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daughters, the First District of Georgia 
is still proud to claim him as one of our 
own. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate my son 
on all he has done to inspire new play-
ers and grow the game of golf. His 
mother and I are very proud of him. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

FORMING A MORE PERFECT UNION 
FOR ALL 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. MCCLELLAN 
of Virginia was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader.) 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, 250 
years ago, the Continental Congress, 
meeting in Philadelphia, gave birth to 
a new Nation built on the revolu-
tionary idea that the power of govern-
ment is derived from the people. The 
Continental Congress gave birth to a 
government by, of, and for the people 
based upon principles of liberty and 
justice for all. 

Today, we can be extraordinarily 
proud that the United States of Amer-
ica still stands upon those principles, 
but we also have to acknowledge that 
the promise of America remains unfin-
ished 250 years later. 

Today, for Black Americans in his-
torically marginalized communities, 
the ideals upon which this Nation has 
been founded have too often been de-
layed, denied, or defended only after 
bitter struggle. 

From the fight to end slavery to the 
struggle against Jim Crow to the ongo-
ing battles for voting rights, equal jus-
tice, economic opportunity, and qual-
ity healthcare, the story of America 
has always been a story of both prom-
ise and unfinished progress. 

At this critical moment, we must be 
clear: Celebrating America’s extraor-
dinary history cannot mean ignoring 
the work that is still before us to form 
that more perfect Union. A true com-
memoration of 250 years must reckon 
with the reality upon which this coun-
try was founded, reconcile it with the 
ideals upon which this country was 
founded, and reckon with the commu-
nities who built this Nation, fought to 
perfect it, and continue to demand that 
its promises are made real for all peo-
ple. 

b 2020 
Tonight, the Congressional Black 

Caucus remains committed to ensuring 
our Nation’s progress is measured not 
only by its past but by its continued 
pursuit of liberty and justice for all as 
we strive for that more perfect Union: 

‘‘We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. That to secure 
these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, when Thomas Jefferson 
wrote those words in the Declaration of 
Independence, which the Continental 
Congress adopted on July 2, 1776, he did 
not include me. He did not include 
nearly half a million enslaved men, 
women, and children in the Thirteen 
Colonies, including his own children at 
his beloved Monticello. 

Over a decade later, when James 
Madison wrote ‘‘The Virginia Plan’’ 
that formed the foundation for our U.S. 
Constitution, creating a government 
by, of, and for we the people, in order 
to form a more perfect Union, he and 
the delegates to that convention did 
not include me. They did not include 
over 300 enslaved people who lived and 
labored at his Montpelier estate, over 
three generations of the Madison fam-
ily. 

Indeed, the Constitution adopted in 
1789, considered enslaved individuals, 
like my ancestors, only three-fifths of 
a person for the purpose of how many 
people would serve in this body and for 
taxation. Beyond that, they were treat-
ed as property. 

For 250 years, the story of America 
has been one of each generation trying 
to reconcile the ideals upon which this 
country was founded with the reality 
and to make the ideals true for every-
one. 

It has taken a Civil War, the 13th, 
14th, 15th, and 19th amendments, at a 
minimum, to get us closer to that more 
perfect Union. 

We have made progress. I would not 
be standing before you as the first 
Black woman elected to this body or to 
serve in this body, period, from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the birth-
place of American democracy and the 
birthplace of American slavery. I 
wouldn’t be standing here if we hadn’t 
made progress. 

Every time we have made progress as 
a Nation toward that more perfect 
Union, there has been a backlash, and 
that backlash has involved propaganda, 
violence, and voter suppression. Yet, 
we continue to strive for that more 
perfect Union. 

I am proud to be part of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the conscience of 
the Congress, that has fought for that 
progress, to keep that progress, and to 
build upon that progress. 

Virginia has played a leading role in 
this struggle of reconciling the ideals 
upon which our country was founded 
with its reality. Established on July 30, 
1619, Virginia boasts the oldest contin-
uous law-making body in the Western 
Hemisphere. The first elected legisla-
tive assembly in the New World, the 
Virginia General Assembly, in which I 
and many of my fellow members of the 
Virginia delegation have served. It was 
the birthplace for the birth of Amer-
ican democracy. 

One month later, a Dutch privateer 
arrived on the shores of Virginia with 
20-and-odd Africans, captured by Por-
tuguese slavers in West Central Africa, 
and they were traded for provisions. 

Three months after that, Virginia 
took steps toward becoming a perma-

nent colony by recruiting English 
women to Jamestown to make wives 
for the inhabitants. When those women 
arrived, they had no right to vote, no 
right to hold public office, no right to 
control their own property. 

Since 1776, and particularly since 
1789, America has been faced with a 
question of how to make true for all 
Americans the promise of our founding 
documents. 

How do we make true a government 
by, of, and for the people when for so 
much of our history too many people 
weren’t allowed to participate. 

We have, again, as I said, made 
progress. A lot of that progress was 
bought with the blood of the Civil War, 
bought with the blood of people during 
the civil rights movement, marching, 
fighting, and, in some cases, dying for 
the right to vote. 

Yet today, we face a rollback of that 
progress. We have a President who in-
sists he will not sign another bill un-
less it is a modern day poll tax, the 
SAVE America Act, which would re-
quire every American to prove their 
citizenship before they can vote 
through documents that cost money. 

That is just as much a poll tax as the 
poll tax my father paid when he first 
registered to vote in Tennessee. It is on 
the Bible where he kept that receipt 
that I took my oath of office to pre-
serve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States—all of it, not 
just the convenient parts. 

We will continue, as the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, to fight for 
progress. We stand on the shoulders of 
those who paved the way before us. We 
are building a path for those who will 
come after us. 

As John Lewis said, democracy is not 
a State. It is an act that requires every 
generation to do its part to build a be-
loved community. Democracy in and of 
itself is not the point. It is what you do 
with it. It is what you do to build that 
more perfect Union. 

My parents, growing up during the 
Depression, under the tyranny of Jim 
Crow, as they fought to participate in 
their government, saw the best of gov-
ernment when the full force of the Fed-
eral Government was used during the 
New Deal to help people solve problems 
beyond their control caused by the De-
pression. 

They saw the worst of government, a 
government that oppressed them solely 
for the color of their skin, for the ben-
efit of others. 

They sparked in me a desire to make 
government that force that helps peo-
ple and solves problems. 

That is what gets me through the 
chaos, quite frankly, Mr. Speaker. I am 
very cognizant every day that I serve 
in this body, and especially on certain 
days when court decisions come out of 
the Supreme Court, I am very cog-
nizant that I am fighting the same 
fights that my parents, my grand-
parents, and my great-grandparents 
fought. 

I could be angry about that, but I am 
joyful. I am joyful because I fight those 
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fights from a position of more strength 
and power than they ever imagined. I 
fight those fights so that my children 
and their children don’t have to. But, if 
they do, they fight from a position of 
more strength and power than I do. 

At the end of the day, in a govern-
ment by, of, and for the people, govern-
ment reflects the perspective and, 
therefore, meets the needs of the peo-
ple who participate. That is why the 
right to vote is so sacred. That is why 
the Congressional Black Caucus will 
fight tooth and nail to protect it. 

It was purchased through blood, 
sweat, and many tears. It was promised 
in our founding documents creating 
this government by, of, and for the peo-
ple. We will not rest while some are de-
nied the exercise of that right, because 
of barriers put in their way that have 
absolutely nothing to do with their 
ability to determine their own destiny. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, behind every 
Founding Father and mother who 
fought to give birth to our Nation and 
make those ideals upon which this 
country was founded true for everyone, 
there is a family. Today, American 
families face serious strains as it be-
comes increasingly difficult to afford a 
home, childcare, education, healthcare, 
retirement, groceries, paying their en-
ergy bills. Black families especially 
face challenges amidst the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis that makes it much harder to 
pay rent or mortgages, put food on the 
table, keep the lights on, and get the 
healthcare they need when they need 
it. 

b 2030 

A year ago, the policies put forward 
by congressional Republicans in what I 
call the big, ugly bill made that even 
worse—stripping healthcare away from 
millions of Americans, shredding our 
healthcare safety net into tatters, tak-
ing food out of the mouths of hungry 
families, all to benefit the wealthiest 
top 10 percent in this country. 

The administration’s policies to sepa-
rate families and slash healthcare 
funding continue to threaten the well- 
being of families across the country. 

Our country faces not only a record- 
low fertility rate as the cost of raising 
a child surpasses $300,000, but it con-
tinues to face maternal mortality 
rates, infant mortality rates, and 
preterm birth rates that are worse than 
any other industrialized nation. 

If you are a Black woman, you are 
more than three times as likely to die 
as a White woman from a childbirth-re-
lated death. 

When you have a child in America, 
because we are one of the only devel-
oped nations without a national paid 
leave policy, one in four American 
mothers have to return to work within 
2 weeks of giving birth because they 
cannot afford to stay home, even 
though you need at least 6 weeks to re-
cover from childbirth, 8 weeks if you 
have had a C-section. Believe me, you 
really need more than 8 weeks, as I 
know as I had one when my placenta 

ruptured and my daughter was born 9 
weeks before her due date. I needed 
more than 8 weeks to recover. 

For our families, the basic neces-
sities of life: housing, healthcare, 
childcare are increasingly out of reach. 

The Heritage Foundation has issued 
their blueprint for American families, 
the Saving America By Saving the 
Family blueprint, which is a blueprint 
for conservative domestic and social 
policy plans; but instead of putting for-
ward solutions to the problems that all 
American families face, such as the 
high maternal infant mortality rates, 
high preterm birth rates, high cost of 
childbirth, high cost of childcare, high 
cost of healthcare, lack of national 
paid leave, and the skyrocketing costs 
of everyday life, the plan focuses on a 
narrow view of what constitutes a fam-
ily and ignores the wide diversity of 
families that call America home. 

I have a different vision, and that is 
why this week I will release the all 
American family agenda, which illus-
trates a plan to make family life acces-
sible and affordable for every American 
family, not just the ones that look like 
mine—regardless of how they are 
formed, regardless of where they live, 
what they earn, how they worship, but 
everyone. 

The all American family agenda will 
call for a future where America fami-
lies are free to plan when, whether, and 
how to have children; free from the 
fear that a pregnancy may be too cost-
ly or complicated; free from the fear 
that if they need medical intervention 
that their provider will have to wait 
until they are close enough to death to 
intervene; one where they are free to 
work and care for loved ones without 
living paycheck to paycheck. 

As we mark 250 years of this Nation, 
American families deserve opportuni-
ties to grow, afford, and care for their 
families for the next 250 years—every 
American family, not just a few. 

Mr. Speaker, there is so much more I 
could say as we celebrate 250 years of 
this extraordinary country. It is one I 
am proud to live in. It is one I am 
proud to serve as a Member of Con-
gress. It is also one I love enough to 
ask it to live up to its promises to all 
people who live here. 

We have come a long way, but we 
also have seen a lot of that progress 
rolled back. We are in that backlash 
again. We are in the same backlash 
that my great grandfather saw: the 
backlash to reconstruction, the back-
lash that told him that he had to take 
a literacy test in Alabama and find 
three White men to vouch for his char-
acter just to be able to register to vote. 
It was the backlash that he faced in his 
community as racial terror lynchings 
tried to put Black people back in their 
place as defined by white supremacists 
and former Confederates who came 
back into power. It was the same back-
lash in his generation that created the 
live white supremacy to break up coa-
litions between formerly enslaved peo-
ple and poor nonlandowning White peo-

ple that was beginning to make 
progress for life, liberty, justice, and 
the pursuit of happiness for all. 

We are now in the same backlash 
that my parents faced. My mother, who 
was the third youngest of 14 children, 
who was the first in her family to go 
beyond the eighth grade because, in her 
town, the State of Mississippi didn’t 
think it was important enough to edu-
cate Black children, she had to move 
after working for a year just to get a 
high school diploma. She had to move 
to go to college. She saw firsthand in 
her family because her siblings, her 
parents, and her other family members 
and friends didn’t have that oppor-
tunity, that they were limited in the 
jobs they could take. That is why every 
woman in her family was a domestic, 
caring for White people’s children, and 
every man in her family was a laborer, 
because that is all that was available 
to them under the tyranny of Jim 
Crow. 

My father who had to pay that poll 
tax and my mother who didn’t vote 
until after 1965, we are facing that 
backlash now. We are facing the vio-
lence of people who stormed this build-
ing to take by force what they couldn’t 
win at the ballot box for only the sec-
ond time in American history. We are 
facing the voter suppression of a mod-
ern-day poll tax. We are facing the 
propaganda of stolen elections, 
birtherism, and the creation of villains 
in a limited view of what the American 
Dream and the American story should 
be. 

But just like generations before us 
fought that backlash, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus is standing up 
here today to fight back against this 
one. In a government by, of, and for the 
people, government reflects the per-
spective and, therefore, meets the 
needs of the people who participate. 

We fought long and hard to expand 
that participation beyond the White 
landowning men that signed the Dec-
laration of Independence and ratified 
the Constitution. We fought too hard 
for too long to ensure every American 
had the ability to pursue life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. It is our 
job as Members of Congress to help the 
American people today achieve those 
by protecting their rights, not rolling 
them back. 

Mr. Speaker, we are not going back. 
Mr. Speaker, we are going forward. 

b 2040 
We are fighting to ensure that the 

ideals upon which this country was 
founded become true for everybody, 
that when we say liberty and justice 
for all, we mean all, not just people 
who look like us, not just people who 
worship like us, not just people who 
were born in this country, or not just 
people who love like us, but everybody. 

We will fight for that more perfect 
Union every single day. If necessary, 
we will die for it because too many peo-
ple did. 

Mr. Speaker, I will close with this. 
As the President wants to reshape what 
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history is taught in our schools, what 
history is shown in our public spaces, 
and what history is shown in our muse-
ums, as he wants to ignore what he 
considers to be uncomfortable or puts 
America in a dark and unflattering 
light, we are not that perfect Union 
yet. There is good; there is bad; and 
there is ugly. We have to embrace all of 
it because it makes us who we are 
today, and we will never achieve that 
more perfect Union if we don’t under-
stand where we are and how we got 
here. 

It is also important that we learn the 
good, the bad, and the ugly because the 
bad and the ugly help us to celebrate 
how far we have come. That came 
home to me when I took my children 
back to the African-American history 
museum last year during spring break. 
As I stood in the exhibit on the Middle 
Passage, which I had been in many, 
many times, that time, in the midst of 
the chaos we find ourselves in, I real-
ized that somebody survived that so 
that I could be here in this moment, 
right now, celebrating 250 years of the 
ideal of liberty and justice for all, that 
I can fight for the reality of liberty and 
justice for all. 

I am not going to let anybody take 
away the ability to celebrate that. I 
am not going to let anybody take away 
my joy at coming from an unknown 
member of my family. We think we 
know, but we don’t. DNA has allowed 
us to figure out maybe where they 
came from. We have no idea who they 
are, but to come through the Middle 
Passage and end up with a descendant 
serving in this body, that is an extraor-
dinary American story. You can’t cele-
brate it if you don’t celebrate how it 
began. You can’t fully celebrate how it 
began if you are not honest about how 
it began. 

Mr. Speaker, as we each commemo-
rate in our own way what 250 years of 
America means, it means to me that I 
will fight as a member of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus with my now 61 
colleagues, a record number, as we face 
challenges to our strength through re-
districting and efforts to suppress 
votes. We are going to fight every day 
to strive for that more perfect Union 
because we believe in the promise of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

We swore an oath to preserve, pro-
tect, and defend the Constitution that 
created a government by, of, and for 
the people. We will not rest until the 
ideals upon which this country was 
founded become true for everyone who 
calls America home. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to 
give notice of my intent to raise a 
question of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Directing the Committee on Ethics 
to preserve and publicly release records 
relating to monetary settlements in-
volving acts of sexual harassment. 

Whereas transparency is essential for 
accountability in government; 

Whereas sexual harassment and un-
welcome sexual advances by Members, 
Delegates, Resident Commissioners, in 
violation of clause 9 and clause 18 of 
rule XXIII of the Rules of the House af-
fect the safety, dignity, and integrity 
of the proceedings of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that 
with respect to reviews, investigations, 
or matters which the Committee on 
Ethics or the Office of Congressional 
Workplace Rights have reviewed, con-
ducted, or facilitated, the Committee 
on Ethics and the Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights shall, not 
later than 60 days after the adoption of 
this resolution, make publicly avail-
able a single consolidated list that sets 
forth separately for each Member, Del-
egate, or Resident Commissioner the 
name of each Member, Delegate, or 
Resident Commissioner who was the 
subject of any review or investigation 
involving a violation of clause 9 of rule 
XXIII of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, as it pertains to acts of 
sexual harassment, or clause 18 of rule 
XXIII of the House of Representatives, 
or any case involving sexual harass-
ment or sexual abuse if it resulted in a 
payment of taxpayer funds; and adja-
cent to each such name, the total 
amount of taxpayer funds included in 
all settlements, payments, reimburse-
ments, awards, or other financial con-
siderations paid in connection with 
such matters; 

The aggregate total amount of tax-
payer funds included in all settlements, 
payments, reimbursements, awards, or 
other financial considerations paid in 
connection with such reviews, inves-
tigations, or matters involving Mem-
bers, Delegates, or Resident Commis-
sioners that did not, in any portion of 
the settlement, involve sexual harass-
ment, sexual abuse, or sexual mis-
conduct; 

The aggregate total amount of tax-
payer funds included in all settlements, 
payments, reimbursements, awards, or 
other financial considerations paid in 
connection with such reviews, inves-
tigations, or matters involving, in part 
or in full, sexual harassment, sexual 
abuse, or sexual misconduct by em-
ployees of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

The aggregate total amount of tax-
payer funds included in all settlements, 
payments, reimbursements, awards, or 
other financial considerations paid in 
connection with such reviews, inves-
tigations, or matters involving conduct 
by employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives that did not in any por-
tion of the settlement involve sexual 
harassment, sexual abuse, or sexual 
misconduct. 

That for the purposes of this resolu-
tion, any such settlement, payment, 
reimbursement, award, or other finan-
cial consideration shall be treated as 
involving sexual harassment, sexual 
abuse, or sexual misconduct if sexual 
harassment, sexual abuse, or sexual 
misconduct was any component of the 
matter, regardless of whether the mat-
ter also involved, was classified as, or 
was resolved under another claim, vio-
lation, or category. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. VAN 
EPPS). Under rule IX, a resolution of-
fered from the floor by a Member other 
than the majority leader or the minor-
ity leader as a question of the privi-
leges of the House has immediate prec-
edence only at a time designated by 
the Chair within 2 legislative days 
after the resolution is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky will appear in 
the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at a time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker on Thursday, 
June 25, 2026: 

H.R. 6644. An act to increase the supply of 
housing in America, and for other purposes. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 629.—An act to amend the Agricultural 
Credit Act of 1978 to remove barriers to agri-
cultural producers in accessing funds to 
carry out emergency measures under the 
emergency conservation program, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 48 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 30, 2026, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

3948. Under clause 2 of rule XIV, a let-
ter from the Chair, Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s June 2026 Report to 
the Congress: Medicare and the Health 
Care Delivery System, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 1395b–6(b)(1)(D); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 
531, title XVIII, Sec. 1805(b)(1)(D) (as 
amended by Public Law 111–148, Sec. 
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