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as Ms. GOODLANDER, Ms. KING-HINDS, 
and Mr. MEUSER for working together 
on this critical issues. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge members to sup-
port this bill, as amended, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS OF Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. MOORE). 

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I will first start off with 
thanking my colleague on the other 
side of the aisle for his support on this. 
It is great when we can do bipartisan 
things, particularly on such subject 
matter. 

I rise today in support of my bill, the 
Disaster Loan Accountability and Re-
form Act. When Hurricane Helene 
struck western North Carolina and so 
many other States, small businesses 
were on the front lines of recovery. 

They stepped up to serve their com-
munities and support their neighbors. 
They led, in a lot of ways, the response 
when it was needed most. 

When disaster hits, speed matters. 
Delays can determine whether busi-

nesses reopen or whether homes are re-
paired. The longer it takes for a com-
munity to rebuild, the greater the 
strain on the local economy. 

That is why the Small Business Ad-
ministration’s Disaster Loan Program 
is so important. 

It provides low-interest, long-term 
loans that help homeowners and busi-
nesses recover, rebuild, and get back on 
their feet. 

Unfortunately, a few years ago, the 
SBA failed to notify Congress that the 
disaster loan account was running dan-
gerously low on funds. 

So what happened? 

b 1520 

As a result, the program experienced 
a 66-day funding shortfall. What that 
did, Mr. Speaker, was leave home-
owners and small businesses unable to 
access critical disaster assistance when 
they needed it most. 

Hurricane Helene exposed serious 
weaknesses in the oversight and man-
agement of this account. We should 
learn from these failures rather than 
allowing them to be repeated. 

That is why I introduced this bill. It 
strengthens oversight, increases trans-
parency, and also puts in place even 
better financial safeguards within the 
Small Business Administration’s dis-
aster loan program. 

These reforms are going to help en-
sure that Congress receives timely in-
formation, that resources are managed 
responsibly, and that disaster assist-
ance remains available when Ameri-
cans need it, not after it is too late. 

Homeowners and small businesses 
cannot afford delays after a disaster. 
This ensures that the Federal Govern-
ment is better prepared to respond 
quickly, effectively, and responsibly 
when disaster strikes. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, DLARA would make 
numerous bipartisan reforms to the 
SBA disaster loan program, like ex-
panded notice and reporting require-
ments, separate budget line items, and 
professional evaluations of the pro-
gram’s administration in light of re-
cent rule changes. 

This bill will go a long way to ensure 
that the disaster loan account does not 
run out of funds again and that dis-
aster victims receive assistance in a 
timely manner. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, we must pass H.R. 4238 
to strengthen oversight of the SBA dis-
aster loan program. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4238, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

OVERSIGHT AND TRANSPARENCY 
FOR SMALL BUSINESS CERTIFI-
CATIONS ACT OF 2026 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 8879) to amend the 
Small Business Act to require a report 
on small business concern participa-
tion in a covered contracting pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8879 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Oversight 
and Transparency for Small Business Certifi-
cations Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN 

PARTICIPATION IN A COVERED CON-
TRACTING PROGRAMS. 

Section 10(c) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 639(c)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATION REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Along with the submis-

sion to Congress of the budget of the Presi-
dent for each fiscal year pursuant to section 
1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, the 
Administrator shall submit a report on small 
business concern participation in a covered 
contracting program during the year covered 
by the report that includes the following: 

‘‘(A) The total number of unique small 
business concerns certified for participation 
in a covered contracting program. 

‘‘(B) With respect to applications of small 
business concerns for participation in a cov-
ered contracting program— 

‘‘(i) the total number of applications for 
participation that have sufficient informa-
tion for the Administrator to issue a certifi-
cation determination, disaggregated by— 

‘‘(I) the number of applications certified 
for each covered contracting program; and 

‘‘(II) the number of applications for which 
a determination has not been made for any 
covered contracting program; 

‘‘(ii) the number of applications for certifi-
cation for two or more covered contracting 
programs and the percentage of total appli-
cants that received two or more certifi-
cations; 

‘‘(iii) the number of applications received 
through the single, unified platform estab-
lished by the Administrator for receipt of 
certification applications; and 

‘‘(iv) the number of small business con-
cerns certified for participation in a covered 
contracting program for which such certifi-
cation documentation is contain in a system 
other than the platform described in clause 
(iii), disaggregated by covered contracting 
program. 

‘‘(C) With respect to applications of small 
business concerns for certification as a small 
business concern owned and controlled by 
service-disabled veterans that have suffi-
cient information for the Administrator to 
issue a certification determination— 

‘‘(i) the number of applications certified; 
‘‘(ii) the number of applications denied; 

and 
‘‘(iii) the number of applications for which 

a determination has not been made. 
‘‘(D) With respect to each application of a 

small business concern for certification as a 
small business concern owned and controlled 
by service-disabled veterans, the timeframe 
between the date of submission of a com-
pleted application and the issuance of a cer-
tification or recertification determination, 
disaggregated by— 

‘‘(i) the number, expressed as a percentage, 
of certification determinations made within 
the timeframe established by the Adminis-
tration; 

‘‘(ii) the average time for a first-time ap-
plicant to receive a certification determina-
tion; and 

‘‘(iii) the average time for an applicant 
that is a small business concern owned and 
controlled by service-disabled veterans to re-
ceive a recertification determination. 

‘‘(E) With respect to applications of small 
business concerns for certification as a small 
business concern owned and controlled by 
women that have sufficient information for 
the Administrator to issue a certification de-
termination— 

‘‘(i) the number of applications certified; 
‘‘(ii) of the applications described in clause 

(i), the number certified that are eligible for 
award of a sole source contract under section 
8(m)(7); 

‘‘(iii) the number of applications certified 
that were processed by a national certifying 
entity described in section 8(m)(2)(E); 

‘‘(iv) the number of applications denied; 
and 

‘‘(v) the number of applications for which a 
determination has not been made. 

‘‘(F) Of the applications described in sub-
paragraph (E)(ii), the number of such appli-
cations that initially did not include suffi-
cient information for the Administrator to 
issue a certification determination. 

‘‘(G) With respect to each application of a 
small business concern for certification as a 
small business concern owned and controlled 
by women, the timeframe between the date 
of submission of a completed application and 
the issuance of a certification or recertifi-
cation determination, disaggregated by— 

‘‘(i) the number, expressed as a percentage, 
of certification determinations made within 
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the timeframe established by the Adminis-
tration; 

‘‘(ii) the average time for a first-time ap-
plicant to receive a certification determina-
tion; 

‘‘(iii) the average time for an applicant 
that is a small business concern owned and 
controlled by women to receive a recertifi-
cation determination; and 

‘‘(iv) the average time for an applicant cer-
tified by a national certifying entity to re-
ceive a determination from the Adminis-
trator, disaggregated by initial certification 
applications and recertification applications. 

‘‘(H) With respect to applications of small 
business concerns for certification as a 
qualified HUBZone small business concern 
that have sufficient information for the Ad-
ministrator to issue a certification deter-
mination— 

‘‘(i) the number of applications certified; 
‘‘(ii) the number of applications denied; 

and 
‘‘(iii) the number of applications for which 

a determination has not been made. 
‘‘(I) With respect to each application of a 

small business concern for certification as a 
qualified HUBZone small business concern, 
the timeframe between the date of submis-
sion of a completed application and the 
issuance of a certification or recertification 
determination, disaggregated by— 

‘‘(i) the number, expressed as a percentage, 
of certification determinations made within 
the timeframe established by the Adminis-
tration; 

‘‘(ii) the average time for a first-time ap-
plicant to receive a certification determina-
tion; and 

‘‘(iii) the average time for an applicant 
that is a qualified HUBZone small business 
concern to receive a recertification deter-
mination. 

‘‘(2) COVERED CONTRACTING PROGRAM DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘covered 
contracting program’ means contracting as-
sistance provided by the Administrator 
under following: 

‘‘(A) Section 8(a). 
‘‘(B) Section 8(m). 
‘‘(C) Section 31. 
‘‘(D) Section 36.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. OLSZEWSKI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 8879, the Oversight and 
Transparency for Small Business Cer-
tifications Act of 2026, introduced by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
OLSZEWSKI) and the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. WIED). 

As the Trump administration con-
tinues its focus on government effi-
ciency and eliminating fraud within 

Federal programs, Congress needs the 
information necessary to determine 
where these programs are succeeding 
and where they need improvement. 

SBA’s small business contracting 
programs help connect eligible small 
businesses with Federal contracting 
opportunities. Programs such as the 
women-owned small business certifi-
cation, the HUBZone program, and the 
service-disabled veteran-owned small 
business program help ensure that 
small businesses can compete for Fed-
eral contracts and grow their busi-
nesses. 

To effectively oversee these pro-
grams, Congress must have access to 
reliable data on how the certification 
process is performing. H.R. 8879 re-
quires the SBA to submit annual re-
ports to Congress on certification ac-
tivities across the agency’s small busi-
ness contracting programs. 

The bill requires reporting on certifi-
cations granted and denied, application 
processing times, participation rates, 
recertification timelines, and the use 
of the SBA’s certification platform. 

This information will provide greater 
transparency into program operations, 
strengthen congressional oversight, 
and help ensure that these programs 
continue to serve eligible small busi-
nesses efficiently and effectively. 

By improving accountability and pro-
viding Congress with better informa-
tion, this legislation will help protect 
taxpayer resources while supporting 
small businesses seeking to compete in 
the Federal marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 8879, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress’ ability to 
conduct effective oversight depends on 
regular access to information on the 
programs and authorities that SBA 
uses to assist small businesses. 

The committee has repeatedly expe-
rienced issues with SBA responses and 
reporting on the small business pro-
curement programs, including the 
WOSB certifications, the 8(a) Business 
Development program, and the Unified 
Certification Platform. 

Currently, the SBA is not providing 
needed information, including regular 
reports and basic data on contracting 
certifications that have been routinely 
provided in the past. 

This bill would help to ensure that 
we have consistent information and a 
more complete picture on one of the 
SBA’s core missions, certifying small 
business Federal contractors. Small 
business government contractors al-
ready face barriers to entering and 
competing in the Federal market. An 
SBA certification should not be an ad-
ditional burden. 

I thank the chairman for his support, 
and I thank Representative WIED for 
his co-leading on this bill. I urge all 
Members to support my bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, we must pass H.R. 8879 to increase 
transparency in Federal small business 
contracting programs by requiring 
SBA to report on participation in its 
certification programs so Congress can 
better evaluate their effectiveness. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, small businesses are 
critical partners with the Federal Gov-
ernment. They provide goods and serv-
ices to support agency mission needs, 
and they make up critical links 
throughout the supply chain. 

Passing this legislation will ensure 
the committee has timely information 
on the applications, certifications, and 
platforms that allow small firms to 
enter and have success in the Federal 
market. I urge all Members to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on my bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of H.R. 8879 to ensure small busi-
ness contracting programs are working 
as they are intended. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8879. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS CYBERSECURITY 
ASSISTANCE EVALUATION ACT 
OF 2026 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 8880) to require the 
Comptroller General to evaluate Fed-
eral cybersecurity assistance to small 
business concerns, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8880 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Cybersecurity Assistance Evaluation 
Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. GAO STUDY ON SMALL BUSINESS CYBER-

SECURITY ASSISTANCE. 
(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 

the United States shall conduct a study of 
current Federal cybersecurity initiatives, 
programs, resources, tools, and services in-
tended to assist owners of small business 
concerns (as defined under section 3 of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)) with— 

(1) identifying cyber risks, cyber threats, 
and cybersecurity vulnerabilities relating to 
such concerns; 

(2) assessing the preparedness of such con-
cerns for such risks, threats, and 
vulnerabilities; 
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