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leadership on this committee for bills
that we are very passionate about for
Main Street America. I thank my good
friend Representative OLSZEWSKI for
his support of this bill, as well.

I rise today in support of passing the
Small Business Technological Ad-
vancement Act through the House.

Small businesses are the backbone of
America. They are the backbone of our

economy. They create jobs. They
strengthen communities, and they
drive innovation across our great coun-
try.

But in today’s economy, Mr. Speak-
er, no small business can compete ef-
fectively without access to modern
technology.

Cloud-based accounting systems,
payroll platforms, cybersecurity tools,
inventory management software, and
emerging artificial intelligence appli-
cations are not optional any longer if
you are going to succeed in small busi-
ness. They are essential for operating
and growing a business.

Yet, under the SBA’s 7(a) loan pro-
gram, there has been unnecessary un-
certainty about whether these invest-
ments qualify as eligible business ex-
penses.

That confusion has slowed access to
capital and really made it tougher for
our entrepreneurs to operate and to
modernize.

This bill resolves that uncertainty. It
ensures that those loans can be used
for technology small businesses rely on
today, including software, cloud com-
puting services, and other digital tools
that improve efficiency and competi-
tiveness.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know about you,
but I am into commonsense solutions
for America, and this is one of those.
This is a simple, commonsense fix. It
doesn’t create any new programs. It
doesn’t expand the scope of Federal
lending. It simply provides clarity so
that lenders and small business owners
can move forward with confidence.

If we want Main Street to compete in
a modern digital economy, our laws
must reflect that reality, and that is
why I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
for the Small Business Technological
Advancement Act.

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers, and I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, last year, the 7(a) pro-
gram provided more than 78,000 loans
to small businesses worth more than
$37.2 billion. Thus far, in 2026, the pro-
gram has originated more than 38,000
loans worth more than $20.3 billion
with an average loan size of approxi-
mately $533,000.

As I mentioned earlier, small busi-
nesses have been able to utilize 7(a)
loans to finance digital tools, including
software and cloud computing services.
The SBA further clarified that position
last June, yet some businesses have
still reported uncertainty about using
7(a) loans for these purposes.

I support this legislation, as it will
codify that clarification and end any
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confusion once and for all by making
clear that these loans can indeed be
used to finance digital tools.

I, again, thank Representatives
ALFORD and MCGARVEY for leading on
this bipartisan effort, and I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of H.R. 915 because access to
technologies increases efficiency and
productivity, and will help small busi-
nesses remain competitive in an in-
creasingly digital marketplace.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 915, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

DISASTER LOAN ACCOUNTABILITY
AND REFORM ACT

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 4238) to improve ac-
countability in the disaster loan pro-
gram of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4238

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster
Loan Accountability and Reform Act” or the
“DLARA”.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-

lows:

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Table of contents.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

Sec. 4. Monthly disaster loan reports.

Sec. 5. Budget request relating to disaster
loans.

Limitations on disaster loans.

GAO report on SBA disaster loan ac-
count.

GAO report on disaster loan changes.

Budget and forecasting report regard-
ing the cost of direct disaster
loans.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the terms ‘‘Administration” and ‘Ad-
ministrator” mean the Small Business Ad-

Sec. 6.
Sec. T.

Sec. 8.
Sec. 9.
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ministration and the Administrator thereof,
respectively;

(2) the term ‘‘appropriate committees of
Congress’” means the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Small Business and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives; and

(3) the term ‘‘SBA disaster loan’ means a
direct loan authorized by section 7(b) of the
Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 636(b)), other
than a loan that was authorized under sec-
tion 1110 of the CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 9009).
SEC. 4. MONTHLY DISASTER LOAN REPORTS.

Section 12091(a) of the Small Business Dis-
aster Response and Loan Improvements Act
of 2008 (15 U.S.C. 636Kk(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘during the applicable pe-
riod for a major disaster’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘for that major disaster’’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘how
long the available funding for such loans will
last” and inserting ‘‘the date at which avail-
able funding for such loans will reach 10 per-
cent of the most recent appropriation and
the date at which the funds will be de-
pleted’’;

(B) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(C) in subparagraph (I), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

“(J) a summary detailing any changes to
estimates or assumptions on obligations and
expenditures, including data supporting
these changes.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) PROHIBITION ON OFFICIAL TRAVEL.—If
the Administrator does not submit a report
required to be submitted under paragraph (1)
by the required date, no funds are authorized
to be appropriated for official travel by the
Administrator until the Administrator sub-
mits the report.”.

SEC. 5. BUDGET REQUEST RELATING TO DIS-
ASTER LOANS.

Section 1105 of title 31, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(39) separate statements of—

‘““(A) the amount of appropriations re-
quested for the fiscal year for which the
budget is submitted for the cost of SBA dis-
aster loans, the 10-year average of the cost of
SBA disaster loans, and an explanation for
any difference between the amount requested
and the 10-year average cost; and

‘“(B) the amount of appropriations re-
quested for the fiscal year for which the
budget is submitted for the cost of COVID-
EIDL loans, the 10-year average of the cost
of COVID-EIDL loans, and an explanation for
any difference between the amount requested
and the 10-year average cost.

‘‘(40) separate statements of—

‘““(A) the amount of appropriations re-
quested for the fiscal year for which the
budget is submitted for administrative costs
relating to SBA disaster loans, the 10-year
average of such administrative costs, and an
explanation for any difference between the
amount requested and the 10-year average
costs; and

‘“(B) the amount of appropriations re-
quested for the fiscal year for which the
budget is submitted for administrative costs
relating to COVID-EIDL loans, the 10-year
average of such administrative costs, and an
explanation for any difference between the
amount requested and the 10-year average
costs.”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(j) In paragraphs (39) and (40) of sub-
section (a)—
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‘(1) the term ‘COVID-EIDL loan’ means a
direct loan under section 7(b) of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 636(b)) that was au-
thorized under section 1110 of the CARES
Act (15 U.S.C. 9009); and

‘(2) the term ‘SBA disaster loan’ means a
direct loan authorized by section 7(b) of the
Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 636(b)), other
than a loan that was authorized under sec-
tion 1110 of the CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 9009).”".
SEC. 6. LIMITATIONS ON DISASTER LOANS.

Section 7(b) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 636(b)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating the second paragraph
designated as paragraph (16), relating to
statute of limitations, as added by the
COVID-19 EIDL Fraud Statute of Limita-
tions Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-165; 136
Stat. 1363), as paragraph (18); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (16), relat-
ing to disaster declarations in rural areas, as
added by the Disaster Assistance for Rural
Communities Act (Public Law 117-249; 136
Stat. 2350), the following:

“(17) REQUIREMENTS WHEN FUNDING IS
LOW.—Not later than 24 hours after the bal-
ance of funds authorized to be appropriated
for the cost of direct loans authorized by this
subsection is less than 10 percent of the 10-
year average annual cost provided in the
most recent Presidential budget request re-
quired under section 1105(a)(39)(A) of title 31,
United States Code, or, if unavailable, the 10-
year average annual cost for the imme-
diately preceding 10-year period of SBA dis-
aster loans (as defined in section 1105(j) of
such title), the Administrator shall notify
the Committee on Appropriations and the
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship of the Senate and the Committee
on Appropriations and the Committee on
Small Business of the House of Representa-
tives.”.

SEC. 7. GAO REPORT ON SBA DISASTER LOAN AC-
COUNT.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to the Administrator and the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on—

(1) the average weekly rate at which the
Administration obligates the unobligated
balance of amounts available for the cost of
SBA disaster loans;

(2) the average amount, during the periods
beginning on October 1, 2015, and ending on
July 31, 2023, and beginning on July 31, 2023,
and ending on the date of enactment of this
Act, respectively, disbursed to a borrower
each week, during the initial 12-week period
in which a borrower receives amounts from
an SBA disaster loan, beginning the day
after the borrower accepts their loan, sepa-
rated by home SBA disaster loan borrowers,
business SBA disaster loan borrowers, and
economic injury disaster loan borrowers; and

(3) the average amount of fully disbursed
SBA disaster loans, originated during the pe-
riod beginning on July 31, 2023, and ending on
the date of enactment of this Act, with sepa-
rate averages for SBA disaster loans delin-
eated by home, business, and economic in-
jury disaster loans.

(b) RESPONSE.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which the Comptroller General
of the United States submits the report
under subsection (a), the Administrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a response to the report, including
an implementation plan for any rec-
ommendations in the report.

SEC. 8. GAO REPORT ON DISASTER LOAN
CHANGES.

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘‘covered final rule” means—

(1) the final rule entitled ‘‘Disaster Assist-
ance Loan Program Changes to Maximum
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Loan Amounts and Miscellaneous Updates”
(88 Fed. Reg. 39335 (June 16, 2023); RIN 3245—
AH91); or

(2) the final rule entitled ‘‘Disaster Assist-
ance Loan Program Changes to Unsecured
Loan Amounts and Credit Elsewhere Cri-
teria’ (89 Fed. Reg. 59826 (July 24, 2024); RIN
3245-AT108).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on—

(1) the cost (as defined in section 502 of the
Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C.
661a)) of the increase in the home loan lend-
ing limits for, the extension of the deferment
period for, the expansion of mitigation op-
tions for, the modifications to the criteria
for determining whether applicants can ob-
tain credit elsewhere with respect to, the
changes to collateral requirements for, and
other changes to the terms and conditions of
loans under section 7(b)(1) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(b)(1)) made by the
covered final rules; and

(2) the effect on the subsidy for such loans
of the changes contained in the covered final
rules.

SEC. 9. BUDGET AND FORECASTING REPORT RE-
GARDING THE COST OF DIRECT DIS-
ASTER LOANS.

(a) BUDGET FORMULATION AND FORE-
CASTING.—Not later than 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report detailing cor-
rections the Administration will make to
improve forecasting, data quality, and budg-
et assumptions relating to budget submis-
sions relating to amounts made available for
the cost of SBA disaster loans.

(b) UPDATES.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, and every
90 days thereafter until the date that is 90
days after the date on which all the correc-
tions described in subsection (a) have been
implemented, the Administrator shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report—

(1) detailing the actions the Administra-
tion has taken to implement the corrections
described in subsection (a); and

(2) explaining how each action detailed
under paragraph (1) is directly related to im-
plementing 1 or more corrections described
in subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. OLSZEWSKI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 4238, the Disaster Loan
Accountability and Reform Act intro-
duced by Representative MOORE from
the great State of North Carolina.

Disaster survivors should not have to
wonder whether relief will arrive in
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time. Instead, they should be able to
trust that the programs designed to
help them recover are prepared to meet
the moment.

The SBA’s disaster loan program
serves as a critical lifeline for families,
homeowners, and small businesses re-
covering from natural disasters. Com-
munities hit by hurricanes, floods,
wildfires, and other emergencies use
these loans to rebuild their homes, re-
store their livelihoods, and get them-
selves back on their feet.

That is why it was so concerning that
during the 2024 hurricane season, the
SBA disaster loan program exhausted
its funding and was forced to pause new
loan disbursements while communities
were actively recovering from Hurri-
canes Helene and Milton.

The disruption highlighted serious
concerns about the program’s budg-
eting, oversight, and communication
processes.

It is a sobering thought to know that
at a time when thousands of vulnerable
Americans were seeking assistance, the
program was unable to provide the sup-
port they needed. Americans who have
already survived a disaster should not
face additional uncertainty because of
preventable administrative failures.

This legislation will ensure that the
SBA disaster relief programs will be
backed by strong oversight, trans-
parent budgeting, and timely commu-
nication with Congress.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 4238. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, SBA loans provide long-
term, low-interest capital to home-
owners, renters, entrepreneurs, and
nonprofits after declared disasters,
playing a critical role in Federal dis-
aster response and recovery.

In 2024, several major hurricanes
made landfall in the U.S., crippling not
only our communities but SBA’s dis-
aster loan fund, as well.

On October 15, 2024, the agency an-
nounced its disaster loan funds had
been exhausted, and it couldn’t approve
or disburse new loans until Congress
appropriated extra money delaying
much-needed relief to the affected
areas.

Ultimately, this failure was caused
by a lack of communication from the
SBA to Congress. They failed to submit
required reports on the disaster pro-
gram, and they didn’t give Congress
enough notice to replenish the funds.
That is why the Disaster Loan Ac-
countability Reform Act, or DLARA, is
necessary.

This bill would expand SBA disaster
loan notice and reporting require-
ments, create specific budget line
items for disaster loans, and direct the
U.S. Government Accountability Office
to study how previous rulemaking has
impacted the speed of disaster loan dis-
bursement.

I commend Representatives DAVIS
and MOORE of North Carolina, as well
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as Ms. GOODLANDER, Ms. KING-HINDS,
and Mr. MEUSER for working together
on this critical issues.

Mr. Speaker, I urge members to sup-
port this bill, as amended, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS OF Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. MOORE).

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I will first start off with
thanking my colleague on the other
side of the aisle for his support on this.
It is great when we can do bipartisan
things, particularly on such subject
matter.

I rise today in support of my bill, the
Disaster Loan Accountability and Re-
form Act. When Hurricane Helene
struck western North Carolina and so
many other States, small businesses
were on the front lines of recovery.

They stepped up to serve their com-
munities and support their neighbors.
They led, in a lot of ways, the response
when it was needed most.

When disaster hits, speed matters.

Delays can determine whether busi-
nesses reopen or whether homes are re-
paired. The longer it takes for a com-
munity to rebuild, the greater the
strain on the local economy.

That is why the Small Business Ad-
ministration’s Disaster Loan Program
is so important.

It provides low-interest, long-term
loans that help homeowners and busi-
nesses recover, rebuild, and get back on
their feet.

Unfortunately, a few years ago, the
SBA failed to notify Congress that the
disaster loan account was running dan-
gerously low on funds.

So what happened?
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As a result, the program experienced
a 66-day funding shortfall. What that
did, Mr. Speaker, was leave home-
owners and small businesses unable to
access critical disaster assistance when
they needed it most.

Hurricane Helene exposed serious
weaknesses in the oversight and man-
agement of this account. We should
learn from these failures rather than
allowing them to be repeated.

That is why I introduced this bill. It
strengthens oversight, increases trans-
parency, and also puts in place even
better financial safeguards within the
Small Business Administration’s dis-
aster loan program.

These reforms are going to help en-
sure that Congress receives timely in-
formation, that resources are managed
responsibly, and that disaster assist-
ance remains available when Ameri-
cans need it, not after it is too late.

Homeowners and small businesses
cannot afford delays after a disaster.
This ensures that the Federal Govern-
ment is better prepared to respond
quickly, effectively, and responsibly
when disaster strikes.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.
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Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Mr. Speaker, DLARA would make
numerous bipartisan reforms to the
SBA disaster loan program, like ex-
panded notice and reporting require-
ments, separate budget line items, and
professional evaluations of the pro-
gram’s administration in light of re-
cent rule changes.

This bill will go a long way to ensure
that the disaster loan account does not
run out of funds again and that dis-
aster victims receive assistance in a
timely manner.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my
time to close.

Mr. Speaker, we must pass H.R. 4238
to strengthen oversight of the SBA dis-
aster loan program. I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4238, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

OVERSIGHT AND TRANSPARENCY
FOR SMALL BUSINESS CERTIFI-
CATIONS ACT OF 2026

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 8879) to amend the
Small Business Act to require a report
on small business concern participa-
tion in a covered contracting pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8879

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Oversight
and Transparency for Small Business Certifi-
cations Act of 2026°.

SEC. 2. REPORT ON SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN
PARTICIPATION IN A COVERED CON-
TRACTING PROGRAMS.

Section 10(c) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 639(c)) is amended to read as follows:

“‘(c) CERTIFICATION REPORTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Along with the submis-
sion to Congress of the budget of the Presi-
dent for each fiscal year pursuant to section
1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, the
Administrator shall submit a report on small
business concern participation in a covered
contracting program during the year covered
by the report that includes the following:

‘“(A) The total number of unique small
business concerns certified for participation
in a covered contracting program.

‘(B) With respect to applications of small
business concerns for participation in a cov-
ered contracting program—
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‘(i) the total number of applications for
participation that have sufficient informa-
tion for the Administrator to issue a certifi-
cation determination, disaggregated by—

“(I) the number of applications certified
for each covered contracting program; and

‘(IT1) the number of applications for which
a determination has not been made for any
covered contracting program;

‘‘(ii) the number of applications for certifi-
cation for two or more covered contracting
programs and the percentage of total appli-
cants that received two or more certifi-
cations;

‘“(iii) the number of applications received
through the single, unified platform estab-
lished by the Administrator for receipt of
certification applications; and

‘(iv) the number of small business con-
cerns certified for participation in a covered
contracting program for which such certifi-
cation documentation is contain in a system
other than the platform described in clause
(iii), disaggregated by covered contracting
program.

“(C) With respect to applications of small
business concerns for certification as a small
business concern owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans that have suffi-
cient information for the Administrator to
issue a certification determination—

‘(i) the number of applications certified;

‘(ii) the number of applications denied;
and

‘‘(iii) the number of applications for which
a determination has not been made.

‘(D) With respect to each application of a
small business concern for certification as a
small business concern owned and controlled
by service-disabled veterans, the timeframe
between the date of submission of a com-
pleted application and the issuance of a cer-
tification or recertification determination,
disaggregated by—

‘(i) the number, expressed as a percentage,
of certification determinations made within
the timeframe established by the Adminis-
tration;

‘“(ii) the average time for a first-time ap-
plicant to receive a certification determina-
tion; and

‘“(iii) the average time for an applicant
that is a small business concern owned and
controlled by service-disabled veterans to re-
ceive a recertification determination.

‘“(BE) With respect to applications of small
business concerns for certification as a small
business concern owned and controlled by
women that have sufficient information for
the Administrator to issue a certification de-
termination—

‘(i) the number of applications certified;

‘‘(ii) of the applications described in clause
(i), the number certified that are eligible for
award of a sole source contract under section
8(m)(7);

‘“(iii) the number of applications certified
that were processed by a national certifying
entity described in section 8(m)(2)(E);

‘“(iv) the number of applications denied;
and

‘(v) the number of applications for which a
determination has not been made.

‘“(F) Of the applications described in sub-
paragraph (E)(ii), the number of such appli-
cations that initially did not include suffi-
cient information for the Administrator to
issue a certification determination.

‘(G) With respect to each application of a
small business concern for certification as a
small business concern owned and controlled
by women, the timeframe between the date
of submission of a completed application and
the issuance of a certification or recertifi-
cation determination, disaggregated by—

‘(i) the number, expressed as a percentage,
of certification determinations made within
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