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Pulse Memorial resolution. That very
next year, in the 116th Congress, we
were able to pass H.R. 3094 out of the
House to make it the National Pulse
Memorial, because literally every
State across the Nation mourned and
had vigils from what had transpired on
June 12, 2016.

Unfortunately, during that term, it
didn’t pass. However, the very next
term, during the 117th Congress, we
filed it again, introduced as H.R. 49, to
designate the National Pulse Memo-
rial. Just a few months later, in May
2021, almost 5 years after the attack, it
passed the House. Eventually, we had
Senator ScOTT sponsor it in the Sen-
ate, and President Joe Biden signed it
into law in June 2021.

In December, 2 years later, the city
acquired the land where the Pulse
nightclub sat. We have been through a
long process to help make sure we
could hear from families, hear from
friends, and hear from our community.
Although that was a difficult process,
it was one that I want to applaud the
city for helping lead to get to a final
plan, which we are in the process of
putting together, for a final National
Pulse Memorial. In March of this year,
the building was torn down to create
this space, a memorial honoring the 49
lives lost. The permanent memorial, I
am proud to say, is now about 60 per-
cent complete.

When we were before the Natural Re-
sources Committee, talking about why
this needed to be a national memorial,
I was able to point out that we saw vig-
ils in every State, including the States
of all the Members of the Natural Re-
sources Committee who were on that
panel. Some of our colleagues that I re-
member on the panel were from Utah,
New York, and other States. It was an
amazing moment to show how, in just
about every major city across America,
we saw folks standing in solidarity.

So, today, it is with a heavy heart
and with a sad remembrance that we
mark the approaching 10th anniver-
sary.

Mr. Speaker, I am joined here to-
night by a dear friend, a neighbor, a
young man who had just graduated
from high school a little before the at-
tack. He went to school in our district,
we are proud to say. From an early
age, he took on the issue of gun vio-
lence, served as a student representa-
tive on our school board in Osceola
County, and has continued to play a
big role ever since in gun safety.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. FROST).

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, 10 years
ago today, in my home district, in Or-
lando, a man walked into Pulse night-
club, opened fire, and Kkilled 49 inno-
cent angels.

The pain from that day still hasn’t
subsided in our community. I still feel
the same despair, anger, and fear that
I felt that day, the day this tragedy
happened.

I remember getting the call. I wasn’t
home at the time. I knew the area very
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well because, in high school, I got an
internship to be a techie at a music
venue in downtown Orlando, so I knew
a lot of the people who worked at a lot
of the clubs.

I was in Fort Mpyers, working my
first campaign, when I got the call that
this had happened. I was actually
about to perform with the local sym-
phony there for the first time, but I got
in my car and drove back home.

At the time, Pulse was the deadliest
mass shooting in modern American his-
tory. Since then, there have been over
4,500 more shootings across this Na-
tion. It is 10 years later, and absolutely
nothing has changed. It is still too easy
to acquire a gun.

Congress has failed to pass common-
sense laws, like universal background
checks, or to pass an assault weapons
ban. If you are outraged by hearing
this, you should be. I am outraged that
I have spent about the last 15 years of
my life fighting for gun violence pre-
vention, and we are still in the same
place.

I don’t want to live in a country or in
an America where people can walk into
schools, grocery stores, churches, con-
certs, mnightclubs, and immediately
look for the nearest exit.

I will always remember the first time
I had an elementary school come visit
me here from my district when I first
got into Congress, my first year. I was
really excited. I stayed up really late,
practicing what questions I would ask
them to inspire them to learn more
about government.

One of the questions I asked was: If
you were a Congressperson, what law
would you pass? I was excited to hear
ice cream for dinner, no homework,
and soda in the water fountain.

I picked this little girl. I think she
was 7 or 8 years old. She told me: I
would ban assault weapons so I don’t
get shot in school.

Today, I hold the victims of Pulse
and their loved ones in my heart. Pulse
was more than just a nightclub. It was
a place of joy, community, and belong-
ing for Orlando’s LGBTQ+ community.
On that night, as people gathered for
Latin night, the attack also devastated
Orlando’s Latino community, as well.

We will continue the fight because I
do believe that the best way to honor
their lives is to honor their lives with
action.

I remember when I first got involved
in this, I always had this sticker on my
driver’s license that a lot of young peo-
ple put on their license at this point. It
said that if I die due to gun violence,
politicize my death to make sure it
doesn’t happen to anyone else ever
again.

So, after every shooting, I will al-
ways speak out because true justice is
more than words. It is ensuring that we
do not live in a country where the lead-
ing cause of death for a child is a bul-
let, because that is the reality of the
United States of America in 2026.

We honor their lives. We don’t just
remember how they died, but how they
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lived. We remember the fact that it
was a preventable death and that this
body has done nothing to ensure it
never happens again. There is a lot
more work to do.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my community
in Orlando to continue to speak out
and to keep fighting and remembering,
and we will do the same.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to remember the 49 lives
killed and the 58 people injured in a
hateful mass shooting at Pulse Night-
club ten years ago.

Today, I stand to speak, but I re-
member when I sat on this House floor
for over 24 hours in protest. Ten days
after a shooting that should have
shook Congress awake, Republican
leadership decided to do nothing to
pass gun safety laws.

So instead, I led a sit-in with Con-
gressman John Lewis and our col-
leagues to show the American people
that we do in fact care and hear their
demands for action—not just in re-
sponse to the mass shooting at Pulse,
but for the gun violence that forever
changes lives every single day. Over 120
Americans die every single day due to
gun violence.

Empty thoughts and prayers will
never be enough to end gun violence.

We need true action: Background
checks. Red flag laws. Assault weapons
ban. Accountability for the gun indus-
try with too much blood on its hands.

We also need to disarm hate. Ten
years ago on June 12, the LGBTQ+ and
Latino community in Orlando were
dancing and celebrating Pride. Pride in
who they are. Pride in who they love.
So many lives changed forever that
night because someone was armed with
a semi-automatic rifle.

No one should live in fear of being
shot for celebrating such a beautiful
thing as Pride. We all deserve to live
safely and happily as we are.

——
O 2000

THE FUTURE OF APPROPRIATIONS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. KILEY of
California was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.)

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I will say a brief word about the
passage of today’s reconciliation bill.
At a time when Congress is more polar-
ized than ever, today’s vote is likely to
make things worse.

The House is giving away its most
important power—to make appropria-
tions on an annual basis and assure
funds are spent in a way that carries
out the intent of Congress while re-
flecting the will of the American peo-
ple.

This precedent also threatens a last
vestige of bipartisanship in Wash-
ington, turning appropriations into a
party-line exercise.
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The issue of interior immigration en-
forcement, in particular the tragic
events in Minnesota, have deeply di-
vided the country. Congress needed to
come together with bipartisan reforms
to restore trust and focus the mission
of our immigration agencies. Reforms
like body cameras, training, identifica-
tion, warrants, and nonenforcement
zones near schools are supported by the
vast majority of Americans and would
receive strong majority support in the
House.

I made it clear for months that I
would not consider voting for a party-
line reconciliation bill absent these
policy changes. There is no national se-
curity imperative for additional imme-
diate funding when last year’s rec-
onciliation bill provided $170 billion for
immigration enforcement.

Mr. Speaker, I will continue to vote
for what is best for my district, irre-
spective of partisanship, and will fight
for commonsense solutions to the chal-
lenges facing our country.

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE AUSTIN ALVAREZ

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as part of the California Congres-
sional District Three Police Honor Roll
and in recognition of National Police
Week 2026, I wish to honor Detective
Austin Alvarez, a dedicated member of
the Folsom Police Department, for his
exceptional dedication to public serv-
ice.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Detective Alvarez has exemplified the
highest standards of professionalism,
integrity, and courage in service to the
communities of Sacramento County.
With 7 years of experience in law en-
forcement, he has demonstrated an un-
wavering commitment to protecting
public safety and fostering meaningful
community engagement.

During his ongoing tenure, Detective
Alvarez has served in roles such as offi-
cer and detective, earning the respect
and admiration of colleagues and con-
stituents alike. He has been recognized
with the Folsom Police Department
Lifesaving Award and Unit Citation
Award, reflecting his commitment to
excellence and a record of exemplary
service.

Detective Alvarez is known by others
for his compassion, exceptional inves-
tigative skills, and unwavering com-
mitment to justice.

Over the past 2% years, he has been
working on highly sensitive and emo-
tionally difficult cases during his as-
signment to the Sacramento County
Hi-Tech Crimes Task Force. In this
role, his primary mission has been in-
vestigating internet crimes against
children and identifying those who ex-
ploit and prey upon some of the most
vulnerable members of our community.
His efforts have directly contributed to
the identification, arrest, and prosecu-
tion of offenders involved in the exploi-
tation of children, while also helping
safeguard victims from further harm.

The nature of these crimes often re-
quires long hours, extensive follow-up,
and exposure to deeply disturbing ma-
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terial. Regardless of these challenges,
Detective Alvarez is regarded by his
colleagues and leadership for his abil-
ity to continue to perform at the high-
est levels while representing both the
task force and his department with dis-
tinction.

He also stands out for his ability to
build strong working relationships
with partner agencies and prosecutors
at the State and Federal level, enhanc-
ing regional collaboration in com-
bating crimes against the most vulner-
able members of our community.

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to
recognize Detective Alvarez of the Fol-
som Police Department as part of this
year’s District Three Police Honor
Roll.

RECOGNIZING THE EL DORADO COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE STRIKE TEAM

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as part of the California Congres-
sional District Three Police Honor Roll
and in recognition of National Police
Week 2026, I wish to honor seven dedi-
cated members of the El Dorado Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office for their exceptional
dedication to public service, including
Sergeant Blake Alvarez, Deputy Josh
Stillman, Deputy Craig Reimche, Dep-
uty Vincent Durant, Deputy Griffin
O’Camb, Detective Zachariah Xraus,
and Deputy Tyler Costere.

Throughout their distinguished ca-
reers, this team has exemplified the
highest standards of professionalism,
integrity, and courage in service to the
El Dorado County community. Within
their many years of experience in law
enforcement, they have demonstrated
an unwavering commitment to pro-
tecting public safety and fostering
meaningful community engagement.
They have earned the respect and ad-
miration of colleagues and constitu-
ents alike. Their commitment to excel-
lence and exemplary public service is
commendable.

This team stands out for their heroic
actions during an officer-involved
shooting in the town of Camino earlier
this year. After they had received a re-
port that a man had shot and wounded
a PG&E contract worker and was barri-
caded in his home, these El Dorado
County Sheriff’s deputies arrived on
the scene, formed a perimeter, evacu-
ated neighboring homes, and attempted
numerous ways to establish contact
with the suspect to resolve the situa-
tion safely.

After their efforts to contact the sus-
pect were unsuccessful, the El Dorado
County Sheriff’s SWAT team was sum-
moned to take over the scene and work
toward the safe surrender of the sus-
pect.

As they were establishing their pres-
ence on the scene, the suspect abruptly
exited his home and ran up to an ele-
vated nearby bank embankment that
offered tree cover and limited visibility
for officers. The suspect began shooting
at the deputies below him. Deputy
Reimche was shot in the lower leg,
causing him to fall to the ground. Dep-
uty Stillman was struck on the upper
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thigh and went down. Their fellow dep-
uties moved them to safety and admin-
istered aid, even breaking cover and
risking their own safety to do so.

As the shooting began, Deputies Dur-
ant and Costere maneuvered toward
the suspect, bounding from tree to
tree, until they were able to restrain
the suspect and take him into custody,
also providing the suspect with a med-
ical assessment and treatment, as well
as transfer to a nearby hospital.

This event illustrates the core foun-
dation of selfless sacrifice and service
that embodies the men and women who
swear an oath to protect our commu-
nities every day as peace officers. They
remained calm under fire, even after
being wounded, addressed the suspect
as he fired on deputies, pulled deputies
to safety under fire, applied lifesaving
intervention care, and transported the
wounded to medics. Their decisive ac-
tions and effective teamwork made a
meaningful difference toward stopping
the threat of a suspect and resolving
the incident.

It is an honor to represent exemplary
individuals like these officers in Con-
gress. On behalf of California’s Third
Congressional District and the United
States House of Representatives, I ex-
tend my sincerest gratitude to this
team in the El Dorado County Sheriff’s
Office for their continued dedication to
safeguarding and serving our commu-
nities.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring these officers and all those
who serve in law enforcement during
National Police Week.

RECOGNIZING OFFICER PHILLIP BROOKS

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as part of the California Congres-
sional District Three Police Honor Roll
and in recognition of National Police
Week 2026, I wish to honor Officer Phil-
lip Brooks, a dedicated member of the
Nevada City Police Department, for his
exceptional dedication to public serv-
ice.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Officer Brooks has exemplified the
highest standards of professionalism,
integrity, and courage in service to the
Nevada City community. Within his 16
years of experience in law enforce-
ment—2 in law enforcement and 14 in
probation—he has demonstrated an un-
wavering devotion to protecting public
safety and fostering meaningful com-
munity engagement. He has earned the
respect and admiration of colleagues
and constituents alike, and his com-
mitment to excellence and record of
exemplary service is commendable.

Officer Brooks stands out for his
dedication to servant-oriented policing
and to building strong relationships
with the public. He represents his city
with distinction and to a level that is
highly regarded by his community, col-
leagues, and leadership. He is known
for the great number of written com-
pliments that he receives. In fact, it is
not uncommon for his department to
see a new compliment submitted every
week recognizing Officer Brooks for his
outstanding service.



June 9, 2026

It is an honor to represent remark-
able individuals, like Officer Brooks in
Congress. On behalf of California’s
Third Congressional District and the
United States House of Representa-
tives, I extend my sincere gratitude to
Officer Brooks for his continued dedi-
cation to safeguarding and serving our
communities.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Officer Phillip Brooks and all
those who serve in law enforcement
during National Police Week.

O 2010

RECOGNIZING PLACER COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
COLD CASE UNIT

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as part of the California Congres-
sional District Three Police Honor
Roll, and in recognition of National
Police Week 2026, I wish to honor the
Placer County Cold Case Unit with the
Placer County Sheriff’s Office for their
exceptional dedication to public serv-
ice.

This specialized team of investiga-
tors focuses on unsolved cases, uti-
lizing advanced DNA technology and
genetic genealogy to secure break-
throughs in decades-old murders, in-
cluding the recent arrest of James
Lawhead, Jr., in the 1991 case of Cindy
Wanner.

For 34 years, investigators continued
pursuing answers in relation to Cindy
Wanner’s murder, never allowing the
case to be forgotten. After detectives
identified Lawhead as the suspect, they
collaborated with other law enforce-
ment agencies and used facial-recogni-
tion technology to locate him under
his new identity.

Their steadfast efforts in cases such
as these represent a meaningful step
toward justice for victims, some of
whom have waited decades for answers.

The investigators of the Placer Coun-
ty Cold Case Unit have exemplified the
highest standards of professionalism,
integrity, and courage in service to the
Placer County community. With dec-
ades of experience in law enforcement
between them, they have demonstrated
an unwavering commitment to pro-
tecting public safety and fostering
meaningful community engagement.

This team has earned the respect and
admiration of colleagues and constitu-
ents alike. Their commitment to excel-
lence and record of exemplary service
are commendable.

It is an honor to represent exemplary
individuals like the investigators of
the Placer County Cold Case Unit here
in Congress.

On behalf of California’s Third Con-
gressional District and the TUnited
States House of Representatives, I ex-
tend my sincere gratitude to the Placer
County Cold Case Unit for their contin-
ued dedication to safeguarding and
serving our communities.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the Placer County Cold Case
Unit and all of those who serve in law
enforcement.

HONORING GREG JENSEN

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-

er, as part of the California Congres-
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sional District Three Police Honor
Roll, and in recognition of National
Police Week 2026, I wish to honor Lieu-
tenant Greg Jensen, a dedicated mem-
ber of the Rocklin Police Department,
for his exceptional dedication to public
service.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Lieutenant Jensen has exemplified the
highest standards of professionalism,
integrity, and courage in service to the
Rocklin community.

With more than 19 years of experi-
ence in law enforcement, he has dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment
to protecting public safety and fos-
tering meaningful community engage-
ment.

Lieutenant Jensen has earned the re-
spect and admiration of colleagues and
constituents alike. His dedication to
excellence and record of exemplary
service are commendable.

Lieutenant Jensen is widely regarded
by others for his devotion to commu-
nity safety, visionary leadership, and
results-driven policing. He stands out
for his reliability, strong work ethic,
and innovative approaches. His con-
tributions have made a meaningful im-
pact on the Rocklin Police Depart-
ment, resulting in measurable im-
provements in investigative outcomes,
operational coordination, community
engagement, and organizational per-
formance. His willingness to take on
demanding assignments in addition to
his primary duties demonstrates a
commitment to his role that far ex-
ceeds expectations.

Lieutenant Jensen oversees some of
the most complex and high-impact op-
erations within the Rocklin Police De-
partment and performs with distinc-
tion in this role. His leadership is de-
fined by strategic direction and an
ability to translate extensive experi-
ence into quantifiable outcomes that
strengthen organizational effectiveness
and reinforce public trust. He fosters
an environment rooted in account-
ability, mentorship, and collaboration,
ensuring that team members are sup-
ported, empowered, and held to the
highest professional standards.

Last year, he supervised a team com-
prised of four detectives and a sergeant
in the investigations unit that deliv-
ered truly outstanding results for the
department. This team was responsible
for 193 criminal investigations and
achieved an exceptional clearance rate
of 89 percent.

Lieutenant Jensen’s leadership was
instrumental in guiding this highly
skilled team of detectives to solve nu-
merous high-profile, multijuris-
dictional cases.

In one notable organized retail bur-
glary investigation, approximately
nine suspects used a stolen vehicle to
forcibly enter a business and steal
nearly $100,000 in merchandise.

Working collaboratively across mul-
tiple jurisdictions, including agencies
in Oakland, Santa Rosa, Campbell, and
Berkeley, Lieutenant Jensen and his
investigative team coordinated a com-

H4047

plex and far-reaching effort. Through
the team’s diligent investigative work,
detectives identified stolen property
being sold online, secured search war-
rants, and ultimately recovered more
than 1,200 stolen items. This marks
just one of the many cases successfully
led by Lieutenant Jensen.

Beyond his operational accomplish-
ments, Lieutenant Jensen has dem-
onstrated initiative in developing pro-
grams that strengthen community re-
lationships and invest in the future of
the law enforcement profession, includ-
ing the administration of justice dual-
enrollment program with Sierra Col-
lege and the Rocklin Unified School
District.

Additionally, he played a key role in
implementing the Blue Envelope Pro-
gram in the department, enhancing
communication, safety, and trust dur-
ing law enforcement interactions, par-
ticularly for individuals with specific
communication needs.

My district team and I have had the
pleasure of working with Lieutenant
Jensen in his support of our district of-
fice. He has played a key role in ensur-
ing the safety of my team and visitors,
preserving our ability to provide con-
stituent services. We have been
touched by his positive and proactive
approach to public safety.

It is an honor to represent remark-
able individuals like Lieutenant Greg
Jensen in Congress. Therefore, on be-
half of California’s Third Congressional
District and the United States House of
Representatives, I extend my sincere
gratitude to Lieutenant Jensen for his
continued dedication to safeguarding
and serving our communities.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Lieutenant Greg Jensen and
all of those who serve in law enforce-
ment during this National Police
Week.

HONORING ALANA GRUCHOW

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as part of the California Congres-
sional District Three Police Honor
Roll, and in recognition of National
Police Week 2026, I wish to honor In-
vestigator Alana Gruchow, a dedicated
member of the Placer County District
Attorney’s Office, for her exceptional
dedication to public service.

Throughout her distinguished career,
Investigator Gruchow has exemplified
the highest standards of profes-
sionalism, integrity, and courage in
service to the Placer County commu-
nity. With 14 years of experience in law
enforcement, she has demonstrated an
unwavering commitment to protecting
public safety and fostering meaningful
community engagement.

During her ongoing tenure, Investi-
gator Gruchow has served in roles such
as deputy for the San Bernardino Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, officer for the Rose-
ville Police Department, detective for
the Roseville Police Department, and
investigator for the Placer County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, earning the re-
spect and admiration of colleagues and
constituents alike within these roles.
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She has been recognized with the 2019
Elks Lodge Roseville Police Officer of
the Year and numerous other accolades
from coworkers, supervisors, and citi-
zens, reflecting her commitment to ex-
cellence and a record of exemplary
service.

Investigator Gruchow is widely re-
garded by others for her strong work
ethic, her unmatched positive attitude,
and her unwavering support for vic-
tims. She stands out for her tenacious
approach to investigations and com-
mitment to faithfully supporting her
colleagues and serving her community.

Investigator Gruchow began her ca-
reer in the San Bernardino County
Sheriff’s Office, where she worked as a
deputy. She later moved to the Rose-
ville Police Department in 2015 and has
been an integral part of Placer Coun-
ty’s law enforcement team since that
time.

In 2023, Investigator Gruchow
lateraled to the Placer County District
Attorney’s Office as an investigator,
where she handles the child abuse and
sexual assault caseload.

In navigating these difficult cases,
Investigator Gruchow meets and ex-
ceeds expectations through her dedica-
tion to the fine details of a case and
willingness to exhaust all leads. She
has handled at least 400 cases in the
past 4 years, guided victims through
trying court processes, and played a
crucial part in Kkeeping dangerous
criminal offenders off the streets.

In addition to the management of her
caseload, Investigator Gruchow
proactively brings her peers and law
enforcement partners together in
meaningful ways. For example, she
leads a team comprised of law enforce-
ment representatives from Placer
County for the Baker to Vegas Annual
Relay Race that spans from Baker,
California, to Las Vegas, Nevada. It is
the world’s largest law enforcement
sporting event, which hosts over 10,000
participants each year.

O 2020

With Investigator Gruchow’s leader-
ship, the Placer Regional law enforce-
ment team has finished at the top of
its category for the past 2 years, bring-
ing home a coveted mug. This success,
enforcing regional comradery and help-
ing to improve morale across agencies,
could not happen without the tireless
devotion of Investigator Gruchow.

It is an honor to represent remark-
able individuals like Investigator
Gruchow in Congress. Therefore, on be-
half of California’s Third Congressional
District and the United States House of
Representatives, I extend my sincere
congratulations and gratitude to Inves-
tigator Gruchow for her continued
dedication to safeguarding and serving
our communities.

I ask my colleagues to join me in of-
fering Investigator Gruchow and all
those who serve in law enforcement
their gratitude, as well in honoring
these amazing individuals and public
servants during this National Police
Week.
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RECOGNIZING BOBBI GAGNON

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize school li-
brarians across California’s Third Con-
gressional District as part of National
School Librarian Day, which was on
April 4, 2026.

School librarians play a critical role
in a student’s educational journey,
from collaborating with both students
and teachers to enable the access of
educational resources in a wide variety
of formats, to guiding them in how to
acquire, evaluate, and use new infor-
mation. In doing so, they promote curi-
osity and learning experience by intro-
ducing young scholars to new lit-
erature and other types of resources.

As such, it is my privilege to honor a
select group of outstanding school li-
brarians from California’s Third Con-
gressional District for their dedication
to supporting the education of our
country’s future leaders and workforce.

But there is one librarian who re-
ceived the highest number of nomina-
tions across my district, that being
Bobbi Gagnon of Orangevale Open Ele-
mentary School in the San Juan Uni-
fied School District. This outpouring of
support from students, parents, col-
leagues, and community members
alike is an inspiring testament to the
impact she makes every day.

I will say, I happened to get the
chance to see her read a book to her
students, and I can understand why she
is so popular and has such a great im-
pact on students there.

Therefore, I am proud to name Bobbi
Gagnon as the 2026 School Librarian of
the Year for California’s Third Con-
gressional District.

Through her role as school librarian,
she has enriched her school and the
Orangevale-Fair Oaks community,
making a meaningful and positive dif-
ference in the lives of all those she
serves.

She is known for her kindness, com-
passion, care, and commitment to stu-
dent access. Bobbi opens the library
doors before school and during lunch to
provide a welcoming place for students
to come and finds unique ways to con-
nect with each individual student in
the school. In doing so, she fosters a
love of learning and an environment of
support that motivates students to
gTow.

It is an honor to represent exemplary
individuals like Bobbi Gagnon in the
United States House of Representa-
tives. Therefore, on behalf of Califor-
nia’s Third Congressional District and
in celebration of National School Li-
brarian Day, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize Bobbi for her tireless efforts and
devotion to the students and families
of the Orangevale-Fair Oaks commu-
nity.

I thank and congratulate her.

HONORING JAMES BERARDI

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor and congratu-
late James Berardi on his retirement
from the Sierra-Plumas Joint Unified
School District earlier this year.

June 9, 2026

Throughout his career in education,
Mr. Berardi was known for his creative
thinking, positive energy, and his com-
mitment to students, families, and
staff. Mr. Berardi had the unique expe-
rience of retiring from the school dis-
trict where he not only worked as a
teacher, principal, and superintendent
but where he was also a student.

Mr. Berardi was born and raised in
Downieville, California, and attended
the 1local high school. After high
school, he joined the U.S. Merchant
Marines and then went on to start his
teaching career at Lindhurst High
School. He then returned to Sierra
County as a teaching principal, later
serving as both the principal and super-
intendent of the Twin Ridges Elemen-
tary School District. He then went on
to serve as the Sierra County super-
intendent of schools while simulta-
neously working as teacher, principal,
and superintendent.

Not only did Mr. Berardi wear many
hats during his career, but he also
navigated through unique challenges,
including the COVID-19 pandemic, and
he developed innovative solutions to
continue to support students in their
academic journeys through these dif-
ficult times.

Deeply valued by his community, Mr.
Berardi is seen as a pillar of inspiration
to his peers, students, and family. On
behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, I am honored to join
the community in celebrating Mr.
James Berardi’s successful career and
service to the communities of the Si-
erra-Plumas Joint Unified School Dis-
trict and to wish him the very best in
his retirement.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

EFFECT OF WASTE AND FRAUD

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. SCHWEIKERT
of Arizona was recognized for 30 min-
utes.)

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, 1
know it has been a long day for every-
one, but I have a couple things to walk
through.

One of the themes we have had the
last couple weeks is waste and fraud. I
thought it would be important to actu-
ally come here and sort of show what
we calculate the math to be, where it
comes from, and then something huge.

Today was also the issuance of the
annual Social Security actuarial re-
port. I have not read the whole thing. I
have just gone to the basic tables. I
promise you I will read it over the next
couple of weeks. I am going to make
some commentary. Some of it is going
to be based on last year’s report, but
we also have the CBO analysis and
some of the outside groups and where
the math doesn’t match.

But I need all of us to grow up and
understand some of the realities out
there. This last weekend, I had the
joy—I am traveling around the State,
running for Governor, because I am
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