threats poured in.
White supremacists descended on the
city.

So families lived in fear because two
of the most powerful politicians in
America decided that a racist smear
was politically useful. They never
apologized. Instead, they spent 2 years
putting that lie to work and turning it
into government policy. Now, that
campaign of fear is the official policy
of our government.

Last week, the Supreme Court al-
lowed the Trump administration to
terminate the Temporary Protected
Status, also known as TPS, for hun-
dreds of thousands of Haitians, not be-
cause Haiti is safe, not because the
facts have changed, but because this
administration wants more people for
ICE to deport.

Haiti remains consumed by political
collapse and humanitarian disaster.
The conditions that justified TPS still
exist.

These are people who care for our
seniors, build our community, and pay
billions in taxes. They followed the
rules. They trusted the American
promise. Now, they are being told that
a racist political narrative matters
more than the law they followed to a
T.

This is not who we are, America. The
House has already passed the bill ex-
tending TPS because the facts demand
it and because decency requires it.

Now, the Senate must pass it before
the mass deportation tears lives and
communities apart, all because of a
racist, reckless, bigoted, blatant, dis-
honest, and disgusting campaign lie.

BIG UGLY LAW ANNIVERSARY

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, while fam-
ilies are struggling to keep up with ris-
ing prices for food, housing, gas, and
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utilities, this President is focused on
something else entirely different—him-
self.

He is spending taxpayer dollars on a
lavish White House ballroom. He is
tearing up the reflecting pool for an-
other vanity project. He is putting his
name and image on anything he can.

While Americans are tightening their
belts, Donald Trump is building monu-
ments to himself.

One year later, Republicans are still
celebrating what they call the Presi-
dent’s signature legislative achieve-
ment.

That law ripped healthcare away
from millions of Americans, cut food
assistance for families and children,
made it harder to afford college—all to
hand out massive tax breaks to the
wealthiest people in America.

It was a transfer of wealth from
working people to wealthy people.

Mr. Speaker, 17 million Americans
have lost healthcare. More than 4 mil-
lion Americans, including 800,000 chil-
dren, have already lost access to basic
food assistance.

Meanwhile, the wealthiest 0.1 percent
received tax cuts worth nearly a quar-
ter million dollars just last year.

I will ask the simple question: How
has Trump’s big, ugly law helped the
American people? As far as I can tell, it
is just welfare for the wealthy and
well-connected.

Meanwhile, we have gotten higher
prices, higher inflation, slower job
growth, and an economy that works
even better for those already on top.

Republicans called it the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act. I call it a big, ugly
law, because there is nothing beautiful
about taking healthcare and food away
from families to pay for tax cuts for
billionaires.

Happy anniversary to Trump’s signa-
ture achievement. One year later, the
verdict is in: Working families paid the
price, and the wealthiest Americans
cashed the check.

———
RECOGNIZING HILLARY OLSON

(Mr. MORELLE of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an extraordinary
leader, a cherished friend, and someone
whose impact on Rochester will be felt
for generations to come: Hillary Olson.

Since arriving at the Rochester Mu-
seum & Science Center in 2018, Hillary
has helped strengthen one of the cor-
nerstones of our community. Through
enormous challenges, including the
pandemic, she guided the RMSC with
vision, determination, and grace, help-
ing ensure it emerged stronger than
ever.

Hillary cares deeply about this com-
munity, about its history, about its fu-
ture, and the people who call it home.
She brings warmth, curiosity, and an
unwavering belief that institutions
like the Rochester Museum & Science
Center can inspire young people, con-
nect communities, and open minds.
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Because of her leadership, countless
families, students, and visitors have
experienced the wonder of science, cul-
ture, and discovery.

While we are sad to see her leave
Rochester, we are proud to see her take
on this next chapter, knowing she will
bring with it that same remarkable
leadership wherever she goes.

Mr. Speaker, I wish her nothing but
success, happiness, and continued im-
pact in her new role and in the years
ahead.

RECOGNIZING DR. BETH PAUL

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Beth Paul as she
concludes her tenure of as president of
Nazareth University after 6 years of re-
markable leadership.

Beth arrived at Nazareth during one
of the most difficult moments in mod-
ern higher education, taking the helm
in the midst of a global pandemic.

Through steady leadership, vision,
and determination, she helped guide
the institution through extraordinary
challenges while positioning it for a
stronger future.

Under her leadership, Nazareth em-
braced a historic new chapter,
transitioning from Nazareth College to
Nazareth University and celebrating
its centennial year—milestones that
will shape the institution for genera-
tions to come.

Beth has been a passionate advocate
for students, a champion of higher edu-
cation, and a leader who understands
that universities are not just places of
learning. They are engines of oppor-
tunity, discovery, and service.

On behalf of my entire community, I
thank my dear friend Dr. Beth Paul for
her leadership, her service, and her un-
wavering commitment to helping stu-
dents realize their potential.

VISITING OMAR RAMOS-JIMENEZ

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today after visiting the Buffalo Federal
Detention Facility in Batavia, New
York, where I met with my constituent
Omar Ramos-Jimenez.

Omar has lived in Rochester for three
decades. He has worked, paid taxes,
raised a family, and built a life in our
community. He is not a danger to any-
one. He is not a flight risk. He is a hus-
band, a father, a neighbor.

As we spoke, he kept repeating the
same words: ‘I just want to go home.”
He does not want to go to Mexico. He
wants to go to Rochester because
Rochester is his home. Donald Trump
told the American people he would tar-
get violent criminals, the worst of the
worst. Instead, we are seeing longtime,
productive members of our community
swept up in a system built on fear. It is
not about public safety. It is simply
about cruelty.

In this moment, we must uphold
American values. Dignity must be non-
negotiable. Due process must be non-
negotiable. Basic humanity must be
nonnegotiable.

I will continue fighting for Omar, for
thousands like him, and for an immi-
gration system rooted in fairness, de-
cency, and respect for every person.
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DANGERS OF NITROUS OXIDE

(Mr. MULLIN of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about nitrous oxide—a
deadly inhalant that is being sold to
consumers online and in stores across
the U.S.

Put yourself in the shoes of a parent
who just received the worst news of
their life: your child has suddenly be-
come unable to walk. They have blood
clots around their lungs, or, tragically,
they have lost their life, and it is all
because they got addicted to inhaling
nitrous oxide they bought legally off
the shelf from their corner store or on-
line in bulk.

While grieving the unimaginable, you
are left asking: How did this happen?

That is what Julia Charleston was
thinking when her 34-year-old son,
Robert, a military veteran, died after
becoming addicted to nitrous oxide.

Often called laughing gas, nitrous is
probably something you have heard
about at the dentist, but it is ex-
tremely dangerous to inhale without
medical supervision. Even a single use
can cause debilitating side effects, like
neurological damage or even death.

This is a growing problem. Mr.
Speaker, 14 million Americans say they
have misused nitrous oxide, and fatali-
ties from nitrous oxide misuse have in-
creased by 578 percent in the past dec-
ade.

Despite these risks, nitrous oxide is
being marketed as a carefree party
drug, with names like ‘‘galaxy gas’ or
“baking bad,” in giant, brightly-col-
ored canisters and flavors. This is
clearly targeting both kids and adults
for recreational use.

Meanwhile, the smaller canisters,
like this one, are pervasive at music
concerts, college campuses, parks, and
beaches.

Social media videos of people using
nitrous have glamorized and fueled this
deadly trend, and DUI nitrous cases are
putting everyone in harm’s way.

Right now, it is incredibly easy to
buy nitrous oxide at smoke shops, gas
stations, and online. I was even able to
purchase nitrous oxide canisters and
have them shipped directly to the U.S.
Capitol, no questions asked.

Congress must act to protect people
from this dangerous and deadly inhal-
ant. That is why I introduced the bi-
partisan Nitrous Oxide Safety Act to
ban the sale of nitrous oxide to con-
sumers and close the loophole that is
being exploited.

While there are legitimate reasons
for doctors, dentists, businesses, and
industry to use this chemical, it has no
business being sold in stores or online.
That is what my bill would prevent, re-
gardless of whether it has a warning
label.

It has been reassuring to see some
States start to act, but we need Fed-
eral legislation to address this truly
interstate problem.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

No more parents should have to expe-
rience the devastation of losing a child
to nitrous oxide.

———
0 1130
RECOGNIZING STEVE KEOWN

(Mr. BAIRD of Indiana was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Steve Keown, a retiring
agriculture teacher and FFA adviser
who dedicated 42 years to Carroll Coun-
ty Junior-Senior High School.

Mr. Keown received his bachelor’s de-
gree from Murray State University and
a master’s degree from Purdue Univer-
sity in curriculum and instruction.

Mr. Keown mentored countless future
educators through the MI-BAT pro-
gram. Mr. Keown also served the Indi-
ana Association of Agricultural Edu-
cators for numerous years.

During Mr. Keown’s tenure, the Car-
roll County FFA chapter earned na-
tional recognition for over 20 consecu-
tive years, produced over 200 recipients
of State FFA degrees and nearly 60
American FFA degrees, over 50 pro-
ficiency champions, and more than 25
national finalists and winners.

Mr. Keown’s commitment to student
leadership and hands-on learning has
shaped success for FFA chapters in In-
diana. His passion for agriculture edu-
cation and mentoring others will leave
a lasting impact on our community.

HONORING TIPPECANOE SCHOOL CORPORATION

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Tippecanoe School Corpora-
tion’s Extra Mile Award winner, Deb
Liggett.

Deb Liggett is an extremely dedi-
cated caretaker of students who drives
170 miles every day, taking students to
McCutcheon High School, South-
western Middle School, and Klondike
Schools for over 40 years. She has been
a dependable source of kindness and
joy for Hoosier students.

Our students need role models who
are examples of reliability, compas-
sion, and good citizenship.

One kindhearted person can make a
difference in the lives of so many
young people. Deb Liggett has been
that role model in the Tippecanoe area.

I am proud to congratulate her on re-
ceiving this well-known and well-
earned award, and I am glad our stu-
dents have Ms. Liggett on their way to
and from school.

CONGRATULATING IVY TECH COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Ivy Tech Community
College, which recently won three
third-place awards in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s Battery Workforce
Challenge.

This challenge is a 3-year collegiate
engineering competition where teams
build an advanced battery pack for the
commercial Ram ProMaster EV pro-
gram.

All the students who competed pro-
gressed through technical milestones
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that reflect the same trials that the
energy industry faces. Throughout the
program, the students met demanding
engineering standards without compro-
mising safety.

I am so proud of these students at Ivy
Tech who succeeded throughout the
competition and provided real results
from their work.

Our Nation needs innovative minds.
The challenges we face are difficult and
complicated, and I am glad we have
young Hoosiers who are ready to tackle
these issues head-on and showcase the
incredible talent we have in Indiana.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Ivy Tech
on these well-deserved awards.

———
CELEBRATING AMERICA’S 250TH
ANNIVERSARY: CONTRADICTION
AND HOPE

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, my reflections on the Nation’s 250th
anniversary:

Happy birthday, America.

Mr. Speaker, 250 years ago, a remark-
able experiment was launched upon
this continent. It announced to the
world that liberty was a universal
birthright, that governments derived
their authority from the consent of the
governed, and that human dignity de-
served political expression. It was a
dream of uncommon brilliance.

Yet on that very same day, another
story marched beside it—a nightmare
of uncommon cruelty. Freedom and
slavery entered history together in an
unholy matrimony.

The Declaration proclaimed equality
while hundreds of thousands remained
in chains. The promise was magnifi-
cent. The practice was monstrous. The
vision soared toward Heaven while the
reality remained anchored in human
bondage.

This is not merely the paradox of
America’s founding. It is the perma-
nent tension within the American
story.

Our Republic has always contained
both contradiction and conviction, hy-
pocrisy and hope, exclusion and expan-
sion, injustice and aspiration.

Yet history teaches us something
very profound. The greatness of Amer-
ica has never been that it was born per-
fect. Its greatness has rested upon its
capacity to become better. Every gen-
eration has been asked a single ques-
tion: Will you enlarge the promise, or
will you shrink it?

That question confronts us today, for
what a nation chooses to remember be-
comes its operating system. What it
chooses to forget becomes its char-
acter. Memory is not nostalgia. Mem-
ory is infrastructure. It determines
how a people think, how they govern,
how they educate their children, and
how they understand their obligations
to one another.

When a nation tells the whole truth
about itself, it becomes stronger. When
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