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The question before us is not whether
or not we should try to reduce fraud,
but whether or not Congress should
codify into law a process that has bare-
ly begun to operate and whose effec-
tiveness has not been evaluated, espe-
cially as it affects students who are in-
correctly flagged under the bill. It
doesn’t add anything to what is al-
ready being done. It only codifies what
is being done before the program can be
evaluated.

We should not substitute politics for
due diligence. We should wait for that
evaluation. As I said in committee, I
was willing to work in good faith to
improve the legislation. Regrettably,
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle chose not to consider the fixes
needed to support students and colleges
while also addressing the responsibility
to defer fraud.

This bill circumvents deliberative
processes, imposes new punitive re-
quirements before we have the facts,
and risks creating new barriers for stu-
dents seeking an education. We should
pursue smart enforcement, be flexible
when honest mistakes occur, and be in-
formed by evidence rather than as-
sumptions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, fraud has no place in
America. I think we can all agree with
that, at least in word. Unfortunately,
fraud has spiraled out of control and
allowed criminals to steal billions from
American students and taxpayers.

H.R. 7892, No Aid for Ghost Students
Act of 2026, is a powerful opportunity
to put a stop to fraud in our Federal
student aid programs and expand the
dream of higher education for the next
generation of Americans.

While Democrats and the Biden-era
administration allowed fraudsters to
steal from students and taxpayers, Re-
publicans and the Trump administra-
tion are committed to righting that
wrong and ensuring Federal student
aid goes to the people who are meant
to receive it: students.

As lawmakers, it is imperative we do
everything in our power to ensure tax-
payer dollars are spent correctly. That
means stopping fraud and putting an
end to the parade of criminals who
have exploited our Federal student as-
sistance programs. It makes sense to
me.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 7892, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1333,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The
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The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

HONORING LAURA GARZA

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Laura Garza, an immi-
grant leader who has dedicated her ca-
reer to remind us that workers’ rights
are immigrant rights.

Born in Monterrey, Mexico, Laura
Garza has made Chicago, where she has
organized and built coalitions for over
30 years, her home.

From leading organizations like
Arise Chicago and SEIU Local 1, to
founding the SEIU International
Latino Caucus, Laura has fought to up-
lift all workers and their families no
matter their ZIP Code, no matter their
background, or citizenship status.

Her advocacy and leadership helped
realize the Deferred Action For Labor
Enforcement program, delivering tem-
porary protection, stability, and oppor-
tunities for over 1,000 immigrant work-
ers.

As immigrant workers across the
country are under attack, Laura re-
minds us that worker solidarity will, in
fact, protect us.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Illinois’
Third Congressional District, it is my
honor to commend Laura Garza for
blazing trails, leading with inter-
sectional solidarity, and building work-
er power for all of us.

Congratulations, Laura.

———

REMEMBERING THE MASS SHOOT-
ING AT THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. SoTo of Flor-
ida was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it has been
nearly 10 years ago this Friday that
our happy little town of Orlando was
forever changed.

I remember getting text messages at
4 a.m., 5 a.m. on June 12, 2016, and won-
dering what people could possibly be
reaching out to me about that early in
the morning. I received 10, 12, 15 dif-
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ferent texts and calls. I remember wak-
ing up around 4:30 a.m. and realizing
that our world had changed, that our
happy little town of Orlando was the
site of the deadliest mass shooting in
U.S. history at that time.

It was at the Pulse Nightclub, an
LGBTQ nightclub, one that allies and
the LGBTQ community alike got to at-
tend. It was a safe place. It was Latin
night, and what we saw was a domestic
terrorist kill 49 angels who were just
trying to have a good time and hang
out with their friends that night and
enjoy fellowship. Fifty-three other cen-
tral Floridians were injured during
that mass shooting.

We also saw law enforcement and
firefighters step up to help. We know so
many EMTSs, doctors, and nurses helped
those who were injured and saved their
lives. We know that, to this day, it has
left a scar, one that we will always re-
member, along with the families who
lost loved ones, along with friends who
lost loved omnes, and along with our
community who lost our fellow neigh-
bors.

That next day, I remember going to
the blood bank on John Young because
the one in downtown Orlando had so
many people going to it that the line
went around the block and down sev-
eral blocks.

People came out with different
snacks and drinks and food to make
sure that those who were in line to do-
nate blood were able to stay there all
day. I was at the blood bank off of John
Young in our district, and I remember
helping organize the lines.

Everybody wanted to do something,
even as we felt helpless. We all just
wanted to do something that might
help out a little bit during that trag-
edy.

The very next night in front of our
art center, we saw a makeshift memo-
rial begin to take shape with flowers,
posters, and people congregating. Over
those next 2 days, it became the site of
a massive vigil, and people started
coming in from across the Nation
where memorials and well wishes,
cards, and condolences were sent from
areas across both the Nation and the
world.
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We each had artists come in to help
express what had hurt us so much in
that community, and then we had our
final vigil a week later in Lake Eola. I
had never seen that many people in
downtown.

We know it was unnecessary and
deadly gun violence. We know it was an
attack on the LGBTQ+ community. We
know it was an attack on Latin night
during Pride Month.

Over the years, we have tried to me-
morialize both what happened, so we
will never forget those we lost, but also
to talk about how our community re-
sponded and came together during this
tragic time.

I was proud to introduce, in June
2019, 3 years later, the first National
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Pulse Memorial resolution. That very
next year, in the 116th Congress, we
were able to pass H.R. 3094 out of the
House to make it the National Pulse
Memorial, because literally every
State across the Nation mourned and
had vigils from what had transpired on
June 12, 2016.

Unfortunately, during that term, it
didn’t pass. However, the very next
term, during the 117th Congress, we
filed it again, introduced as H.R. 49, to
designate the National Pulse Memo-
rial. Just a few months later, in May
2021, almost 5 years after the attack, it
passed the House. Eventually, we had
Senator ScOTT sponsor it in the Sen-
ate, and President Joe Biden signed it
into law in June 2021.

In December, 2 years later, the city
acquired the land where the Pulse
nightclub sat. We have been through a
long process to help make sure we
could hear from families, hear from
friends, and hear from our community.
Although that was a difficult process,
it was one that I want to applaud the
city for helping lead to get to a final
plan, which we are in the process of
putting together, for a final National
Pulse Memorial. In March of this year,
the building was torn down to create
this space, a memorial honoring the 49
lives lost. The permanent memorial, I
am proud to say, is now about 60 per-
cent complete.

When we were before the Natural Re-
sources Committee, talking about why
this needed to be a national memorial,
I was able to point out that we saw vig-
ils in every State, including the States
of all the Members of the Natural Re-
sources Committee who were on that
panel. Some of our colleagues that I re-
member on the panel were from Utah,
New York, and other States. It was an
amazing moment to show how, in just
about every major city across America,
we saw folks standing in solidarity.

So, today, it is with a heavy heart
and with a sad remembrance that we
mark the approaching 10th anniver-
sary.

Mr. Speaker, I am joined here to-
night by a dear friend, a neighbor, a
young man who had just graduated
from high school a little before the at-
tack. He went to school in our district,
we are proud to say. From an early
age, he took on the issue of gun vio-
lence, served as a student representa-
tive on our school board in Osceola
County, and has continued to play a
big role ever since in gun safety.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. FROST).

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, 10 years
ago today, in my home district, in Or-
lando, a man walked into Pulse night-
club, opened fire, and Kkilled 49 inno-
cent angels.

The pain from that day still hasn’t
subsided in our community. I still feel
the same despair, anger, and fear that
I felt that day, the day this tragedy
happened.

I remember getting the call. I wasn’t
home at the time. I knew the area very
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well because, in high school, I got an
internship to be a techie at a music
venue in downtown Orlando, so I knew
a lot of the people who worked at a lot
of the clubs.

I was in Fort Mpyers, working my
first campaign, when I got the call that
this had happened. I was actually
about to perform with the local sym-
phony there for the first time, but I got
in my car and drove back home.

At the time, Pulse was the deadliest
mass shooting in modern American his-
tory. Since then, there have been over
4,500 more shootings across this Na-
tion. It is 10 years later, and absolutely
nothing has changed. It is still too easy
to acquire a gun.

Congress has failed to pass common-
sense laws, like universal background
checks, or to pass an assault weapons
ban. If you are outraged by hearing
this, you should be. I am outraged that
I have spent about the last 15 years of
my life fighting for gun violence pre-
vention, and we are still in the same
place.

I don’t want to live in a country or in
an America where people can walk into
schools, grocery stores, churches, con-
certs, mnightclubs, and immediately
look for the nearest exit.

I will always remember the first time
I had an elementary school come visit
me here from my district when I first
got into Congress, my first year. I was
really excited. I stayed up really late,
practicing what questions I would ask
them to inspire them to learn more
about government.

One of the questions I asked was: If
you were a Congressperson, what law
would you pass? I was excited to hear
ice cream for dinner, no homework,
and soda in the water fountain.

I picked this little girl. I think she
was 7 or 8 years old. She told me: I
would ban assault weapons so I don’t
get shot in school.

Today, I hold the victims of Pulse
and their loved ones in my heart. Pulse
was more than just a nightclub. It was
a place of joy, community, and belong-
ing for Orlando’s LGBTQ+ community.
On that night, as people gathered for
Latin night, the attack also devastated
Orlando’s Latino community, as well.

We will continue the fight because I
do believe that the best way to honor
their lives is to honor their lives with
action.

I remember when I first got involved
in this, I always had this sticker on my
driver’s license that a lot of young peo-
ple put on their license at this point. It
said that if I die due to gun violence,
politicize my death to make sure it
doesn’t happen to anyone else ever
again.

So, after every shooting, I will al-
ways speak out because true justice is
more than words. It is ensuring that we
do not live in a country where the lead-
ing cause of death for a child is a bul-
let, because that is the reality of the
United States of America in 2026.

We honor their lives. We don’t just
remember how they died, but how they
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lived. We remember the fact that it
was a preventable death and that this
body has done nothing to ensure it
never happens again. There is a lot
more work to do.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my community
in Orlando to continue to speak out
and to keep fighting and remembering,
and we will do the same.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to remember the 49 lives
killed and the 58 people injured in a
hateful mass shooting at Pulse Night-
club ten years ago.

Today, I stand to speak, but I re-
member when I sat on this House floor
for over 24 hours in protest. Ten days
after a shooting that should have
shook Congress awake, Republican
leadership decided to do nothing to
pass gun safety laws.

So instead, I led a sit-in with Con-
gressman John Lewis and our col-
leagues to show the American people
that we do in fact care and hear their
demands for action—not just in re-
sponse to the mass shooting at Pulse,
but for the gun violence that forever
changes lives every single day. Over 120
Americans die every single day due to
gun violence.

Empty thoughts and prayers will
never be enough to end gun violence.

We need true action: Background
checks. Red flag laws. Assault weapons
ban. Accountability for the gun indus-
try with too much blood on its hands.

We also need to disarm hate. Ten
years ago on June 12, the LGBTQ+ and
Latino community in Orlando were
dancing and celebrating Pride. Pride in
who they are. Pride in who they love.
So many lives changed forever that
night because someone was armed with
a semi-automatic rifle.

No one should live in fear of being
shot for celebrating such a beautiful
thing as Pride. We all deserve to live
safely and happily as we are.

——
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THE FUTURE OF APPROPRIATIONS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. KILEY of
California was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.)

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I will say a brief word about the
passage of today’s reconciliation bill.
At a time when Congress is more polar-
ized than ever, today’s vote is likely to
make things worse.

The House is giving away its most
important power—to make appropria-
tions on an annual basis and assure
funds are spent in a way that carries
out the intent of Congress while re-
flecting the will of the American peo-
ple.

This precedent also threatens a last
vestige of bipartisanship in Wash-
ington, turning appropriations into a
party-line exercise.
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