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year, I personally express my gratitude 
to the museum’s president, Barry New-
born; to the vice president, Ehrin 
Ward; the board of trustees; and the en-
tire staff of SAMA for their commit-
ment to sharing the absolute beauty of 
art. 

f 

OPPOSING THE ICE BUDGET BILL 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN of California was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, fami-
lies are struggling to pay for groceries, 
gas, rent, and healthcare. 

What are Republicans doing? They 
are bringing a budget to the floor this 
week to give ICE and Border Patrol an-
other $70 billion blank check—no 
guardrails, no oversight, no account-
ability. 

Not a single dollar in this bill covers 
the cost of living for Americans. Not a 
single dollar makes life more afford-
able for working families. Instead, Re-
publicans are spending billions to 
bankroll Donald Trump’s cruelty and 
corruption. 

At the same time, they are letting 
Trump keep a $1.8 billion slush fund 
that can be used to reward political al-
lies and advance his own agenda. This 
is not fiscal responsibility. This is the 
betrayal of the American people. 

We have already seen where these 
priorities lead. Republicans cut 
healthcare. They cut food assistance 
for children, for seniors, and veterans, 
all while protecting giveaways for the 
wealthy. 

Now they want Americans to pay for 
more masked ICE agents to brutalize 
our communities and violently target 
law-abiding immigrant families. 

Communities across the country are 
demanding accountability. Instead, Re-
publicans are writing another blank 
check. 

House Democrats are fighting to 
lower costs and make Americans lives 
safer, healthier, and more affordable 
while holding this administration ac-
countable. 

Congress should be lowering costs. 
We should be helping working people. 
We should be holding this administra-
tion accountable, and that is why 
House Democrats reject this reckless 
budget. 

FIGHTING BACK AGAINST THE DISMANTLING OF 
THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say I dissent. I strongly dis-
sent. 

I join Justices Elena Kagan, Sonia 
Sotomayor, and Ketanji Brown Jack-
son in their dissent in Louisiana v. 
Callais, a decision that seeks to demol-
ish the Voting Rights Act. 

As Justice Kagan stated: ‘‘the 
Court’s decision will set back the 
foundational right Congress granted of 
racial equality in electoral oppor-
tunity.’’ 

Make no mistake, this is an attack 
on fair representation. Republican-led 
southern States have wasted no time 

to redraw their districts to eliminate 
any Democratic representation. In 
some extreme cases, they have can-
celed elections that already started. 
Just last week, the Supreme Court al-
lowed Alabama to eliminate a whole 
majority Black district, essentially re-
versing its previous opinions. 

Whether you are in a majority Black 
district or not, this impacts all of us. 

Right now, they are targeting Black 
representation in the South, but to-
morrow it could be a blue district in 
any State. This is about fair represen-
tation, and it is about our democracy. 

Justice Sonia Sotomayor stated in 
her dissent, the Court ‘‘debases the 
democratic process’’ and ‘‘corrodes the 
rule of law by rewarding Alabama’s 
gamesmanship and outright defiance of 
Court orders.’’ 

Republicans know they have to rig 
the maps in November to win because 
they cannot run on their failed poli-
cies, policies which have led to high 
gas prices and made life more expen-
sive. 

People shed blood and some died for 
the right to vote for fair representa-
tion. 

We need to come together now to 
fight for our voting rights. Black, 
Latino, Asian American, White, and all 
communities need to unite in one mis-
sion: to protect democracy. 

We must guarantee that every Amer-
ican has an equal voice in our democ-
racy and an equal opportunity to elect 
Representatives who represent their 
constituents’ interests. 

When Democrats regain the House, 
we will work to pass the John R. Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement Act to re-
store voting protections to guarantee 
fairness and equal representation in 
our elections. 

This is about preserving the promise 
of American democracy itself. I call on 
every American to organize, to educate 
your friends, neighbors, and colleagues 
on what is at stake and to vote. 

As we head into November, House 
Democrats will work with the civil 
rights and voting rights advocates, 
legal experts, and grassroots organizers 
to defend American democracy. 

When people come together to fight 
for justice, history shows us that jus-
tice ultimately wins, and Democrats 
will never stop fighting for it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personality toward the Presi-
dent. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MANUEL 
‘‘MANNY’’ DUENAS 

(Mr. MOYLAN of Guam was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of 
Manuel, best known as Manny, Duenas, 
a beloved son of Guam and one of the 
strongest voices our island has ever 
had for its fishing community. 

For decades, Manny was more than 
the president of the Guam Fishermen’s 

Cooperative. To many, he was the face 
of the Hagatna Boat Basin and the 
heart of Guam’s fishing industry. 

Whether greeting fishermen before 
sunrise, helping them load the day’s 
catch, or advocating at public meet-
ings, Manny dedicated his life to pro-
tecting a way of live that has sustained 
our islands for generations. 

He understood that fishing on Guam 
was about far more than commerce. It 
was culture. It was family. It was tra-
dition. It was a connection between our 
people and the ocean that surrounds 
us. 

Manny spent his life defending that 
connection. He championed local fish-
ermen through challenging regula-
tions, economic challenges, and envi-
ronmental concerns. 

He worked tirelessly to ensure that 
Guam’s fishermen had a seat at the 
table and that their voices were heard 
whenever decisions affecting our 
waters were being made. 

But perhaps what made Manny spe-
cial was his belief in stewardship. Long 
before sustainability became a widely 
used term, he was teaching the impor-
tance of protecting our marine re-
sources for future generations. He be-
lieved that preserving our waters and 
preserving our culture went hand in 
hand. 

Those who knew Manny remember 
not only his determination, but also 
his warmth. He welcomed visitors, 
mentored young fishermen, shared sto-
ries, and helped countless people under-
stand the importance of Guam’s fishing 
heritage. 

He was a teacher, an advocate, a 
leader, and a friend. 

Today, Hagatna Boat Basin will feel 
a little quieter. The fishermen who 
worked beside him, the families who 
relied on him, and the community he 
served so faithfully will deeply feel his 
absence. 

Yet, his legacy remains. It remains 
in the stronger fishing community he 
helped build. It remains in generations 
of fisherman he inspired, and it re-
mains in the waters he worked so hard 
to protect for those who will follow. 

On behalf of the people of Guam, I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to 
Manny’s family, friends, and the entire 
Guam fishing community. I thank him 
for a lifetime of service, leadership, 
and dedication to our island. 

May he rest in peace and may his leg-
acy continue to guide future genera-
tions of Guam’s fishermen. 

‘‘Thank you, Manny’’; ‘‘Si Yu’os 
Ma’ase’, Manny.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING FRANK RABON 
Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Master of CHamoru 
Dance Frank Rabon of Guam, who was 
recently named a 2026 National Herit-
age Fellow by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Nation’s highest 
honor in folk and traditional arts. 

For more than 40 years, Frank Rabon 
has dedicated his life to preserving and 
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revitalizing CHamoru dance, chant, 
and cultural traditions across Guam 
and the Mariana Islands. Through his 
leadership, teachings, and choreog-
raphy, he has helped generations of 
CHamorus remain connected to their 
language, heritage, and identity. His 
work has strengthened cultural preser-
vation efforts not only on Guam but 
throughout the CHamoru diaspora and 
across the Pacific region. 

This recognition is a proud moment 
for our island and a testament to the 
importance of preserving indigenous 
traditions for future generations. I 
thank Mr. Frank Rabon for his lifelong 
dedication to the CHamoru people, and 
I congratulate him on this historic 
honor. 

f 

HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANY 
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE DENIALS 

(Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to continue to shed light on the 
egregious practices of our health insur-
ance industry companies that continue 
to deny patients care and rip off the 
American taxpayers. 

I have been practicing medicine now 
for 35 years and have dedicated my life 
to serving others, primarily those in 
rural and underserved areas. American 
medicine is sick. American medicine is 
unaffordable. 

A few months ago, the House Ways 
and Means Committee hosted rep-
resentatives from multiple insurance 
companies to deal with healthcare af-
fordability. During that time, I exposed 
the unconscionable practices of these 
megacorporations that squeeze every 
penny out of patients and physicians 
for their own profit. 

Today, I want to talk about the bad 
actors in Medicare Advantage, a pro-
gram that seeks to prey upon the elder-
ly and those who have health insurance 
issues as they get older, that rely on 
prior authorizations as a way to deny 
care. 

These denials have been up in recent 
years, as have been, amazingly enough, 
insurance company profits. They have 
created barriers to lifesaving care for 
patients. 

In fact, in 2024, Medicare Advantage 
insurers denied over 4 million prior au-
thorization requests. Yet, when ap-
pealed, over 80 percent of those were 
overturned. This was only after pa-
tients and caregivers were forced to 
fight for the care that they deserve. 
Sadly, many give up, and they don’t re-
ceive the care that they need and the 
care that they have paid for. 

I am far from the only physician 
ringing the bell on this travesty. Re-
cent surveys show that 93 percent of 
doctors say that prior authorization 
leads to care delays, and 82 percent say 
that it sometimes causes patient harm. 
Nearly one in three state that delays 
have contributed to a serious adverse 
safety event. 

The current state of prior authoriza-
tion allows insurance companies to 
deny care and pad their profits. 

I commend the Trump administra-
tion for bringing insurance companies 
to the table and forcing them to im-
prove their process. Sadly enough, I 
don’t believe a word that these insur-
ance companies say because they are 
ever increasingly putting profits above 
patients. 

I understand that there are bad ac-
tors and those who overbill the system. 
I truly do. They overorder to drive up 
costs. The response cannot be a regime 
that continues delays and denies care 
for patients who deserve to be healthy. 

Congress must be bold in its action 
to deliver meaningful and lasting solu-
tions to make healthcare work for all 
Americans. 

I am proud to have introduced the 
Medicare Advantage Improvement Act 
with my friend and colleague, Dr. JOHN 
JOYCE. As co-chairs of the GOP Doctors 
Caucus, our unique experience as phy-
sician-legislators gives us perspective 
on how the healthcare system delivers 
and finances care. 

MAIA streamlines Medicare Advan-
tage prior authorization by enabling 
real-time approvals for routine care, 
setting up clear decision guidelines and 
preventing repetitive reauthorization 
denials, denials, denials. It also 
strengthens network adequacy and ac-
cess centers so that seniors can obtain 
the full spectrum of medically nec-
essary care when they need it. 

Healthcare is expensive. We are liv-
ing longer because of wonderful innova-
tions in healthcare. Yet, sadly enough, 
vertical integration and the middlemen 
are destroying the American 
healthcare system. We don’t need to be 
padding the profits of middlemen, be 
they insurance companies, be they 
PBMs, or be they any individuals in 
the middle who are siphoning off prof-
its away from patients and away from 
those who care for patients. 

We need to get back to a system that 
is streamlined, and we need to stop 
paying those who deny patient care. 

f 

STILL WAITING IN CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. KILEY of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, we had an election in California last 
Tuesday. It is now the following Mon-
day, and the State still has millions of 
votes to count. 

How can this be? Nothing like this 
happens in any other State in the 
country or, for that matter, any other 
democratic country in the world. Cali-
fornia’s absurdly slow, glacial vote 
counting has been the subject of broad, 
sweeping bipartisan criticism. 

The Washington Post’s editorial 
board called it a national embarrass-
ment. The New York Times’ editorial 
board said that California’s elections 
are something out of the pre-telegraph 
era. 

How does the State justify this proc-
ess of taking a month to count votes? 
They generally offer two excuses. 

First, they say that California is a 
really big State. The problem with that 
argument is that this doesn’t come as 
a surprise every election that we have 
a lot of people. Maybe you should pre-
pare for that. There are other big 
States in the United States that man-
age to count their votes on election 
night, and there are other, much larger 
countries around the world, like India, 
that manage to count their votes a lot 
more quickly than California does. 

The second excuse you get is that 
California is just trying to make sure 
that every vote is counted and that the 
people have every possible means of 
participating. Throughout my time in 
office, I have supported measures to 
make voting as accessible to folks as 
possible, but that has nothing to do 
with taking a month to count votes. 

As a matter of fact, if you look at the 
nonpartisan Elections Performance 
Index, California ranks 41 out of 50. 
This measures things like the share of 
voter turnout, voter registration, 
transparency, and so forth. California 
not only has the slowest elections. It 
actually tends to perform worse across 
every metric than the rest of the coun-
try does. 

Make no mistake, this is an attempt 
to cloak administrative incompetence 
under a disguise of false civic virtue. 
The consequences for our democracy 
should not be understated. When we 
take weeks and weeks to count votes, 
with the results often changing based 
upon what they were on election night, 
it fosters distrust in the entire process. 

It also creates great instability, as 
people don’t know and the representa-
tives themselves don’t know who will 
be their school board member, county 
supervisor, city councilor, State legis-
lator, or Member of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced, along 
with my colleagues from California 
here in the House, the Election Results 
Accountability Act, which says, very 
simply, that California needs to get its 
act together. California needs to count 
votes in a timely manner and give 
folks results in a timely manner and in 
a way that should be expected of a 
well-functioning democratic society. 

RECOGNIZING SONBOL ALIABADI 
Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor and congratu-
late Sonbol Aliabadi, the longtime ex-
ecutive director for the Sierra College 
Foundation, on her retirement at the 
end of May 2026. 

Throughout her 22-year tenure, 
Sonbol aided the foundation in expand-
ing access and opportunity for Sierra 
College students by mobilizing more 
than $22 million in community support 
funds and awarding nearly $7 million in 
scholarships, as well as by delivering 
on many other major initiatives. 

Sonbol’s contributions reduced bar-
riers, enabling more students to enroll 
and continue their education, and 
strengthened the Sierra College com-
munity. 
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