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she testified in court for her father, but 
less than 3 days later, Ofelia lost her 
battle to cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, I get emotional because 
there is a hypocritical party who talks 
about children and families and stand-
ing up for them, but for some reason, 
Ofelia, Kevin, and Steven are not the 
kind of children they are willing to 
stand up for. They are United States 
citizen children, by the way. 

Because I refuse to accept that we 
must endure these atrocities, we must 
reject the cruelty that is robbing our 
children and families of their future. 
Instead, we should be doing everything 
we can to ensure that children like 
Ofelia, like Steven, and like Kevin 
have everything they need to thrive. 

Instead, we have children, until their 
dying moment, fighting for the liveli-
hood of their parents. It is why I have 
said in the Committee on Homeland 
Security—and I am going to say it on 
this House floor—that we must abolish 
ICE. We must end immigrant deten-
tion, and we have to dismantle the De-
partment of Homeland Security that 
under the premise of protecting us 
from domestic terrorism has abused 
our civil rights every single day and 
has killed U.S. citizens and more than 
50 people this past year. 

It is why I encourage my colleagues 
to join me as a cosponsor of H.R. 7190, 
the Melt ICE Act, as a meaningful step 
forward. The reality is that I can’t 
have colleagues here saying that all 
people are created equal, but somehow 
immigrants don’t fit that definition. 

I cannot stand here and hear a party 
talk about being pro-family but deny 
the livelihood for so many families. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been talking 
about this fourth anniversary of the 
Dobbs decision, but I want to talk to 
you about what is happening to preg-
nant women in detention right now. 
For the party that says that they want 
to protect unborn life at all costs, why 
is it that immigrant women in deten-
tion don’t fit that definition? 

We must confront a painful but nec-
essary truth: DHS’ violence and immi-
gration enforcement have denied immi-
grants the right to personhood. Immi-
gration detention denies people access 
to reproductive healthcare and rep-
resents forms of government control 
over immigrant bodies. 

Do you know how I know this? I 
know this because of a report that at 
least a dozen pregnant girls, some who 
are as young as 13 years of age, and at 
least half of whom got pregnant be-
cause they were raped, are being held 
right now in a facility in San Benito, 
Texas, funded by American taxpayer 
dollars; and a report that at least 400 
pregnant women were deported be-
tween January 2025 and February 2026. 

It is critical that we acknowledge 
that immigrant and reproductive jus-
tice is interconnected. Both immigrant 
and reproductive justice is rooted in a 
shared struggle against the structural 
systems of racism, xenophobia, sexism, 
homophobia, trans phobia, and eco-

nomic oppression that police bodies 
and restrict bodily autonomy. 

We must affirm the dignity and hu-
manity of all people, including our im-
migrant neighbors, and condemn any 
policies that treat people as unworthy 
or inadequate of healthcare and funda-
mental rights or bodily autonomy. 

Mr. Speaker, as I think about where 
we are in this precise moment, I want 
to invite my colleagues to remember 
what we said are the founding ideals of 
this country, because we cannot talk 
about standing up for injustice and 
continue to fund the injustice we are 
seeing around the country when it 
comes to our immigrant communities. 

It is why I thank my colleagues who 
joined today’s Special Order honoring 
Immigrant Heritage Month, and I want 
to close with this message: The ques-
tion isn’t whether change is possible. It 
is whether we have the courage to de-
mand it. I cannot understand how some 
people here can think it is acceptable 
to terrorize children and then say that 
they are the ones fighting for children 
in the same sentence. 

Shame on every person in this coun-
try who wants to lock up children in 
cages, who wants to lock up children 
and separate them from their loved 
ones and their communities. Shame on 
those who are willing to deny children 
air, sun, play, laughter, joy, and every 
single thing a little one needs to be 
able to thrive. 

Mr. Speaker, President Mandela said: 
‘‘There can be no keener revelation of 
a society’s soul than the way in which 
it treats its children.’’ 

This House has to reckon with the re-
ality that when it comes to immigrant 
children, you should be ashamed of 
yourself in the way that you are oper-
ating. Incarcerating children is an evil, 
morally bankrupt practice that calls 
into question any commitment our Na-
tion claims to have about their pre-
ciousness. 

b 1900 

We must unleash our collective out-
rage. We must demand that no other 
children experience what Steven, what 
Liam, and the more than 3,800 children 
detained by ICE have endured. 

So let’s demand an end to mandatory 
detention, to private detention facili-
ties that are profiting off of the pain of 
our children, to family detention, to 
warehouse detention, and to the prof-
iting off our pain by corporate billion-
aires and campaign donors to the 
President. 

And may we remember that every 
child is our child, and a fight for af-
fordable housing, universal healthcare, 
climate resilience, humane immigra-
tion reform, thriving wages, labor 
rights is our fight, as well. 

I reject a world where, during Immi-
grant Heritage Month, Palestinians in 
need of medical care cannot get visas 
to access care in the United States; 
where children grieve detained fathers 
on Father’s Day; where deported sons 
are tortured in prisons in El Salvador; 

where children are held in U.S. for- 
profit detention centers; or where a 
mother in Durango, Mexico, cries in 
the lap of her dying 18-year-old son 
after being separated by a cruel and in-
humane immigration system. 

I refuse to accept that we must en-
dure these atrocities. The suffering is 
too great. The pain is too great to bear. 

So instead, Mr. Speaker, let us move 
forward with a loving wisdom that we 
are, in fact, precious and beloved; that 
we are bound together; that we belong 
to one another; and that every single 
child, regardless of legal status, is our 
child. 

And may we honor our history by 
recognizing the human rights and con-
stitutional protections afforded to all 
in this Nation and all those who seek 
refuge and protection. 

I am ready to build that world to-
gether today, and to do so let’s melt 
ICE, let’s dismantle DHS because, 
frankly, Mr. Speaker, anything less is 
unacceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REPUBLICAN UPDATE 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. ROY of Texas 
was recognized for 30 minutes.) 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the time here on the House floor. As al-
ways, I wish it was a little more filled 
with my colleagues involved in robust 
debate on the issues of our day and the 
issues that present our work here in 
the House to solve problems for the 
American people. 

I want to say something quick that I 
think is really important as we are 
having a lot of debates this week, and 
a lot of people are raising questions 
about bills that we are bringing up and 
what we are moving and what we are 
not moving, the President making a 
decision today. I want to address where 
we are as a country because I think it 
is really important for us to establish 
what we have accomplished under this 
President over the last 18 months and 
under the leadership of this House and 
this Senate. 

I am going to get into some disagree-
ments in a minute, and I am going to 
get into some things that I think we 
ought to do. But let’s be very clear 
about the State of this country and 
how much we have improved the State 
of our Nation over the last 18 months. 

Mr. Speaker, 18 months ago, our bor-
ders were wide open. Eighteen months 
ago, the people of Texas that I rep-
resent were in danger. Eighteen 
months ago, we had criminals pouring 
into our communities in Texas and 
fentanyl pouring in and destroying 
homes and families. 

The President came in and didn’t 
need changes to the law to do the work 
of actually securing the border and did 
so. He did so with the great men and 
women of ICE and Border Patrol and 
the leadership of Tom Homan, the now 
two Secretaries of Homeland Security, 
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and other patriots who were working 
to secure the border, and they brought 
it to a complete standstill. 

That is one thing, one thing that had 
a measurable impact on the people that 
I represent, the communities that I 
represent, and on this entire Nation. 
We are no longer living in fear that 
more criminals are coming across so 
that the Jocelyn Nungarays of the 
world get murdered and taken from us 
as did Laken Riley in my friend’s home 
State of Georgia. 

That is something we should cele-
brate and recognize and talk about and 
remind the American people that you 
can’t take it for granted. You can’t 
take good, strong leadership for grant-
ed. You can’t take the fact that we now 
have enlistments and people that are 
looking to join the United States mili-
tary at all-time highs. You are seeing 
people who want to be a part of the 
military because the President has re-
moved the absurdity of the woke agen-
da and the DEI and all this stuff, tak-
ing their eyes off the ball of becoming 
the best fighting force in the world. 
Now people, young men and women, 
want to join the military again. 

I know. I know my colleagues know 
because they talk to the men and 
women who want to go to the acad-
emies. They are proud to be in the 
United States military again. That is 
this President. That is this leadership. 
That is this Congress that is delivering 
that. 

It is this President that took on the 
cartels and declared them as the ter-
rorist organizations that they are. It is 
this President that took on Maduro 
and went after the change that needed 
to occur in Venezuela so we no longer 
had that pressure point that was facili-
tating our enemies in China and in 
Russia, that was reestablishing our 
footprint in the Western Hemisphere 
and making clear that this is an Amer-
ican hemisphere. 

This President did that. 
This President is reestablishing the 

faith in a government that believes in 
making their Capital City safe and se-
cure again, pretty again—things you 
can be proud of as we celebrate our Na-
tion’s 250th birthday. 

We are reestablishing our position 
around the globe, making clear that 
America is going to have a position. We 
are not going to engage in endless 
wars, but we are, in fact, going to 
make sure that our enemies know who 
we are, what we are doing, and that 
they are going to listen and that they 
are going to come to the table. 

These are all things that require ac-
tual leadership. 

This country is immeasurably better 
because of the last 18 months of this 
President, this Republican Congress, 
the Republican Senate, despite some of 
our disagreements. Yes, we have the 
sausage getting made where we have 
disagreements like we saw today. I am 
going to highlight a few of those things 
and talk about some directions that I 
think we ought to go. 

But I want to be very clear. It is the 
Republicans in this body, in particular, 
and the Senate that had to end-run 
Democrats who did not want to fund 
ICE and Border Patrol. They preferred 
for political purposes to endanger the 
people of the country. They refused to 
appropriate money for the law enforce-
ment agencies tasked with ensuring 
our country is secure and required us 
to use the reconciliation process to 
backdoor funding to ensure that ICE 
and Border Patrol would get funded. 

That is what we are having to do. 
That is what leadership looks like. 

It is not the best way to do it. We 
should have just appropriated it in 
January or February, but our Demo-
crat colleagues refused to do it, prefer-
ring instead to endanger the American 
people. 

Republicans stopped that. Repub-
licans united to stop that. Republicans 
in both Chambers united to stop that, 
and I am proud of that. And I am proud 
of the things that I talked about and 
our position in the world and the se-
cure border and the strong military. I 
am proud that our economy is moving 
in the right direction and getting 
stronger every day after the doldrums 
of the previous administration. These 
are all things that we should be proud 
of and why this election season is going 
to be so important. 

This raises certain questions about 
what we do in our remaining 5 or 6 
months before this election and the re-
maining 6 or 7 months in this Congress. 

Today, the President was supposed to 
come up here and have a bill signing 
ceremony back here in the old House 
Chamber, and ultimately he chose not 
to come. The President’s rationale was 
that he believed that rather than com-
ing here and signing a housing bill that 
he wanted to make sure that this body, 
the House, and the Senate knows that 
he expects us to pass the SAVE Amer-
ica Act in order to secure our Nation’s 
elections. 

You cannot have a Republic that the 
people believe in if they don’t believe 
in and trust their elections. That is 
what this is about. I don’t know wheth-
er we will get it across the finish line 
by the end of this Congress or not. I 
was proud to author the bill 2 years ago 
here in the House, my friend MIKE LEE 
in the Senate. I am proud that we have 
now passed it three times out of the 
House, and I am proud that we are con-
tinuing to have this conversation be-
cause we need to have the conversa-
tion. We need to have the fight. We 
need to have the discussion. The Sen-
ate needs to be forced to debate it. 

Democrats who refuse to pass it need 
to make clear to the American people 
who is look blocking it, and it is not 
Republicans. It is not Republicans. It is 
Democrats who refuse roundly in both 
Chambers to say that very simply put, 
only American citizens should vote in 
American elections. 

That is the truth. 
Now, look, I voted against the hous-

ing bill yesterday, and I am going to 

explain why. I don’t think we should be 
in the business of expanding govern-
ment programs. 

b 1910 

I don’t think we should be in the 
business of expanding Section 8 hous-
ing. I don’t think we should be in the 
business of telling local governments 
what they must do. I don’t think we 
should celebrate the streamlining of 
permits, which are mostly on govern-
ment-owned properties and so forth. 

There were things in the bill that I 
do think moved things in a positive di-
rection. I am glad that my good friend, 
FRENCH HILL, worked hard to try to do 
that in this difficult body. 

I think the Senate made the bill 
worse. I couldn’t vote for it. I couldn’t 
support it. I have said why. I have a 
duty to my constituents to explain 
why. I was one of 32 Republicans who 
voted against it. 

I don’t think the bill was good 
enough. I don’t think it should have in-
cluded $200 million for an affordable 
housing pilot program from Congress-
woman TLAIB. I don’t think it should 
have included some of the grant pro-
grams, the PRICE program, the com-
munity enhancement for HUD, which I 
think goes through NGOs, which I 
don’t trust won’t be layered in fraud. 
That is not what I think this body 
should do in a limited government. 

Today, we were supposed to bring up 
another bill under a rule, along with 
two appropriations bills, a veterans 
bill. I served on the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee for two terms before I 
joined the Rules Committee. I am 
proud to support and work to defend 
veterans. 

We have gotten in the habit here of 
passing bills to say we did something. I 
think this is another one of those. It is 
all well intended. 

I have groups of veterans coming to 
me that are for it and against it. They 
don’t like the way some of the pay-fors 
impact them, some of the fees, some of 
the things that get transferred from 
one veteran to another. This is going 
to have a significant amount of spend-
ing. That is on top of the PACT Act, 
which we passed a few years ago. 

I bring all that up simply to say that 
we have a habit here, when it gets into 
election season, of just moving bills be-
cause you want to check a box. I don’t 
think we should do that. I don’t think 
we should be doing that for housing. I 
don’t think we should be doing that for 
veterans. 

I think what has made this Congress 
successful is sticking to our job of fis-
cal responsibility. Holding our spend-
ing in check, stop increasing the debt, 
stop increasing the deficits, helping get 
interest rates down by driving down 
the deficits as a percentage of our gross 
domestic product, while the President 
drives up the economy, strengthening 
our military, strengthening our bor-
ders, doing the core constitutional 
functions of our Republic, that is what 
our job is. 
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My colleagues on this side of the 

aisle sometimes get frustrated. You 
cannot dare criticize because, some-
how, you are undermining the party 
during election season. 

I have been very clear that there is 
no comparison here between a party 
that wants to side with the woke agen-
da that is destroying our country, that 
wants open borders, that doesn’t want 
to stand with our military, and that 
wants to undermine our President at 
every turn. There is no comparison of 
what this President and what this Re-
publican Party have been doing for the 
people of this country. 

We need to do better. We need to fin-
ish strong over the next 6 months of 
this Congress. Here are a couple of 
things that I think we need to do. 

Number one, this Congress needs to 
pass codification of the President’s suc-
cessful border security provisions. We 
did so in the previous Congress, under 
H.R. 2. It would solve the problem of 
the abuses of parole, the abuses of asy-
lum, and the catch and release policies 
that were abused under Biden. We can 
pass that in this House. We can send it 
to the Senate. 

Yes, the Senate may sit on it, like 
they are doing with the SAVE Act. 
That is up to the Senate. I don’t like 
this phrase: It is not a legislative exer-
cise or a law-making exercise. 

Yes, it is. We are supposed to do our 
job in the House. We should send over 
the codification of what the President 
is doing, to address what I saw today, a 
bunch of immigrants and migrants in 
Mexico who are saying to the camera: 
We are going to wait till Trump is 
gone, and then we are coming. 

That is going to happen. If there is a 
Democrat in the White House and if 
there is a weak Secretary of Homeland 
Security, like there was under 
Mayorkas, then they will let people 
come into our country, and then more 
Americans will die. There will be more 
Laken Rileys and more Jocelyn 
Nungarays. 

Number one, let’s fix that. Let’s cod-
ify border security. Let’s call the ques-
tion. Let’s have the vote. Let’s do it 
here. Let’s send it to the Senate. 

Let’s end the magnets. Let’s codify 
the end of free healthcare and edu-
cation under Plyler v. Doe and other 
taxpayer-subsidized public benefits for 
illegal aliens. 

Let’s defund the sanctuary jurisdic-
tions. 

Let’s hike remittance fees. We added 
1 percent remittance fees on illegal 
aliens last year, in the big, beautiful 
bill. Let’s increase it to 5 percent, 10 
percent, 20 percent. Why should people 
who come here, who are here illegally, 
not be paying a remittance fee, at least 
for the time, while we are not getting 
them out of our country? Let’s make 
revenue on the fact that they are earn-
ing dollars here and not when they are 
sending them overseas or sending them 
home. Let’s collect that for our pur-
poses, because we have to spend a lot of 
money on this. Let’s increase those re-
mittance fees. 

Let’s act as a body to end automatic 
birthright citizenship, even as we are 
looking at what the Court does. The 
Court isn’t the only one to make these 
decisions. We can. There should not be 
birthright citizenship for just being 
born on our dirt. There should be birth-
right citizenship for being born to an 
American citizen, mother or father. It 
is the right way to do things. 

Let’s reduce and reform legal immi-
gration. Let’s pass the PAUSE Act. We 
have 53 million foreign-born people in 
the United States. That is 16 percent of 
the population. That is the highest per-
centage we have ever had. We need to 
pause. We need to take a breather. We 
need to remove certain people from 
this country, as the administration is 
doing. We need to continue to do that. 

We need to press pause on the legal 
immigration still bringing people into 
our country until we have established 
who we are as a country and have en-
sured we have the sovereignty and the 
cultural solidification of who we are as 
a nation. 

Let’s halt the Islamic invasion. Let’s 
pass legislation to ensure that people 
who are coming here are vetted for 
their adherence to sharia law, which is 
deeply contradictory to the 14th 
Amendment of the Constitution and 
the rule of law here in the United 
States. 

Let’s pause H–1Bs. Let’s review, re-
form, maybe even repeal H–1Bs, and 
overhaul the entire system. They have 
been abused. They have been fraudu-
lent, certainly in Texas—I am sure also 
in Atlanta and other places around the 
country. Let’s formally end diversity 
visas and chain migration. 

What is all this to the average per-
son? I am just telling you that these 
are the things that are causing us to 
have imported 5 million people from 
majority Muslim countries since 9/11. 
That does not sound like the thing a 
country should do that wants to pre-
serve and protect itself after it was at-
tacked, in the middle of what is now a 
multi-decades-long war, cold and hot, 
of the Islamists against the West. 

The imams and the Muslim Brother-
hood will publicly state that they are 
waging jihad against the West. Amer-
ica is the prize, and Texas is the prize 
in America. 

Let’s do something about it. This 
body can do something about it. Stop 
hiding behind the First Amendment. 
Stop hiding behind the touchy-feely 
cultural stuff that we talk about in our 
schools, saying, oh, that sounds hate-
ful. 

It is not hateful to say that we ought 
to preserve and protect this country, 
and we should not allow people who are 
coming here to undermine the rule of 
law, undermine the Constitution, and 
try to Islamify a Judeo-Christian na-
tion into something that it is not. 

Let’s do those things. Let’s fight the 
rise of sharia law. Let’s pass legislation 
that clearly bans it. Let’s ban the 
entry of and remove foreign nationals 
who adhere to sharia law and under-

mine the rights of women. That is oc-
curring right here in this Nation, even 
as we speak. 

Let’s codify the elimination of for-
eign aid and expose the NGO funding, 
which is typically hostile to our inter-
ests. We are not doing enough of that. 
The administration is doing a great 
job. We have done some of it here. We 
need to go further. 

Let’s exit and reform NATO. Let’s 
exit and reform the United Nations. 
Let’s codify our exit from the World 
Health Organization that the President 
unilaterally executed from the execu-
tive. 

Let’s end funding for the National 
Endowment for Democracy, which is 
often abused against us and our allies. 
Let’s stop foreign aid for recalcitrant 
countries that refuse to take back ille-
gal aliens. 

These are all things we should be 
doing as the people’s House. There can 
be some debates and nuances about dif-
ferent pieces of these things. I am not 
saying every one of these is something 
that you just decree from on high. We 
are a republican form of government, 
of representatives. 

Let’s have the debate. Let’s do it. 
Let’s talk about it because this coun-
try did, in fact, pause immigration in 
the mid-20th century, and it was good 
for our Nation for a bit. It was good for 
us to take stock. It was good for us to 
ensure that we have people assimi-
lating and becoming a part of our coun-
try rather than trying to break down 
our country. 

We must dismantle and destroy the 
Marxist and Islamic organizations and 
networks undermining our safety and 
the rule of law, codify that antifa is a 
domestic terrorist organization, codify 
that the Southern Poverty Law Center 
is a domestic terrorist organization, 
and investigate and cut off the funding 
that George Soros is putting forward, 
often, we believe, illegally, an exten-
sion of DAs that are putting criminals 
on our streets. 

b 1920 
Why are we allowing this to occur? 
It is insane. 
Let’s fight for energy freedom. Let’s 

kill the remainder of the subsidies that 
are destroying our grid and under-
mining actual energy freedom. Let’s 
kill corporate cronyism, the grift and 
the regulations. Let’s end the renew-
able fuel standard crippling American 
refinery production, but let’s go ahead 
and allow year-round E15. I am good 
with that, E20, E25, I don’t care. Let 
the market figure it out, but get rid of 
the renewable fuel standard. 

Don’t come in here and beg for an E15 
year-round mandate because you want 
to have a bailout for farmers, and then 
don’t tell me: Texan, you might want 
to have the refining capacity that we 
need. 

Don’t tell me that we shouldn’t end 
the renewable fuel standard. Let’s 
work together and do that. I am happy 
to. I want our farmers in Iowa, Min-
nesota, and places that want to have 
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E15, E20, whatever, year-round. Great. 
Let’s get rid of that regulation, but 
let’s get rid of this other regulation 
too, Mr. Speaker. 

Let’s rapidly develop nuclear power. 
Let’s pass strong permitting reform. 
As we sit here now 2 weeks in the 

supposed darkness on the FISA 702 ex-
piration, number one: I would like to 
take a bet from anybody about whether 
they think our government is still con-
ducting warrantless surveillance even 
though FISA has expired. I assure you 
they are, Mr. Speaker. 

Number two: Shouldn’t we continue 
to do something about it? 

Let’s protect Americans from 
warrantless surveillance in their coun-
try and government and the corporate 
use of technology to target and spy on 
Americans. Let’s ensure warrant pro-
tections when we are talking about 
FISA. 

Ban government control of American 
citizen spending by banning any cen-
tral bank digital currency. If you don’t 
know what that is, Mr. Speaker, if you 
don’t know what a CBDC, a central 
bank digital currency, is, it is the gov-
ernment being able to monitor and 
control your currency, your spending, 
and your dollars electronically and 
being able to say: Oh, no, you can’t buy 
that gas now. Oh, no, wait, we don’t 
like guns. No bullets, you can’t buy 
bullets. 

China does it all the time, and you 
don’t think we are 5 seconds from it 
happening right here in the United 
States of America, Mr. Speaker? 

Of course, we are. 
Let’s ban government and corporate 

surveillance in our cars by killing the 
kill switch where we have mandated 
technology going into cars making 
them more expensive so they can mon-
itor you and monitor your face while 
you are driving, Mr. Speaker. 

In what kind of world in America do 
we have surveillance in our auto-
mobiles mandated by the government? 

Ban the funding of block cameras and 
other government surveillance. Let’s 
stop it. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a security, law and 
order guy. I was in the United States 
Attorneys Office. 

Do you know what makes my job 
easier as a prosecutor? 

It is having all the information in 
the world and all the surveillance data 
in the world to know exactly what ev-
erybody is doing and be able to go put 
them in jail. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, do you 
know what I like? 

It is freedom. I don’t want the gov-
ernment monitoring everything we are 
doing. 

Let’s not forget why we are sitting at 
$40 trillion in debt to reduce deficits 
and debt. We did a great thing in the 
big, beautiful bill by enforcing reforms 
to Medicaid and making sure that ille-
gal aliens couldn’t get welfare benefits 
in Medicaid. We had significant reduc-
tions in waste, fraud, and abuse. We did 
some good work, and we held discre-
tionary spending flat for 3 years. 

I didn’t mention that earlier as one 
of our great accomplishments. Under 
this President and under this Congress, 
for 3 years we held discretionary spend-
ing flat. I don’t know when we have 
ever done that. That is an extraor-
dinary piece of work that we have 
done, but we are not denting the debt 
yet. We are not denting the interest 
that is piling up around the ears of our 
kids and our grandkids. 

Let’s continue to reduce or hold dis-
cretionary spending flat. Let’s elimi-
nate programs plagued by fraud and 
let’s have reforms to eliminate fraud. 
Let’s ensure any reconciliation pack-
age is actually deficit reducing. 

I sat in meetings today in the Speak-
er’s Office talking about reconcili-
ation. My perspective is dollar for dol-
lar, year for year, spending pay-fors 
match the spending—no gimmicks, no 
games, no 10-year out-year savings for 
up-year 1-year spending. That is not 
hard. It is just something we ought to 
do. 

Let’s further reform welfare manda-
tory spending benefits. Let’s pass a bal-
anced budget amendment. Let’s do the 
work we need to do to get spending 
down and keep it going in the right di-
rection. 

However, don’t send up to me, White 
House, a supplemental spending bill be-
cause of Iran for $87 billion with an E15 
mandate in it. I am not going to vote 
for that. 

Are we going to pay for it? 
How are we going to pay for it? 
We used to pay for our wars. Yes, we 

racked up debt after World War II, but 
we also did a lot of war bonds, we did 
a lot of rationing, and we had a lot of 
tax increases to deal with the war. I 
am not for tax increases. 

What I am saying is: Let’s work 
through what we need to do to pay for 
$87 billion. 

By the way, that doesn’t even begin 
to do what we need to do to modernize 
our defense and replenish our stock-
piles. We should do all of that, but we 
should pay for it. Guns and butter is a 
novel concept. We have been doing a 
good job. Let’s not break from it. Once 
we start breaking from it, it gets real 
easy. We should hold the line. 

Let’s ban congressional stock trad-
ing. Oh, my gosh, oh, the wailing and 
the gnashing of teeth. 

Mr. Speaker, there are only 435 of us. 
If you don’t like it, then leave. I am 
going to be leaving at the end of the 
year after four terms. I think this is 
supposed to be a body where you come 
up, you serve, and you go home. I am 
not, by the way, trying to diminish 
anybody who has been here for five, for 
six, or for eight terms. I support term 
limits, but whatever. 

My view is, though: Why are you here 
day trading and engaging in the active 
trading of stocks when you are voting 
on the very thing you are supposed to 
be doing for the American people and 
not yourself? 

I am open to ideas on how. I am not 
open to it being an option. A majority 

of this body wants to do it. We just 
haven’t done it. It is overwhelmingly 
popular with the American people, and 
I think it would give great confidence 
that we are in this for the right rea-
sons. 

Let’s make America healthy again. 
Let’s provide real American healthcare 
freedom. Employer-provided health 
subsidies should go to health savings 
accounts. They shouldn’t have to go to 
Aetna or shouldn’t have to go to Blue 
Cross. Let those employer-provided 
funds go directly to you, Mr. Speaker, 
and allow you to go use those for direct 
primary care or to health sharing min-
istries. Let’s shake the system up. 

Let’s break the back of the insurance 
companies and the great big hospitals 
that are running this town. Seven 
times more is spent on healthcare lob-
bying in this town than on defense. It 
is by far the biggest industry in this 
town. 

Mr. Speaker, do you want to know 
why we can’t solve healthcare? 

That is why. It is the money. 
Let’s stop subsidizing sugar drinks. 

We had a vote on this over here, and we 
couldn’t pass it. 

Mr. Speaker, how can you not pass 
something saying: Stop subsidizing 
sugar drinks? 

I don’t even know what the argument 
is against it. Drink water. It was good 
enough for a millennia for human 
beings. 

Why are we using taxpayer dollars to 
say you should drink a Coke? 

Protect Americans from poison in 
our food, air and in the water. Let’s 
protect children. Let’s defund abortion 
and Planned Parenthood like we did in 
the big, beautiful bill and transgender 
surgeries. 

Let’s stop mifepristone and the pill 
that is going around killing literally 
hundreds of thousands of unborn ba-
bies. Let’s defund and limit that 
mifepristone. 

Let’s then protect children from on-
line abuses in AI, but let’s do it the 
right way. 

Let’s not empower government to po-
lice speech. 

Let’s not allow the Federal Govern-
ment to set massive standards pre-
empting States. Let’s ensure we pro-
tect our rights while we protect our 
children. We have done it for every 
other scourge on our kids. Let’s do it 
on this disaster that is technology in 
the pockets of our children. We can do 
that. It is not partisan. Let’s just do it. 

Let’s protect American land and 
housing from foreign ownership, and 
let’s pass a constitutional amendment 
for term limits. If we can’t pass a con-
stitutional amendment for term limits, 
then why don’t we just say we are not 
going to provide pay for Members after 
a certain period of time? 

Or why don’t we limit people from 
leadership positions or committee 
chairmanships after a certain period of 
time? 

We don’t need to amend the Constitu-
tion to do that. I introduced a bill to 
do that. 
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I am not saying these are all 100 per-

cent the right thing to do. I am not 
saying my bill on banning congres-
sional stock trading is the only way or 
the right way. What I am saying is: 
Let’s do it. 

We sit around a lot, and we talk 
about these things. That is the nature 
of a legislative body, but we have been 
talking about some of these things for 
way too long. 

We have been talking about passing a 
balanced budget amendment for a long 
time. Let’s do it. 

We have talked about term limits for 
a long time. Let’s do it by means of an 
amendment or by statute. 

We have talked about reducing 
spending. We are starting to do it a lit-
tle, but we haven’t touched mandatory 
spending. 

We have talked about what we need 
to do to secure our country and secure 
our border. Let’s codify it. Let’s do it. 
Let’s not just depend on the President 
so that we are in this yo-yo every 4 
years or every 8 years. 

Let’s make sure we have got abun-
dant energy for the American people. 
Let’s not pick winners and losers. Let’s 
stop subsidizing X over Y. 

Let’s have clean nuclear, and let’s 
have clean natural gas. 

b 1930 
Let’s have a strong military that has 

the tools that it needs. I am 100 percent 
on board for that, but you have to pay 
for it. Stop pretending that you don’t 
have to pay for things. Stop running 
around, as Republicans, saying: Supply 
side, supply side, can’t touch taxes, 
but, man, I can sure spend a lot. 

Great. I am for supply side and I 
want to cut taxes, but stop spending. 

You can’t have your cake and eat it, 
too. We, Republicans, can lead this 
country. We can inspire them to show 
up and support us to guarantee we have 
the strongest Congress, alongside this 
President, to defend this country and 
to ensure that we carry forward in the 
right way, but we have to do it. 

I don’t care if it is one or two or five 
or ten of those things, but can we do 
any of those things? 

Can we start with something like 
codifying border security? Can we ban 
congressional stock trading? Can we 
tackle the issue of healthcare and a 
Reconciliation 3.0 product? Can we 
fund defense, but pay for it? 

These are all basic things the Amer-
ican people expect us to do. Let’s do it, 
and then let’s carry forward this coun-
try for our kids and grandkids. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if I will 
get a chance to get back down on the 
House floor next week before we cele-
brate our 250th birthday, but that 
brings up two things for me to recount 
in my last 2 minutes. 

One is to the great people of 
Kerrville, Texas, and to the Hill Coun-
try that suffered under the devastating 
floods last year. You have been an ex-
ample to all. 

Yes, there have been questions about 
what happened and looking at what 

could be done differently and so forth, 
but the amount of money that was 
raised under private dollars—almost 
$150 million—record numbers that were 
given out and then distributed in a 
sober and appropriate way, a commu-
nity that rallied around their faith, 
stood up and defended—they didn’t 
come here. 

I didn’t have constituents coming 
here, begging: CHIP, come introduce a 
bill. We have got to have some big Fed-
eral Government bill to save our bacon. 

We did what we thought was right. 
FEMA was there. They helped, and 
then we tried to do it the right way. I 
am so proud of that community. I am 
praying for them. I am praying for 
those who lost their lives and their 
families as they hit this 1-year mark. I 
ask the rest of this Nation and the rest 
of my colleagues to do the same. 

Finally, I remind us as we are cele-
brating the 250th birthday of this coun-
try and all the sacrifice of all of our 
forefathers who bled, died, and fought 
for it that we have an obligation to do 
the same for our kids and grandkids, or 
we will lose it. That is the one thing 
that our Founding Fathers understood 
better than anybody. 

I remind people that we are not just 
celebrating our 250th birthday, but we 
are celebrating the 200th anniversary 
of the death of both Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams on that July 4, 1826, 
when Adams died saying Jefferson lives 
not knowing that Jefferson had passed 
away just a few hours before. 

If you don’t believe in the divine 
intervention in this country’s found-
ing, then think about that, that those 
two men died 50 years to the day from 
July 4, 1776. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 33 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, June 25, 2026, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3894. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Partnerships With 
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Organiza-
tions; Correction (RIN: 0503-AA73) received 
May 14, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3895. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Partnerships With 
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Organiza-

tions; Correction (RIN: 0503-AA73) received 
May 14, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3896. A letter from the Director, Regu-
lations Development Staff, Office of Policy 
and Program Development, Food Safety and 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Visual Post-Mortem Inspection in 
Swine Slaughter Establishments [Docket 
No.: FSIS 2024-0023] (RIN: 0583-AD99) received 
May 29, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3897. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office of 
the Secretary, Department of War, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Coopera-
tion With the Office of Special Counsel of the 
Merit Systems Protection Board [Docket ID: 
DOD-2025-OS-0441] (RIN: 0790-AL88) received 
May 21, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–3898. A letter from the Alternate OSW 
Federal Register Liaison Officer, 
USW(A&S)(A)/DPCAP, Department of War, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup-
plement: Disclosure of Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions (DFARS Case 2024-D021) [Docket: 
DARS-2026-0067] (RIN: 0750-AM18) received 
May 21, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–3899. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rules — Truth in Lending (Regulation 
Z) [Docket No.: R-1880] (RIN: 7100-AH10) re-
ceived June 2, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3900. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s an-
nouncement of 2026 asset-size thresholds — 
Community Reinvestment Act Regulations 
Asset-Size Thresholds received June 2, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–3901. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rules — Appraisals for Higher- 
Priced Mortgage Loans Exemption Thresh-
old [Docket No.: R-1878] (RIN: 7100-AH12) re-
ceived June 2, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3902. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s final 
rules — Consumer Leasing (Regulation M) 
[Docket No.: R-1879] (RIN: 7100-AH11) re-
ceived June 2, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3903. A letter from the Counsel, Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s interim final rule — National 
Bank Non-Interest Charges and Fees [Docket 
ID: OCC-2026-0430] (RIN: 1557-AF54) received 
April 29, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3904. A letter from the Council, Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Preemption Deter-
mination: State Interest-on-Escrow Laws 
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