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A birthday like that invites reflec-

tion. I have found myself considering 
what a privilege it is to be an Amer-
ican, on what it actually means to be 
one, and on the history that all of us 
get to claim as our own. 

I reflect, too, on my own State and 
on its place in history. I think about 
the pioneers of Utah. We often gather 
in Utah to recite their deeds. We praise 
their determination, and we tell their 
stories. We are tempted to believe that 
because their story is great, we have 
become great by inheritance. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say that 
idea is only half true. The great stories 
of the past are not what make us great. 
The great stories of the past are what 
we measure ourselves by. The founders 
and the pioneers and the ideas that 
animate them do not belong only to 
the past. They belong in this room, 
forcing us to ask what we have done 
with what they have built, and shaping 
what we should do next. 

In 1856, a stonecutter from England 
named John Rowe Moyle crossed an 
ocean and walked the plains to Utah. 
When work began on the Salt Lake 
Temple, he answered the call to help 
build it. 

Every Monday John woke at 2 in the 
morning. He walked 22 miles to reach 
his post. He worked all week. On Fri-
day night he walked 22 miles home in 
the dark. He did this year after year. 

Then a family cow kicked him in the 
leg. His leg could not be saved. His 
family strapped him to a door and took 
the leg off with a common bucksaw. 
Most men would have stopped there. 

John Rowe Moyle did not stop. He 
carved himself a leg out of wood. He 
walked on it through the pain, and he 
continued to walk to the temple. 
Standing on that wooden peg, with his 
own hands, he carved the words: ‘‘Holi-
ness to the Lord’’ into the granite. 

He would not live to see that temple 
finished. He knew that would be the 
case, yet he spent years of his life dedi-
cated to the task anyway. 

Mr. Speaker, John Rowe Moyle did 
not do this for praise. He did it because 
he wanted to leave something for those 
who came after him. 

That temple still stands, and in our 
time its care was handed to us. The 
Salt Lake Temple is emerging from the 
largest restoration in its history. For 
years it stood wrapped in scaffolding. 
This year the scaffolding came down, 
and it will open again. All of you are 
invited next year between April and 
October to tour this remarkable and 
sacred building. 

We did not simply admire what the 
pioneers built. Utahns restored it. 
Crews built the new foundation built to 
carry it through an earthquake that 
the pioneers never could have imag-
ined. They preserved the old crafts-
manship, and they made it strong 
enough to stand for generations we will 
never meet. 
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That is the whole lesson, Mr. Speak-

er, in one building. A great thing was 

handed to us Utahns, and we did not 
take it for granted. We did the hard 
and unseen work to make it last, and 
we will pass it on stronger than we 
found it. 

Here is the difficult question. It is 
the test of this generation, the test of 
this body, and the test of this people. 
When something great is handed to us, 
are we the kind of people who only 
stand back and admire it, or are we the 
kind who will do the quiet and difficult 
work and pass it on better than we 
found it? 

That is what the pioneers in Utah 
did. That is what the Founders did 250 
years ago. They did the hard work and 
got up a steep road for a reward many 
of them would never collect. 

This Republic is that same kind of 
inheritance. It was built for us. It is 
now ours to strengthen, not simply to 
live off of. 

Mr. Speaker, let us be worthy of the 
people who built before us. Let us carry 
our own burden. Let us leave behind 
something that stands. 
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URGING OMB TO WITHDRAW 
PROPOSED RULE 

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the sweeping 
proposed rule from the Office of Man-
agement and Budget that would fun-
damentally overhaul how Federal 
agencies award and administer grant 
funds. 

Under this proposal, Federal grant 
funding would be tied to the Presi-
dent’s ideological agenda and subject 
to intense scrutiny by political ap-
pointees of the President instead of 
nonpartisan scientific peer review. 

The proposed rule would also make it 
easier for agencies to suspend or cancel 
grants if administration priorities 
change. This rule would prevent grant-
ees from having the opportunity to 
contest political decisions from the ad-
ministration without incurring expen-
sive litigation costs. 

If implemented, this rule would force 
already burdened local governments, 
nonprofits, and community health cen-
ters to operate in an ever-shifting envi-
ronment, making it more difficult to 
provide vital services, including hous-
ing, food, and disaster assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge OMB to withdraw 
this rulemaking in full. 

PROTECT TPS FOR HAITIANS AND SYRIANS 
Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today 1 week after the Supreme Court 
decision to end temporary protected 
status for immigrants from Haiti and 
Syria. 

When the TPS program was created 
in 1990 by Congress, its purpose was to 
ensure an immediate solution for im-
migrants fleeing emergent crises, 
whether that may be ongoing armed 
conflict, environmental disaster, or 
other extraordinary conditions. 

Today, 350,000 Haitians and 6,000 Syr-
ians face potential deportation to parts 

of the world where crises remain, and 
their security is threatened. 

Engineers, students, doctors, and 
caregivers who came to this country to 
give, not take, are being thrown to the 
wayside. 

While I joined a majority of my col-
leagues in the House to pass a bill pro-
tecting TPS for Haitians, until it be-
comes law, over 350,000 lives remain in 
limbo. 

Mr. Speaker, on the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States, this decision 
turns its back on a founding promise to 
give refuge to the persecuted. It is time 
we get back to honoring that promise. 

SUPPORTING HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, when we 

talk about the American Dream, most 
imagine settling down with a good-pay-
ing job and a constant roof over their 
head. 

Sadly, that goal continues to grow 
out of reach for many with rising infla-
tion and the lack of affordable housing. 

I saw the pressures of that crisis as 
Westchester County executive, where I 
worked to create more than 2,500 af-
fordable housing units. 

In Congress, I have continued to sup-
port legislation to expand housing op-
portunities and improve affordability. 
That is why I was proud to support the 
21st Century ROAD to Housing Act, 
which would build more homes, make 
it easier to buy or rent a home, and 
provide better data to improve re-
sources in underserved communities. 

Although President Trump refused to 
sign this crucial piece of legislation 
into law, this will not stop Congress 
from delivering for the American peo-
ple. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to show my 
constituents and people across the 
country that despite the disarray hand-
ed down from the President, on this 
particular issue, Democrats and Repub-
licans worked together to address the 
affordability crisis. 

f 

REAL INGREDIENTS, REAL 
STANDARDS, REAL BUTTER 

(Mr. WIED of Wisconsin was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on the last day of National Dairy 
Month to ask my colleagues to support 
my newest bill, the Recognizing Engi-
neered Alternatives as Lab-Created 
Butter Act, or the REAL Butter Act. 

It is unbelievable that legislation 
like this is even necessary, but unfor-
tunately, that is the reality we face 
today. 

Billionaire food experiments are no 
longer hypothetical. Bill Gates is fund-
ing a lab-grown butter project made 
from carbon dioxide instead of milk 
from a cow right in Illinois, right in 
the backyard of America’s Dairyland. 

This creation is an attack on Amer-
ican farmers, the dairy industry, and 
the Trump administration, which re-
cently recognized butter as a healthy 
food under its newly announced dietary 
guidelines. 
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The REAL Butter Act would simply 

require that this fake butter be clearly 
labeled as ‘‘lab-created butter’’ di-
rectly on the product. 

America’s dairy farmers put in the 
work every day to keep our families 
fed, our rural communities strong, and 
our agricultural heritage alive. They 
should not have to compete with prod-
ucts that hide behind vague or mis-
leading labels. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in standing with America’s 
dairy farmers and supporting this com-
monsense legislation. 
HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF ELMER W. 

RAGEN 
Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize the life and legacy of a 
true pillar of our community in Wis-
consin’s Eighth District and one of my 
inspirations for getting involved in 
public service, Elmer W. Ragen. 

Born in Oconto County in 1929, he en-
listed in the United States Navy after 
high school and served from 1950 to 1954 
in the Korean war, during which he 
rose to the rank of petty officer first 
class. 

In addition to his military service, he 
volunteered with the Pulaski and Lit-
tle Suamico Fire Departments; was a 
member of the Knights of Columbus, 
The American Legion, and the VFW; 
and served as an Oconto County vet-
erans service officer, helping his fellow 
veterans. 

If that wasn’t enough, Elmer served 
on the Chase Town Board and the Lit-
tle Suamico Town Board and as an 
Oconto County Board supervisor. 

Mr. Speaker, Elmer Ragen’s life is a 
testament to public service. From serv-
ing our country in uniform to serving 
in northeast Wisconsin as a volunteer, 
veteran advocate, and local elected of-
ficial, his legacy will never be forgot-
ten by me and so many others. My 
prayers are with his family during this 
difficult time. 

CONGRATULATING KAUKAUNA HIGH SCHOOL 
BASEBALL TEAM 

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate northeast Wisconsin’s 
very own Kaukauna High School base-
ball team on winning the WIAA Divi-
sion 1 State baseball championship. 

The Galloping Ghosts defeated Madi-
son Memorial 11–5, earning Kaukauna’s 
first State baseball title since 1953. 
This historic win was the result of an 
incredible team effort, with Kaukauna 
recording 13 hits and eight different 
players contributing at the plate. 

This championship title did not come 
easily. After falling behind early, the 
Galloping Ghosts refused to let the mo-
ment get away from them. The team 
battled back, took control of the game, 
and delivered a performance worthy of 
a State champion. 

Mr. Speaker, this victory is a proud 
moment for the entire Kaukauna com-
munity. After more than 70 years, the 
Galloping Ghosts are, once again, State 
champions. 

I extend my congratulations to Head 
Coach Mike Jenkins, the entire coach-

ing staff, and the team on this incred-
ible accomplishment. 
CONGRATULATING FOX VALLEY LUTHERAN HIGH 

SCHOOL SOFTBALL TEAM 
Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to congratulate Fox Valley Lutheran 
High School Foxes on winning the 
WIAA Division 2 State softball cham-
pionship. 

After ending an undefeated season in 
a heartbreaking loss at the sectional 
finals last year, the Foxes came back 
this season determined and with some-
thing to prove. That determination led 
them all the way to the finals, where 
they delivered a decisive 9–1 victory 
over Pewaukee to claim the first WIAA 
softball State title in school history. 

This achievement is a proud moment 
for the players, Fox Valley Lutheran 
High School, and the entire Fox Cities 
community. Through their hard work 
and dedication, the team has made 
school history and has given northeast 
Wisconsin another championship team 
to celebrate. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere 
congratulations to Head Coach Gunner 
Pfrang, the entire coaching staff, and 
the team on this incredible accom-
plishment. 
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MARKING FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF DOBBS RULING 

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
we have just recognized 4 years since 
the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. 
Wade. Women today have fewer rights 
and are less safe because of Repub-
licans. 

It is unacceptable that if you are a 
pregnant woman in this country, your 
only guarantee to access safe, effective 
care for you and your baby is where 
you live. 

Abortion bans haven’t decreased 
abortions. Instead, they have only put 
women’s lives at greater risk. 

If you live in a blue State, you can 
make your decision that you and your 
family determine is best for you, and 
you can access the care that you feel is 
appropriate. 

If you live in a red State and have a 
complication, however, you have to be 
near death to be seen by a medical pro-
fessional. 

The Texas abortion ban specifically 
is so confusing and restrictive that 
doctors are refusing to treat pregnant 
women until they face life-threatening 
complications because treating them 
too soon could send that doctor to jail. 

These are the problems that women 
and families are facing across the 
country because of what Republicans 
have done, and it is putting lives at 
risk. 

Mr. Speaker, as we observe 4 years 
since this awful Court decision, our 
fight for safer health and reproductive 
care for women across this country 
must continue. We must never stop 
until women have their full equality to 
access the care that they deserve. 

ACHIEVING A MORE PERFECT UNION 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to recognize the 250th anni-
versary of the birth of our great Na-
tion. 

Founded on the ideals of equality and 
self-determination, the American ex-
periment has been an enduring symbol 
of freedom and democracy. 

For 250 years, our Nation has been at 
the forefront of innovation and sci-
entific discovery. It is because of our 
strong democratic institutions and our 
Nation’s diversity that this country is 
so great. 

Most importantly, we celebrate and 
honor the sacrifices that so many 
Americans have made to protect and 
defend the freedoms that we enjoy 
today, but we are at a crossroads. 

Rights are being eroded, not ex-
panded. The right to vote is under at-
tack. Racial divisions and healing have 
taken backward steps, while the rise of 
White Christian nationalism explodes. 

For the first time, our younger gen-
erations are not seeing a future where 
they are better off than their parents. 
We must reset as a politic and resume 
a focus on life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness for everyone; a focus that 
the rule of law and due process mat-
ters; and a focus that truth matters, 
service is honored, and accountability 
exists even at the highest levels of gov-
ernment. 

As we contemplate what it means to 
be an American today, we can look 
back and see that progress made by our 
ancestors and look forward knowing 
that, united under our ideals of free-
dom and equality, we can take steps to 
finally achieve that more perfect 
Union. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BILL JENSEN 

(Mr. BACON of Nebraska was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a man from Omaha 
who is known for his dedication, integ-
rity, tenacity, and voice. Bill Jensen, 
also known as the Voice of the College 
World Series, started his radio broad-
cast career at KLIN in 1967. He took a 
small break to serve in the United 
States Air Force from 1968 to 1972. 

Bill then returned to Omaha radio, 
working at KOTD, KLNG, KYNN, 
WOW, KOMJ, and KFAB. He gave his 
vocal pipes a break when he worked as 
an aide to the Omaha mayor from 1978 
to 1981. 

On January 10, 1975, Bill was the last 
to arrive at KLNG on a Friday and 
would be stuck there with the rest of 
his news team until Sunday. Omaha re-
ceived 16 inches of snow, compounded 
by 60-mile-an-hour winds, paralyzing 
the city for days. 

The following May, Omaha was 
struck by an F4 tornado that, at the 
time, was the costliest tornado in his-
tory, with at least $150 million in dam-
age. As trained spotters and radio sta-
tion personnel called in reports, Bill 
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