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advance of the semiquincentennial, and
rightfully so. The city has immense
history as it relates to the Revolu-
tionary War and the founding of our
Nation.

We should also take the time to look
around locally, for there are many op-
portunities to learn about the funda-
mental components of America’s story,
like what Horn in the West conveys
through drama.

Mr. Speaker, I remain in admiration
of everyone who has played and con-
tinues to play a part in keeping Horn
in the West alive and running since it
first began in 1952.

This outdoor drama kicks off in late
June and runs through July. It is al-
ways well attended and supported by
people from North Carolina and sur-
rounding areas, even by those who may
not be from the area.

I encourage everyone to learn more
about Horn in the West and even con-
sider traveling to Boone to watch it
firsthand. You will not be disappointed.

———

RECOGNIZING KOSOVO
LIBERATION DAY

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Kosovo Liberation
Day.

On this day 27 years ago, the Military
Technical Agreement was signed and
mandated the Yugoslavian and Serbian
forces to retreat from Kosovo.

Under Serbian oppression for over a
year, approximately 13,000 ethnic Alba-
nians were Kkilled. One million
Kosovars were displaced, and around
1,600 people are still missing due to the
violent conflict.

During the Clinton Presidency,
NATO stepped in militarily to aid
Kosovo in repelling its aggressors and
was soon able to claim victory after a
year and a half of systematic ethnic
cleansing, mass expulsions, and vio-
lence against the civilian population.

Although it has been decades since
the conflict ended, Serbia still does not
recognize Kosovo’s autonomy. Further-
more, Serbia has never been held ac-
countable for well-supported allega-
tions of ethnic cleansing and sexual vi-
olence.

Meanwhile, Kosovo’s sovereignty has
been recognized by over 100 countries
worldwide, including the U.S., since its
formal declaration of independence in
2008.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of this body,
during the 250th year of American inde-
pendence, we honor Kosovo’s young de-
mocracy. On this important day,
Kosovo’s values of liberty and justice
resonate with our own Declaration of
Independence.

RECOGNIZING BISHOP WILBERT PRESTON

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, let me
recognize the exceptional contribu-
tions of Bishop Wilbert Preston to the
Fairview, Greenburgh, and White
Plains communities.
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The bishop will be leaving his post as
the spiritual leader for Christ Temple
Church in Fairview later this year.
More will be said about that at another
time. This past weekend, we celebrated
the completion of his tenure as chair of
the Greenburgh Housing Authority
with a celebratory luncheon.

Bishop Preston first joined the hous-
ing authority board 26 years ago. Dur-
ing that time, including exemplary
service as chairman, he fought for the
best interests of those in need of hous-
ing in this urban neighborhood.

Federal housing resources have never
met the demand for housing for the
needy, making it difficult for any local
housing authority to satisfy the need
that they see. Bishop Preston was an
articulate spokesperson for those needs
and understood the necessity to over-
come structural racism and to address
poverty and unemployment as ele-
ments of effective housing strategy.

As he leaves his housing authority
post, from the floor of the United
States House of Representatives, I sa-
lute his moral leadership and manage-
rial skill and his service on the board
of the Greenburgh Housing Authority.

RECOGNIZING PTSD AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize PTSD Awareness
Month.

Post-traumatic stress disorder can
affect anyone, and due to its invisi-
bility, often resulting in getting over-
looked, it isn’t always properly treat-
ed.

It is well-documented that service-
members  disproportionately  suffer
from PTSD, alongside 9/11 survivors
and many others.

The National Center for PTSD esti-
mates that 23 percent of veterans reli-
ant on the VA for care and treatment
have had PTSD at some point in their
lives.

Despite PTSD’s known treatability
and the VA’s efforts to connect af-
fected individuals to the proper re-
sources, the Trump administration
continues to stand in the way of vet-
erans’ well-being.

Since the inauguration of the Presi-
dent, employees have been forced from
the VA in droves, including, of course,
hundreds of dedicated mental health
staff on the frontlines of tackling the
mental health crisis facing our coun-
try’s servicemen and -women.

During this awareness month, I en-
courage this administration to cease
neglecting the needs of our most vul-
nerable servicemen and veterans, to
whom this country owes far more than
empty gratitude, and that we recognize
all who deal with PTSD in their every-
day lives, and we show support for
them.

—————

CELEBRATING FLAG DAY

(Mr. WOMACK of Arkansas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, on Sun-
day, June 14, our Nation will celebrate
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Flag Day. It was on that date in 1777,
by resolution of the Second Conti-
nental Congress, that our Nation
adopted Old Glory as the flag of the
United States. It was, and is, the sin-
gle-most recognizable symbol of the
great American experiment and has en-
dured through our Nation’s greatest
triumphs and its greatest hardships.

From the Revolutionary War to the
World Wars, from the age of space ex-
ploration to the fight for civil rights,
the Stars and Stripes has stood as a
symbol of American courage and re-
solve. It is worn by those who serve
their country in uniform, and it has
been draped over the coffins of those
who sacrificed their lives for what it
represents.

Yet, Congress, the constitutional
body charged with making our Nation’s
laws, does not have the legal authority
to decide how our most sacred symbol,
the flag, should be protected.

We have seen folks burn and dese-
crate the flag, an act that shows deep
contempt for those who know and un-
derstand what this flag symbolizes. But
Congress can take the first step to re-
store its authority and the American
people’s First Amendment right to de-
mand its protection.

That is why I have proposed a con-
stitutional amendment returning to
Congress that power to prohibit the
physical desecration of the American
flag. This issue was once debated, legis-
lated, and settled through the demo-
cratic process, but it has been untouch-
able for nearly four decades following a
decision by the Supreme Court.

That decision overturned laws in 48
out of 50 States that protected our flag
from desecration. If the American peo-
ple remain united in their commitment
to protect our Nation’s flag, Congress
should do its part.

Mr. Speaker, this is a historic year.
It is our Nation’s 250th anniversary. I
can’t think of a better year for Con-
gress to step up in the spirit of self-
governance and make an effort to give
our flag the protection it deserves.

On this Flag Day, I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to re-
flect on what the Stars and Stripes
means to them and to join me in re-
storing Congress’ constitutional au-
thority to protect it in accordance
with the will of the American people.

———
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RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH

(Ms. BROWN of Ohio was recognized to
address the House for 5 minutes.)

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to rise to recognize Juneteenth, a de-
fining moment in our Nation’s history.

On June 19, 1865, Union soldiers ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, carrying
news of liberation. More than 2 years
after the Emancipation Proclamation,
enslaved Black Americans gathered to
finally learn that they were free.

Juneteenth teaches us that freedom
delayed is not freedom denied. For
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Black Americans, unfortunately, free-
dom has never simply been granted.
No, our freedom has been fought for in
courtrooms and classrooms, in church-
es and on picket lines. It has been de-
manded, defended, marched for, and
sacrificed for generation after genera-
tion.

That struggle did not end on
Juneteenth. It continued through the
iron grip of Jim Crow and segregation.
It continued across that bridge in
Selma and through the streets of Bir-
mingham, where children faced
firehoses and police dogs while in pur-
suit of their rights. It continued at the
ballot box through the long fight to se-
cure not just the right to vote but the
right to have that vote count equally
and the right to claim a full and equal
voice in American democracy.

The story of freedom in America is
inseparable from the story of Black po-
litical power. The ability to vote, the
ability to be heard, and the ability to
elect leaders who understand our com-
munities, those rights were not gifts.
They were victories won through sac-
rifice. Today, those victories are under
attack.

As we celebrate Juneteenth and
America’s 250th anniversary, we must
ask a simple question: What does free-
dom mean if Black Americans are
again denied a meaningful voice in this
government?

That question is known well in
Ohio’s 11th Congressional District be-
cause of the leadership of one of my
predecessors, the late Louis Stokes.
Before he became the first Black Mem-
ber of Congress from Ohio and a found-
ing member of the Congressional Black
Caucus, Stokes was fighting against ef-
forts to dilute Black representation in
northeast Ohio.

Louis Stokes understood something
that remains true today: You do not
have to stop someone from voting to
take away their power. You can accom-
plish the same thing by drawing lines
differently.

Lou Stokes spent his life proving
that freedom requires representation
and that democracy requires vigilance.
The battles that he fought and that so
many fought before him were not sup-
posed to be fought again. The ground
that was won through marches and
blood, court cases and passed laws, and
sacrifice and courage was supposed to
be secure.

Yet, here we are. Ideological extrem-
ists on the Supreme Court have again
shattered the very protections that
generations of Americans fought to se-
cure. The same Voting Rights Act that
Lou Stokes helped to defend, the same
law that transformed Black political
participation in America, the same law
that helped ensure communities could
not simply be carved up, divided, and
silenced, that same law has been ripped
to shreds by a Trump-dominated Su-
preme Court.

Every generation inherits the respon-
sibility to protect what previous gen-
erations sacrificed to achieve, and now
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it is our turn. We cannot retreat. We
cannot surrender the gains that were
purchased at such a high cost. We must
defend the equal representation with
the same determination that won it in
the first place.

Mr. Speaker, I will not watch our
rights be taken away—not without a
fight. Juneteenth isn’t just a celebra-
tion. It is a promise, a promise to pro-
tect and preserve the freedom we were
first denied, especially at a time like
this.

RECOGNIZING LAILA EDWARDS

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the pride of northeast Ohio,
Olympic gold medalist Laila Edwards
of Cleveland Heights.

Earlier this year, Laila helped lead
Team USA to their first gold medal
win in women’s hockey, playing in all
seven games and contributing two
goals and six assists. Her performance
inspired fans across our Nation, but
back home in northeast Ohio, we
couldn’t be more proud to call Laila
one of our own.

From learning to skate at the Cleve-
land Heights Community Center to be-
coming the first Black woman to rep-
resent our country in Olympic hockey,
Laila has broken barriers and dem-
onstrated determination without ever
forgetting where she came from.

This weekend, Cleveland Heights will
host a parade in her honor, and I
couldn’t think of a better way to cele-
brate her, as children can now look at
the ice and see new possibilities.

I thank Laila Edwards for rep-
resenting our country with excellence,
lifting up our community with pride,
and inspiring the next generations. I
congratulate Laila on her Olympic
Gold Medal, and I congratulate the
Cleveland Heights community for rais-
ing such a remarkable champion.

RECOGNIZING BILL STEVENS

(Mr. BAUMGARTNER of Washington
was recognized to address the House for
5 minutes.)

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Washington State
University’s Bill Stevens as he retires
after 21 years of excellence, helping to
shape the story of Cougar athletics.

Bill held the title of sports informa-
tion director and senior associate ath-
letic director for strategic communica-
tions, and has officially closed a chap-
ter that spanned five athletic directors,
seven football coaches, and endless
memorable moments in Cougar his-
tory.

Bill served as one of the chief story-
tellers of WSU athletics and helped to
shape how Cougar student athletes and
programs were presented to the world.
He graduated from WSU in 1987 and ar-
rived back in Pullman in 2005 after
spending 9 years with the Sacramento
Kings and 5 years at UC Davis. He later
went on to become one of the most re-
spected communications professionals
in all of college athletics.

Bill was able to quickly adapt to a
fast-changing world of social media
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and evolve WSU communication strat-
egies to what we see today, and some of
the challenges Bill faced during his
time were significant.

Of course, one of Bill’s favorite
memories came in October 2018, when
ESPN’s ‘‘College GameDay’’ finally
came to Pullman after years of antici-
pation, fueled by flying the famous OI’
Crimson flag at every game day across
the country. Bill was heavily involved
in coordinating the media events sur-
rounding this historic event.

Bill’s efforts led to a national show-
case of WSU and were capped by a dra-
matic victory over the University of
Oregon, the fourth consecutive time
that Wash. State University beat the
University of Oregon Ducks in football.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Bill for his dec-
ades of hard work with Cougar ath-
letics. The program wouldn’t be where
it is today without him.

Of course, one of the most memorable
coaches that Bill Stevens helped work
with was the one and only Mike Leach.
When Mike and I taught the insurgent
warfare and football class together, 1
saw firsthand Bill’s incredible work in
communications. That class received a
lot of national media attention, and I
thought Bill did a wonderful job of not
only celebrating the Cougs but allow-
ing Mike Leach to be Mike Leach.

RECOGNIZING SCARLETT KINVILLE

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor one of this year’s
Congressional Award Gold Medal win-
ners, Scarlett Kinville from Spokane,
Washington.

The Congressional Award is a public-
private partnership by Congress to pro-
mote and recognize achievement, ini-
tiative, and service in America’s youth
ages 14 to 23.

Scarlett completed over 400 hours of
public service volunteering as a thera-
peutic riding assistant, 200 hours of
personal development as she managed a
youth social enterprise focused on cof-
fee, and 200 hours of physical fitness by
increasing stamina through her daily
biking routine and a 5-day, 4-night ex-
pedition trip, where she led a team sto-
rytelling expedition to Portland.

Scarlett had this to say about her ex-
perience: ‘‘“The process of gaining the
gold medal was fun. I gained the ability
to manage my time and participate in
meaningful activities in my commu-
nity. I learned important life skills,
such as leadership, teamwork, con-
fidence, and responsibility, and I was
able to help the community in ways I
wouldn’t have strived for otherwise. 1
believe I am more resilient and have
developed a strong determination to
grow and succeed personally and as a
citizen since starting the Congressional
Award process.”

It is an honor to represent young
leaders like Scarlett in Congress. Her
achievement is a testament to her hard
work, her character, and her commit-
ment to serving others.

I congratulate Scarlett on this well-
deserved recognition and look forward
to all she will accomplish in the years
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