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But the track is only part of Kyle
Busch’s story. Alongside his wife,
Samantha, they started the Bundle of
Joy Fund to advance access to fertility
treatments through care and coverage,
building awareness and providing sup-
port for the many who have struggled
to bring children into the world.

Because of his efforts on the track,
he was able to make an impact on
countless families and couples’ lives by
providing support and to let them
know that they were not alone.

Most importantly, Kyle was a de-
voted husband and a loving father. It
was obvious that above all of his racing
success, all of the trophies that he won,
nothing mattered more to him than his
precious family.

Mr. Speaker, as we continue to show-
er the Busch family with prayer and as
we grieve this loss alongside Kyle’s
wife, Samantha; his children, Brexton
and Lennix; and his entire family, let
us remember that Kyle Busch will for-
ever be a legend.

There are heroes, and there are leg-
ends. Heroes get remembered, but leg-
ends never die. Kyle Busch was a leg-
end behind the wheel. In that sense, he
is immortal.

COMMENDING CHARTER OAK HIGH
SCHOOL CHEER AND STUNT TEAM

(Mr. CISNEROS of California was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to commend the Charter Oak High
School Cheer and STUNT Team for
making history by becoming the first
San Gabriel Valley school to win a CIF
Southern Section STUNT cheer cham-
pionship.

Their hard work and dedication paid
off. They should all be very proud of
themselves for capturing the Division 2
title.

Congratulations to Coach Ashley
Garcia for all the time and energy she
spent training these talented athletes.

An additional shout-out to sopho-
more Juliette Ramirez for being the
top power player and point earner and
to senior Kaelynn Quezada who made a
triumphant return from injury this
season. She came back stronger than
ever and scored 249 points in 265
rounds. I'm not really sure what that
means, but it sounds incredible.

Kaelynn was also named the Valle
Vista League MVP, and that I do know
is incredible.

I congratulate her on that achieve-
ment.

This was a remarkable season capped
by historic victory. I am incredibly
proud of the Charter Oak team, and I
hope they enjoy their major win.

CONGRATULATING EDGEWOOD SOFTBALL TEAM

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to extend my congratulations to
the Edgewood softball team for their
impressive victory in the CIF Southern
Section championship.

Their teamwork, hard work, and de-
votion to the game paid off with this
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success, and they should be so proud of
their achievements.

A special shout-out to junior Alexis
Hurtado for her amazing performance.
She pitched a complete game, played
great defense, and helped guide her
team to victory.

The entire team demonstrated dedi-
cation to athletic excellence and made
our district proud with this impressive
game.

I congratulate them on their accom-
plishment. They earned it through
their hard work and dedication.

I wish them good luck in the CIF
Southern Section playoffs. I will be
rooting for them.

RECOGNIZING PRIDE MONTH

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Pride Month and
celebrate the strength, resilience, and
diversity of the LGBTQI+ community
in California’s 31st District and across
the country.

It was just over a decade ago that the
Supreme Court announced their deci-
sion to affirm marriage equality as the
law of the land. This historic step for-
ward remains a landmark legal victory
for LGBTQI+ Americans in the fight
for equality, but today that fight con-
tinues. There is always more work to
be done to make this country a more
inclusive and welcoming place for all.

This Pride Month is about coming to-
gether as a community to celebrate the
freedom we all deserve because every-
one deserves to love who they love and
to live openly and authentically, with-
out fear of discrimination.

I also want to take a moment to reaf-
firm my commitment to fighting for
trans equality. I will always defend
their right to live as who they are. As
a member of the Congressional Equal-
ity Caucus and an original cosponsor of
the Equality Act, I am proud to cham-
pion their fight for equal justice, equal
dignity, and equal rights.

Happy Pride Month.
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GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Gun Violence
Awareness Month and to honor the
thousands of Americans who lost their
lives to gun violence.

In 2025, gun homicides killed an esti-
mated 15,000 people. This number rep-
resents children taken from their par-
ents, young people with bright futures
stolen from them, beloved community
members and so many families torn
apart by the cruel injustice of an act of
violence permitted by our broken poli-
cies.

I know family and friends who have
lost loved ones due to an act of gun vi-
olence. For them, it is pain that will
live on forever.

Thoughts and prayers are not
enough. It is time for us all to confront
this epidemic head on with long-over-
due gun reform. Commonsense gun
safety laws are not controversial. In
fact, a majority of Americans say it is
far too easy to legally obtain a gun in
this country.
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No one should have to bear the trau-
ma of losing a loved one to a prevent-
able incident of gun violence. I promise
you that I will fight every day to forge
a better tomorrow where everyone is
safe from this unconscionable harm of
gun violence.

——

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF BOB TOMLINSON

(Mr. ScHMIDT of Kansas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of a
devoted public servant, educator, and
proud Kansan, my friend, Bob Tomlin-
son, who passed away in February 2025
at his home in Kansas.

Bob Tomlinson lived a life defined by
service to others. Whether in the class-
room, the Kansas Statehouse, or
around the family dinner table, Bob be-
lieved deeply in showing up for people,
listening carefully, and leaving every
place a little better than he found it.

From an early age, Bob demonstrated
a passion for public service and civic
engagement. In fact, his family recalls
that his first campaign began in junior
high school when he ran for student
council. That sense of responsibility to
contribute, to lead, and to serve never
left him.

As a young man, Bob attended Boys
State, worked with Republican U.S.
Senator Bob Dole and Democratic
State Senator Anthony Hensley, and
built a bipartisan spirit that would be-
come a hallmark of his public life. Bob
understood that public service was
never about headlines or partisanship.
It was about people, especially those
who felt unheard or overlooked.

Bob earned his bachelor’s degree
from the University of Kansas and
later a master’s degree from Baker
University. He went on to spend nearly
two decades working in education,
serving as a social studies teacher and
counselor at the Shawnee Mission
School District alternative education
program at Horizons High School.
Those who knew Bob understood that
he had a special heart for students who
needed extra care, extra patience, and
someone who believed in them when
much of the world often did not.

Bob did not simply teach history. He
taught young people that their lives
mattered and that they could still
shape their own futures.

Bob’s commitment to his community
naturally led him into elected office.
He served on the Roeland Park City
Council before representing Kansas’
24th House District in the Kansas State
House of Representatives from 1993 to
2003. During his decade in the legisla-
ture, Bob earned respect on both sides
of the aisle for his thoughtful ap-
proach, his kindness, and his ability to
build genuine friendships across polit-
ical differences.

He later served as assistant insur-
ance commissioner for the State of
Kansas from 2003 to 2012, continuing a
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career centered on protecting and serv-
ing Kansans.

If you knew Bob, you knew there was
always a joke. There was always a
story. In every situation, he could find
a way to lighten the mood and make
people feel at ease. He never met a
stranger who would not later become a
friend.

Bob loved Kansas deeply. He traveled
to every corner of the State multiple
times during his years in public serv-
ice. He cared about rural communities,
small towns, working families, and the
people whose voices too often went un-
heard. He believed government worked
best when leaders listened first.

However, of all the titles Bob carried,
the title he treasured most was ‘‘fam-
ily man.” Bob and his beloved wife,
Carole, shared 38 years of marriage. To-
gether, they raised two sons, Phillip
and Christopher, and later welcomed a
granddaughter, Audrey, who brought
Bob enormous joy.

Family traditions mattered to Bob.
Every summer, the Tomlinsons would
pack up and travel together to visit
historic sites and State capitals across
America. Thanks to Bob’s love of his-
tory and their travel, his sons can say
they visited 48 State capitals and our
Nation’s Capital here in Washington.
Those trips reflected Bob’s belief that
learning never stops and that the best
memories are made together.

While Bob could discuss history, pub-
lic policy, or baseball with anyone, his
granddaughter, Audrey, may have
known him best for yet another talent
entirely: his unforgettable Donald
Duck impression, which he happily per-
formed for hours just to make her
laugh.

That was Bob Tomlinson. He was ac-
complished but humble, serious about
service but never about himself, a man
whose greatest joy came not from rec-
ognition but from bringing joy to oth-
ers.

On behalf of so many people in Kan-
sas and of this U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I extend my deepest con-
dolences to Carole, Phillip, Chris,
Megan, Audrey, and the entire Tomlin-
son family. May they find comfort in
knowing that Bob’s life made a lasting
difference in the lives of so many oth-
ers. May he rest in peace.

———

HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED
SERVICES FRAUD

(Mrs. SYKES of Ohio was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, the House
Oversight Committee’s Task Force on
Defending Constitutional Rights and
Exposing Institutional Abuses held a
hearing last week focused on allega-
tions of home- and community-based
services in my State of Ohio.

I have some thoughts.

First, fraud is wrong. People mis-
using the system undermines the very
purpose of safety net programs. If tax-
payer dollars are misused, there must
be accountability. Vulnerabilities must
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be fixed, and oversight should be
strengthened. I support that effort.

However, what I do not support is
using allegations of fraud to
mischaracterize an entire program,
promote racist and xenophobic
ideologies, limit the care of our most
vulnerable citizens, or by presenting
only part of the story. Unfortunately,
that is what happened last week.

Before the hearing, my Ohio Demo-
cratic colleagues and I were told we
would have an opportunity to engage
in the hearing as Ohioans and folks
who are closest to the issue, but at the
last minute, we were shut out. That de-
cision cut off a fuller conversation
about both rooting out fraud and pro-
tecting services relied on by more than
122,000 Ohioans.

Home- and community-based services
provide in-home support, including
medication assistance, therapy, meals,
and personal care that allows older
adults and individuals with disabilities
to remain at home rather than in insti-
tutions. This flexibility allows families
to remain close with the added benefit
of lower costs and better health out-
comes. It is one of the many reasons
these programs have long enjoyed bi-
partisan support.

Since the 1980s, Ohio has participated
in these home- and community-based
waiver programs, including the past 15
years under a State government fully
led by Republicans. During that time,
these programs have been designed,
funded, administered, and repeatedly
approved by State and Federal offi-
cials.

As a former State legislator, I served
on the finance committee, and I was
the ranking member for the health and
human services subcommittee that
oversaw the funding and activities to-
ward the home-based and community-
based services and Medicaid as an en-
tire agency.

The move toward home-based serv-
ices were led and championed by Gov-
ernor Kasich, the Republican from
Ohio. A feature of the program was to
move toward agency-based services and
away from independent providers to,
you guessed it, combat fraud and
abuse.

To be clear, Ohio Auditor Keith
Faber, who was a witness at last week’s
hearing, does not currently set Med-
icaid policy, at least not today. How-
ever, as a former State legislator and a
former State senate president, he sup-
ported expanding HCBS and removing
barriers to improve access and reduce
costs.

While not only just that, he nego-
tiated multiple budgets under his lead-
ership, increasing funding for these
programs. However, now, as the State
auditor, he enjoys wide discretion to
audit programs and State agencies.

Why were those oversight concerns
not acted on more aggressively? What
has been going on in the auditor’s of-
fice for the past 72 years if there is so
much fraud, waste, and abuse? Further,
why weren’t there any notable flags in
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the HCBS program in the last State
audit of the Department of Medicaid?

In 2013, Ohio created the Joint Med-
icaid Oversight Committee to strength-
en accountability when the State ex-
panded Medicaid under Republican
Governor John Kasich, but that com-
mittee was dissolved last year by a Re-
publican supermajority in the legisla-
ture and signed by the Republican Gov-
ernor while it was actively reviewing
Medicaid administration, including
contracts with major claim processors.

If wvulnerabilities have existed for
years, Ohioans deserve answers as to
why stronger safeguards were not im-
plemented and enforced for the last 15
years of Republican-led State of Ohio.
Additionally, why was the oversight
committee abolished just in December
of 2025?

During the hearing, we also heard
testimony from an investigative re-
porter of The Daily Wire, whose testi-
mony repeatedly focused on immi-
grants and ethnic communities in ways
that blurred the line between identi-
fying wrongdoing and casting sus-
picions and, quite frankly, racist sus-
picions on entire groups of people.

Fraud should be investigated wher-
ever it exists, but oversight must be
driven by evidence, not rhetoric that
casts doubt and blame on entire com-
munities.

The hearing also featured testimony
from  State Representative Mike
Dovilla, who described oversight fail-
ures and data fragmentation that he
argues persisted for years within Ohio’s
Medicaid system. Again, this is Rep-
resentative Dovilla’s second tour in the
statehouse. Where has he been?

If those conditions are as long-
standing and widespread as described,
then Ohioans deserve to know why
stronger safeguards were not imple-
mented when State leaders, Republican
State leaders, including those who gov-
erned and shaped policy decisions over
the past 15 years, had and still have the
authority to act.

The vast majority of caregivers and
providers are not engaged in fraud.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mrs. SYKES. They are workers and
family members providing essential
care every day to our most vulnerable.

Fraud must be investigated and pros-
ecuted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

The gentlewoman is no longer recog-
nized.

———

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF RO-
TARY CLUB OF FERNANDINA
BEACH, FLORIDA

(Mr. BEAN of Florida was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to take you back 100 years. The
year is 1926. Calvin Coolidge was Presi-
dent. We only had 48 States. Silent
films were all the rage, and Americans
were just beginning to discover the joy
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