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systems to rogue regimes and terrorist
proxies. Its drones have been used by
Russia to strike Ukrainian cities, en-
ergy infrastructure, and civilians. They
have been supplied to Iranian-backed
groups across the Middle East, and
they are part of Iran’s broader strategy
to destabilize the region.

Many of the components found in
these drones are commercially avail-
able dual-use technologies, products
that may have legitimate civilian ap-
plications but can be repurposed for le-
thal military use.

Existing sanctions and export con-
trols are clearly not enough. If Amer-
ican and allied technology is still end-
ing up inside Iranian-made drones,
then we need to identify the gaps,
tighten the enforcement, and work
more closely with our partners to stop
it.

That is exactly what this bill does.

It requires the Departments of Com-
merce, State, and Defense to develop
coordinated strategies and options to
prevent Iran from acquiring U.S. and
allied technologies used in unmanned
aerial systems.

It strengthens interagency coordina-
tion and engagement with our allies to
ensure that we block Iran’s access to
drone technology.

This is not just about Iran. It is
about making sure American innova-
tion is not exploited by our adversaries
to kill innocent people.

Every Iranian drone that reaches
Russia, Hezbollah, the Houthis, or
other malign actors strengthens Amer-
ica’s enemies, and it puts lives at risk.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. KEATING for
introducing this important piece of
legislation, which passed out of the
committee with broad bipartisan sup-
port, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 2505.

Mr. Speaker, I will add this: Iranian
drones are not just a regional threat.
They are a global threat. They are
being used to attack Ukraine, threaten
Israel, empower terrorist proxies, and
undermine international security. The
United States cannot allow American
or allied technology to become the
backbone of Iran’s drone arsenal.

This bill helps to close those gaps. It
is a commonsense, low-cost, high-im-
pact measure to protect U.S. tech-
nology, support our allies, and counter
Iran’s malign activities.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on H.R. 2505.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 28, 2025.
Hon. BRIAN MAST,
Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MAST: I write concerning
H.R. 2505, the Block the Use of Transatlantic
Technology in Iranian Made Drones Act. As
a result of your having consulted with us on
provisions within H.R. 2505 that fall within
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on
Armed Services, I agree to forego any fur-
ther consideration of this resolution so that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

it may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor for consideration.

The Committee on Armed Services takes
this action with our mutual understanding
that by foregoing consideration of H.R. 2505
at this time, we do not waive any jurisdic-
tion over subject matter contained in this or
similar legislation and that our committee
will be appropriately consulted and involved
as this resolution or similar legislation
moves forward so that we may address any
remaining issues in our jurisdiction.

This legislation contains provisions that
may require further modification prior to
final consideration to ensure the support of
the House Committee on Armed Services,
particularly language related to export mat-
ters.

Finally, I ask that a copy of our exchange
of letters on this matter be included by
House Committee on Foreign Affairs in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation, to memorialize our understanding.
Thank you for the cooperative spirit in
which you have worked regarding this mat-
ter and others between our respective com-
mittees.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL D. ROGERS,
Chairman, House Committee on
Armed Services.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, June 8, 2026.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: Thank you for
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 2505, the Block
the Use of Transatlantic Technology in Ira-
nian Made Drones Act, so that the measure
may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on this bill
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation
regarding this legislation and look forward
to continuing to work together as this meas-
ure moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
BRIAN MAST,
Chairman.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2505, the Block the Use of
Transatlantic Technology in Iranian
Made Drones Act.

I thank my colleague from Massachu-
setts, Representative KEATING, for his
leadership in advancing bipartisan ef-
forts to counter Iran’s drone program,
a threat that continues to hound
Ukraine, and now our own forces and
allies in the Middle East.

Since Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, Iran has exported thousands
of Shahed drones to the Russian mili-
tary, fueling attacks on Ukrainian in-
frastructure and civilians.

Now, Iranian drones continue to
threaten and damage critical energy,
military, and civilian infrastructure
across the Middle East.
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Most recently, Iranian drones struck
Kuwait International Airport, heavily
damaging a passenger terminal, Killing
one person, wounding dozens more, and
briefly closing the airfield.

H.R. 2505 closes critical gaps in en-
forcement and aligns our intelligence
and interdiction policies with our na-
tional security interests. I encourage
my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan bill to help ensure that the
United States and European tech-
nologies smuggled by illicit inter-
mediaries don’t fuel Iran’s drone pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, this bill closes a crit-
ical gap in enforcement to ensure that
U.S. and European technologies don’t
fuel Iran’s drone program.

This is a commonsense bill that will
defend civilians and protect our allies
and partners, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 2505,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2505.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

US-JAPAN-ROK TRILATERAL
COOPERATION ACT

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3429) to establish an inter-par-
liamentary dialogue to facilitate closer
cooperation between the United States,
Japan, and the Republic of Korea on
shared interests and values.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H. R. 3429

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “US-Japan-
ROK Trilateral Cooperation Act’.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States should continue to
strengthen trilateral cooperation between
the United States, Japan, and the Republic
of Korea (in this Act referred to as the
“ROK”’) to enhance and implement a shared
vision to meet regional challenges and to
promote a free, open, inclusive, resilient, and
healthy Indo-Pacific region;

(2) the historic Camp David summit on Au-
gust 18, 2023, marked a new era of trilateral
partnership between the United States,
Japan, and the ROK, reaffirming their com-
mitment to align collective efforts for re-
gional security and prosperity;

(3) the Spirit of Camp David, as outlined in
the joint statement, should guide future tri-
lateral cooperation, emphasizing shared val-
ues, strategic alignment, and commitment
to regional peace and stability;
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(4) the United States, Japan, and the ROK
should enhance Trilateral Maritime Security
Cooperation to promote stability and free-
dom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific region;

(5) the United States, Japan, and the ROK
should collaborate on countering foreign in-
formation manipulation and interference to
protect democratic institutions and promote
accurate information sharing;

(6) President Biden’s decision to elevate
the US-Japan-ROK trilateral partnership to
the leaders level was critical to bolstering
cooperation, and all three countries should
work to ensure that the Trilateral Leaders’
Summit continues to take place regularly;

(7) the ambitious framework for ongoing
cooperation laid out by the three leaders at
the historic Camp David summit on August
18, 2023, should continue and be strength-
ened; and

(8) the formation of a regular US-Japan-
ROK Inter-Parliamentary Dialogue will—

(A) sustain and deepen engagement be-
tween senior officials of the three countries
on a full spectrum of issues; and

(B) be modeled on the successful and long-
standing bilateral inter-parliamentary
groups between the United States and other
allied nations.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF US-JAPAN-ROK
INTER-PARLIAMENTARY DIALOGUE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
Congress, shall seek to enter into negotia-
tions with the Governments of Japan and the
ROK with the goal of reaching a written
agreement to establish a US-Japan-ROK
Inter-Parliamentary Dialogue to facilitate
closer cooperation on shared interests and
values.

(b) UNITED STATES GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A?t such time as the gov-
ernments of the United States, Japan, and
ROK enter into a written agreement de-
scribed in subsection (a) to establish a US-
Japan-ROK Inter-Parliamentary Dialogue,
there shall be established a United States
Group, which shall represent the United
States at the US-Japan-ROK Inter-Par-
liamentary Dialogue.

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States Group
shall be comprised of not more than 8 Mem-
bers of Congress.

(B) APPOINTMENT.—Of the Members of Con-
gress appointed to the United States Group
under subparagraph (A)—

(i) two shall be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, from among
Members of the House, not fewer than one of
whom shall be a member of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs;

(ii) two shall be appointed by the House
Minority Leader, from among Members of
the House, not fewer than one of whom shall
be a member of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs;

(iii) two shall be appointed by the Senate
Majority Leader, from among Members of
the Senate, not fewer than one of whom shall
be a member of the Committee on Foreign
Relations; and

(iv) two shall be appointed by the Senate
Minority Leader, from among Members of
the Senate, not fewer than one of whom shall
be a member of the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

(C) TERM.—Appointments to the United
States Group shall be for the duration of two
years.

(3) MEETINGS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States Group
shall seek to meet not less frequently than
annually with representatives and appro-
priate staff of the legislatures of Japan and
the ROK, and representatives and appro-
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priate staff of any other country invited by
mutual agreement of the three countries.

(B) LIMITATION.—A meeting described in
subparagraph (A) may be held—

(i) in the United States;

(ii) in another country during periods when
Congress is not in session; or

(iii) virtually.

(4) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—

(A) ROTATION.—The positions of Chair-
person and Vice Chairperson of the United
States Group shall alternate between the
House and Senate delegations every two
years, coinciding with each new Congress.

(B) HOUSE DELEGATION.—

(i) In Congresses with an odd number, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall designate the Chairperson of the United
States Group from among members of the
House delegation who are also members of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

(ii) In Congresses with an even number, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall designate the Vice Chairperson of the
United States Group from among members of
the House delegation who are also members
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

(C) SENATE DELEGATION.—

(i) In Congresses with an even number, the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall
designate the Chairperson of the United
States Group from among members of the
Senate delegation who are also members of
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

(ii) In Congresses with an odd number, the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall
designate the Vice Chairperson of the United
States Group from among members of the
Senate delegation who are also members of
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

(D) TERM.—The Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson shall serve for the duration one
each Congress.

(6) PRIVATE SOURCES.—The United States
Group may accept gifts or donations of serv-
ices or property, subject to the review and
approval, as appropriate, of the Committee
on Ethics of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Ethics of the Senate.

(6) CERTIFICATION OF EXPENDITURES.—The
certificate of the chairperson of the delega-
tion from the House of Representatives or
the delegation of the Senate of the United
States Group shall be final and conclusive
upon the accounting officers in the auditing
of the accounts of the United States Group.

(7) ANNUAL REPORT.—The United States
Group shall submit to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate a report for each fiscal
year for which an appropriation is made for
the United States Group, which shall include
its expenditures under such appropriation
and a description thereof.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. BERA) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 3429.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3429, the U.S.-Japan-ROK Tri-
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lateral Cooperation Act, introduced by
House Foreign Affairs Committee’s
East Asia and Pacific Subcommittee
Ranking Member AMI BERA to my left.

I have learned during my time as
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee that trust is the ultimate
currency in foreign relations. Allies
come to the United States with many
asks: for arms, for trade, for diplomatic
support, and everything in between.
Sometimes the United States can only
judge these requests based on the trust
that they have or have not built with
the United States of America.

This legislation is about building
that trust with Japan and South
Korea, and doing so with these two
partners could not be more important.
Japan and South Korea are key allies
that are working together to resist ag-
gression from the Chinese Communist
Party and from North Korea to prevent
a Chinese attack on Taiwan, to re-
industrialize, and to decouple our
economies from China in strategic sec-
tors.

This is not about building lopsided
alliances. This is about strengthening
relationships that are good for Amer-
ica.

This bill would cultivate these alli-
ances by establishing a parliamentary
dialogue program between four Mem-
bers from the House and four Members
from the Senate and selected counter-
parts from the Parliaments of Japan
and South Korea. This is about ensur-
ing that our alliance system in the
Indo-Pacific can resist Beijing’s ag-
gression.

With this important legislation, we
will be one step closer to ensuring that
American allies and partners win this
century.

Mr. Speaker, Japan and South Korea
are two of America’s most important
treaty allies in the Indo-Pacific. This
legislation builds upon our long-
standing alliance with these two coun-
tries so we can ensure these relation-
ships can survive the struggles to come
and to deter aggression from the Chi-
nese Communist Party and North
Korea.

Mr. Speaker, I am prepared to close,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3429, the U.S.-Japan-ROK Tri-
lateral Cooperation Act.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
Representatives WILSON, KELLY, CAS-
TRO, SMITH, and the late Honorable
Gerry Connolly, co-chairs of the Korea
and Japan caucuses, for introducing
this bill with me.

Congressman Connolly was a tireless
advocate for America’s alliances and a
strong believer in the power of tri-
lateral cooperation between the United
States, Japan, and the Republic of
Korea. I am proud to see the House
continuing his important work today.

The Indo-Pacific is at the center of
America’s economic and strategic fu-
ture. In the region, the United States
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faces a complex array of challenges, in-
cluding authoritarian aggression, eco-
nomic coercion, and emerging security
threats.

Our ability to address these chal-
lenges requires strong alliances and
close coordination with our partners.

1 1600

The trilateral relationship between
the United States, Japan, and the Re-
public of Korea is one of the most stra-
tegically significant partnerships that
we have.

These are two of our closest allies,
democracies that share our values, in-
terests, and commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific.

The 2023 Camp David Leaders’ Sum-
mit marked a historic step forward in
trilateral cooperation, leading to ex-
panded collaboration on military exer-
cises, ballistic missile defense, cyberse-
curity development, finance, maritime
security, and science and technology.

Strong partnerships need strong in-
stitutions. Since the Camp David sum-
mit, all three countries have experi-
enced changes in executive leadership.
That reality underscores why we must
create mechanisms that ensure tri-
lateral cooperation endures beyond any
single administration.

This is exactly what H.R. 3429 seeks
to accomplish. The bill codifies an an-
nual inter-parliamentarian dialogue
among the United States Congress, Ja-
pan’s National Diet, and South Korea’s
National Assembly. It creates a formal
mechanism for lawmakers from all
three countries to meet regularly and
coordinate on issues including defense,
economic security, public health, and
emerging technologies.

The legislation establishes a bipar-
tisan and bicameral congressional dele-
gation to participate in these discus-
sions, ensuring that congressional en-
gagement remains consistent and sus-
tained over time.

Most importantly, this bill helps in-
stitutionalize trilateral cooperation so
that our partnership continues to grow,
regardless of political transitions in
any of the three countries.

The bill sends a clear message: The
United States is committed to long-
term cooperation with our allies in
Japan and South Korea. It recognizes
that our trilateral partnership is not
simply a response to the current chal-
lenges but a strategic investment in a
more secure, prosperous, and stable
Indo-Pacific.

Mr. Speaker, diplomacy is key to
peace because we are stronger together
with our allies. Whether it is the chal-
lenges posed by North Korea or the
People’s Republic of China, trilateral
cooperation is one of the critical ways
to ensure that America and our two
closest allies in Asia are working hand
in hand toward our common interests
and advancement of peace and pros-
perity in the region. Congressional en-
gagement with Japan and Korea will
sustain long-term support and re-
sources for trilateral cooperation.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this measure. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, Japan and South Korea
are two of America’s most important
treaty allies in the Indo-Pacific. This
legislation builds wupon our long-
standing alliance with these two coun-
tries, so that we can ensure that these
relationships can survive the struggles
to come.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
H.R. 3429, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3429.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2026

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1744) to extend and authorize an-
nual appropriations for the TUnited
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom through fiscal year
2028, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1744

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom Reauthorization Act of 2026°.

SEC. 2. UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON INTER-
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 207(a) of the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6435(a)) is
amended by striking ‘2025 and 2026’ and in-
serting ‘2027 and 2028, and for the period be-
ginning on October 1, 2028, and ending on De-
cember 31, 2028”°.

(b) EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION.—Section
209 of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6436) is amended by
striking ‘‘September 30, 2026’ and inserting
““‘December 31, 2028”°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. BERA) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 1744.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1744, the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom Reau-
thorization Act of 2026.

Congress created this commission,
otherwise known as USCIRF, in 1998
with a clear statutory mandate to
monitor conditions of religious free-
dom around the world and make rec-
ommendations to Congress and to the
President to protect this right.

Since then, Congress has reauthor-
ized the commission’s operations, ap-
propriations, and mandate numerous
times. Under current law, USCIRF ter-
minates on September 30th of this
year. This bill reauthorizes the Com-
mission through December of 2028.

America was founded on the principle
that all human beings are endowed by
our creator with certain unalienable
rights. One of these, the very first laid
out in the Bill of Rights to the Con-
stitution, is the right to freely exercise
one’s religion according to one’s con-
science. Yet, throughout the world, be-
lievers suffer extreme persecution.
Throughout history, tyrants and rad-
ical regimes always target religion
first.

In Nigeria, seemingly every week,
Christians are massacred by radical
Fulani Muslims wielding machetes and
crying: ‘“‘Allahu akbar.” Christians in
China are forced to worship under-
ground. In Nicaragua, the dictatorship
has just forbidden Bibles from being
brought into the country. Christians
across much of the Middle East and
South Asia are relegated to second-
class citizens, harassed and discrimi-
nated against simply for professing
their beliefs.

Even in Europe, nations with free-
dom of religion enshrined in their con-
stitutions, Christians, who hold tradi-
tional biblical views on marriage, gen-
der, and sexuality, have been convicted
under so-called hate speech laws.

It is not only Christians who are per-
secuted globally. The Chinese Com-
munist Party right now is committing
a horrific genocide against Uyghurs.
Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan,
Rohingya Muslims in Burma, Bud-
dhists in Vietnam, and many more face
severe restrictions on their religious
freedom.

USCIRF gives Congress tools to con-
front persecution and protect religious
freedom.

As Vice President VANCE said last
year: Part of this country’s moral lead-
ership ‘‘means recognizing in our for-
eign policy the difference between re-
gimes that respect religious freedom
and those that do not.”

USCIRF is a critical tool to that end.

I thank my colleague, Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey, as well as Mr. SHERMAN of
California, for leading this bipartisan
effort. Mr. SMITH has been leading on
this for many years.

Mr. Speaker, the bill advanced out of
Committee unanimously, and I urge
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