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The struggle for voting rights has never 

been easy. From Selma to Montgomery, brave 
Americans shed blood, sweat, and tears to se-
cure the right to vote. They marched, they or-
ganized, and some gave their lives so that fu-
ture generations could participate fully in our 
democracy. 

We owe it to them to continue that fight. 
That is why I will never stop working to re-

store the full protections of the Voting Rights 
Act. It is why we must revise and pass the 
John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act 
without delay. 

Here is what those state legislators need to 
understand: They can draw unfair maps, but 
they cannot silence our voices. 

Come November, we will send a message 
that cannot be ignored—that every voice de-
serves to be heard in our democracy. 

We will not give up. And we will not go 
back. 

f 

HONORING MARY JANE FLORES 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of 
Ohio was recognized for 30 minutes.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to honor the beautiful, 
generous, faithful, and patriotic life of 
Mary Jane Flores. 

A graduate of Newton-Wellesley Hos-
pital School of Nursing, she commis-
sioned in 1959 and served proudly as a 
nurse at Bethesda Naval Hospital here 
in Washington before her honorable 
discharge in 1961. 

While there, she met and cared for 
her future husband, beloved Judge Jo-
seph Flores, a veteran who rose to 
serve as lieutenant commander in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve. He was elected the 
first Hispanic judge in Ohio—I might 
say Toledo, Ohio—and first Hispanic 
elected to both municipal and juvenile 
courts. Their first date was over Mexi-
can food on the evening of John F. 
Kennedy’s inauguration. 

Dedicated to advancing her education 
and career, Mary Jane attended Tole-
do’s St. Vincent’s Hospital School of 
Nurse Anesthesia, becoming certified 
in 1970. 

Her passion for helping others ex-
tended far beyond her profession. She 
traveled annually to the Dominican 
Republic with Midwest Medical Mis-
sion. She was instrumental in estab-
lishing the first mobile migrant health 
clinic in northwestern Ohio and volun-
teered with the Farm Labor Organizing 
Committee’s Summer Health Clinic. 

Lovingly known as Memere, a name 
that began with her first grandchild, 
Memere quickly became what everyone 
called her. 

She was preceded in death by her be-
loved husband, Judge Joseph Flores, 
and is survived by her son, Andre; 
daughters Maria and Judith; three 
grandchildren; her sisters, Nancy and 
Barbara; and many loving nieces, neph-
ews, and dear, forever friends. 

I saw her most recently quietly at-
tending to many senior citizens in 
nursing homes across our region. She 
did it quietly with no public attention, 
but she was always there. 

Mary Jane was a lifelong Catholic 
who not only practiced her faith, but 
she lived it. Her legacy lives on in all 
the thousands of lives she so nobly 
touched, certainly in her own family 
but far beyond that. 

KENNEDY CENTER DECISION 
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, President 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was a World 
War II hero, the only U.S. President 
ever to be awarded the Purple Heart. 

In 1943, his PT–109 patrol boat was 
sunk in the Pacific, struck by a Japa-
nese destroyer. Though wounded in ac-
tion, Kennedy’s athletic prowess al-
lowed him to swim miles in dangerous 
open seas to safety. The physical dam-
age he sustained caused him to be hos-
pitalized and endure severe back pain 
throughout the rest of his life. 

A gifted orator with a precious sense 
of humor, he was elected U.S. Presi-
dent in 1960. 

His sheer eloquence during his inau-
gural address called the people of our 
Nation to highest purpose. He inspired 
and challenged the American people 
and especially our youth to ‘‘ask not 
what your country can do for you—ask 
what you can do for your country.’’ 

Globally, he successfully proposed 
the establishment of the United States 
Peace Corps and called upon Americans 
to voluntarily aspire to higher purpose 
and meet the real world beyond our 
shores. 

A valorous war veteran, he envi-
sioned a higher purpose for our Nation 
as liberty’s champion, to serve human-
ity across the world by building peace-
ful global relationships and to carry 
out practical joint projects for commu-
nity betterment. 

Early on, President Kennedy was 
faced with a chilling nuclear con-
frontation with Soviet Russia. Russian 
naval vessels with nuclear warheads 
were dispatched by Russian dictator 
Nikita Khrushchev and entered the 
Gulf of Mexico, headed toward Cuba, 
which was ruled by a pro-Russian Com-
munist dictator, Fidel Castro. Within 2 
weeks, Kennedy was able to diffuse 
that real threat to U.S. security. That 
was the first standoff in the nuclear 
era. 

He and his gifted wife, Jacqueline 
Kennedy, brought intelligence, ar-
tistry, beauty, history, poetry, music, 
and literary excellence to the White 
House for special occasions. Their part-
nership inspired a nation that sought 
excellence from our leaders at the 
dawn of a new American age. 

His wife, Jacqueline Kennedy, plant-
ed a living, beautiful rose garden on 
the south side of the White House. Re-
cently, that was destroyed by Presi-
dent Trump, who paved it over in con-
crete in favor of a country club-style 
patio. 

JFK, a highly educated man of arts 
and letters, inspired and challenged our 
Nation to aspirational new horizons to 
land a man on the Moon by the end of 
the decade, but Kennedy was assas-
sinated in Dallas, Texas, on November 
22, 1963, by a formerly discharged U.S. 

marine, Lee Harvey Oswald, who de-
fected to the Soviet Union and re-
turned to the United States shortly be-
fore this horrible, horrible incident. 

President Kennedy did not live to see 
that feat on the Moon achieved as the 
Apollo 11 mission succeeded in July 
1969. 

Kennedy’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
book, ‘‘Profiles in Courage,’’ records 
the stories of several U.S. Senators 
who lost their elections and their polit-
ical careers for standing up for their 
principles. All of those he reported on 
lost their next elections because they 
actually stood for something worthy. 

He proposed path-breaking civil 
rights legislation, founded the Peace 
Corps to embrace a struggling world, 
and inspired a new generation of public 
servants who were to follow. 

A man who understood history, JFK 
was determined not to repeat it. His 
soaring rhetoric, coupled with that of 
his elegant, educated wife, Jacqueline, 
worked to restore the White House as a 
center for arts, culture, the environ-
ment, and history. 

b 2110 

This past December 2025, it truly 
came as a shock that the current Presi-
dent of our country forced a hand-
picked board at the John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Center for the Performing 
Arts to approve adding the Trump 
name to precede the Kennedy name at 
this cherished living memorial to our 
valorous, fallen, former President. 

Understandably, the people of our 
Nation immediately called out this 
outrage and backlashed, as did the 
Kennedy family themselves. 

Former Congressman Joe Kennedy, 
III, said: ‘‘The Kennedy Center is a liv-
ing memorial to a fallen President and 
named for President Kennedy by Fed-
eral law. It can no sooner be renamed 
than can someone rename the Lincoln 
Memorial.’’ 

Kerry Kennedy, niece to President 
Kennedy and the daughter of Robert F. 
Kennedy who, too, was tragically as-
sassinated in 1968 as a Presidential can-
didate said: ‘‘President Trump and his 
administration have spent the past 
year repressing free expression, tar-
geting artists, journalists, and come-
dians, and erasing the history of Amer-
icans whose contributions made our 
Nation better and more just.’’ 

Maria Shriver, daughter of President 
Kennedy’s sister Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver said: ‘‘Some things leave you 
speechless and enraged and in a state 
of disbelief.’’ 

Then, the Federal court properly or-
dered President Trump’s name be re-
moved. The rule of law really means 
something. That stopped closure and 
demolition of this living memorial to a 
great veteran and sacrificial, revered 
President. 

This removal must be done by court 
order by close of business this Friday, 
June 12. 

Erasing this stain on the sacrificial 
legacy that inspired this noble cultural 
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institution means it will endure as a 
living center of culture for the Amer-
ican people, not only an edifice for a 
very brave, intelligent, historic Presi-
dent. 

Restoring its proper name, historical 
worth, and its heritage of fine, artistic 
expression across all mediums shall 
proceed as the Kennedy family would 
wish and as history requires. 

Thank you to those who wrote our 
Constitution and placed meaning in the 
rule of law. 

No President, no Member of Con-
gress, can avoid the rule of law. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 254—An act to amend the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 to protect the cul-
tural practices and livelihoods of products of 
Alaska Native handicrafts and marine mam-
mal ivory products, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 12 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 9, 2026, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3745. A letter from the Chairman, Farm 
Credit System Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s annual report for 
calendar year 2025; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

EC–3746. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Legislative Affairs, Department of 
War, transmitting legislative proposals that 
the Department of War requests be enacted 
during the second session of the 119th Con-
gress; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–3747. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Department of War, transmitting leg-
islative proposals that the Department of 
War requests be enacted during the second 
session of the 119th Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–3748. A letter from the President and 
Chairman, Export-Import Bank, transmit-
ting a report on transactions involving U.S. 
exports to South Korea, pursuant to 12 
U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 2 
(as added by Public Law 102-266, Sec. 102); 
(106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3749. A letter from the Chairman and 
President, Export-Import Bank, transmit-
ting a report on transactions involving U.S. 
exports to South Korea, pursuant to 12 
U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 2 
(as added by Public Law 102-266, Sec. 102); 
(106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3750. A letter from the President and 
Chairman, Export-Import Bank, transmit-

ting a report involving U.S. exports to var-
ious countries, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 
635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 2 (as 
added by Public Law 102-266, Sec. 102); (106 
Stat. 95); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3751. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the Fiscal 
Year 2025 Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 
Parts A and B Supplemental Awards Report 
to Congress, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 300ff-13(e); 
July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, Sec. 2603(e) 
(as amended by Public Law 109-415, Sec. 
104(e)); (120 Stat. 2776) and 42 U.S.C. 300ff- 
29a(d); July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVI, Sec. 
2620(d) (as amended by Public Law 109-415, 
Sec. 205(2)); (120 Stat. 2798); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3752. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Report Number: 007176, Determination and 
Certification of Countries That Are Not 
Fully Cooperating with U.S. Anti-Terrorism 
Efforts, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2781(a); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 40A (as added Public Law 
104-132, Sec. 330); (110 Stat. 1258); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3753. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a 
six-month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to Iran that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12170 of November 
14, 1979, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3754. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-51, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–3755. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Report Number: 007300, Report Title: Protec-
tive Services, pursuant to Public Law 118-47, 
Sec. 7034(k)(5); (138 Stat. 788) and Public Law 
118-47, Sec. 7034(k)(5); (138 Stat. 788); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3756. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-42, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–3757. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-40, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–3758. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-0P, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3759. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 0A-26, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(5)(a) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3760. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-0Q, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3761. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-0M, pursuant 
to Section 36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3762. A letter from the Office Manager, 
Office of the District of Columbia Auditor, 
transmitting a report titled, ‘‘Education 
Budget Brief’’, pursuant to Public Law 93- 
198, Sec. 455(d); (87 Stat. 803); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

EC–3763. A letter from the Chair Pro Tem-
pore, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s 
Semiannual Report to Congress prepared by 
the Office of Inspector General, covering the 
six-month period ending March 31, 2026; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

EC–3764. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting 
the Department’s semiannual report, pursu-
ant to Sec. 405(c) of the Inspector General 
Act of 1976; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

EC–3765. A letter from the Director of Ex-
ecutive Services, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, transmitting a notifi-
cation of an action on nomination, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 
151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

EC–3766. A letter from the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Department of Justice, transmitting a 
decision by the Department of Justice to dis-
miss its pending appeal of United States v. 
Aranda, No. 26-5218 (6th Cir.), pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. 530D(a)(1); Public Law 107-273, Sec. 
202(a); (116 Stat. 1771); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC–3767. A letter from the Director, Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States 
Courts, transmitting the Office’s twenty- 
first annual report to Congress on crime vic-
tims’ rights, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 3771 note; 
Public Law 108-405, Sec. 104(a); (118 Stat. 
2265); to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3768. A letter from the Chair, United 
States Sentencing Commission, transmitting 
amendments to the federal sentencing guide-
lines, policy statements, and official com-
mentary, together with the reasons for the 
amendments; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

EC–3769. A letter from the Vice President, 
Government Affairs and Corporate Commu-
nications, National Railroad Passenger Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s 
General and Legislative Annual Report, pur-
suant to 49 U.S.C. 24320(a)(1); Public Law 114- 
94, Sec. 11203(a)(1); (129 Stat. 1630); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3770. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s report entitled, ‘‘Medicare Na-
tional Coverage Determinations for Fiscal 
Year 2025’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
1395ff(f)(7)(A); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title 
XVIII, Sec. 1869(f)(7) (as amended by Public 
Law 106-554, Sec. 1(a)(6)); (114 Stat. 2763A- 
546); jointly to the Committees on Energy 
and Commerce and Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. WOMACK: Committee on Appropria-
tions. H.R. 9170. A bill making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transportation, 
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