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There are few professions that demand
more sacrifice than law enforcement.
Police officers willingly place them-
selves in harm’s way so others may live
in safety. They miss holidays, birth-
days, and precious moments with their
families because the call to serve never
stops. Chief Ignacio understood that
sacrifice because he lived it every day.

Throughout his distinguished career
with the Guam Police Department,
Chief Ignacio earned the respect of his
fellow officers, government leaders,
and the community he faithfully
served. Rising through the ranks to be-
come chief of police, he led with profes-
sionalism, accountability, and a stead-
fast commitment to protecting the
people of Guam.

Under his leadership, the department
continued efforts to modernize its oper-
ations, strengthen officer training, and
build trust with the community. Be-
yond policies and programs, those who
knew Chief Ignacio will remember the
person behind the title, a leader who
cared deeply about his officers and un-
derstood that effective policing begins
with service, compassion, and integ-
rity.

The work of a police chief is often
thankless. When communities are safe,
the long hours and difficult decisions
often go unnoticed. Yet when tragedy
strikes, it is the chief who bears the
weight of responsibility. Chief Ignacio
accepted that responsibility with hu-
mility and unwavering dedication.

His leadership extended beyond the
walls of police headquarters. He under-
stood that public safety 1is built
through partnerships with families,
schools, neighborhood organizations,
and community leaders. He believed
that trust is earned, not demanded, and
he worked to strengthen the relation-
ship between law enforcement and the
people they serve.

Today we remember more than a po-
lice chief. We remember a husband, a
father, a family member, a colleague, a
mentor, and a friend. We remember a
public servant who devoted his life’s
work to making Guam a safer place for
future generations.

To the men and women of the Guam
Police Department: We grieve along-
side you. Your department has lost a
leader, but the example he set will con-
tinue to guide those who wear the
badge.

To Chief Ignacio’s family: Please
know that the people of Guam share in
your sorrow. We are grateful that you
shared him with our island for so many
years. His commitment to public serv-
ice came with countless sacrifices, and
we recognize that your family made
those sacrifices alongside him.

As we reflect on his life, may we also
remember the values he embodied:
duty before self, integrity in leader-
ship, and service to others.

Chief Ignacio answered the call to
serve his community for decades. He
did so with honor, courage, and a deep
sense of responsibility.

His watch has ended, but his legacy
will live on in every officer he
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mentored, every life he helped protect,
and every member of our community
who is safer because of his service. I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to Chief
Ignacio’s loved ones and the entire
Guam Police Department.

To his family: No words can fully
ease the pain of losing someone so
deeply loved, but I hope you find com-
fort in knowing that the countless
hours he devoted to protecting our
community made a lasting difference,
and the legacy he leaves behind will
continue to inspire generations of law
enforcement officers who follow in his
footsteps.

May God grant his loved ones
strength and comfort during this dif-
ficult time. May we never forget Chief
Stephen Ignacio’s years of faithful
service, and may he rest in eternal
peace.

———

MEDICARE GUARANTEE IS UNDER
THREAT

(Mr. DOGGETT of Texas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, ap-
proaching the 61st anniversary of Medi-
care, a true lifeline for retirees and in-
dividuals with disabilities, I am filing
the Saving MEDICARE Act to ensure a
solvent, better Medicare that reaches
more Americans.

Medicare represents a valued Federal
guarantee that workers will age with
dignity and have access to quality, af-
fordable healthcare. That guarantee is
now under threat from giant, private
insurance companies that profiteer off
Medicare.

This landmark proposal comprehen-
sively addresses the many ways that
Medicare Advantage insurers are over-
paid. My goal is to level the playing
field so that traditional Medicare is no
longer at a disadvantage to these pri-
vate insurers.

Twenty-three years ago, in this very
room, Republicans arm-twisted their
own members and others all night long
into the wee hours of the morning to
ensure approval of a terrible bill that
has hurt Americans and cost them hun-
dreds of billions of dollars.

Its landmark provision was one to
limit Medicare from negotiating pre-
scription drug prices, ensuring that we
continue to pay the most outrageous
pharmaceutical prices anywhere on
Earth. At the same time, they also in-
cluded this new program with the great
misnomer Medicare Advantage, a pri-
vate insurance alternative to Medicare.

Though the supporters claimed that
they would save us so much money, it
would cost less than traditional Medi-
care, MA private insurers have never
saved us a dime. Indeed, MA actually
costs taxpayers tens of billions of dol-
lars more every year.

This year, the mnonpartisan, inde-
pendent Medicare Payment Advisory
Commission, or MedPAC, estimates
that MA costs taxpayers $2,660 more for
each person who goes into their plans
rather than traditional Medicare.
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Insurers claim that this great bonus
that they are receiving provides so
many extra benefits to consumers,
from pest control, to rent, to a trip to
get groceries, all these various things
from one advertised insurer, except a
Joe Namath autographed football.

Hidden in the fine print are caveats,
and consumers often find they aren’t
eligible for any of those advertised ben-
efits, and skimpy coverage and high
cost-sharing when they need help the
most. Difficulty in accessing the doctor
of their choice and getting treatment
approved create long delays, often out-
right denials, and many MA enrollees
are struggling to receive quality
healthcare.

In short, the only advantage in Medi-
care Advantage is to the monopoly and
oligopoly private insurers.

The Saving MEDICARE Act will stop
this waste, fraud, and abuse. It is about
delivering to Americans the care that
they deserve at a reasonable price.
These funds will extend Medicare sol-
vency and improve Medicare with den-
tal, vision, and hearing benefits—an-
other piece of legislation I have of-
fered. We can achieve an out-of-pocket
cap, lower premiums, and more.

We can achieve this by simply saying
to MA that you should not cost more
than traditional Medicare.

My bill reins in upcoding, a practice
insurers use to make it appear that pa-
tients are sicker than they really are.
It will also stop plans from profiteering
when the Veterans Administration is
providing most of the healthcare, but
they have recruited veterans to join
their plans for whom they provide lit-
tle or no care.

It addresses insurance practices of
steering sicker patients into tradi-
tional Medicare and trying to get
healthier consumers who cost less into
their plans. It phases out the failed
county quartile system and the Quality
Bonus Program which have only deliv-
ered more money to private insurers.

Finally, it enhances Federal over-
sight and involves State partners in
this also. Medicare Advantage is put-
ting Medicare on long-term life sup-
port. The Saving MEDICARE Act is a
roadmap for accountable, and reason-
able spending and improving the
healthcare for many Americans.

In this totally ineffective and unsub-
stantial Congress, chances of getting
Republicans to stand up to any special
interest are pretty slim, but this bill is
designed to encourage colleagues in the
future with specific guidelines on how
to deal with Medicare and make it bet-
ter for more Americans, and to urge
more of our colleagues to have the
courage to stand up to these insurance
giants by preventing them from using
Medicare as a piggy bank.

————

AMERICANS LEAVE A
TREMENDOUS LEGACY
(Mr. KENNEDY of Utah was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)
Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
this week America turns 250 years old.
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A birthday like that invites reflec-
tion. I have found myself considering
what a privilege it is to be an Amer-
ican, on what it actually means to be
one, and on the history that all of us
get to claim as our own.

I reflect, too, on my own State and
on its place in history. I think about
the pioneers of Utah. We often gather
in Utah to recite their deeds. We praise
their determination, and we tell their
stories. We are tempted to believe that
because their story is great, we have
become great by inheritance.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say that
idea is only half true. The great stories
of the past are not what make us great.
The great stories of the past are what
we measure ourselves by. The founders
and the pioneers and the ideas that
animate them do not belong only to
the past. They belong in this room,
forcing us to ask what we have done
with what they have built, and shaping
what we should do next.

In 1856, a stonecutter from England
named John Rowe Moyle crossed an
ocean and walked the plains to Utah.
When work began on the Salt Lake
Temple, he answered the call to help
build it.

Every Monday John woke at 2 in the
morning. He walked 22 miles to reach
his post. He worked all week. On Fri-
day night he walked 22 miles home in
the dark. He did this year after year.

Then a family cow kicked him in the
leg. His leg could not be saved. His
family strapped him to a door and took
the leg off with a common bucksaw.
Most men would have stopped there.

John Rowe Moyle did not stop. He
carved himself a leg out of wood. He
walked on it through the pain, and he
continued to walk to the temple.
Standing on that wooden peg, with his
own hands, he carved the words: ‘“‘Holi-
ness to the Lord” into the granite.

He would not live to see that temple
finished. He knew that would be the
case, yet he spent years of his life dedi-
cated to the task anyway.

Mr. Speaker, John Rowe Moyle did
not do this for praise. He did it because
he wanted to leave something for those
who came after him.

That temple still stands, and in our
time its care was handed to us. The
Salt Lake Temple is emerging from the
largest restoration in its history. For
years it stood wrapped in scaffolding.
This year the scaffolding came down,
and it will open again. All of you are
invited next year between April and
October to tour this remarkable and
sacred building.

We did not simply admire what the
pioneers built. Utahns restored it.
Crews built the new foundation built to
carry it through an earthquake that
the pioneers never could have imag-
ined. They preserved the old crafts-
manship, and they made it strong
enough to stand for generations we will
never meet.
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That is the whole lesson, Mr. Speak-
er, in one building. A great thing was
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handed to us Utahns, and we did not
take it for granted. We did the hard
and unseen work to make it last, and
we will pass it on stronger than we
found it.

Here is the difficult question. It is
the test of this generation, the test of
this body, and the test of this people.
When something great is handed to us,
are we the kind of people who only
stand back and admire it, or are we the
kind who will do the quiet and difficult
work and pass it on better than we
found it?

That is what the pioneers in Utah
did. That is what the Founders did 250
years ago. They did the hard work and
got up a steep road for a reward many
of them would never collect.

This Republic is that same kind of
inheritance. It was built for us. It is
now ours to strengthen, not simply to
live off of.

Mr. Speaker, let us be worthy of the
people who built before us. Let us carry
our own burden. Let us leave behind
something that stands.

————

URGING OMB TO WITHDRAW
PROPOSED RULE

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the sweeping
proposed rule from the Office of Man-
agement and Budget that would fun-
damentally overhaul how Federal
agencies award and administer grant
funds.

Under this proposal, Federal grant
funding would be tied to the Presi-
dent’s ideological agenda and subject
to intense scrutiny by political ap-
pointees of the President instead of
nonpartisan scientific peer review.

The proposed rule would also make it
easier for agencies to suspend or cancel
grants if administration priorities
change. This rule would prevent grant-
ees from having the opportunity to
contest political decisions from the ad-
ministration without incurring expen-
sive litigation costs.

If implemented, this rule would force
already burdened local governments,
nonprofits, and community health cen-
ters to operate in an ever-shifting envi-
ronment, making it more difficult to
provide vital services, including hous-
ing, food, and disaster assistance.

Mr. Speaker, I urge OMB to withdraw
this rulemaking in full.

PROTECT TPS FOR HAITIANS AND SYRIANS

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today 1 week after the Supreme Court
decision to end temporary protected
status for immigrants from Haiti and
Syria.

When the TPS program was created
in 1990 by Congress, its purpose was to
ensure an immediate solution for im-
migrants fleeing emergent crises,
whether that may be ongoing armed
conflict, environmental disaster, or
other extraordinary conditions.

Today, 350,000 Haitians and 6,000 Syr-
ians face potential deportation to parts
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of the world where crises remain, and
their security is threatened.

Engineers, students, doctors, and
caregivers who came to this country to
give, not take, are being thrown to the
wayside.

While I joined a majority of my col-
leagues in the House to pass a bill pro-
tecting TPS for Haitians, until it be-
comes law, over 350,000 lives remain in
limbo.

Mr. Speaker, on the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States, this decision
turns its back on a founding promise to
give refuge to the persecuted. It is time
we get back to honoring that promise.

SUPPORTING HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, when we
talk about the American Dream, most
imagine settling down with a good-pay-
ing job and a constant roof over their
head.

Sadly, that goal continues to grow
out of reach for many with rising infla-
tion and the lack of affordable housing.

I saw the pressures of that crisis as
Westchester County executive, where I
worked to create more than 2,500 af-
fordable housing units.

In Congress, I have continued to sup-
port legislation to expand housing op-
portunities and improve affordability.
That is why I was proud to support the
21st Century ROAD to Housing Act,
which would build more homes, make
it easier to buy or rent a home, and
provide better data to improve re-
sources in underserved communities.

Although President Trump refused to
sign this crucial piece of legislation
into law, this will not stop Congress
from delivering for the American peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to show my
constituents and people across the
country that despite the disarray hand-
ed down from the President, on this
particular issue, Democrats and Repub-
licans worked together to address the
affordability crisis.

———

REAL INGREDIENTS, REAL
STANDARDS, REAL BUTTER

(Mr. WIED of Wisconsin was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on the last day of National Dairy
Month to ask my colleagues to support
my newest bill, the Recognizing Engi-
neered Alternatives as Lab-Created
Butter Act, or the REAL Butter Act.

It is unbelievable that legislation
like this is even necessary, but unfor-
tunately, that is the reality we face
today.

Billionaire food experiments are no
longer hypothetical. Bill Gates is fund-
ing a lab-grown butter project made
from carbon dioxide instead of milk
from a cow right in Illinois, right in
the backyard of America’s Dairyland.

This creation is an attack on Amer-
ican farmers, the dairy industry, and
the Trump administration, which re-
cently recognized butter as a healthy
food under its newly announced dietary
guidelines.
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