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water resource management, and the
protection of cultural and natural re-
sources in Central Washington State.

He will be sorely missed by the entire
Yakama community, the Confederated
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Na-
tion, and all those who knew him.

My deepest condolences are with his
family and loved ones during this dif-
ficult time.

——
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL WALNUT
GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, faith, service, and community
came together in a truly powerful way
at Walnut Grove Missionary Baptist
Church in Roanoke Rapids, North
Carolina, where love was not just spo-
ken; it was put into action.

Men on a mission traveled from
across the country, answering the call
to help build a new church home for
the Walnut Grove church family. Vol-
unteers set aside their time not for rec-
ognition but because they believe in
the power of serving others through
Jesus Christ. With skilled hands and
servants’ hearts, these volunteers are
using their talents and Christian faith
to make a lasting difference. When peo-
ple come together with willing hearts,
incredible things happen.

Thanks to Pastor Arrington and
through faith and teamwork, Walnut
Grove’s next chapter is being built one
act of service, one prayer, and one
brick at a time.

———

RECOGNIZING RALPH LAWRENCE
GARDINER

(Mr. STAUBER of Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with tremendous gratitude and
pride to recognize Korean war veteran
Ralph Lawrence Gardiner of Longville,
Minnesota, as he celebrates his 96th
birthday.

Ralph enlisted in the United States
Navy in 1952, answering the call to
serve during a critical moment in our
Nation’s history. He primarily served
aboard the USS Bushnell, out of Key
West, Florida, as a metalsmith, where
he welded and fabricated ships and sub-
marines. His ship played a vital role in
transporting troops to and from Korea,
supporting the brave Americans de-
fending freedom overseas.

During his service, Ralph was award-
ed the Good Conduct Medal and the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, reflect-
ing his exemplary behavior, discipline,
professionalism, and devotion to duty.

Even today, living on his own at 96
years old, Ralph continues to embody
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the strength and dependence and deter-
mination that had defined his life for
decades.

As he reaches this remarkable mile-
stone, we honor not only his longevity,
but also his outstanding service to our
Nation, his dedication to his family
and community, and the legacy he
leaves for future generations.

————

RECOGNIZING NORDONIA HIGH
SCHOOL GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL
TEAM

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Nordonia High
School girls’ flag football team as
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District’s
Champion of the Week.

The Nordonia High School girls’ flag
football team is Ohio’s first girls’ flag
football State champions.

Girls’ flag football only became a
sanctioned sport in Ohio last July, but
even before that, these young women
were working hard to bring the State
championship home.

Nordonia was one of six high schools
that attended the Cleveland Browns in-
augural flag football jubilee event back
in 2021 and have since been fighting for
this sport to become sanctioned and
recognized in Ohio.

I congratulate Head Coach Steve
Holtz, quarterback Hayden Paul, and
all of the players on their well-earned
victory in bringing home the inaugural
championship trophy. Their passion is
laying the groundwork for generations
of young women and girls in sports,
and we are so proud of them.

I often call our district the birth-
place of champions because of basket-
ball greats like LeBron James and
Steph Curry, and now this Nordonia
girls’ flag football team certainly
proves that this legacy continues, no
matter the sport or your gender.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my congratula-
tions to these outstanding student-ath-
letes and commend them on being
named champions of the week.

————

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2027

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
to include extraneous material on H.R.
8646, and that I may include tabular
material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1333 and rule
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XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 8646.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. EVANS) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8646)
making appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies
programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2027, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. EVANS of Colorado in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations, or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HARRIS) and the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. BISHOP) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today to bring before
the House H.R. 8646, the fiscal year 2027
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agency Appropriations bill.

I thank Appropriations Committee
Chairman COLE for his leadership and
quickly moving the fiscal year 2027 ap-
propriations process forward.

I also recognize the ranking member
of the full committee, Ms. DELAURO,
and the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies Subcommittee
ranking member, Mr. BISHOP, for their
work in getting us to this point.

I appreciate the conversations Mr.
BisHOP and I have had, and while we
may not agree on everything in the
bill, I know that we are much closer to
agreement than some of today’s debate
and rhetoric may show.

For fiscal year 2027, the subcommit-
tee’s discretionary allocation is $26.27
billion, a $380 million, or 1.4 percent,
decrease from fiscal year 2026 enacted
levels.

In a setting of $2 trillion deficits,
these modest spending reductions are
necessary.

This legislation reflects a clear, nec-
essary commitment to fiscal responsi-
bility, while ensuring that America’s
farmers, ranchers, and rural commu-
nities remain a top priority and that
all Americans have access to a safe
food and drug supply.

This legislation builds on the suc-
cessful efforts of the Trump adminis-
tration to root out fraud, waste, and
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abuse, shrink the Federal bureaucracy,
and make USDA programs more farmer
friendly.

It sets USDA on a responsible and
sustainable spending path that will
make both the Department and our Na-
tion stronger.

Under President Trump’s and Sec-
retary Rollins’ leadership, every tax-
payer dollar will be spent in the pur-
suit of putting all American farmers
and ranchers first.

I would like to highlight a few areas
where the legislation supports the ad-
ministration’s efforts to refocus the
Department on its core mission by
prioritizing essential functions in a fis-
cally responsible manner.

The bill provides $1.16 billion for the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, or APHIS, to support the De-
partment’s efforts to protect our pro-
ducers from highly pathogenic avian
influenza, New World screwworm, and
other foreign plant and animal dis-
eases.

The legislation continues to invest in
the delivery of farm programs, disaster
assistance, and crop insurance to farm-
ers by prioritizing funding for farmer-
facing functions.

Following the budget request, the
bill moves $50 million of Farm Service
Agency IT funds from FSA to the Of-
fice of the Chief Information Officer to
continue to invest in and implement
USDA’s One Farmer, One File Initia-
tive.

After accounting for this transfer of
funds, no matter what you will hear
from the nay-sayers, the bill actually
increases overall funding for FSA staff,
including for county office staff.

The bill provides important invest-
ments in critical agricultural research
that will keep our producers on the
cutting edge of technology and produc-
tion practices.

We maintain funding for USDA’s
flagship competitive grant program,
the Agriculture and Food Research Ini-
tiative, and protect capacity funding
for our land grant universities to en-
sure our farmers and ag workforce re-
main competitive with China.

This legislation continues to fund
vital rural development programs, in-
cluding critical infrastructure invest-
ments in water and wastewater sys-
tems and housing programs, as well as
increasing the loan authority for the
business and industry and rural elec-
tric programs due to increased demand.
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For the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, the bill provides $3.36 billion in
direct appropriations. With increased
user fees, FDA has a total budget of
$7.1 billion to enable the agency to
keep food, drugs, and medical devices
safe and effective, as well as advance
the Make America Healthy Again ini-
tiatives highlighted in the President’s
budget.

Finally, let me discuss WIC. The bill
provides full funding of $8 billion for
WIC, which is about 3 percent lower
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than last year’s enacted level, but
USDA data clearly shows that WIC par-
ticipation has been declining and is not
projected to be as high as originally es-
timated for fiscal year 2027. USDA also
expects to have sufficient carryover
funds to meet all the program needs, if
necessary.

With lower participation estimates
and increased carryover funding, the $8
billion allocated will fully fund the
program. Let me say it one more time.
Despite what the naysayers will claim,
WIC is fully funded for its needs. No
women or their children will lose or be
denied coverage.

I believe a credible evaluation of this
legislation will conclude that it bal-
ances the funding needs of the USDA,
FDA, and CFTC while being responsible
stewards of our constituents’ hard-
earned tax dollars. As Mr. BISHOP has
said, this is a good faith effort to meet
the moment, and there are critical
things that warrant support.

I am pleased that the bill received bi-
partisan support out of committee, and
we want to keep working with the mi-
nority as we move forward in this proc-
ess.

In closing, I ask for Members’ sup-
port of this legislation. Mr. Chair, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to H.R.
8646. As ranking member of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Sub-
committee, I am deeply disappointed
by this bill because it fails every Amer-
ican who relies on us for safe food and
medicines, resilient farmlands, and
vital rural infrastructure.

The FY 2027 House Agriculture ap-
propriations bill is 4 percent below the
FY26 enacted levels, a cut of $1.1 bil-
lion. It makes substantial reductions
across rural development, farm produc-
tion and conservation, nutrition, and
foreign aid programs.

Most notably, House Republicans are
proposing to drastically reduce fruit
and vegetable benefits for 5 million
low-income women, infants, and chil-
dren in the WIC program. With funding
for WIC below 2026 and rising food
costs, the National WIC Association
says it is quite possible that State
agencies will have to turn away eligi-
ble families for the first time in 30
years.

To my Republican colleagues and the
American people, I ask, does this make
sense? Do we not want fresh and
healthy food for women, infants, and
schoolchildren? Do we want to keep
turning this country back instead of
moving it forward?

While there is an unauthorized war in
Iran, a single week’s spending for the
war could fully fund WIC for almost an
entire year. What is worse, the Depart-
ment of Defense admits that 25 percent
of our servicemembers and military
families do not have access to suffi-
cient quality food to meet their basic
needs.
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The majority is willing to spend bil-
lions of dollars overseas but not willing
to feed the American troops fighting
the war?

This bill not only hurts those strug-
gling to afford to put food on the table,
but it also hurts our farmers. There
were 46 percent more farm bank-
ruptcies in 2025 than the year before,
and the issue is getting worse. USDA’s
own economists expect farm income to
decline by $4.1 billion from 2025 to 2026.

Just as our producers are getting hit
with increased fuel and input costs
from this unauthorized war and chaotic
tariffs, this administration has gutted
the experienced Federal workforce and
shuttered offices when our producers
and rural communities need them the
most.

My colleagues and I across this coun-
try have gotten calls from farmers and
ranchers who tell us that they are
showing up to closed or understaffed
Farm Service Agency, Rural Develop-
ment, and Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service offices. The staff they
have worked with for years are dis-
appearing, and the cuts to staffing in
this bill at those very agencies will
only make it harder for them to get
the support that they need.

House Republicans also cut funding
for water and wastewater grants for
poor rural communities, slashing the
programs by nearly 50 percent. These
are basic human needs, quality-of-life
necessities, and essential drivers for
local job creation. There are still com-
munities in rural areas across this
country that don’t have acceptable
drinking or wastewater services that
need these grants desperately.

This bill slashes rural broadband in-
vestments by 20 percent, rural business
development grants by nearly 30 per-
cent, and rural energy programs by 50
percent.

We cannot shut the door on our rural
communities at a time when we need
to do the opposite: invest in research
at our land-grant universities and in
rural development, preserve our farm-
land and forests, and ensure the safety
of our food, medicine, and medical de-
vices.

This bill is really about everyone.
Everyone eats the food we produce. Ev-
eryone needs safe medicine and clean
water. Everyone relies on affordable
fuel and utilities. Unfortunately, the
bill before us does not meet our coun-
try’s needs.

The bill cuts funding for both the Of-
fice of Inspector General and the Office
of Ethics at USDA, which are respon-
sible for rooting out fraud, waste, and
abuse. It slashes funding for the Office
of Civil Rights. It nearly does away
with the Office of Partnerships and
Public Engagement, which means less
transparency and less accountability
to USDA stakeholders.

I appreciate very much the hard
work of the Appropriations Committee
staff and their ability to work so
quickly after the much-delayed Presi-
dential budget request. On the minor-
ity side, I thank Martha Foley, Marie
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Gualtieri, and Alex Swann. For the ma-
jority, I thank Pam Miller, Elizabeth
Dent, Judd Gardner, Nick Seelinger,
and Sykes Connell.

I also appreciate my colleague, Dr.
HARRIS, very much for agreeing to keep
essential funding for rural housing,
senior food aid, and the McGovern-Dole
food assistance intact. It is simply un-
fortunate, though, that the bill does
not extend the same benefits to nutri-
tion assistance, food security initia-
tives, and USDA operations.

I am very appreciative of the con-
versations that we have been able to
have with Chairman HARRIS and the
hard work with Chairman COLE and
Ranking Member DELAURO in trying to
get to a point where we can do what we
need to do for the American people
through this funding bill.

At this time, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the bill and look forward to
working with both sides to craft a bet-
ter bill for our constituents and the
American people.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair-
man, first, I want to reemphasize that
WIC is fully funded. Given the de-
creased participation rate and fully
funding the reserve, WIC is fully fund-
ed.

Mr. Chair, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), the chairman of
the Appropriations Committee.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chair, I thank my
very good friend, Chairman HARRIS, for
the time.

Today’s fiscal year 2027 Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies Act
recognizes a simple truth: When Amer-
ican agriculture is strong, America is
strong.

This measure puts that principle into
action. The bill before us supports
farmers, ranchers, and rural commu-
nities, and invests in research to keep
the United States competitive. It in-
vests in food safety through important
inspection resources and protects
American agriculture from foreign
pests and diseases. It reinforces an
America First approach by ensuring
policies that favor products produced
right here in the United States.

At every level, the health and well-
being of Americans and our commu-
nities are prioritized. We strengthen
rural development, implement
broadband investments, and reinforce
the integrity of critical food and med-
ical supply chains. We also uphold ac-
cess to nutrition resources by fully
funding SNAP and WIC, as well as in-
creasing resources for child school food
programs.
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Supporting American families also
means protecting the Nation and the
critical resources we depend upon
every day.

It is why the bill further reinforces
key mnational security priorities by
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tightening oversight of foreign pur-
chases of agricultural land and
strengthening FDA oversight of foreign
drug manufacturing facilities.

Safeguarding assets and reducing
vulnerabilities in these critical areas is
significant to defending American re-
sources and reducing strategic vulnera-
bilities.

And just as importantly, it restores
focus and accountability by cutting
wasteful programs, eliminating Biden-
era regulations, and holding every dol-
lar to a higher standard.

From the farm to the dinner table,
this measure puts Americans first by
strengthening agriculture, protecting
public health, and supporting economic
opportunity across the country.

I thank Chairman HARRIS for his
leadership in crafting this bill, and I
appreciate his working partnership
with Ranking Member BISHOP, as well
as the hard work of the majority and
minority staff.

Mr. HARRIS and Mr. BISHOP may be in
different places today, but I have
watched them work through the proc-
ess before and come to common
ground, and I am quite confident that
will happen again.

Frankly, the process in many ways is
just as important as the policy. Having
our second full-year appropriations
measure on the House floor reflects the
commitment to regular order, thought-
ful oversight, and the Article I respon-
sibility entrusted to Congress by the
American people.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of the
FY27 bill.
Mr. BISHOP. Madam Chair, the

chairman has said that spending on
WIC in 2026 was lower than in 2025. I
point out that there was a government
shutdown from October 1, 2025, to No-
vember 12, 2025. In October, faced with
running out of funds, States asked in-
fant formula companies to send out re-
bates faster so they could keep running
their programs. Using the formula re-
bates made the average per-person food
cost in October 2026 $9 lower than in
2025. But if you discount that month,
the average monthly food cost in 2026
was higher than in 2025, not lower. We
will do what we always do, and we will
get the most accurate estimate for con-
ference from the USDA, and we will use
that number.

I yield 6 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO), the
distinguished ranking member of the
full Appropriations Committee.

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Chair, I
thank the ranking member for yield-
ing. I want to begin by commending
Ranking Member BISHOP for his leader-
ship on the Agriculture Subcommittee
and thank him for his efforts on the
legislation. I want to acknowledge the
hard work of Chairman HARRIS on the
committee and also my friend Chair-
man COLE.

Let me also say a thank-you at the
outset to the staff: Martha Foley, Alex
Swann, and Marie Gualtieri on the mi-
nority side; and their counterparts on
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the majority side: Pam Miller, Eliza-
beth Dent, Judd Gardner, Nick
Seelinger, and Sykes Connell, as well,
for all of their work.

I rise in opposition to the bill before
us today. It will raise costs for farmers,
cut aid for families, and reduce crucial
support for rural communities.

In 2025, nearly 7 million women, chil-
dren, and infants received support
through the WIC program. These are
families who are struggling to put food
on the table, who are doing all that
they can to stay afloat while costs for
everything from groceries to gasoline
continues to go up.

WIC is not fully funded. That in-
cludes cuts to the fruit and the vege-
table voucher program. Specifically,
vouchers, again, for fruits and vegeta-
bles have been cut. Denying women, in-
fants, and children full access to nutri-
tious fruits and vegetables is hardly a
way to Make America Healthy Again.

WIC works. Multiple studies have
found that WIC participation reduces
the risk of adverse birth outcomes like
premature birth or low birth weight,
that it lowers infant mortality, and
that it leads to a healthier overall diet
for young children.

But this bill does not allow partici-
pants to recertify or enroll in the pro-
gram remotely by failing to extend this
option beyond the September 30, 2026,
deadline. This is just another cut in
disguise.

This option has been invaluable in
helping more eligible Americans access
their benefits. It has allowed working
people to be able to certify without
having to travel long distances or take
time off from their work.

Virtual recertification is a proven
process. It eliminates barriers to access
for so many people. It allows more effi-
cient use of taxpayer dollars and mak-
ing sure that people can feed their fam-
ilies while maintaining program integ-
rity. The American people deserve pro-
grams that work to support them and
do not impose unnecessary burdens.

This bill also cuts the Food for Peace
program by $300 million. That is about
25 percent. This will take money out of
the pockets of the American farmers
who grow the food that sustains the
program while taking food out of the
mouths of hungry children around the
world who rely on it for their next
meal. This is a lose-lose proposition. It
is both immoral and irresponsible.

More than 2.2 million Americans do
not have access to basic plumbing and
running water in their homes, and this
problem is even worse in rural areas.
Yet, this bill cuts funding for waste
and water development programs in
rural communities by $62 million. In-
stead of solving the problem, this bill
makes it worse, leaving more Ameri-
cans without access to basic necessities
that we should all expect in the United
States.

This bill cuts funding for ReConnect
Broadband by 20 percent, a program
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that is designed to expand internet ac-
cess in rural communities. Broadband
access is not a luxury. It is necessary
to participate in the 21st century econ-
omy.

As I mentioned a moment ago about
hurting farmers and rural commu-
nities, the cuts to rural water and
waste disposal grants are about 4 per-
cent. Rural business development
grants have been cut by 28 percent. The
Rural Energy for America Program, or
the REAP program, has been cut by 50
percent.

And I would just say to my col-
leagues that we have a document here
that gives you a State-by-State impact
of Republican cuts. So it is in black
and white. We are not making up the
numbers.

It drives growth, the programs that
we are talking about. The internet pro-
gram, it drives growth. It connects peo-
ple to job prospects and career train-
ing. It improves access to medical care.
It is crucial at a time when more and
more rural hospitals are closing down
thanks to the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act. It expands educational opportuni-
ties, helping to ensure that every child
is equipped to succeed in the economy
of the future.

This bill also eliminates protections
for small meat and poultry producers.
It is a gift to their larger corporate
competitors, which the American Farm
Bureau, I might add, is opposed to.

It brings back partisan culture war
provisions that have been stripped out
of previous Agriculture-Rural Develop-
ment-FDA bills.

In its current form, this bill raises
costs for American farmers. It takes
food away from hungry families. It
cuts off support for rural communities,
and it loudly bangs the divisive culture
war drums once more.

I want to encourage my colleagues to
oppose this legislation and also encour-
age my Republican colleagues to work
with the Democrats to fix the many se-
rious problems that this piece of legis-
lation contains.
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Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Madam
Chair, I will just remind the Chair that
we actually provide an additional $250
million in business and industry loans
for rural business and industry, and
given that there are 100,000 fewer par-
ticipants in WIC, we fully fund the pro-
gram.

Madam Chair, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
NEWHOUSE).

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Chair, I rise
today in support of the fiscal year 2027
agricultural appropriations legislation
as well as in support of farmers, ranch-
ers, and producers across this Nation.

As a third-generation farmer myself
in central Washington, I know first-
hand the challenges facing farm coun-
try as they produce the food, the fuel,
and the fiber for consumers both here
and around the globe.

In this legislation we provide key
support for international food aid, in-
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cluding the Food for Peace and the
McGovern-Dole Food for Progress pro-
grams, helping to lift developing na-
tions out of poverty while providing ex-
port markets for our farmers right here
at home.

We continue critical investments in
agricultural research, promotional ef-
forts, loan programs for rural commu-
nities, and assistance for specialty crop
producers.

This legislation also ensures that the
Secretary of Agriculture remain a
member of the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United States to pre-
vent the Chinese Communist Party
from purchasing our farmland, which is
a matter of national security.

As we find ourselves nearly $40 tril-
lion in debt, we must rein in spending.
We must get our fiscal house in order,
and we must ensure taxpayer dollars
are spent as efficiently as possible.

Madam Chair, this bill does this. This
is a good bill.

I thank Chairman HARRIS and Chair-
man COLE, as well as Mr. BISHOP and
Ms. DELAURO and the entire committee
staff for their work on making this im-
portant piece of legislation as good as
it gets.

Madam Chair, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. BISHOP. Madam Chair, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ),
who is the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Subcommittee of the
Appropriations Committee and a mem-
ber of the Agriculture Subcommittee.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Chair, I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise today to speak
in strong opposition to this bill. I am a
proud member of the Agriculture Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, but right
now, our Nation’s agricultural econ-
omy is in shambles.

Florida is known as a tourism mecca,
but our number two economic driver is
agriculture.

Our farmers, ranchers, and growers
work tirelessly to put food on our
table. They need real help, and they
need it right now.

On the front end, this President’s il-
legal tariffs body-slammed them, and
then this administration’s botched war
sent fuel and fertilizer costs through
the roof. Markets are now as volatile
as the extreme storms and droughts
they face every year, while this White
House not only ignores the problem,
they make it worse every day.

Clearly, we should be investing in our
hardworking farmers, giving them the
tools and resources they need to keep
our country fed. Instead, this bill con-
sciously chooses to make life even
harder for them by cutting funding for
the Department of Agriculture by more
than $1.1 billion. It cuts staffing for the
Farm Service Agency, which helps
farmers access Federal financial help.
It contains massive giveaways to the
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largest meat and poultry producers,
yet fails to invest in ag research need-
ed to grow more crops faster and more
cheaply.

Madam Chair, do you know who pays
for that?

It is our constituents at their local
grocery store.

This legislation also directly harms
nearly 7 million new mothers, babies,
and children who count on the nutri-
tion program for Women, Infants, and
Children, or WIC, with cuts of $200 mil-
lion.

This bill also continues House Repub-
licans’ endless assault on the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
SNAP, slashing the most effective
antihunger weapon the Federal Gov-
ernment has by $6 billion.

When grocery costs skyrocket, SNAP
puts food on the table for working fam-
ilies, seniors, people with disabilities,
and children. Every dollar cut from
SNAP doesn’t just disappear from a
budget. It shows up in a hungry belly.

Worse still, this bill still continues
America’s withdrawal from the global
stage by decimating international hun-
ger assistance programs, leaving a
massive void that China will gladly
fill. This bill also makes our food and
drug supply less safe, cutting roughly
$60 million in discretionary funding
from the FDA and boosting the chance
that you will bite into your favorite
snack, Madam Chair, and find large
traces of heavy metals.

For example, this bill blocks FDA’s
food traceability rule from going into
effect until 2028, even though ‘‘Con-
sumer Reports’” recently found high
levels of arsenic, lead, and mercury in
baby food, infant formula, bubble tea,
and dark chocolate.

No one should have to question
whether the food they eat is safe, not
in this country, but that is another
anxiety Republicans want to heap onto
our families.

This is a bad bill that does nothing to
help our farmers, new moms, children,
or any of our constituents who are
struggling to make ends meet.

I didn’t come to Congress to make
life worse for hardworking Americans,
so I have no choice but to oppose this
bill, and I urge my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Madam
Chair, I remind the Chair that if you
have over 100,000 fewer WIC recipients,
why would you budget for them?

Madam Chair, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
ALFORD).

Mr. ALFORD. Madam Chair, I thank
Representative HARRIS for his leader-
ship as the subcommittee chair of this
great committee, and our ranking
member, Mr. BISHOP. They are two fine
gentlemen who have shepherded this
bill through. I know it is not perfect
for everyone in the room, but I think it
is a step in the right direction for the
American people.

Madam Chair, I rise today in strong
support of our Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act.
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This is a fiscally responsible bill that

puts our farmers, our ranchers, our
consumers, and rural communities
first.

It strengthens agricultural research,
it protects animal and plant health, it
improves food safety, and it makes
sure that taxpayer dollars, which we
should be concerned about each and
every day here, are put first.

For Missouri’s Fourth Congressional
District, which I have the honor of rep-
resenting, this bill delivers real wins
and real results for them. I was proud
to secure more than $4 million in direct

Federal investments in our commu-
nities.
These are reasonable, responsible,

and rational programs and investments
that will modernize the Cass County
Sheriff’s digital forensics unit. It will
improve water systems in beautiful
Lexington, Missouri. It will build a new
public safety facility in El Dorado
Springs. It will upgrade wastewater in-
frastructure in Higginsville, and it will
modernize 911 services in Morgan Coun-
ty near beautiful Lake of the Ozarks.

This legislation also reinforces na-
tional security by addressing the rising
crisis of foreign ownership of U.S. agri-
cultural land while also strengthening
oversight of critical supply chains.

Most importantly—most impor-
tantly—it supports American pro-
ducers. It supports rural America, and
it advances an America First agenda
that works for all families in America.

Together, we are making American
agriculture great again. I am proud to
be a part of that, and I am proud to be
on the Appropriations Committee.

Madam Chair, I urge all my col-
leagues to get behind this bill. Let’s
move it forward, and let’s put another
notch on our belt to get these appro-
priations bills off the House floor, once
again, and over to the Senate.

Mr. BISHOP. Madam Chair, it is in-
teresting, looking at the State of Mis-
souri from which Mr. ALFORD resides,
they will lose, in terms of wastewater,
$5,567,000 under this bill as compared to
last year. In the Fourth District of
Missouri, he will lose $467,000.

Madam Chair, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Texas (Mrs.
FLETCHER).

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Chair, I
thank Ranking Member BISHOP for
yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise in opposition to
this bill and to object that House Re-
publicans on the Rules Committee
failed to include the amendment that I
offered to increase and decrease fund-
ing for the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service by $10 million to
focus on the threat of New World
screwworm.

Yesterday, we learned that the New
World screwworm has been found in
Texas.

This is something that Texans have
been worrying about and have been
warning Washington about for nearly 2
years. This flesh-eating parasite, pre-
viously eradicated from the United
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States, poses a huge threat to our cat-
tle, and Texas is home to the largest
cattle population in the country. There
are more than 12 million cattle, and it
is a nearly a $15-billion cattle industry.

We have not seen a screwworm out-
break since the 1970s. It cost the
United States hundreds of millions of
dollars and took years to eradicate and
contain.
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An outbreak today will be dev-
astating to U.S. livestock producers
and drive up already high costs for beef
at the grocery stores that all Ameri-
cans will see.

Now, for decades, our country has re-
mained relatively pest-free thanks to
the hard work of the USDA’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service,
which is tasked with eradicating and
keeping dangers like screwworm at
bay.

Last March, though, the Trump ad-
ministration fired more than 15,000
USDA employees, including more than
1,300 staff at the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service, leaving our
farmers and ranchers vulnerable.

Plus, the DOGE team, in their infi-
nite wisdom, eliminated a program to
contain the screwworm in Central
America. This is what happens when
you do not listen to the experts and the
people who know what they are doing.

Congressman VICENTE GONZALEZ, who
represents south Texas, has warned
people in Washington that USDA ex-
perts have told him we need to be pro-
ducing 700 million sterile flies, but the
administration hasn’t listened.

The threat of New World screwworm
is just one consequence of the Trump
administration’s reckless campaign to
eliminate funding for government pro-
grams and research initiatives that our
country invests in and that Americans
rely on. Importantly, this Congress has
utterly failed to do anything about it
and failed to stop it.

Rebuilding our Federal Government’s
capacity to respond swiftly during cri-
sis takes time, and as Texas farmers
and ranchers can tell you, we are wit-
nessing a crisis unfold before our eyes
right now.

Madam Chair, for these reasons and
the many others my colleagues have
identified, I will be voting against this
bill, and I urge my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Madam
Chair, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Chair, just to keep the record
straight, we actually increased funding
for New World screwworm by $4.5 mil-
lion this year. We count on timely
amendments being submitted, but
when you submit something just before
the bill comes to the floor—we will
work with the gentlewoman and we
will work as we go through the process
to address the threat. We have been ad-
dressing it, and we will continue to do
it. But that is the reason why the
amendment was not included.
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With regards to the FDA, the com-
ment was made that somehow we are
decreasing funding to the FDA. Just so
everyone understands, Madam Chair,
there are two sources of funding for the
FDA: discretionary funding and the
funding based on user fees.

When the funding based on user fees
goes way up, we can decrease the dis-
cretionary to keep the level adequate.
Overall funding for the FDA is up $150
million this year. It has not decreased.
Yes, the discretionary part has de-
creased. But we are making the compa-
nies who use the FDA pay the balance,
and I think that is good for the Amer-
ican taxpayer.

However, just to resolve anyone’s
fears, our FDA funding goes up $150
million under this bill.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BISHOP. Madam Chair, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. BYNUM).

Ms. BYNUM. Madam Chair, I can’t
say that I am surprised that my Repub-
lican colleagues want to cut yet an-
other resource to help women and chil-
dren get food.

This bill reduces the fruit and vege-
table benefit for mothers and young
children under WIC, and this goes
against actual science-based evidence
that tells us what families need to stay
healthy.

Cutting these benefits leaves 5.3 mil-
lion moms and Kkids without reliable
access to fresh fruits and vegetables.

But here is the real kicker: The ad-
ministration’s own Make America
Healthy Again report praises WIC’s
success in increasing fruit and vege-
table consumption.

Now, right here on page 34, read
along with me. It says: “WIC has a
proven track record of improving chil-
dren’s health.” It is right there, page
34.

Madam Chair, we know that these
benefits work and these benefits help
parents bring home apples instead of
ultraprocessed snacks, carrots instead
of empty calories, and healthier op-
tions across the board that set children
up for success.

Now, we hear a lot of talk from the
same people who are trying to cut
these benefits about making America
healthier. If they were serious about
that goal, I wouldn’t have to be stand-
ing here right now.

Madam Chair, we should be making
it easier for families to afford healthy
food, not harder.

For this reason, at the appropriate
time, I will offer a motion to recommit
this bill back to committee. If the
House rules permitted, I would have of-
fered this motion with an important
amendment to this bill.

My amendment would restore the cut
this bill makes to the WIC fruit and
vegetable benefits and adjusts them to
keep up with inflation.

I will keep fighting to make sure
that nothing, not inflation and not out-
of-touch Republicans in D.C., get to
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take healthy food away from moms and
kids.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
voting for the motion to recommit.

Madam Chair, I include in the
RECORD the text of my amendment.

Ms. Bynum moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 8646 to the Committee on Appropria-
tions with the following amendment:

Amend the second proviso under the head-
ing ‘‘Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC)” to read as follows: ‘““Provided further,
That the Secretary shall use funds made
available under this heading to maintain the
amount for the cash-value voucher for
women and children participants at an
amount recommended by the National Acad-
emies of Science, Engineering and Medicine
and adjusted for inflation:”’.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Madam
Chair, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Chair, let’s address the nutri-
tion programs as yet once again.

The SNAP participation rate year
over year from February ’25 to Feb-
ruary ’26, that is the last month we
have data from, is down 7 percent.

Thank goodness 7 percent fewer
Americans actually need the food, need
SNAP assistance. So what did we do?
We decreased the budget 6 percent. We
actually didn’t even decrease the budg-
et as much as the participation rate
went down. SNAP is fully funded.

Let’s talk about WIC. February ’25 to
February ’'26—the last month we have
available is February °’26. Year over
year, a decrease of 150,000 people on
WIC. That is about 2.5 percent. That is
exactly what we decreased the budget
by. Why would we budget for people
who don’t exist?

In the setting of a $2 trillion deficit,
why would we put that money in a bill?
We have a reserve, $150 million reserve
in WIC. God forbid that participation
rate goes up because of economic prin-
ciples or maybe more Americans have
children, the money is there. WIC and
SNAP are fully funded for the partici-
pation rate. Anything else you hear is
scary rhetoric.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I am really deeply dis-
appointed in the bill. I am just reflect-
ing on the reductions in this bill for
rural water and waste disposal grants,
44 percent over last year.

If you look at what is happening with
the chairman’s district over in Mary-
land, the State of Maryland will lose
$2.203 million for rural water and waste
disposal grants and in the First Dis-
trict, it is $1.340 million of that.

The losses for rural energy for Amer-
ica and the REAP program are being
cut 50 percent. That is really not doing
right by our people in rural America.
Being able to lower their energy costs,
being able to help our farmers reduce
the costs of their production, particu-
larly at this time with the tremendous
challenges that our farm communities
are facing with costs, it just doesn’t
make sense to me.
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At a time when our farmers are
struggling, our rural communities are
being left behind, and our families all
across America are facing rising costs,
this bill moves us in the wrong direc-
tion. We should be strengthening the
programs that support agriculture, nu-
trition, and rural America, and we
shouldn’t be weakening them.

Mr. Chair, for these reasons, I urge
my colleagues to oppose this bill and to
come together to work toward a meas-
ure that truly meets the needs of
America’s farmers, families, and our
rural communities.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.
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Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair,
let’s review some of the things we have
heard and some of the facts about the
bill.

I will start by saying that when Gal-
lup polls the American public, the
American public thinks that 43 cents
out of every Federal dollar is wasted.
That amounts to 43 percent of the Fed-
eral dollar wasted, in the minds of
Americans. The President was elected
to increase the efficiency of the Fed-
eral Government, realizing that Ameri-
cans think 43 percent of the money is
wasted.

Mr. Chair, this bill reduces the spend-
ing from the enacted level by 1.4 per-
cent.

Now, Americans are probably going
to be disappointed because they think
that we are wasting 43 cents on a dol-
lar, so why are you only cutting it by
1.4 percent? Because we carefully
looked at the programs. We think that
is the start we need to make to deliver
the assistance that our farmers, ranch-
ers, and rural populations need, given
the context that we have to make the
government work more efficiently. We
think that is what this bill does.

Let’s talk about the wastewater.
Again, there are two buckets of what
affect water and wastewater manage-
ment in rural areas: a bucket of grants
and a bucket of loans.

The grants have been decreased
somewhat, but grants make up 10 per-
cent, roughly, of the amount of money
available for wastewater programs in
rural areas.

We maintained a billion dollars of
loan authority for those programs. It
was maintained in the bill. We recog-
nized that these rural communities
need help, and we generously make
loans available to the communities
that could not otherwise find funding
anywhere else.

We talked about the FDA. The FDA
has a $150 million increase when you
count on the fact that what we did is
said if companies using the FDA for li-
censing and approval are paying a user
fee, and those user fees are going up,
the amount collected is going up, we
can decrease the amount that the aver-
age American taxpayer has to throw
into that kitty. That kind of makes
sense.
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I think that is what the American
taxpayer would want. If those drug
companies are making money on li-
censing those drugs, they should pay
more of the cost of licensing the drugs.
That is exactly what happens under
this bill.

We talked about WIC and SNAP. I
will just reemphasize that the partici-
pation rate in both programs goes
down, so we lowered the amount that
we allocate to those programs propor-
tional to the decrease in participation
rates. That is just good accounting for
the American people.

Mr. Chair, this bill achieves a bal-
ance that is not easy with a $2 trillion
deficit, a $40 trillion debt, and an
American public that believes the Fed-
eral Government wastes 43 cents of
every dollar. This achieves the balance
we need to maintain funding to the
programs that are necessary and to
make sure that we deliver for our farm-
ers, ranchers, and rural communities.
Again, we delivered to the nutrition
programs while keeping in mind that
we have to be very good stewards of the
taxpayer dollars because there aren’t
enough of them to go around.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr.
LOUDERMILK). All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8646

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for Ag-
riculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
programs for fiscal year ending September
30, 2027, and for other purposes, namely:

TITLEI
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary, $55,261,000 of which not to exceed
$6,000,000 shall be available for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary, of which
$500,000 shall be for the Office of Seafood; not
to exceed $15,259,000 shall be available for the
Office of Homeland Security; not to exceed
$5,190,000 shall be available for the Office of
Tribal Relations; not to exceed $2,000,000
shall be available for the Office of Partner-
ships and Public Engagement; not to exceed
$18,315,000 shall be available for the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Administration,
of which $17,015,000 shall be available for De-
partmental Administration to provide for
necessary expenses for management support
services to offices of the Department and for
general administration, security, repairs and
alterations, and other miscellaneous supplies
and expenses not otherwise provided for and
necessary for the practical and efficient
work of the Department: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Administration mission area for
salaries and expenses are available to fund
up to one administrative support staff for
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the Office; not to exceed $3,500,000 shall be
available for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations and Inter-
governmental Affairs to carry out the pro-
grams funded by this Act, including pro-
grams involving intergovernmental affairs
and liaison within the executive branch; and
not to exceed $4,997,000 shall be available for
the Office of Communications: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to transfer funds appropriated for
any office of the Office of the Secretary to
any other office of the Office of the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That no appropria-
tion for any office shall be increased or de-
creased by more than 5 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $22,000 of the
amount made available under this paragraph
for the immediate Office of the Secretary
shall be available for official reception and
representation expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, as determined by the Secretary:
Provided further, That the amount made
available under this heading for Depart-
mental Administration shall be reimbursed
from applicable appropriations in this Act
for travel expenses incident to the holding of
hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 551-558: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available
under this heading for the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Congressional Rela-
tions and Intergovernmental Affairs shall be
transferred to agencies of the Department of
Agriculture funded by this Act to maintain
personnel at the agency level: Provided fur-
ther, That no funds made available under
this heading for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations may be
obligated after 30 days from the date of en-
actment of this Act, unless the Secretary
has notified the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress on the allo-
cation of these funds by USDA agency: Pro-
vided further, That during any 30 day notifi-
cation period referenced in section 716 of this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall take
no action to begin implementation of the ac-
tion that is subject to section 716 of this Act
or make any public announcement of such
action in any form.

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Economist, $29,500,000, of which
$10,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative
agreements for policy research under 7
U.S.C. 3155: Provided, That of the amounts
made available under this heading, $500,000
shall be available to carry out section 224 of
subtitle A of the Department of Agriculture
Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6924), as
amended by section 12504 of Public Law 115—
334.

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Hearings and Appeals, $10,203,000.

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, $13,967,000.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Information Officer, $134,913,000, of
which not less than $60,032,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the department.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Financial Officer, $5,813,000.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR

CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Assistant  Secretary for Civil Rights,
$1,309,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Civil
Rights mission area for salaries and expenses
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are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.
OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Civil Rights, $20,000,000.

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For payment of space rental and related
costs pursuant to Public Law 92-313, includ-
ing authorities pursuant to the 1984 delega-
tion of authority from the Administrator of
General Services to the Department of Agri-
culture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs and
activities of the Department which are in-
cluded in this Act, and for alterations and
other actions needed for the Department and
its agencies to consolidate unneeded space
into configurations suitable for release to
the Administrator of General Services, and
for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings

and facilities, and for related costs,
$20,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Department
of Agriculture, to comply with the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601
et seq.) and the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), $1,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That ap-
propriations and funds available herein to
the Department for Hazardous Materials
Management may be transferred to any
agency of the Department for its use in
meeting all requirements pursuant to the
above Acts on Federal and non-Federal
lands.

OFFICE OF SAFETY, SECURITY, AND
PROTECTION

For necessary expenses of the Office of

Safety, Security, and Protection, $19,100,000.
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, including employment pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978
(Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.), $99,975,000,
including such sums as may be necessary for
contracting and other arrangements with
public agencies and private persons pursuant
to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspector General
Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.),
and including not to exceed $125,000 for cer-
tain confidential operational expenses, in-
cluding the payment of informants, to be ex-
pended under the direction of the Inspector
General pursuant to the Inspector General
Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.)
and section 1337 of the Agriculture and Food
Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-98).

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

For necessary expenses of the Office of the

General Counsel, $46,500,000.
OFFICE OF ETHICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Ethics, $4,136,000.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Research, Education,
and Economics, $1,500,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Research, Education, and Econom-
ics mission area for salaries and expenses are
available to fund up to one administrative
support staff for the Office: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading, $500,000 shall be made available
for the Office of the Chief Scientist.

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the Economic

Research Service, $90,612,000.
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, $187,500,000, of
which up to $48,500,000 shall be available
until expended for the Census of Agriculture:
Provided, That amounts made available for
the Census of Agriculture may be used to
conduct Current Industrial Report surveys
subject to 7 U.S.C. 2204g(d) and (f): Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress in writing at least 30
days prior to discontinuing data collection
programs and reports.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Research Service and for acquisition of lands
by donation, exchange, or purchase at a
nominal cost not to exceed $100,000 and with
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress, and for land exchanges where the
lands exchanged shall be of equal value or
shall be equalized by a payment of money to
the grantor which shall not exceed 25 percent
of the total value of the land or interests
transferred out of Federal ownership,
$1,795,813,000, which shall be for the purposes,
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘‘Agricultural Research Service, Sala-
ries and Expenses” in the report accom-
panying this Act: Provided, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available for the op-
eration and maintenance of aircraft and the
purchase of not to exceed one for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant
to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but unless otherwise provided, the
cost of constructing any one building shall
not exceed $500,000, except for headhouses or
greenhouses which shall each be limited to
$1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be con-
structed or improved at a cost not to exceed
$1,100,000 each, and except for four buildings
to be constructed at a cost not to exceed
$5,000,000 each, and the cost of altering any
one building during the fiscal year shall not
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building or $500,000, whichever is
greater: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available for enter-
ing into lease agreements at any Agricul-
tural Research Service location for the con-
struction of a research facility by a non-Fed-
eral entity for use by the Agricultural Re-
search Service and a condition of the lease
shall be that any facility shall be owned, op-
erated, and maintained by the non-Federal
entity and shall be removed upon the expira-
tion or termination of the lease agreement:
Provided further, That the limitations on al-
terations contained in this Act shall not
apply to modernization or replacement of ex-
isting facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder
shall be available for granting easements at
the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center:
Provided further, That the foregoing limita-
tions shall not apply to replacement of build-
ings needed to carry out the Act of April 24,
1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That
appropriations hereunder shall be available
for granting easements at any Agricultural
Research Service location for the construc-
tion of a research facility by a non-Federal
entity for use by, and acceptable to, the Ag-
ricultural Research Service and a condition
of the easements shall be that upon comple-
tion the facility shall be accepted by the
Secretary, subject to the availability of
funds herein, if the Secretary finds that ac-
ceptance of the facility is in the interest of
the United States: Provided further, That
funds may be received from any State, other
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political subdivision, organization, or indi-
vidual for the purpose of establishing or op-
erating any research facility or research
project of the Agricultural Research Service,
as authorized by law: Provided further, That
appropriations hereunder shall be available
for the Experienced Services Program at the
Agricultural Research Service (16 U.S.C.
3851).
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For the acquisition of land, construction,
repair, improvement, extension, alteration,
and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities
as necessary to carry out the agricultural re-
search programs of the Department of Agri-
culture, where mnot otherwise provided,
$18,003,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the purposes, and in the
amounts, specified for this account in the
table titled ‘‘Community Project Funding”’
in the report accompanying this Act.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

For payments to agricultural experiment
stations, for cooperative forestry and other
research, for facilities, and for other ex-
penses, $1,046,500,000, which shall be for the
purposes, in the amounts, and for the periods
of availability specified in the table titled
‘“‘National Institute of Food and Agriculture,
Research and Education Activities’” in the
report accompanying this Act, of which
$5637,5600,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended and of which $7,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2028: Provided,
That each institution eligible to receive
funds under the Evans-Allen program re-
ceives no less than $1,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That funds for education grants for
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serving
institutions be made available to individual
eligible institutions or consortia of eligible
institutions with funds awarded equally to
each of the States of Alaska and Hawaii: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants
for 1890 institutions shall be made available
to institutions eligible to receive funds
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 3222: Provided further,
That not more than 5 percent of the amounts
made available by this or any other Act to
carry out the Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative under 7 U.S.C. 3157 may be re-
tained by the Secretary of Agriculture to
pay administrative costs incurred by the
Secretary in carrying out that authority.

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT

FUND

For the Native American Institutions En-
dowment Fund authorized by Public Law
103-382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to re-
main available until expended.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

For payments to States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas,
and American Samoa, $557,100,000 which shall
be for the purposes, in the amounts, and for
the periods of availability specified in the
table titled ‘‘National Institute of Food and
Agriculture, Extension Activities’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act, of which
$33,600,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That institutions eligible
to receive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 for coop-
erative extension receive no less than
$1,000,000: Provided further, That funds for co-
operative extension under sections 3(b) and
(c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b)
and (c)) and section 208(c) of Public Law 93—
471 shall be available for retirement and em-
ployees’ compensation costs for extension
agents.

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES

For the integrated research,

and extension grants programs,

education,
including
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necessary administrative expenses,
$39,100,000, which shall be for the purposes, in
the amounts, and for the periods of avail-
ability specified in the table titled ‘‘National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, Inte-
grated Activities”” in the report accom-
panying this Act, of which $8,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2028: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, indirect costs shall not be
charged against any Extension Implementa-
tion Program Area grant awarded under the
Crop Protection/Pest Management Program
(7 U.S.C. 7626).
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, $1,200,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams mission area for salaries and expenses
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION
SERVICE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, including
up to $30,000 for representation allowances
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 TU.S.C. 4085),
$1,157,850,000 which shall be for the purposes,
in the amounts, and for the periods of avail-
ability specified in the table titled ‘‘Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service’ in the
report accompanying this Act, of which
$584,177,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended, and of which $8,500,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2028: Provided,
That no funds shall be used to formulate or
administer a brucellosis eradication program
for the current fiscal year that does not re-
quire minimum matching by the States of at
least 40 percent: Provided further, That this
appropriation shall be available for the pur-
chase, replacement, operation, and mainte-
nance of aircraft: Provided further, That in
addition, in emergencies which threaten any
segment of the agricultural production in-
dustry of the United States, the Secretary
may transfer from other appropriations or
funds available to the agencies or corpora-
tions of the Department such sums as may
be deemed necessary, to be available only in
such emergencies for the arrest and eradi-
cation of contagious or infectious disease or
pests of animals, poultry, or plants, and for
expenses in accordance with sections 10411
and 10417 of the Animal Health Protection
Act (7 U.S.C. 8310 and 8316) and sections 431
and 442 of the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C.
7751 and 7772), and any unexpended balances
of funds transferred for such emergency pur-
poses in the preceding fiscal year shall be
merged with such transferred amounts: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary must notify
the Committees on Appropriations about any
transfer of funds in the preceding proviso
within 15 days after such transfer being
made: Provided further, That appropriations
hereunder shall be available pursuant to law
(7 U.S.C. 2250) for the repair and alteration of
leased buildings and improvements, but un-
less otherwise provided the cost of altering
any one building during the fiscal year shall
not exceed 10 percent of the current replace-
ment value of the building.

In fiscal year 2027, the agency is authorized
to collect fees to cover the total costs of pro-
viding technical assistance, goods, or serv-
ices requested by States, other political sub-
divisions, domestic and international organi-
zations, foreign governments, or individuals,
provided that such fees are structured such
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that any entity’s liability for such fees is
reasonably based on the technical assistance,
goods, or services provided to the entity by
the agency, and such fees shall be reim-
bursed to this account, to remain available
until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for providing such assistance, goods, or
services.
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, preventive
maintenance, environmental support, im-
provement, extension, alteration, and pur-
chase of fixed equipment or facilities, as au-
thorized by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of
land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 2268a, $500,000,
to remain available until expended.

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
MARKETING SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Marketing Service, $204,551,000, of which
$5,000,000 shall be available for the purposes
of section 12306 of Public Law 113-79, and of
which $1,000,000 shall be available for the
purposes of section 779 of division A of Public
Law 117-103: Provided, That of the amounts
made available under this heading,
$13,750,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be to carry out section 12513 of
Public Law 115-334, and the Secretary shall
take measures to ensure an equal distribu-
tion of funds between the four regional inno-
vation initiatives: Provided further, That this
appropriation shall be available pursuant to
law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and re-
pair of buildings and improvements, but the
cost of altering any one building during the
fiscal year shall not exceed 10 percent of the
current replacement value of the building.

Fees may be collected for the cost of stand-
ardization activities, as established by regu-
lation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701), ex-
cept for the cost of activities relating to the
development or maintenance of grain stand-
ards under the United States Grain Stand-
ards Act, 7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $62,596,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for administrative expenses: Pro-
vided, That if crop size is understated and/or
other uncontrollable events occur, the agen-
cy may exceed this limitation by up to 10
percent with notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME,
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32)
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds available under section 32 of the Act
of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be
used only for commodity program expenses
as authorized therein, and other related op-
erating expenses, except for: (1) transfers to
the Department of Commerce as authorized
by the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C.
T42a et seq.); (2) transfers otherwise provided
in this Act; and (3) not more than $24,464,000
for formulation and administration of mar-
keting agreements and orders pursuant to
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act
of 1937 and the Agricultural Act of 1961 (Pub-
lic Law 87-128).

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS

For payments to departments of agri-
culture, bureaus and departments of mar-
kets, and similar agencies for marketing ac-
tivities under section 204(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)),
$500,000.

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING
SERVICES EXPENSES

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for inspection and weighing serv-
ices: Provided, That if grain export activities
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require additional supervision and oversight,
or other uncontrollable factors occur, this
limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 per-
cent with notification to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD
SAFETY

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $800,000:
Provided, That funds made available by this
Act to an agency in the Food Safety mission
area for salaries and expenses are available
to fund up to one administrative support
staff for the Office.

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE

For necessary expenses to carry out serv-
ices authorized by the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act, the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act,
including not to exceed $10,000 for represen-
tation allowances and for expenses pursuant
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3,
1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $1,226,000,000; and in addi-
tion, $1,000,000 may be credited to this ac-
count from fees collected for the cost of lab-
oratory accreditation as authorized by sec-
tion 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Pro-
vided, That funds provided for the Public
Health Data Communication Infrastructure
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be
employed during fiscal year 2027 for purposes
dedicated solely to inspections and enforce-
ment related to the Humane Methods of
Slaughter Act (7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided
further, That this appropriation shall be
available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for
the alteration and repair of buildings and
improvements, but the cost of altering any
one building during the fiscal year shall not
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building.

TITLE IT

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM
PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Farm Production and
Conservation, $1,000,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to an agency in
the Farm Production and Conservation mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the Office.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
BUSINESS CENTER
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation Business Center,
$150,598,000: Provided, That $70,740,000 of
amounts appropriated for the current fiscal
year pursuant to section 1241(a) of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3841(a)) shall be transferred to and
merged with this account.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Serv-
ice Agency, $1,105,526,000, of which not less
than $15,000,000 shall be for the hiring of new
employees to fill vacancies and anticipated
vacancies at Farm Service Agency county
offices and farm loan officers and shall be
available until September 30, 2028: Provided,
That the agency shall submit a report by the
end of the fourth quarter of fiscal year 2027
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress that identifies for each
project/investment that is operational (a)
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current performance against key indicators
of customer satisfaction, (b) current per-
formance of service level agreements or
other technical metrics, (¢) current perform-
ance against a pre-established cost baseline,
(d) a detailed breakdown of current and
planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of
whether the investment continues to meet
business needs as intended as well as alter-
natives to the investment: Provided further,
That the Secretary is authorized to use the
services, facilities, and authorities (but not
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to make program payments for all pro-
grams administered by the Agency: Provided
further, That other funds made available to
the Agency for authorized activities may be
advanced to and merged with this account:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, $696,594,000 shall
be made available to county offices, to re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding the preceding
proviso, any funds made available to county
offices in the current fiscal year that the Ad-
ministrator of the Farm Service Agency
deems to exceed or not meet the amount
needed for the county offices may be trans-
ferred to or from the Farm Service Agency
for necessary expenses: Provided further, That
none of the funds available for any depart-
ment or agency in this or any other appro-
priations Acts, including prior year Acts,
shall be used to close Farm Service Agency
county offices: Provided further, That none of
the funds available in this or any other Act,
including prior year Acts, shall be used to
permanently relocate county based employ-
ees that would result in an office with two or
fewer employees without prior notification
and approval of the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress.

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS

For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 5101-5106), $6,500,000: Provided, That
the Secretary of Agriculture may determine
that United States territories and Federally
recognized Indian tribes are ‘‘States’ for the
purposes of Subtitle A of such Act.

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out well-
head or groundwater protection activities
under section 12400 of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2), $8,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses involved in making
indemnity payments to dairy farmers and
manufacturers of dairy products under a
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may
be necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such program is car-
ried out by the Secretary in the same man-
ner as the dairy indemnity program de-
scribed in the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
(Public Law 106-387, 114 Stat. 15649A-12).

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND
PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed farm own-
ership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7
U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisi-
tion loans (256 U.S.C. 5136), boll weevil loans
(7 U.S.C. 1989), and guaranteed conservation
loans (7 U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), to be available
from funds in the Agricultural Credit Insur-
ance Fund, as follows: $4,663,756,000 for guar-
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anteed farm ownership loans and
$1,241,992,000 for farm ownership direct loans;
$2,000,000,000 for unsubsidized guaranteed op-
erating loans and $1,633,000,000 for direct op-
erating loans; emergency loans, $14,388,000;
Indian tribe land acquisition loans,
$20,000,000; guaranteed conservation loans,
$150,000,000; and for boll weevil eradication
program loans, $60,000,000: Provided, That the
Secretary shall deem the pink bollworm to
be a boll weevil for the purpose of boll weevil
eradication program loans.

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans
and grants, including the cost of modifying
loans as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
$1,062,000 for emergency loans, to remain
available until expended; and $30,553,000 for
farm ownership direct loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $326,053,000: Provided,
That of this amount, $305,803,000 shall be paid
to the appropriation for ‘‘Farm Service
Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’.

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Ag-
ricultural Credit Insurance Program Ac-
count for farm ownership, operating, con-
servation, and emergency direct loans and
loan guarantees may be transferred among
these programs: Provided, That the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress are notified at least 15 days in ad-
vance of any transfer.

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Risk Man-
agement Agency, $60,345,000: Provided, That
$1,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act shall be available for
compliance and integrity activities required
under section 516(b)(2)(C) of the Federal Crop
Insurance Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1516(b)(2)(C)),
and shall be in addition to amounts other-
wise provided for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $1,000 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation
expenses, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(i).
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

CONSERVATION OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16
U.S.C. 590a—f), including preparation of con-
servation plans and establishment of meas-
ures to conserve soil and water (including
farm irrigation and land drainage and such
special measures for soil and water manage-
ment as may be necessary to prevent floods
and the siltation of reservoirs and to control
agricultural related pollutants); operation of
conservation plant materials centers; classi-
fication and mapping of soil; dissemination
of information; acquisition of lands, water,
and interests therein for use in the plant ma-
terials program by donation, exchange, or
purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100
pursuant to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7
U.S.C. 2268a); purchase and erection or alter-
ation or improvement of permanent and tem-
porary buildings; and operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft, $800,000,000, which shall be
for the purposes and in the amounts specified
in the table titled ‘‘Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Conservation Operations”
in the report accompanying this Act, to re-
main available until September 30, 2028, of
which $49,005,500 shall for be for the purposes,
and in the amounts specified for this account
in the table titled ‘‘Community Project
Funding” in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided, That appropriations hereunder
shall be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250
for construction and improvement of build-
ings and public improvements at plant mate-
rials centers, except that the cost of alter-
ations and improvements to other buildings
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and other public improvements shall not ex-
ceed $250,000: Provided further, That when
buildings or other structures are erected on
non-Federal land, that the right to use such
land is obtained as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a:
Provided further, That of the total amount
available under this heading, $2,000,000 shall
be for necessary expenses to carry out the
Urban Agriculture and Innovative Produc-
tion Program under section 222 of subtitle A
of title II of the Department of Agriculture
Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6923), as
amended by section 12302 of Public Law 115—
334: Provided further, That for grants pro-
vided through the Urban Agriculture and In-
novative Production Program, grant recipi-
ents shall be subject to a fifty percent cost-
share requirement.
WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION
OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses to carry out pre-
ventive measures, including but not limited
to surveys and investigations, engineering
operations, works of improvement, and
changes in use of land, in accordance with
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009)
and in accordance with the provisions of
laws relating to the activities of the Depart-
ment, $35,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That for funds provided
by this Act or any other prior Act, the limi-
tation regarding the size of the watershed or
subwatershed exceeding two hundred and
fifty thousand acres in which such activities
can be undertaken shall only apply for ac-
tivities undertaken for the primary purpose
of flood prevention (including structural and
land treatment measures): Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading, $10,000,000 shall be allocated to
projects in states that are actively engaged
in corrugated metal pipe pilot projects with
NRCS.

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM

Under the authorities of section 14 of the
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention
Act, $3,000,000 is provided.

CORPORATIONS

The following corporations and agencies
are hereby authorized to make expenditures,
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available to each such corporation or
agency and in accord with law, and to make
contracts and commitments without regard
to fiscal year limitations as provided by sec-
tion 104 of the Government Corporation Con-
trol Act as may be necessary in carrying out
the programs set forth in the budget for the
current fiscal year for such corporation or
agency, except as hereinafter provided.
FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND

For payments as authorized by section 516
of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C.
1516), such sums as may be necessary, to re-
main available until expended.

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the current fiscal year, such sums as
may be necessary to reimburse the Com-
modity Credit Corporation for net realized
losses sustained, but not previously reim-
bursed, pursuant to section 2 of the Act of
August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 713a-11): Provided,
That of the funds available to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation under section 11
of the Commodity Credit Corporation Char-
ter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its
business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for
information resource management activities
of the Foreign Agricultural Service that are
not related to Commodity Credit Corpora-
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tion business: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House and Senate in writ-
ing 15 days prior to the obligation, commit-
ment, or transfer of any emergency funds
from the Commodity Credit Corporation or
the transfer or cancellation of any pre-
viously obligated Commodity Credit Cor-
poration funds: Provided further, That such
written notification shall include a detailed
spend plan for the anticipated uses of such
funds and an expected timeline for program
execution if such obligation, commitment,
transfer, or cancellation exceeds $100,000,000.
HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT
(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES)

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity
Credit Corporation shall not expend more
than $15,000,000 for site investigation and
cleanup expenses, and operations and main-
tenance expenses to comply with the require-
ment of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section
6001 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6961).

TITLE IIT
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Rural Development,
$1,000,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Rural
Development mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the administration and implementation of
Rural Development programs, including ac-
tivities with institutions concerning the de-
velopment and operation of agricultural co-
operatives; and for cooperative agreements;
$270,000,000: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, no less
than $75,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be used for information tech-
nology expenses: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
funds appropriated under this heading may
be used for advertising and promotional ac-
tivities that support Rural Development pro-
grams: Provided further, That in addition to
any other funds appropriated for purposes
authorized by section 502(i) of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(i)), any amounts
collected under such section, as amended by
this Act, will immediately be credited to
this account and will remain available until
expended for such purposes: Provided further,
That of the amount made available under
this heading, $2,000,000, to remain available
until expended, shall be for the Secretary of
Agriculture to carry out a pilot program
that assists rural hospitals to improve long-
term operations and financial health, by pro-
viding technical assistance through analysis
of current hospital management practices.

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE

RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by title V of the Housing Act of
1949, to be available from funds in the rural
housing insurance fund, as follows:
$1,000,000,000 shall be for section 502 direct
loans; $6,000,000 shall be for a Single Family
Housing Relending demonstration program
for Native American Tribes; and
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$25,000,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, shall be for section 502 un-
subsidized guaranteed loans; $25,000,000 for
section 504 housing repair loans; $50,000,000
for section 515 rental housing; $400,000,000 for
section 538 guaranteed multi-family housing
loans; $10,000,000 for credit sales of single
family housing acquired property; $5,000,000
for section 523 self-help housing land devel-
opment loans; $5,000,000 for section 524 site
development loans; and $15,000,000 for section
514 direct farm labor housing loans.

For the cost of direct loans, guaranteed
loans, and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
section 502 direct loans, $132,900,000; Single
Family Housing Relending demonstration

program for Native American Tribes,
$2,6563,000; section 504 housing repair loans,
$4,270,000; repair, rehabilitation, and new

construction of section 515 rental housing,
$16,640,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; section 523 self-help housing land de-
velopment loans, $655,000; section 524 site de-
velopment loans, $471,000; section 514 farm
labor housing loans, $5,057,000, to remain
available until expended; and farm labor
housing grants, as authorized by section 516
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484,
1486), $6,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That to support the loan
program level for section 538 guaranteed
loans made available under this heading the
Secretary may charge or adjust any fees to
cover the projected cost of such loan guaran-
tees pursuant to the provisions of the Credit
Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and
the interest on such loans may not be sub-
sidized: Provided further, That applicants in
communities that have a current rural area
waiver under section 541 of the Housing Act
of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q) shall be treated as
living in a rural area for purposes of section
502 guaranteed loans provided under this
heading: Provided further, That of the
amounts available under this paragraph for
section 502 direct loans, no less than
$5,000,000 shall be available for direct loans
for individuals whose homes will be built
pursuant to a program funded with a mutual
and self-help housing grant authorized by
section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949 until
June 1, 2027: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall implement provisions to provide
incentives to nonprofit organizations and
public housing authorities to facilitate the
acquisition of Rural Housing Service (RHS)
multifamily housing properties by such non-
profit organizations and public housing au-
thorities that commit to keep such prop-
erties in the RHS multifamily housing pro-
gram for a period of time as determined by
the Secretary, with such incentives to in-
clude, but not be limited to, the following:
allow such nonprofit entities and public
housing authorities to earn a Return on In-
vestment on the owner’s initial equity con-
tributions, as defined by the Secretary, in-
vested in the transaction; and allow reim-
bursement of organizational costs associated
with owner’s oversight of asset referred to as
““Asset Management Fee’ of up to $15,000 per
property.

In addition, for the cost of direct loans and
grants, including the cost of modifying
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, $30,000,000, to
remain available until expended, for a dem-
onstration program for the preservation and
revitalization of the sections 514, 515, and 516
multi-family rental housing properties to re-
structure existing USDA multi-family hous-
ing loans, as the Secretary deems appro-
priate, expressly for the purposes of ensuring
the project has sufficient resources to pre-
serve the project for the purpose of providing
safe and affordable housing for low-income
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residents and farm laborers including reduc-
ing or eliminating interest; deferring loan
payments, subordinating, reducing or re-am-
ortizing loan debt; and other financial assist-
ance including advances, payments and in-
centives (including the ability of owners to
obtain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary: Provided, That the
Secretary shall, as part of the preservation
and revitalization agreement, obtain a re-
strictive use agreement consistent with the
terms of the restructuring.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be
paid to the appropriation for ‘“‘Rural Devel-
opment, Salaries and Expenses’’.

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For rental assistance agreements entered
into or renewed pursuant to the authority
under section 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of
1949 or agreements entered into in lieu of
debt forgiveness or payments for eligible
households as authorized by section
502(c)(6)(D) of the Housing Act of 1949,
$1,795,000,000, and in addition such sums as
may be necessary, as authorized by section
521(c) of the Act, to liquidate debt incurred
prior to fiscal year 1992 to carry out the rent-
al assistance program under section 521(a)(2)
of the Act: Provided, That amounts made
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for renewal of rental assistance agree-
ments for a maximum of 5,000 units where
the Secretary determines that a maturing
loan for a project cannot reasonably be re-
structured with another USDA loan or modi-
fication and the project was operating with
rental assistance under section 521 of the
Housing Act of 1949: Provided further, That
the Secretary may enter into rental assist-
ance contracts in maturing properties with
existing rental assistance agreements not-
withstanding any provision of section 521 of
the Housing Act of 1949, for a term of at least
10 years but not more than 20 years: Provided
further, That any agreement to enter into a
rental assistance contract under section 521
of the Housing Act of 1949 for a maturing
property shall obligate the owner to con-
tinue to maintain the project as decent, safe,
and sanitary housing and to operate the de-
velopment in accordance with the Housing
Act of 1949, except that rents shall be based
on current Fair Market Rents as established
by the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart A,
42 U.S.C. 1437f and 3535d, to determine the
maximum initial rent and adjusted annually
by the Operating Cost Adjustment Factor
pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart B, unless the
Agency determines that the project’s budget-
based needs require a higher rent, in which
case the Agency may approve a budget-based
rent level: Provided further, That rental as-
sistance agreements entered into or renewed
during the current fiscal year shall be funded
for a one year period: Provided further, That
upon request by an owner under section 514
or 515 of the Act, the Secretary may renew
the rental assistance agreement for a period
of 20 years or until the term of such loan has
expired, subject to annual appropriations:
Provided further, That any unexpended bal-
ances remaining at the end of such one-year
agreements may be transferred and used for
purposes of any debt reduction, mainte-
nance, repair, or rehabilitation of any exist-
ing projects; preservation; and rental assist-
ance activities authorized under title V of
the Act: Provided further, That rental assist-
ance provided under agreements entered into
prior to fiscal year 2027 for a farm labor
multi-family housing project financed under
section 514 or 516 of the Act may not be re-
captured for use in another project until
such assistance has remained unused for a
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period of twelve consecutive months, if such
project has a waiting list of tenants seeking
such assistance or the project has rental as-
sistance eligible tenants who are not receiv-
ing such assistance: Provided further, That
such recaptured rental assistance shall, to
the extent practicable, be applied to another
farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act:
Provided further, That except as provided in
the seventh proviso under this heading and
notwithstanding any other provision of the
Act, the Secretary may recapture rental as-
sistance provided under agreements entered
into prior to fiscal year 2027 for a project
that the Secretary determines no longer
needs rental assistance and use such recap-
tured funds for current needs.

RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER ACCOUNT

For the rural housing voucher program as
authorized under section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949, but notwithstanding subsection
(b) of such section, $48,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That the
funds made available under this heading
shall be available for rural housing vouchers
to any low-income household (including
those not receiving rental assistance) resid-
ing in a property financed with a section 515
loan which has been prepaid or otherwise
paid off after September 30, 2005, and is not
receiving stand-alone section 521 rental as-
sistance: Provided further, That the amount
of such voucher shall be the difference be-
tween comparable market rent for the sec-
tion 515 unit and the tenant paid rent for
such unit: Provided further, That funds made
available for such vouchers shall be subject
to the availability of annual appropriations:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, administer
such vouchers with current regulations and
administrative guidance applicable to sec-
tion 8 housing vouchers administered by the
Secretary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development: Provided further, That in
addition to any other available funds, the
Secretary may expend not more than
$1,000,000 total, from the program funds made
available under this heading, for administra-
tive expenses for activities funded under this
heading.

MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS

For grants and contracts pursuant to sec-
tion 523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1490c), $25,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For grants for very low-income housing re-
pair and rural housing preservation made by
the Rural Housing Service, as authorized by
42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $26,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $1,250,000,000 for di-
rect loans and $650,000,000 for guaranteed
loans.

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural
community facilities programs as authorized
by section 306 and described in section
381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $422,980,252 to re-
main available until expended, of which
$398,527,252 shall be for the purposes, and in
the amounts, specified for this account in
the table titled ‘“‘Community Project Fund-
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ing” in the report accompanying this Act:
Provided, That $5,000,000 of the amount ap-
propriated under this heading shall be avail-
able for a Rural Community Development
Initiative: Provided further, That such funds
shall be used solely to develop the capacity
and ability of private, nonprofit community-
based housing and community development
organizations, low-income rural commu-
nities, and Federally Recognized Native
American Tribes to undertake projects to
improve housing, community facilities, com-
munity and economic development projects
in rural areas: Provided further, That such
funds shall be made available to qualified
private, nonprofit and public intermediary
organizations proposing to carry out a pro-
gram of financial and technical assistance:
Provided further, That such intermediary or-
ganizations shall provide matching funds
from other sources, including Federal funds
for related activities, in an amount not less
than funds provided: Provided further, That
any unobligated balances from prior year ap-
propriations under this heading for the cost
of direct loans, loan guarantees and grants,
including amounts deobligated or cancelled,
may be made available to cover the subsidy
costs for direct loans and or loan guarantees
under this heading in this fiscal year: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be made
available pursuant to the preceding proviso
from amounts that were designated by the
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985 or that
were specified in the tables titled ‘‘Commu-
nity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’ in the explanatory state-
ments accompanying prior year Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Acts, as described in section 4 in the
matter preceding division A of such Acts:
Provided further, That no amounts may be
made available pursuant to the fifth proviso
without prior notification and approval of
the Committees of Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That
$19,453,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be available for commu-
nity facilities grants, as authorized by sec-
tion 306(a)(19) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, of which $8,000,000
shall be for grants to tribal colleges as au-
thorized by section 306(a)(25) of such Act and
of which $1,000,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be for the Secretary of Agri-
culture to carry out a pilot program in co-
ordination with Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services Administrator that assists
rural hospitals in modernizing aging facili-
ties by giving preference to critical access
hospitals receiving assistance from the Rural
Health Transformation Program: Provided
further, That sections 381E-H and 381N of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act are not applicable to the funds made
available under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to any other available
funds, the Secretary may expend not more
than $1,000,000 total, from the program funds
made available under this heading, for ad-
ministrative expenses for activities funded
under this heading.
RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of guaranteed loans as authorized by
section 310B of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)),
$2,000,000,000.

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants,
for the rural business development programs
authorized by section 310B and described in
subsections (a), (¢), (f) and (g) of section 310B
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of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $63,600,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, $38,600,000
shall be for business and industry guaranteed
loans: Provided further, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, $18,000,000
shall be for rural business development
grants as authorized by section 310B(c) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act: Provided further, That of the amount ap-
propriated under this heading, $7,000,000 shall
be for grants to the Delta Regional Author-
ity (7 U.S.C. 2009aa et seq.), the Northern
Border Regional Commission (40 U.S.C. 15101
et seq.), the Southwest Border Regional
Commission (40 U.S.C. 15301 et seq.), and the
Appalachian Regional Commission (40 U.S.C.
14101 et seq.) for any Rural Community Ad-
vancement Program purpose as described in
section 381E(d) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, of which not more
than 5 percent may be used for administra-
tive expenses: Provided further, That
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for business grants to
benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to
a qualified national organization to provide
technical assistance for rural transportation
in order to promote economic development:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to funds
made available under this heading.

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND

ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b),
$9,000,000.

For the cost of direct loans, $2,631,000 as
authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of
which $263,000 shall be available through
June 30, 2027, for Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes; and of which $526,000
shall be available through June 30, 2027, for
Mississippi Delta Region counties (as deter-
mined in accordance with Public Law 100-
460): Provided, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000
shall be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural
Development, Salaries and Expenses’.

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized under section 313B(a) of the
Rural Electrification Act, for the purpose of
promoting rural economic development and
job creation projects, $50,000,000.

The cost of grants authorized under sec-
tion 313B(a) of the Rural Electrification Act,
for the purpose of promoting rural economic
development and job creation projects shall
not exceed $10,000,000.

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

For rural cooperative development grants
authorized under section 310B(e) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
(7 U.S.C. 1932), $17,600,000: Provided, That of
the amount appropriated under this heading,
$2,800,000 shall be for cooperative agreements
for the appropriate technology transfer for
rural areas program; $3,000,000 shall be for
grants for cooperative development centers,
individual cooperatives, or groups of co-
operatives that serve socially disadvantaged
groups and a majority of the boards of direc-
tors or governing boards of which are com-
prised of individuals who are members of so-
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cially disadvantaged groups; $6,500,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be for
value-added agricultural product market de-
velopment grants, as authorized by section
210A of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946; and $1,000,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be for Agriculture Innova-
tion Centers authorized pursuant to section
6402 of Public Law 107-171.
RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For the principal amount of direct loans as
authorized by section 379E of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7
U.S.C. 2008s), $15,000,000.

For the cost of loans and grants, $3,600,000
under the same terms and conditions as au-
thorized by section 379E of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
2008s).

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM

For the principal amount of loan guaran-
tees, under the same terms and conditions as
authorized by section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8107), $50,000,000.

For the cost of loans, $1,890,000 under the
same terms and conditions as authorized by
section 9007 of the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107).

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development  Act, as follows:
$1,015,000,000 for direct loans; and $50,000,000
for guaranteed loans.

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
and described in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D,
306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, $385,343,050 to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That $75,824,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for di-
rect loans, of which no less than $4,224,000
shall be available for water and waste direct
one percent loans for distressed communities
as the Secretary deems appropriate: Provided
further, That $1,000,000 shall be available for
the rural utilities program described in sec-
tion 306(a)(2)(B) of such Act: Provided further,
That $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for the
rural utilities program described in section
306E of such Act: Provided further, That
$7,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for grants authorized
by section 306A(i)(2) of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act in addi-
tion to funding authorized by section
306A(i)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That
$20,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for loans and grants in-
cluding water and waste disposal systems
grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B)
and section 306D of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, and Federally
Recognized Native American Tribes author-
ized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act, and the De-
partment of Hawaiian Home Lands (of the
State of Hawaii): Provided further, That fund-
ing provided for section 306D of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act may
be provided to a consortium formed pursuant
to section 325 of Public Law 105-83: Provided
further, That not more than 2 percent of the
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funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
may be used by the State of Alaska for train-
ing and technical assistance programs and
not more than 2 percent of the funding pro-
vided for section 306D of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act may be
used by a consortium formed pursuant to
section 325 of Public Law 105-83 for training
and technical assistance programs: Provided
further, That $35,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for tech-
nical assistance grants for rural water and
waste systems pursuant to section 306(a)(14)
of such Act, unless the Secretary makes a
determination of extreme need, of which
$11,000,000 shall be made available for a grant
to a qualified nonprofit multi-State regional
technical assistance organization, with expe-
rience in working with small communities
on water and waste water problems, the prin-
cipal purpose of such grant shall be to assist
rural communities with populations of 3,300
or less, in improving the planning, financing,
development, operation, and management of
water and waste water systems, and of which
not less than $800,000 shall be for a qualified
national Native American organization to
provide technical assistance for rural water
systems for tribal communities: Provided fur-
ther, That $24,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for con-
tracting with qualified national organiza-
tions for a circuit rider program to provide
technical assistance for rural water systems:
Provided further, That $4,000,000 of the
amounts made available under this heading
shall be for solid waste management grants:
Provided further, That $213,5619,060 of the
amounts made available under this heading
shall be for grants pursuant to section
306(a)(2)(a) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, of which $135,519,050
shall be for the purposes, and in the
amounts, specified for this account in the
table titled ‘‘Community Project Funding”’
in the report accompanying this Act: Pro-
vided further, That if any funds made avail-
able for the direct loan subsidy costs under
this heading remain unobligated after July
31, 2027, such unobligated balances may be
used for grant programs funded under this
heading: Provided further, That any unobli-
gated balances from prior year appropria-
tions under this heading for the cost of di-
rect loans, loan guarantees and grants, in-
cluding amounts deobligated or cancelled,
may be made available to cover the subsidy
costs for direct loans, loan guarantees and or
grants under this heading in this fiscal year:
Provided further, That no amounts may be
made available pursuant to the two pre-
ceding provisos from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,
or that are specified for this account in the
table titled ‘“‘Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending’ in the
explanatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided further, That sec-
tions 381E-H and 381N of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act are not
applicable to the funds made available under
this heading.

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The principal amount of loans and loan
guarantees as authorized by sections 4, 305,
306, 313A, and 317 of the Rural Electrification
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 904, 935, 936, 940c-1, and
940g) shall be made as follows: guaranteed
rural electric loans made pursuant to section
306 of that Act, $2,867,000,000; cost of money
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direct loans made pursuant to sections 4,
notwithstanding the one-eighth of one per-
cent in 4(c)(2), and 317, notwithstanding
317(c), of that Act, $4,533,000,000; guaranteed
underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A
of that Act, $910,000,000; for cost-of-money
rural telecommunications loans made pursu-
ant to section 305(d)(2) of that Act,
$350,000,000; and for guaranteed rural tele-
communications loans made pursuant to sec-
tion 306 of that Act, $200,000,000.

For the cost of direct loans as authorized
by section 305(d)(2) of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935(d)(2)), including
the cost of modifying loans, as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974, cost of money rural telecommuni-
cations loans, $3,185,000.

In addition, $4,535,000, to remain available
until expended, to carry out section 6407 of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That
the energy efficiency measures supported by
the funding in this paragraph shall con-
tribute in a demonstrable way to the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gases.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall
be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural De-
velopment, Salaries and Expenses’.

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND
BROADBAND PROGRAM

For grants for telemedicine and distance
learning services in rural areas, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $33,160,198, to
remain available until expended, of which
$3,160,198 shall be for the purposes, and in the
amounts, specified for this account in the
table titled ‘“‘Community Project Funding”
in the report accompanying this Act: Pro-
vided, That $3,000,000 shall be made available
for grants authorized by section 379G of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act: Provided further, That funding provided
under this heading for grants under section
379G of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act may only be provided to enti-
ties that meet all of the eligibility criteria
for a consortium as established by this sec-
tion.

For the cost to continue a broadband loan
and grant pilot program established by sec-
tion 779 of division A of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141)
under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), $40,000,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided,
That the Secretary may award grants de-
scribed in section 601(a) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C.
950bb(a)) for the purposes of carrying out
such pilot program: Provided further, That
the cost of direct loans shall be defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That at least 90 per-
cent of the households to be served by a
project receiving a loan or grant under the
pilot program shall be in a rural area with-
out sufficient access to broadband: Provided
further, That for purposes of such pilot pro-
gram, a rural area without sufficient access
to broadband shall be defined as twenty-five
megabits per second downstream and three
megabits per second upstream: Provided fur-
ther, That to the extent possible, projects re-
ceiving funds provided under the pilot pro-
gram must build out service to at least one
hundred megabits per second downstream,
and twenty megabits per second upstream:
Provided further, That an entity to which a
loan or grant is made under the pilot pro-
gram shall not use the loan or grant to over-
build or duplicate broadband service in a
service area by any entity that has received
a broadband loan from the Rural Utilities
Service unless such service is not provided
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sufficient access to broadband at the min-
imum service threshold: Provided further,
That not more than four percent of the funds
made available in this paragraph can be used
for administrative costs to carry out the
pilot program and up to three percent of
funds made available in this paragraph may
be available for technical assistance and pre-
development planning activities to support
the most rural communities: Provided fur-
ther, That the Rural Utilities Service is di-
rected to expedite program delivery methods
that would implement this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That for purposes of this para-
graph, the Secretary shall adhere to the no-
tice, reporting and service area assessment
requirements set forth in section 701 of the
Rural Electrification Act (7 U.S.C. 950cc).

In addition, $15,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for the Community Connect
Grant Program authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950bb-
3.

TITLE IV
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR F0OOD,
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and
Consumer Services, $800,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Food, Nutrition and Consumer
Services mission area for salaries and ex-
penses are available to fund up to one admin-
istrative support staff for the Office.

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21,
and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1771 et seq.), except sections 17 and 21;
$37,900,930,000 to remain available through
September 30, 2028, of which such sums as are
made available under section 14222(b)(1) of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-246), as amended by this
Act, shall be merged with and available for
the same time period and purposes as pro-
vided herein: Provided, That of the total
amount available, $18,004,000 shall be avail-
able to carry out section 19 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.):
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $22,378,000 shall be available to
carry out studies and evaluations and shall
remain available until expended: Provided
further, That of the total amount available,
$5,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended to carry out section 18(g) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769(g)): Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 18(g)(3)(C) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769(g2)(3)(c)), the total grant amount
provided to a farm to school grant recipient
in fiscal year 2027 shall not exceed $500,000:
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $5,000,000 shall be available to pro-
vide competitive grants to State agencies for
subgrants to local educational agencies and
schools to purchase the equipment, with a
value of greater than $1,000, needed to serve
healthier meals, improve food safety, and to
help support the establishment, mainte-
nance, or expansion of the school breakfast
program: Provided further, That of the total
amount available, $4,470,000 shall be avail-
able for food safety education including ac-
tivities that support sections 17 and 21 of the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786,
1790) and to support the safe distribution of
USDA Foods, as defined in 7 CFR 250.2: Pro-
vided further, That section 26(d) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is amended in the first sen-
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tence by striking ‘2010 through 2027’ and in-
serting ‘2010 through 2028°’: Provided further,
That section 9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1758(h)(3)) is amended in the first sentence by
striking ‘“‘For fiscal year 2026’ and inserting
“For fiscal year 2027’: Provided further, That
section 9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(4))
is amended in the first sentence by striking
“For fiscal year 2026’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2027,

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM

FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
special supplemental nutrition program as
authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $8,000,000,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2028: Provided, That notwithstanding section
17(h)(10) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1786(h)(10)), not less than $90,000,000
shall be used for breastfeeding peer coun-
selors and other related activities: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall use funds
made available under this heading to provide
a cash-value voucher for women and children
participants that is set at an amount equal
to 267 percent of the amount provided for
such voucher in fiscal year 2020 for children
participants, and 428 percent of the amount
provided for such voucher in such fiscal year
for women participants: Provided further,
That none of the funds provided in this ac-
count shall be available for the purchase of
infant formula except in accordance with the
cost containment and competitive bidding
requirements specified in section 17 of such
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary
shall require State agencies to authorize
fresh, frozen, canned, and dried fruit and
vegetables for Food Packages III, IV, V, VI,
VII, and VIII under the special supplemental
nutrition program for women, infants, and
children established under section 17 of the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786):
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided shall be available for activities that
are not fully reimbursed by other Federal
Government departments or agencies unless
authorized by section 17 of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That upon termination of a fed-
erally mandated vendor moratorium and
subject to terms and conditions established
by the Secretary, the Secretary may waive
the requirement at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the
request of a State agency.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.), $101,241,955,000, of which
$3,000,000,000, to remain available through
September 30, 2029, shall be placed in reserve
for use only in such amounts and at such
times as may become necessary to carry out
program operations: Provided, That funds
provided herein shall be expended in accord-
ance with section 16 of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008: Provided further, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$998,000 may be used to provide nutrition
education services to State agencies and
Federally Recognized Tribes participating in
the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations: Provided further, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$3,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, shall be used to carry out
section 4003(b) of Public Law 115-334 relating
to demonstration projects for tribal organi-
zations: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $4,000,000
shall be used to carry out section 4208 of
Public Law 115-334: Provided further, That
this appropriation shall be subject to any
work registration or workfare requirements
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as may be required by law: Provided further,
That funds made available for Employment
and Training under this heading shall re-
main available through September 30, 2028:
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading for section 4(b) and sec-
tion 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of
2008 shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided further, That none
of the funds made available under this head-
ing may be obligated or expended in con-
travention of section 213A of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A):
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading may be used to enter into
contracts and employ staff to conduct stud-
ies, evaluations, or to conduct activities re-
lated to program integrity provided that
such activities are authorized by the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008.
COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out dis-
aster and commodity assistance, $546,070,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2028, of which $460,000,000 shall be for the
Commodity Supplemental Food Program, as
authorized by section 4(a) of the Agriculture
and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 (7
U.S.C. 612c note), $75,000,000 shall be for the
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983,
$1,070,000 shall be for assistance for the nu-
clear affected islands, as authorized by sec-
tion 103(f)(2) of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (Public Law
108-188), and $10,000,000 shall be for the Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program, as author-
ized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966: Provided, That none of these
funds shall be available to reimburse the
Commodity Credit Corporation for commod-
ities donated to the program: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, effective with funds made avail-
able in fiscal year 2027 to support the Seniors
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as au-
thorized by section 4402 of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002, such funds
shall remain available through September
30, 2028: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under section 27(a) of the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
2036(a)), the Secretary may use up to 20 per-
cent for costs associated with the distribu-
tion of commodities.

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary administrative expenses of
the Food and Nutrition Service for carrying
out any domestic nutrition assistance pro-
gram, $135,234,000: Provided, That of the funds
provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for
the purposes of section 4404 of Public Law
107-171, as amended by section 4401 of Public
Law 110-246.

TITLE V
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED
PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE
AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agri-
cultural Affairs, $614,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to any
agency in the Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Codex Alimentarius, $4,922,000, including not
to exceed $100,000 for official reception and
representation expenses.

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Ag-
ricultural Service, including not to exceed
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$250,000 for representation allowances and for
expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766),
$230,000,000, of which no more than 6 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2028, for overseas operations to include the
payment of locally employed staff: Provided,
That the Service may utilize advances of
funds, or reimburse this appropriation for ex-
penditures made on behalf of Federal agen-
cies, public and private organizations and in-
stitutions under agreements executed pursu-
ant to the agricultural food production as-
sistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737): Provided
further, That of the funds made available
under this heading, $5,000,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for the
Cochran Fellowship Program, as authorized
by 7 U.S.C. 3293, $4,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be for the Borlaug
International Agricultural Science and
Technology Fellowship program, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 3319j, and up to $2,000,000, to
remain available until expended, shall be for
the purpose of offsetting fluctuations in
international currency exchange rates, sub-
ject to documentation by the Foreign Agri-
cultural Service.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS

For expenses during the current fiscal
year, not otherwise recoverable, and unre-
covered prior years’ costs, including interest
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83-480), for commodities and ex-
penses supplied in connection with disposi-
tions abroad under title II of said Act,
$900,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR

EDUCATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM

GRANTS

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of section 3107 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 17360-1), $240,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Com-
modity Credit Corporation is authorized to
provide the services, facilities, and authori-
ties for the purpose of implementing such
section, subject to reimbursement from
amounts provided herein: Provided further,
That of the amount made available under
this heading, not more than 10 percent, but
not less than $24,000,000, shall remain avail-
able until expended to purchase agricultural
commodities as described in subsection
3107(a)(2) of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 17360-1(a)(2)).

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out
the Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export
Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103,
$6,063,000, to cover common overhead ex-
penses as permitted by section 11 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act and
in conformity with the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990, which shall be paid to the

appropriation for ‘‘Foreign Agricultural
Service, Salaries and Expenses’’.
TITLE VI

RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Food and
Drug Administration, including hire and pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursu-
ant to Public Law 92-313 for programs and

H3853

activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which are included in this Act; for rent-
al of special purpose space in the District of
Columbia or elsewhere; for miscellaneous
and emergency expenses of enforcement ac-
tivities, authorized and approved by the Sec-
retary and to be accounted for solely on the
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000;
and notwithstanding section 521 of Public
Law 107-188; $7,109,336,000: Provided, That of
the amount provided under this heading,
$1,639,642,000 shall be derived from prescrip-
tion drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379h, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended;
$560,251,000 shall be derived from medical de-
vice user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j,
and shall be credited to this account and re-
main available until expended; $704,432,000
shall be derived from human generic drug
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-42, and
shall be credited to this account and remain
available until expended; $61,985,000 shall be
derived from biosimilar biological product
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-562, and
shall be credited to this account and remain
available until expended; $36,374,000 shall be
derived from animal drug user fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-12, and shall be credited
to this account and remain available until
expended; $28,559,000 shall be derived from ge-
neric new animal drug user fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-21, and shall be credited to
this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $712,000,000 shall be derived from to-
bacco product user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 387s, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended:
Provided further, That in addition to and not-
withstanding any other provision under this
heading, amounts collected for prescription
drug user fees, medical device user fees,
human generic drug user fees, biosimilar bio-
logical product user fees, animal drug user
fees, and generic new animal drug user fees
that exceed the respective fiscal year 2027
limitations are appropriated and shall be
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That
fees derived from prescription drug, medical
device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic
new animal drug assessments for fiscal year
2027, including any such fees collected prior
to fiscal year 2027 but credited for fiscal year
2027, shall be subject to the fiscal year 2027
limitations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may accept payment during fiscal
year 2027 of user fees specified under this
heading and authorized for fiscal year 2028,
prior to the due date for such fees, and that
amounts of such fees assessed for fiscal year
2028 for which the Secretary accepts pay-
ment in fiscal year 2027 shall not be included
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used
to develop, establish, or operate any program
of user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated: (1) $1,279,088,000 shall be for the
Human Foods Program and for related field
activities, including inspections, investiga-
tions, and import operations, conducted by
the Human Foods Program, the Office of In-
spections and Investigations, or the Office of
the Chief Scientist, of which no less than
$15,000,000 shall be used for inspections of for-
eign seafood manufacturers and field exami-
nations of imported seafood; (2) $2,536,961,000
shall be for the Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research and for related field activities,
including inspections, investigations, and
import operations, conducted by the Center,
the Office of Inspections and Investigations,
or the Office of the Chief Scientist, of which
no less than $10,000,000 shall be for pilots to
increase unannounced foreign inspections
and shall remain available until expended;
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(3) $576,096,000 shall be for the Center for Bio-
logics Evaluation and Research and for re-
lated field activities, including inspections,
investigations, and import operations, con-
ducted by the Center, the Office of Inspec-
tions and Investigations, or the Office of the
Chief Scientist; (4) $268,032,000 shall be for
the Center for Veterinary Medicine and for
related field activities, including inspec-
tions, investigations, and import operations,
conducted by the Center, the Office of In-
spections and Investigations, or the Office of
the Chief Scientist; (5) $985,566,000 shall be
for the Center for Devices and Radiological
Health and for related field activities, in-
cluding inspections, investigations, and im-
port operations, conducted by the Center,
the Office of Inspections and Investigations,
or the Office of the Chief Scientist; (6)
$69,453,000 shall be for the National Center
for Toxicological Research; (7) $687,120,000
shall be for the Center for Tobacco Products
and for related field activities, including in-
spections, investigations, and import oper-
ations, conducted by the Center, the Office of
Inspections and Investigations, or the Office
of the Chief Scientist; (8) $257,928,000 shall be
for Rent and Related activities, of which
$44,400,000 is for White Oak Consolidation,
other than the amounts paid to the General
Services Administration for rent; (9)
$154,335,000 shall be for payments to the Gen-
eral Services Administration for rent; and
(10) $294,757,000 shall be for other activities,
including the Office of the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, the Office of the Chief Sci-
entist, the Office of the Chief Medical Offi-
cer, and central services for these offices:
Provided further, That not to exceed $25,000 of
this amount shall be for official reception
and representation expenses, not otherwise
provided for, as determined by the Commis-
sioner: Provided further, That any transfer of
funds pursuant to, and for the administra-
tion of, section 770(n) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n))
shall only be from amounts made available
under this heading for other activities and
shall not exceed $2,000,000: Provided further,
That of the amounts that are made available
under this heading for ‘‘other activities”,
and that are not derived from user fees,
$1,500,000 shall be transferred to and merged
with the appropriation for ‘‘Department of
Health and Human Services—Office of In-
spector General” for oversight of the pro-
grams and operations of the Food and Drug
Administration and shall be in addition to
funds otherwise made available for oversight
of the Food and Drug Administration: Pro-
vided further, That funds may be transferred
from one specified activity to another with
the prior approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

In addition, mammography user fees au-
thorized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certifi-
cation user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381,
priority review user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, food and feed recall
fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary
qualified importer program fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-31, outsourcing facility fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-62, prescription
drug wholesale distributor licensing and in-
spection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
353(e)(3), third-party logistics provider 1i-
censing and inspection fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360eee-3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), medical
countermeasure priority review voucher user
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-4a, and
fees relating to over-the-counter monograph
drugs authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-72 shall be
credited to this account, to remain available
until expended.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, demolition, and
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purchase of fixed equipment or facilities of
or used by the Food and Drug Administra-

tion, where not otherwise provided,
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of the Commodity Exchange Act
(7T U.S.C. 1 et seq.), including the purchase
and hire of passenger motor vehicles, and the
rental of space (to include multiple year
leases), in the District of Columbia and else-
where, $355,000,000, including not to exceed
$3,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, and not to exceed $25,000 for
the expenses for consultations and meetings
hosted by the Commission with foreign gov-
ernmental and other regulatory officials, of
which not less than $80,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2029, and of
which not less than $5,773,000 shall be for ex-
penses of the Office of the Inspector General:
Provided, That notwithstanding the limita-
tions in 31 U.S.C. 1553, amounts provided
under this heading are available for the lig-
uidation of obligations equal to current year
payments on leases entered into prior to the
date of enactment of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That for the purpose of recording and
liquidating any lease obligations that should
have been recorded and liquidated against
accounts closed pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1552,
and consistent with the preceding proviso,
such amounts shall be transferred to and re-
corded in a no-year account in the Treasury,
which has been established for the sole pur-
pose of recording adjustments for and liqui-
dating such unpaid obligations.

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $106,500,000 (from assess-
ments collected from farm credit institu-
tions, including the Federal Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation) shall be obligated
during the current fiscal year for adminis-
trative expenses as authorized under 12
U.S.C. 2249: Provided, That this limitation
shall not apply to expenses associated with
receiverships: Provided further, That the
agency may exceed this limitation by up to
10 percent with notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress: Provided further, That the purposes
of section 3.7(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Farm Credit
Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(2)(A)(i)), the
Farm Credit Administration may exempt, an
amount in its sole discretion, from the appli-
cation of the limitation provided in that
clause of export loans described in the clause
guaranteed or insured in a manner other
than described in subclause (II) of the clause.

TITLE VII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF
FUNDS)

SEC. 701. The Secretary may use any appro-
priations made available to the Department
of Agriculture in this Act to purchase new
passenger motor vehicles, in addition to spe-
cific appropriations for this purpose, so long
as the total number of vehicles purchased in
fiscal year 2027 does not exceed the number
of vehicles owned or leased in fiscal year
2018: Provided, That, prior to purchasing ad-
ditional motor vehicles, the Secretary must
determine that such vehicles are necessary
for transportation safety, to reduce oper-
ational costs, and for the protection of life,
property, and public safety: Provided further,
That the Secretary may not increase the De-
partment of Agriculture’s fleet above the
2018 level unless the Secretary notifies in
writing, and receives approval from, the
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Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress within 30 days of the no-
tification.

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture
may transfer unobligated balances of discre-
tionary funds appropriated by this Act or
any other available unobligated discre-
tionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the
Working Capital Fund for the acquisition of
property, plant and equipment and for the
improvement, delivery, and implementation
of Department financial, and administrative
information technology services, and other
support systems necessary for the delivery of
financial, administrative, and information
technology services, including cloud adop-
tion and migration, of primary benefit to the
agencies of the Department of Agriculture,
such transferred funds to remain available
until expended: Provided, That none of the
funds made available by this Act or any
other Act shall be transferred to the Work-
ing Capital Fund without the prior approval
of the agency administrator: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds transferred to
the Working Capital Fund pursuant to this
section shall be available for obligation
without written notification to and the prior
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to make
any changes to the Department’s National
Finance Center without written notification
to and prior approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress as
required by section 716 of this Act: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to initiate,
plan, develop, implement, or make any
changes to remove or relocate any systems,
missions, personnel, or functions of the of-
fices of the Chief Financial Officer and the
Chief Information Officer, co-located with or
from the National Finance Center prior to
written notification to and prior approval of
the Committee on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress and in accordance with
the requirements of section 716 of this Act:
Provided further, That the National Finance
Center Information Technology Services Di-
vision personnel and data center manage-
ment responsibilities, and control of any
functions, missions, and systems for current
and future human resources management
and integrated personnel and payroll sys-
tems (PPS) and functions provided by the
Chief Financial Officer and the Chief Infor-
mation Officer shall remain in the National
Finance Center and under the management
responsibility and administrative control of
the National Finance Center: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture and
the offices of the Chief Financial Officer
shall actively market to existing and new
Departments and other government agencies
National Finance Center shared services in-
cluding, but not limited to, payroll, financial
management, and human capital shared
services and allow the National Finance Cen-
ter to perform technology upgrades: Provided
further, That of annual income amounts in
the Working Capital Fund of the Department
of Agriculture allocated for the National Fi-
nance Center, the Secretary shall reserve not
more than 4 percent for the replacement or
acquisition of capital equipment, including
equipment for the improvement, delivery,
and implementation of financial, administra-
tive, and information technology services,
and other systems of the National Finance
Center or to pay any unforeseen, extraor-
dinary cost of the National Finance Center:
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Provided further, That none of the amounts
reserved shall be available for obligation un-
less the Secretary submits written notifica-
tion of the obligation to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress:
Provided further, That the limitations on the
obligation of funds pending notification to
Congressional Committees shall not apply to
any obligation that, as determined by the
Secretary, is necessary to respond to a de-
clared state of emergency that significantly
impacts the operations of the National Fi-
nance Center; or to evacuate employees of
the National Finance Center to a safe haven
to continue operations of the National Fi-
nance Center.

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost
rates on cooperative agreements or similar
arrangements between the United States De-
partment of Agriculture and nonprofit insti-
tutions in excess of 10 percent of the total di-
rect cost of the agreement when the purpose
of such cooperative arrangements is to carry
out programs of mutual interest between the
two parties. This does not preclude appro-
priate payment of indirect costs on grants
and contracts with such institutions when
such indirect costs are computed on a simi-
lar basis for all agencies for which appropria-
tions are provided in this Act.

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department
of Agriculture for the cost of direct and
guaranteed loans made available in the cur-
rent fiscal year shall remain available until
expended to disburse obligations made in the
current fiscal year for the following ac-
counts: The Rural Development Loan Fund
program account, the Rural Electrification
and Telecommunication Loans program ac-
count, and the Rural Housing Insurance
Fund program account.

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture by this Act
may be used to acquire new information
technology systems or significant upgrades,
as determined by the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer, without the approval of
the Chief Information Officer and the con-
currence of the Executive Information Tech-
nology Investment Review Board: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act may be
transferred to the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer without written notification
to and the prior approval of the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That notwithstanding
section 11319 of title 40, United States Code,
none of the funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for information tech-
nology shall be obligated for projects, con-
tracts, or other agreements over $25,000 prior
to receipt of written approval by the Chief
Information Officer: Provided further, That
the Chief Information Officer may authorize
an agency to obligate funds without written
approval from the Chief Information Officer
for projects, contracts, or other agreements
up to $250,000 based upon the performance of
an agency measured against the performance
plan requirements described in the explana-
tory statement accompanying Public Law
113-235.

SEC. 707. Funds made available under sec-
tion 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act
(7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year
shall remain available until expended to dis-
burse obligations made in the current fiscal
year.

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any former Rural Utilities Serv-
ice borrower that has repaid or prepaid an
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insured, direct or guaranteed loan under the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, or any not-
for-profit utility that is eligible to receive
an insured or direct loan under such Act,
shall be eligible for assistance under section
313B(a) of such Act in the same manner as a
borrower under such Act.

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in
unobligated balances from appropriations
made available for salaries and expenses in
this Act for the Farm Service Agency shall
remain available through September 30, 2028,
for information technology expenses.

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used for first-class travel by the employees
of agencies funded by this Act in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of
2014 (Public Law 113-79) or by a successor to
that Act, other than by title I or subtitle A
of title III of such Act, or programs for
which indefinite amounts were provided in
that Act, that is authorized or required to be
carried out using funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation—

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries
and related administrative expenses, includ-
ing technical assistance, associated with the
implementation of the program, without re-
gard to the limitation on the total amount
of allotments and fund transfers contained in
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (156 U.S.C. 714i); and

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer
or allotment for purposes of applying the
limitation on the total amount of allotments
and fund transfers contained in such section.

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by
this Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be
used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, pan-
els, commissions, and task forces of the De-
partment of Agriculture, except for panels
used to comply with negotiated rule makings
and panels used to evaluate competitively
awarded grants.

SEC. 713. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 714. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of
section 14222 of Public Law 110-246 (7 U.S.C.
612c—6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section
14222’°), none of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this or any
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries
and expenses of personnel to carry out a pro-
gram under section 32 of the Act of August
24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c; in this section referred
to as ‘‘section 32”’) in excess of $1,717,000,000
(exclusive of carryover appropriations from
prior fiscal years), as follows: Child Nutri-
tion Programs Entitlement Commodities—
$485,000,000; State Option Contracts—
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commod-
ities—$2,500,000; Administration of section 32
Commodity Purchases—$41,862,000: Provided,
That, of the total funds made available in
the matter preceding this proviso that re-
main unobligated on October 1, 2027, such un-
obligated balances shall carryover into fiscal
year 2028 and shall remain available until ex-
pended for any of the purposes of section 32,
except that any such carryover funds used in
accordance with clause (3) of section 32 may
not exceed $350,000,000 and may not be obli-

H3855

gated until the Secretary of Agriculture pro-
vides written notification of the expendi-
tures to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress at least two
weeks in advance: Provided further, That,
with the exception of any available carry-
over funds authorized in any prior appropria-
tions Act to be used for the purposes of
clause (3) of section 32, none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries or expenses of any employee of the
Department of Agriculture to carry out
clause (3) of section 32.

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as
part of the President’s budget submission to
the Congress for programs under the juris-
diction of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tees on Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a
reduction from the previous year due to user
fees proposals that have not been enacted
into law prior to the submission of the budg-
et unless such budget submission identifies
which additional spending reductions should
occur in the event the user fees proposals are
not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the
fiscal year 2027 appropriations Act.

SEC. 716. (a) None of the funds provided by
this Act, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in the current fiscal year, or pro-
vided from any accounts in the Treasury de-
rived by the collection of fees available to
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be
available for obligation or expenditure
through a reprogramming, transfer of funds,
or reimbursements as authorized by the
Economy Act, or in the case of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through use of the au-
thority provided by section 702(b) of the De-
partment of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944
(7 U.S.C. 2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89—
106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any
means for any project or activity for which
funds have been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activi-
ties; or

(6) contracts out or privatizes any func-
tions or activities presently performed by
Federal employees;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission (as the case may be) notifies
in writing and receives approval from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the reprogramming of such funds or
the use of such authority.

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure for activities, pro-
grams, or projects through a reprogramming
or use of the authorities referred to in sub-
section (a) involving funds in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less,
that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects,
or activities;

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any
existing program, project, or activity, or
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numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a
reduction in personnel which would result in
a change in existing programs, activities, or
projects as approved by Congress;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission (as the case may be) notifies
in writing and receives approval from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the reprogramming or transfer of
such funds or the use of such authority.

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission shall notify in writing and
receive approval from the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
before implementing any program or activ-
ity not carried out during the previous fiscal
year unless the program or activity is funded
by this Act or specifically funded by any
other Act.

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for—

(1) modifying major capital investments
funding levels, including information tech-
nology systems, that involves increasing or
decreasing funds in the current fiscal year
for the individual investment in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent of the total cost, which-
ever is less;

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current,
or vacant positions or agency activities or
functions to establish a center, office,
branch, or similar entity with five or more
personnel; or

(3) carrying out activities or functions that
were not described in the budget request;
unless the agencies funded by this Act no-
tify, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
30 days in advance of using the funds for
these purposes.

(e) As described in this section, no funds
may be used for any activities unless the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, or the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission receives from the Committee on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
written or electronic mail confirmation of
receipt of the notification as required in this
section.

SEC. 7117. Notwithstanding section
310B(g)(6) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)),
the Secretary may assess a one-time fee for
any guaranteed business and industry loan
in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent
of the guaranteed principal portion of the
loan.

SEC. 718. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, or the Farm Credit Administra-
tion shall be used to transmit or otherwise
make available reports, questions, or re-
sponses to questions that are a result of in-
formation requested for the appropriations
hearing process to any non-Department of
Agriculture, non-Department of Health and
Human Services, non-Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, or non-Farm Credit
Administration employee.

SEC. 719. Unless otherwise authorized by
existing law, none of the funds provided in
this Act, may be used by an executive branch
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agency to produce any prepackaged news
story intended for broadcast or distribution
in the United States unless the story in-
cludes a clear notification within the text or
audio of the prepackaged news story that the
prepackaged news story was prepared or
funded by that executive branch agency.

SEC. 720. No employee of the Department of
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned
from an agency or office funded by this Act
or any other Act to any other agency or of-
fice of the Department for more than 60 days
in a fiscal year unless the individual’s em-
ploying agency or office is fully reimbursed
by the receiving agency or office for the sal-
ary and expenses of the employee for the pe-
riod of assignment.

SEC. 721. Not later than 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the
Food and Drug Administration, the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, and the Chairman of the Farm
Credit Administration shall submit to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a detailed
obligation plan delineated by program,
project, and activity, as defined in the report
accompanying this Act, for all amounts
made available by this Act and prior appro-
priations Acts that remain available for obli-
gation, including appropriated user fees and
loan authorizations: Provided, That such ob-
ligation plan shall include breakdowns of es-
timated obligations for each such program,
project, or activity by fiscal quarter, source
appropriation, and the number of full-time
equivalent positions supported: Provided fur-
ther, That such obligation plan shall serve as
the baseline for reprogramming notifications
for the purposes of section 716 of this Act.

SEC. T22. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall provide written notification to the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions no fewer than 3 business days in ad-
vance of termination of any grant, coopera-
tive agreement, or contract award totaling
$1,000,000 or more issued from funds made
available in this Act or any previous Act:
Provided, That such notification shall in-
clude the recipient of the award, the amount
of the award, the fiscal year for which the
funds for the award were appropriated, the
account and program, project, or activity
from which the funds are being drawn, the
title of the award, and a detailed justifica-
tion for the termination.

SEC. 723. For the purposes of determining
eligibility or level of program assistance for
Rural Housing Service programs the Sec-
retary shall not include incarcerated prison
populations.

SEC. 724. For loans and loan guarantees
that do not require budget authority and for
which the program level has been established
in this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture
may increase the program level for such
loans and loan guarantees by not more than
25 percent: Provided, That for loans and loan
guarantees authorized by Sections 4 and 306
of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7
U.S.C. 936) that do not require budget au-
thority and for which the program level has
been authorized under this Act, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may increase the pro-
gram level for such loans and loan guaran-
tees by not more than 50 percent: Provided
further, That prior to the Secretary imple-
menting such an increase, the Secretary no-
tifies, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
15 days in advance.

SEC. 725. None of the credit card refunds or
rebates transferred to the Working Capital
Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public
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Law 107-76) shall be available for obligation
without written notification to, and the
prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided, That the refunds or rebates so trans-
ferred shall be available for obligation only
for the acquisition of property, plant and
equipment, including equipment for the im-
provement, delivery, and implementation of
Departmental financial management, infor-
mation technology, and other support sys-
tems necessary for the delivery of financial,
administrative, and information technology
services, including cloud adoption and mi-
gration, of primary benefit to the agencies of
the Department of Agriculture.

SEC. 726. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the ‘‘variety’’ require-
ments of the final rule entitled ‘“‘Enhancing
Retailer Standards in the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP)’ pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture in
the Federal Register on December 15, 2016 (81
Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Secretary of Agri-
culture amends the definition of the term
“variety”’ as defined in section
278.1(b)(1)(i1)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal
Regulations, and ‘‘variety’ as applied in the
definition of the term ‘‘staple food’” as de-
fined in section 271.2 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to increase the number of
items that qualify as acceptable varieties in
each staple food category so that the total
number of such items in each staple food cat-
egory exceeds the number of such items in
each staple food category included in the
final rule as published on December 15, 2016:
Provided, That until the Secretary promul-
gates such regulatory amendments, the Sec-
retary shall apply the requirements regard-
ing acceptable varieties and breadth of stock
to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram retailers that were in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of the Agri-
cultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79).

SEC. 727. In carrying out subsection (h) of
section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture
shall have the same authority with respect
to loans guaranteed under such section and
eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of
section 538 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p-2)
with respect to loans guaranteed under such
section 538 and eligible lenders for such
loans.

SEC. 728. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act shall
be available for the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to propose, finalize or
implement any regulation that would pro-
mulgate new user fees pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
9701 after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 729. Notwithstanding any provision of
law that regulates the calculation and pay-
ment of overtime and holiday pay for FSIS
inspectors, the Secretary may charge estab-
lishments subject to the inspection require-
ments of the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, 21 U.S.C. 451 et seq., the Federal Meat
Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 601 et seq., and the
Egg Products Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 1031
et seq., for the cost of inspection services
provided outside of an establishment’s ap-
proved inspection shifts, and for inspection
services provided on Federal holidays: Pro-
vided, That any sums charged pursuant to
this paragraph shall be deemed as overtime
pay or holiday pay under section 1001(d) of
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 117-2, 135 Stat. 242): Provided further,
That sums received by the Secretary under
this paragraph shall, in addition to other
available funds, remain available until ex-
pended to the Secretary without further ap-
propriation for the purpose of funding all
costs associated with FSIS inspections.
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SEC. 730. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture
shall—

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evalu-
ates the following factors in the country or
region being audited, as applicable—

(A) veterinary control and oversight;

(B) disease history and vaccination prac-
tices;

©) livestock
traceability;

(D) epidemiological separation from poten-
tial sources of infection;

(E) surveillance practices;

(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and

(G) emergency preparedness and response;
and

(2) promptly make publicly available the
final reports of any audits or reviews con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1).

(b) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under its international trade agree-
ments.

SEC. 731. (a)(1) No Federal funds made
available for this fiscal year for the rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used
for a project for the construction, alteration,
maintenance, or repair of a public water or
wastewater system unless all of the iron and
steel products used in the project are pro-
duced in the United States.

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel
products’® means the following products
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks,
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves,
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete,
and construction materials.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any
case or category of cases in which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) or the designee
of the Secretary finds that—

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities or of a satisfactory
quality; or

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the
cost of the overall project by more than 25
percent.

(c) If the Secretary or the designee re-
ceives a request for a waiver under this sec-
tion, the Secretary or the designee shall
make available to the public on an informal
basis a copy of the request and information
available to the Secretary or the designee
concerning the request, and shall allow for
informal public input on the request for at
least 15 days prior to making a finding based
on the request. The Secretary or the des-
ignee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic
means, including on the official public Inter-
net Web site of the Department.

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25
percent of the funds appropriated in this Act
for ‘“‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water
and Waste Disposal Program Account’ for
carrying out the provisions described in sub-
section (a)(1) for management and oversight
of the requirements of this section.

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to a project for which the engineering
plans and specifications include use of iron
and steel products otherwise prohibited by
such subsection if the plans and specifica-
tions have received required approvals from

demographics and
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State agencies prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms
‘“United States’” and ‘‘State’ shall include
each of the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and each Federally recognized In-
dian Tribe.

SEC. 732. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used in any way, directly or
indirectly, to influence congressional action
on any legislation or appropriation matters
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEc. 733. Of the total amounts made avail-
able by this Act for direct loans and grants
under the following headings: ‘‘Rural Hous-
ing Service—Rural Housing Insurance Fund
Program Account’; ‘“Rural Housing Serv-
ice—Mutual and Self-Help Housing Grants’’;
“Rural Housing Service—Rural Housing As-
sistance Grants’’; ‘‘Rural Housing Service—
Rural Community Facilities Program Ac-
count’’; ‘“‘Rural Business—Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Business Program Account’’;
“‘Rural Business—Cooperative Service—
Rural Economic Development Loans Pro-
gram Account’; ‘“‘Rural Business—Coopera-
tive Service—Rural Cooperative Develop-
ment Grants’’; ‘“‘Rural Business—Cooperative
Service—Rural Microentrepreneur Assist-
ance Program”; ‘“Rural Utilities Service—
Rural Water and Waste Disposal Program
Account’; ‘“Rural Utilities Service—Rural
Electrification and Telecommunications
Loans Program Account’’; and ‘‘Rural Utili-
ties Service—Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’’, to the max-
imum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of
the funds shall be allocated for assistance in
persistent poverty counties under this sec-
tion, including, notwithstanding any other
provision regarding population limits, any
county seat of such a persistent poverty
county that has a population that does not
exceed the authorized population limit by
more than 10 percent: Provided, That for pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘persistent
poverty counties’” means any county that
has had 20 percent or more of its population
living in poverty over the past 30 years, as
measured by the 1990 and 2000 decennial cen-
suses, and 2007-2011 American Community
Survey b-year average, or any territory or
possession of the United States: Provided fur-
ther, That with respect to specific activities
for which program levels have been made
available by this Act that are not supported
by budget authority, the requirements of
this section shall be applied to such program
level.

SEC. 734. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to notify a sponsor
or otherwise acknowledge receipt of a sub-
mission for an exemption for investigational
use of a drug or biological product under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section
351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which a
human embryo is intentionally created or
modified to include a heritable genetic modi-
fication. Any such submission shall be
deemed to have not been received by the Sec-
retary, and the exemption may not go into
effect.

SEC. 735. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to en-
force the final rule promulgated by the Food
and Drug Administration entitled ‘Stand-
ards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing,
and Holding of Produce for Human Consump-
tion”’, and published on November 27, 2015,
and the proposed rule issued by the Food and
Drug Administration pending at the Office of
Management and Budget entitled ‘‘Standards
for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and
Holding Produce for Human Consumption
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Related to Agricultural Water’ (86 Fed. Reg.
69120 and 87 Fed. Reg. 42973), with respect to
the regulation of entities that grow, harvest,
pack, or hold wine grapes, hops, pulse crops,
or almonds.

SEC. 736. For school years 2026-2027 and
2027-2028, none of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to restrict or limit
the substitution of any vegetable subgroup
for fruits under the school breakfast pro-
gram established under section 4 of the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773).

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available
by this Act or any other Act may be used—

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940), sub-
title G of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946, or section 10114 of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018; or

(2) to prohibit the transportation, proc-
essing, sale, or use of hemp, or seeds of such
plant, that is grown or cultivated in accord-
ance with section 7606 of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 or subtitle G of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946, within or outside the
State in which the hemp is grown or cul-
tivated.

SEC. 738. The Secretary of Agriculture may
waive the matching funds requirement under
section 412(g) of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998
(7TU.S.C. 7632(2)).

SEC. 739. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall be included as a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United
States (CFIUS) on a case by case basis pursu-
ant to the authorities in section 721(k)(2)(J)
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4565(k)(2)(J)) with respect to each cov-
ered transaction (as defined in section
721(a)(4) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 45665(a)(4))) involving agricul-
tural land, agriculture biotechnology, or the
agriculture industry (including agricultural
transportation, agricultural storage, and ag-
ricultural processing), as determined by the
CFIUS Chairperson in coordination with the
Secretary of Agriculture. The Secretary of
Agriculture shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, notify CFIUS of any agricul-
tural land transaction that the Secretary of
Agriculture has reason to believe, based on
information from or in cooperation with the
Intelligence Community, is a covered trans-
action (A) that may pose a risk to the na-
tional security of the United States, with
particular emphasis on covered transactions
of an interest in agricultural land by foreign
governments or entities of concern, as de-
fined in 42 U.S.C. 19221(a), including the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Federa-
tion, and the Islamic Republic of Iran; and
(B) with respect to which a person is re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of
Agriculture under section 2(a) of the Agricul-
tural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of
1978 (7 U.S.C. 3501(a)).

SEC. 740. Any remaining unobligated bal-
ances from amounts made available by sec-
tion 743 of division A of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2017 (Public Law 115-31)
may be used, in addition to any funds other-
wise made available for such purposes, for
plans, construction, repair, preventive main-
tenance, environmental support, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, and purchase of
fixed equipment or facilities, as authorized
by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of land as
authorized by 7 U.S.C. 2268a.

SEC. 741. Funds made available under title
II of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et
seq.) may only be used to provide assistance
to recipient nations if adequate monitoring
and controls, as determined by the Sec-
retary, are in place to ensure that emer-
gency food aid is received by the intended



H3858

beneficiaries in areas affected by food short-
ages and not diverted for unauthorized or in-
appropriate purposes.

SEC. 742. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to procure raw or
processed poultry products or seafood im-
ported into the United States from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for use in the school
lunch program under the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et
seq.), the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram under section 17 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1766), the Summer Food Service Program for
Children under section 13 of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1761), or the school breakfast program
under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1771 et seq.).

SEC. 743. For school year 2027-2028, only a
school food authority that had a negative
balance in the nonprofit school food service
account as of June 30, 2026, shall be required
to establish a price for paid lunches in ac-
cordance with section 12(p) of the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1760(p)).

SEC. 744. Any funds made available by this
or any other Act that the Secretary with-
holds pursuant to section 1668(g)(2) of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5921(2)(2)), as amended,
shall be available for grants for bio-
technology risk assessment research: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary may transfer such
funds among appropriations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for purposes of making
such grants.

SEC. 745. For fiscal year 2027, the maximum
monthly allowances of fluid milk for the fol-
lowing food packages described in section
246.10(e) of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, are:

(1) For Food Package IV, 16 quarts.

(2) For Food Package V, 22 quarts.

(3) For Food Package VI, 16 quarts.

(4) For Food Package VII, 24 quarts.

(56) For Food Package III, the maximum
monthly allowances of fluid milk should con-
form to the changes made to food packages
IV, V, VI, and VII in this section.

SEC. 746. The Secretary, acting through the
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, may use funds appropriated under
this Act or any other Act for the Watershed
and Flood Prevention Operations Program
and the Watershed Rehabilitation Program
carried out pursuant to the Watershed Pro-
tection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C.
1001 et seq.), and for the Emergency Water-
shed Protection Program carried out pursu-
ant to section 403 of the Agricultural Credit
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203) to provide tech-
nical services for such programs pursuant to
section 1252(a)(1) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3851(a)(1)), notwithstanding
subsection (c) of such section.

SEC. 747. In administering the pilot pro-
gram established by section 779 of division A
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141), the Secretary of Agri-
culture may, for purposes of determining en-
tities eligible to receive assistance, consider
those communities which are ‘‘Areas Rural
in Character’: Provided, That not more than
10 percent of the funds made available under
the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’ for the pur-
poses of the pilot program established by
section 779 of Public Law 115-141 may be used
for this purpose.

SEC. 748. Section 7502 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Public
Law 110-246; 122 Stat. 2019) is amended by
striking ‘‘or otherwise be conveyed or trans-
ferred in whole or in part, for the period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act and ending on September 30, 2026° and
inserting ‘‘beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act”.
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SEC. 749. A bank referenced in 12 U.S.C.
2128 may make and participate in loans and
commitments and provide technical and
other financial assistance to cooperatives
and any other public or private entity (ex-
cept for the Federal Government) for the
purpose of installing, maintaining, expand-
ing, improving, or operating facilities in a
rural area as defined in 12 U.S.C. 2128(f) for
the processing or disposal of waste from any
source, provision of telecommunication serv-
ices, and producing electricity from any
source for use or sale by the borrower.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 750. Of the unobligated balances made
available by section 22006 of Public Law 117-
169, $95,000,000 are hereby permanently can-
celled: Provided, That no amounts shall be
cancelled from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 751. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to carry out section 758 of division B
of Public Law 118-42, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purpose.

SEC. 752. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to issue or promote any new guide-
lines or regulations applicable to food manu-
facturers of low risk ready-to-eat (RTE)
foods for Listeria monocytogenes (Lm) until
the FDA considers the available new science
in developing the Compliance Policy Guide
(CPG), Guidance for FDA Staff, section
555.320 Listeria monocytogenes regarding Lim
in low-risk foods, meaning foods that do not
support the growth of Lm.

SEC. 753. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall—

(1) amend the covered Food Packages to re-
quire the inclusion of peanut-containing
foods for the purposes of early introduction
of potentially allergenic foods; and

(2) ensure that all such peanut-containing
foods eligible are safe for consumption by in-
fants.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture shall
carry out subsection (a) in a manner con-
sistent with the recommendations for early
introduction of peanut-containing foods in-
cluded in the Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans, 2025-2030, published under section 301 of
the National Nutrition Monitoring and Re-
lated Research Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5341).

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘covered Food
Packages’” means Food Packages I and II
under section 246.10 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, as amended by the rule en-
titled ‘‘Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC): Revisions to the WIC Food Packages”
published by the Department of Agriculture
in the Federal Register on April 18, 2024 (89
Fed. Reg. 28488).

SEC. 754. Section 9(a)(2) of the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1758(a)(2)) is amended —

(1) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘““‘Act—"’ and in-
serting ‘“‘Act and breakfasts served by
schools participating in the school breakfast
program under section 4 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773)—"’;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘or
the school breakfast program under section 4
of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1773)”" after ‘‘Act’’; and

(3) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 210.10” and inserting ‘‘sections 210.10
and 220.8”.

SEC. 755. If services performed by APHIS
employees are determined by the Adminis-
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trator of the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service to be in response to an ani-
mal disease or plant health emergency out-
break, any premium pay that is funded, ei-
ther directly or through reimbursement,
shall be exempted from the aggregate of
basic pay and premium pay calculated under
section 5547(b)(1) and (2) of title 5, United
States Code, and any other provision of law
limiting the aggregate amount of premium
pay payable on a biweekly or calendar year
basis.

SEC. 756. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries
or expenses of personnel—

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603);

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public
Law 104-127); or

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19
of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
successor regulation).

SEC. 757. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, the Chairman of the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, or the Chairman
of the Farm Credit Administration to fly or
display a flag over a facility of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission, or the Farm Credit Admin-
istration other than the flag of the United
States; the flag of a State, territory, the Dis-
trict of Columbia; the flag of an Indian Trib-
al Government; the official flag of a U.S. De-
partment or agency; or the Prisoners of War/
Missing in Action flag.

SEC. 758. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act thereafter may be
used to write, prepare, or publish a proposed
rule, final rule, or an interim final rule in
furtherance of, or otherwise to implement or
enforce the final rule entitled ‘‘Transparency
in Poultry Grower Contracting and Tour-
naments’’, published by the Department of
Agriculture in the Federal Register on No-
vember 28, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 83210 et seq.),
the final rule entitled ‘‘Inclusive Competi-
tion and Market Integrity Under the Packers
and Stockyards Act’, published by the De-
partment of Agriculture in the Federal Reg-
ister on March 6, 2024 (89 Fed. Reg. 16092 et
seq.), the final rule entitled ‘‘Poultry Grower
Payment Systems and Capital Improvement
Systems’, published by the Department of
Agriculture in the Federal Register on Janu-
ary 16, 2025 (90 Fed. Reg. 5146 et seq.), the
proposed rule entitled ‘“‘Fair and Competitive
Livestock and Poultry Markets’, published
by the Department of Agriculture in the
Federal Register on June 28, 2024 (89 Fed.
Reg. 53886 et seq.), or any subsequent sub-
stantially similar rulemaking effort, except
that funds may be used to, and the Secretary
of Agriculture shall, withdraw or rescind any
such proposed rules, advanced notices of pro-
posed rulemaking, and any such rules that
may have been finalized, and discontinue and
provide notice of closure to affected parties
of any investigations or enforcement activi-
ties pending under said rules.

SEC. 759. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Department
of Agriculture to implement or enforce the
reduced maximum allowable loan limit of 60
percent established in Field Office Hand-
book-1-3550 for loans issued made on or after
February 10, 2026 (PN655); Provided, That the
maximum allowable loan limit of 80 percent
established in prior Field Office Handbooks
shall remain in effect unless the Department
of Agriculture issues a proposed rule, with
notice and comment, that establishes a re-
duced maximum allowable loan limit, and is
subsequently finalized.
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SEC. 760. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the acceptable market name of
any engineered animal approved prior to the
effective date of the National Bioengineered
Food Disclosure Standard (February 19, 2019)
shall include the words ‘‘genetically engi-
neered’”’ prior to the existing acceptable mar-
ket name.

SEC. 761. Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop
Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 15622(c)) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

¢“(20) FROST OR COLD WEATHER INSURANCE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall
carry out research and development, or offer
to enter into 1 or more contracts with 1 or
more qualified persons to carry out research
and development, regarding an index-based
policy to insure crops (including table
grapes, wine grapes, juice grapes, tomatoes,
peppers, sugarcane, strawberries, melons,
citrus, peaches, blueberries, and any other
crop) on a nationally-available basis against
losses due to a frost or cold weather event.

‘“(B) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—Re-
search and development under subparagraph
(A) shall—

‘(i) evaluate the effectiveness of risk man-
agement tools, such as the use of an index,
with respect to low frequency and cata-
strophic loss weather events; and

‘‘(ii) result in a policy that provides pro-
tection for at least 1 of the following:

‘(I) Production loss.

“(IT) Revenue loss.

‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the
Corporation shall submit to the Committee
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report
that describes—

‘(i) the results of the research and develop-
ment carried out under this paragraph; and

‘(i) any recommendations with respect to
those results.”.

SEC. 762. No funds shall be made available
for enforcement of section 118.4(e) of title 21,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation with respect to surplus
broiler hatching eggs that are intended to be
sold to an egg breaker for purposes of proc-
essing such eggs as liquid egg products sub-
ject to regulation under the Egg Products In-
spection Act (21 U.S.C. 1031 et seq.).

SEC. 763. The agencies and offices of the
Department of Agriculture may reimburse
the Office of the General Counsel (OGC), out
of the funds provided in this Act, for costs
incurred by OGC in providing services to
such agencies or offices under time-limited
agreements entered into with such agencies
and offices: Provided, That such transfer au-
thority is in addition to any other transfer
authority provided by law.

SEC. 764. (a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding
section 7 of title 1, United States Code, sec-
tion 1738C of title 28, United States Code, or
any other provision of law, none of the funds
provided by this Act, or previous appropria-
tions Acts, shall be used in whole or in part
to take any discriminatory action against a
person, wholly or partially, on the basis that
such person speaks, or acts, in accordance
with a sincerely held religious belief, or
moral conviction, that marriage is, or should
be recognized as, a union of one man and one
woman.

(b) DISCRIMINATORY ACTION DEFINED.—AS
used in subsection (a), a discriminatory ac-
tion means any action taken by the Federal
Government to—

(1) alter in any way the Federal tax treat-
ment of, or cause any tax, penalty, or pay-
ment to be assessed against, or deny, delay,
or revoke an exemption from taxation under
section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 of, any person referred to in sub-
section (a);
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(2) disallow a deduction for Federal tax
purposes of any charitable contribution
made to or by such person;

(3) withhold, reduce the amount or funding
for, exclude, terminate, or otherwise make
unavailable or deny, any Federal grant, con-
tract, subcontract, cooperative agreement,
guarantee, loan, scholarship, license, certifi-
cation, accreditation, employment, or other
similar position or status from or to such
person;

(4) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or
otherwise make unavailable or deny, any en-
titlement or benefit under a Federal benefit
program, including admission to, equal
treatment in, or eligibility for a degree from
an educational program, from or to such per-
son; or

(5) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or
otherwise make unavailable or deny access
or an entitlement to Federal property, facili-
ties, educational institutions, speech fora
(including traditional, limited, and non-
public fora), or charitable fundraising cam-
paigns from or to such person.

(c) ACCREDITATION; LICENSURE; CERTIFI-
CATION.—The 10 Federal Government shall
consider accredited, licensed, or 11 certified
for purposes of Federal law any person that
12 would be accredited, licensed, or certified,
respectively, for 13 such purposes but for a
determination against such person 14 wholly
or partially on the basis that the person
speaks, 15 or acts, in accordance with a sin-
cerely held religious belief 16 or moral con-
viction described in subsection (a).

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 765. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available
under the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Tele-
medicine, and Broadband Program’ for the
cost to continue a broadband loan and grant
pilot program established by section 779 of
division A of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141) under the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), $40,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded: Provided, That no amounts may be
rescinded from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 766. (a) Of the amounts made available
in this Act under the heading ‘‘Department
of Health and Human Services—Food and
Drug Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ that are derived from tobacco prod-
uct user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 387s, not
less than $200,000,000 shall be used by the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs for enforce-
ment activities related to e-cigarettes,
vapes, and other electronic nicotine delivery
systems (in this section referred to as
“ENDS’), not limited to activities under
section 801(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 381(a)): Provided,
That not less than $20,000,000 of such amount
shall be used to fund the activities of the
Federal multi-agency ENDS Enforcement
Task Force led by the Department of Jus-
tice, Department of Homeland Security, and
the FDA, including partner agency activi-
ties, to further work to bring all available
criminal and civil tools to bear against the
illegal manufacture, importation, distribu-
tion, and sale of e-cigarettes, vapes, and
other ENDS products from the Republic of
China, other foreign countries, and domestic
manufacturers conducting the ‘‘final assem-
bly” of illegal products: Provided further,
That the Commissioner is directed to enter
into a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Department of Justice and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and other part-
ner agencies to ensure that such task force is
adequately resourced for (1) increased crimi-
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nal and civil litigation and law enforcement
activities by FDA, the Department of Jus-
tice, and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and (2) additional targeted inspections
by FDA and Customs and Border Patrol at
high-risk ports of entry into the United
States.

(b) Not later than November 12, 2026, the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs shall up-
date the FDA document titled ‘‘Enforcement
Priorities for Electronic Nicotine Delivery
Systems (ENDS) and Other Deemed Products
on the Market Without Premarket Author-
ization’’, published in January 2020 and up-
dated in April 2020, to expand FDA’s
prioritized enforcement to flavored dispos-
able ENDS products in addition to cartridge-
based products and to define the term ‘‘dis-
posable ENDS product.”

(c) The Commissioner of Food and Drugs
shall submit a detailed report on funding and
activities planned for enforcement activities
within 60 days of enactment of this Act, and
shall continue to submit a semi-annual writ-
ten report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress on the
progress that the Center for Tobacco Prod-
ucts is making in preventing all mis-de-
clared ENDS products from entering the U.S.
(including those that are properly declared
and those that are improperly mis-declared
at ports of entry) and in removing all illegal
ENDS products from the market inside the
U.S., including information specific to refus-
als, seizures, and disposition of illicit prod-
ucts; state support for enforcement efforts,
including standardized reporting and com-
munication channels; and educating retail-
ers on which products may be legally mar-
keted in the U.S.

SEC. 767. (a) Section 260 of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) is
amended by striking 2026 and inserting
20277,

(b) Section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory
Reporting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note;
Public Law 106-78) is amended by striking
¢2026”° and inserting ‘‘2027"’.

SEC. 768. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used by the Food and Drug Administration
to develop, issue, promote, or advance any
new guidelines or regulations applicable to
food manufacturers for population-wide so-
dium reduction actions until the publication
of the 2025-26 National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey (NHANES), What We
Eat in America Survey, which will begin to
reflect the impact on population intake of
Phase I reduction.

SEC. 769. None of the funds made available
for any department or agency in this or any
other appropriations Acts, including prior
year Acts, shall be used to close Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service or Rural Devel-
opment mission area field offices or to per-
manently relocate any field-based employees
of those agencies that would result in an of-
fice with two or fewer employees without
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress.

SEC. 770. No funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to administer or enforce the
final rule on ‘“‘Requirements for Additional
Traceability Records for Certain Foods’ pub-
lished on November 21, 2022 (87 Fed. Reg.
70910), or any other rule promulgated in ac-
cordance with section 204 of the FDA Food
Safety Modernization Act (21 U.S.C. 2223),
prior to July 20, 2028. Further, the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration shall—

(1) continue identifying flexibilities for
satisfying the rule’s lot-level tracking re-
quirement that leverage existing
traceability systems, including allowing cov-
ered entities to maintain and transmit
traceability records that reflect a reasonable
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range of all possible traceability lot codes
included in a shipment, when maintaining
records for each individual traceability lot is
not practicable such that complying would
constitute a case-level tracking require-
ment, which is prohibited under section
204(d)(1)(L)(iii) of the Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act;

(2) clarify the circumstances under which
activities conducted in warehouse and dis-
tribution environments constitute a trans-
formation event under the rule;

(3) ensure each quarterly engagement with
industry between enactment and July 20,
2028 be open to all covered entities outside of
member-only organizations and include a hy-
pothetical data intake exercise, the results
of which should be made publicly available
within 75 days; and

(4) establish a panel of experts to assess
the agency’s foodborne illness traceback in-
vestigation process, for both foreign and do-
mestic food suppliers, and to provide feed-
back for the data intake exercise. This panel
shall include diverse stakeholders, such as
growers, distributors, retailers, state and
local officials, and public health officials.
The FDA shall publish the panel outcomes
and recommendations no later than one year
from the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 771. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available, there is hereby appropriated
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the Meat and Poultry Processing
Expansion Program established pursuant to
section 1001(b)(4) of the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117-2) to award
grants to processors of invasive, wild-caught
catfish.

SEC. 772. (a) Chapter IV of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 341
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 425. ANIMAL FOOD.

‘“‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘animal food’ means food for
animals other than man and includes pet
food, animal feed, and raw materials and in-
gredients. (reference 21 CFR 507.3).

‘(2) The term ‘animal food ingredient sub-
mission’ means an ingredient for submission
to the Food and Drug Administration that is
a petition under section 409 for any food ad-
ditive, a petition under section 721 for a
color additive, or a GRAS ingredient notifi-
cation under subpart E of part 570 of sub-
chapter E of chapter I of title 21, Code of
Federal Regulations (or successor regula-
tions).

“(3) The term ‘commercial feed’ means ani-
mal food manufactured and distributed for
consumption by animals, other than com-
panion animals.

‘“(4) The term ‘companion animal’ means a
domesticated canine or feline.

‘() The terms ‘generally recognized as
safe’ and ‘GRAS’ mean generally recognized
as safe under section 201(s).

‘(6) The term ‘pet food’ means any animal
food manufactured and distributed for con-
sumption by companion animals, including
treats, nutritional supplements, and pet food
ingredients.

“(T)y The term ‘specialty pet’ means any
animal normally maintained in a household,
such as, but not limited to, rodents, orna-
mental birds, ornamental fish, reptiles, and
amphibians, ferrets, hedgehogs, marsupials,
and rabbits not raised for food or fur.

‘(8) The term ‘specialty pet food’ means
any commercial feed prepared and distrib-
uted for consumption by specialty pets.

“(b) PREEMPTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No State or a political
subdivision of a State may directly or indi-
rectly establish, maintain, implement, or en-
force any law, regulation, or other require-
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ment relating to the labels, labeling, or ad-
vertising of animal food that differs from or
extends beyond those established by the
Food and Drug Administration.

¢“(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in (b)
(1) shall be construed to restrict, prevent, or
otherwise prohibit State post-market food
safety oversight activities, including but not
limited to any such activities relating to im-
plementation of the FDA Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act (Public Law 111-353), outbreak
investigations, surveillance sampling, the
ability of states to regulate the names and
definitions of commercial feed ingredients
(excluding ingredients for use in pet food)
not defined by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, or investigations of consumer com-
plaints.

“(c) SAFE FOOD ADDITIVES AND GRAS
INGREDIENTS.—

‘(1) INGREDIENTS DEEMED SAFE FOOD ADDI-
TIVES.—Ingredients that are intended for use
in animal food and are not specifically au-
thorized for such use by the Food and Drug
Administration as a food additive, a color
additive, or otherwise as of the date of enact-
ment of the PURR Act of 2026, are deemed to
be safe food additives and acceptable for use
in animal food if—

‘“(A) such ingredients are included in the
Official Common or Usual Names and Defini-
tions of Feed Ingredients section of chapter
6 of the 2024 edition of the ‘AAFCO Official
Publication’ as accepted for use in specified
species, or where species is not identified;
and

‘(B) there is no finding by the Food and
Drug Administration that such ingredients
are not safe food additives.

“(2) GRAS INGREDIENTS; VOLUNTARY NOTIFI-
CATION.—An animal food manufacturer is not
required to notify the Food and Drug Admin-
istration of GRAS ingredients used in animal
food, but may voluntarily notify the Food
and Drug Administration of such GRAS in-
gredients that have not previously been rec-
ognized by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion as GRAS for use in animal food.

“(d) TIMELY REVIEW.—Not later than 180
days after receipt of an animal food ingre-
dient submission, the Secretary shall review
such submission and issue an action letter
that—

‘(1) approves such submission or, in the
case of a GRAS ingredient notification, does
not object to use; or

“(2) sets forth—

‘“(A) the specific deficiencies in such sub-
mission; and

‘“(B) where appropriate, the actions nec-
essary—

‘(i) for such submission to be approved; or

‘(i) in the case of a GRAS ingredient noti-
fication, to resolve any concerns of the Sec-
retary.

“(e) PET FOOD AND SPECIALTY PET IN-
GREDIENTS SOMETIMES PRESENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Pet food and specialty
pet food shall not be treated as misbranded
by reason of stating in the ingredient list on
the product label that an ingredient of a
type described in paragraph (2) is sometimes,
but not always, present in the pet food or
specialty pet food.

‘“(2) TYPES OF INGREDIENTS.—Paragraph (1)
applies with respect to the following types of
ingredients:

‘“(A) Fat or oil ingredients.

“(B) Flavor ingredients.

‘(C) Grain ingredients (including grain
protein ingredients).

‘“(3) LANGUAGE TO BE USED.—For an ingre-
dient in pet food or specialty pet food to be
labeled as sometimes present for purposes of
paragraph (1), such ingredient shall be iden-
tified by—

‘“(A) words such as ‘or’, ‘and/or’, or ‘con-
tains one or more of the following:’; or
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‘‘(B) other words indicating that the ingre-
dient may not be present.

“(f) ORDER OF INGREDIENT LISTING.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Pet food and specialty
pet food shall be treated as misbranded un-
less the ingredients required to be declared
on the label are listed by common or usual
name in descending order of predominance
by weight.

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—If an ingredient in pet
food or specialty pet food is present in
amounts of 2 percent or less by weight, then
instead of identifying the ingredient in the
order required by paragraph (1), the ingre-
dient may be placed at the end of the ingre-
dient list following an appropriate quanti-
fying statement, such as ‘Contains __  percent
or less of _’or ‘Less than _  percent of _°,
with the blank percentage filled in with a
threshold level of 2 percent, or, if desired, 1.5
percent, 1.0 percent, or 0.5 percent, as appli-
cable.

‘(g) MARKETING CLAIMS.—Animal food
shall not be treated as misbranded by reason
of the following claims on labels and labeling
and in advertising for animal food, without
premarket approval of such claims by the
Food and Drug Administration, if truthful,
nonmisleading, and adequately substantiated
with scientifically validated protocols en-
dorsed by FDA guidance where available:

‘(1) Pet food claims regarding hairball
control.

‘(2) Pet food claims regarding tartar con-
trol, plaque removal, and bad breath odor.

‘(3) Claims regarding the ability of pet
food to support general urinary tract health.

‘“(4) ‘Natural’ claims for animal food if all
of the following circumstances are met:

““(A) Subject to subparagraph (C), the term
‘natural’ refers to a food or ingredient de-
rived solely from plant, animal, or mined
sources—

‘(i) in its unprocessed state; or

‘(i) having been subject to physical proc-
essing, heat processing, rendering, purifi-
cation, extraction, hydrolysis, enzymolysis,
or fermentation, but not having been pro-
duced by or subject to a chemically syn-
thetic process and not containing any addi-
tives or processing aids that are chemically
synthetic except in amounts as might occur
unavoidably in good manufacturing prac-
tices.

‘(B) The term ‘natural’ is only used to ref-
erence the product as a whole when all of the
ingredients and components of ingredients
meet the description in subparagraph (A).

“(C) If the food or ingredient contains
chemically synthesized vitamins, minerals,
or other trace nutrients used as ingredients
in animal food, a disclaimer—

‘(i) discloses the addition of such vita-
mins, minerals, and other trace nutrients by
name or category;

‘“(ii) is juxtaposed with the term ‘natural’;
and

¢(iii) appears with the largest or most
prominent use of the term ‘natural’ on each
panel of the label on which the term appears,
in the same style and color print and at least
one-half the size of the term natural.

‘(D) A disclaimer under subparagraph (C)
is not required when the term ‘natural’ is
used in reference to one ingredient and is not
referring to the whole product.

““(h) GUIDANCE ON CERTAIN TOPICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall issue
guidance addressing each of the following
topics:

‘“(A) Methods for substantiating nutri-
tional adequacy of pet foods.

“(B) Pet food metabolizable energy proto-
cols.

“(C) Affidavits for pet food testing protocol
completion.

‘(D) Data to support a calorie content
claim for pet foods.
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“(BE) Analytical variations (AVs) for ani-
mal food.

“(F) Recommendations for use of mena-
dione sodium bisulfite complex (MSBC) in
animal feed.

*“(2) INITIAL GUIDANCE.—

““(A) TiMING.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of the PURR Act
of 2026, the Secretary shall issue initial guid-
ance under this subsection.

‘(B) BASIS.—The initial guidance under
subparagraph (A) shall be based on the guid-
ance contained in the 2024 edition of ‘AAFCO
Official Publication’.”.

(b) Title X of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 391 et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 1016. RESPONSIBILITIES FOR ANIMAL
FOOD REGULATION.

“(a) DELEGATION OF RESPONSI-
BILITY.—The Secretary shall delegate to
the Director of the Center for Veterinary
Medicine responsibility for carrying out sec-
tion 425 and, as appropriate, other respon-
sibilities and authorities of the Food and
Drug Administration with respect to animal
food.

“(b) DUTIES.—The responsibilities of the
Director of the Center for Veterinary Medi-
cine shall include—

‘(1) conducting and coordinating science-
based reviews of animal food ingredient sub-
missions;

‘(2) submitting an annual report to the
Congress on performance metrics, including
performance on—

‘““(A) the review of submissions and
issuance of action letters under section
425(d);

‘“(B) the issuance of initial guidance under
section 425(h) and any subsequent revisions
to such guidance; and

‘“(C) the proposal and finalization of initial
regulations under subsection (¢) and (d) of
the PURR Act of 2026 and any subsequent re-
visions to such regulations;

‘“(3) educating pet owners, veterinarians,
and the companion animal industry about
pet food;

‘“(4) communicating and educating con-
sumers on the safety of pet food; and

‘() carrying out research to support and
improve policies and regulatory decisions re-
garding animal food.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the
terms ‘animal food’, ‘companion animal’,
‘pet food’, ‘specialty pet’ and ‘animal food in-
gredient submission’, have the meanings
given to those terms in section 425.”’.

(c) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services, acting through the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, shall—

(1) not later than two years after the date
of enactment of this Act, issue proposed reg-
ulations to implement the amendments
made by this Act; and

(2) not later than three years after the date
of enactment of this Act, finalize such regu-
lations.

(d) CONTENTS.—The initial regulations pro-
mulgated to implement the amendments
made by this Act shall include:

(1) for commercial feed, Regulation 1
through Regulation 10 of the ‘‘Model Regula-
tions Under the Model Bill”’ in chapter 4 of
the 2024 edition of the ““AAFCO Official Pub-
lication’’; and

(2) PF 1 through PF 12 of the ‘“Model Regu-
lations for Pet Food and Specialty Pet Food
Under the Model Bill” in chapter 4 of the
2024 edition of the ““AAFCO Official Publica-
tion”.

SEC. 773. There is appropriated $1,500,000 for
the emergency and transitional pet shelter
and housing assistance grant program estab-
lished under section 12502(b) of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (34 U.S.C.
20127).
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SEC. 774. (a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) LIABILITY OF PERSONS.—A person shall
not be subject to civil or criminal liability
arising from the nature, age, packaging, or
condition of an apparently fit pet-related
product that the person donates in good
faith to a State or unit of local government
or a nonprofit organization for ultimate dis-
tribution to qualified animals.

(2) LIABILITY OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—A nonprofit organization shall not be
subject to civil or criminal liability arising
from the nature, age, packaging, or condi-
tion of an apparently fit pet-related product
that the nonprofit organization received as a
donation from a person in good faith for ulti-
mate distribution to qualified animals.

(3) LIABILITY OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—A State or unit of local government
shall not be subject to liability arising from
the nature, age, packaging, or condition of
an apparently fit pet-related product that
the State or unit of local government re-
ceived as a donation from a person in good
faith for ultimate distribution to qualified
animals.

(4) WAIVER NOT APPLICABLE TO GROSS NEG-
LIGENCE OR INTENTIONAL MISCONDUCT.—Para-
graphs (1), (2), and (3) shall not apply to an
injury to, or death of, an ultimate user or re-
cipient of the apparently fit pet-related
product that results from an act or omission
of the person, nonprofit organization, or
State or unit of local government, as appli-
cable, constituting gross negligence or inten-
tional misconduct.

(b) PARTIAL COMPLIANCE.—If a person do-
nates in good faith pet food or pet supplies
that do not meet all quality and labeling
standards imposed by Federal, State, and
local laws and regulations, such person shall
not be subject to civil or criminal liability in
accordance with this section if the State or
unit of local government or nonprofit organi-
zation to which the food or supplies are do-
nated—

(1) is informed by such person of the dis-
tressed or defective condition of the food or
supplies;

(2) agrees to recondition such food or sup-
plies to comply with such quality and label-
ing standards prior to distribution of such
food or supplies; and

(3) is knowledgeable of such quality and la-
beling standards to properly recondition
such food or supplies.

(c) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to—

(1) create any liability; or

(2) supersede State or local health regula-
tions.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPARENTLY FIT PET-RELATED PROD-
UcT.—The term ‘‘apparently fit pet-related
product” means any pet food or pet supply
that meets all quality and labeling standards
imposed by Federal, State, and local laws
and regulations even though the product
may not be readily marketable due to ap-
pearance, age, freshness, grade, size, surplus,
or other conditions.

(2) CHILD NUTRITION ACT OF 1966 TERMS.—The
terms ‘‘donate’, ‘‘gross negligence’’, ‘‘inten-
tional misconduct’”, ‘‘nonprofit organiza-
tion”, and ‘‘person’’ have the meanings given
such terms in section 22(b) of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1791(b)).

(3) EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMAL.—The term
‘‘emotional support animal’”’ means an ani-
mal that—

(A) is covered by the exclusion specified in
section 5.303 of title 24, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or successor regulation); and

(B) is not a service animal.

(4) PET.—The term ‘‘pet’” means a domes-
ticated animal, such as a dog, cat, bird, ro-
dent, fish, turtle, or other animal that is
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kept for pleasure rather than for commercial
purposes.

(5) PET FOOD.—The term ‘‘pet food’’ means
any raw, cooked, processed, or prepared edi-
ble substance, ice, beverage, or ingredient
used or intended for use in whole or in part
for consumption by a qualified animal.

(6) PET suPPLY.—The term ‘‘pet supply’”’
means tangible personal property used for
qualified animals, including pet carriers,
crates, kennels, houses, cages, clothing, bed-
ding, toys, collars, leashes, leads, tie-outs,
feeders, bowls, dishes, pet gates, or pet doors.

(7) QUALIFIED ANIMAL.—The term ‘‘qualified
animal” means a pet, an emotional support
animal, or a service animal.

(8) SERVICE ANIMAL.—The term ‘‘service
animal’” has the meaning given the term in
section 36.104 of title 28, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or successor regulation).

SEC. 775. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to impose any cost
sharing or matching requirements for any
awards or subawards under the Specialty
Crop Block Grant Program (7 U.S.C. 1621
note) for fiscal year 2027.

SEC. 776. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture in this or
any other Act may be used to close or con-
solidate the resources or locations of any ex-
isting Agricultural Research Service labora-
tories and facilities without prior notifica-
tion, including cost analysis, how many re-
search scientists will likely not be willing to
relocate, and which research projects will be
terminated or adversely impacted by the re-
location, and approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 777. In addition to funds made avail-
able by this or any other Act, there is hereby
appropriated $2,500,000 for the Senior Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program as authorized
by 7 U.S.C. 3007(a).

SEC. 778. Section 3(1) of the Specialty Crops
Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 1621
note) is amended by striking ‘‘dried fruits,”
and inserting ‘‘dried fruits, millet,”.

SEC. 779. Public Law 87-590 (76 Stat. 389; 123
Stat. 1320) is amended—

(1) in the first section—

(A) in subsection (c), in the second sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘or in the case of the Ar-
kansas Valley Conduit, payment in an
amount equal to 35 percent of the cost of the
conduit that is comprised of revenue gen-
erated by payments pursuant to a repayment
contract and revenue that may be derived
from contracts for the use of Fryingpan-Ar-
kansas project excess capacity or exchange
contracts using Fryingpan-Arkansas project
facilities,”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(d) ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT.—

‘(1) REPAYMENT CONTRACT.—To0 provide do-
mestic water supplies to communities and
households that do not have reliable access
to domestic water supplies, the contract for
the Arkansas Valley Conduit shall provide
for payment in an amount equal to 35 per-
cent of the cost of the conduit, notwith-
standing the reclamation laws or any other
provision of this Act. The contract payments
shall consist of—

““(A) funding provided during construction
from any entity other than the Secretary;
and

“(B) based on a demonstration of financial
hardship, as determined by the Secretary, re-
payment of the balance not covered under
subparagraph (A) for a period of not more
than 75 years with simple interest at a rate
that is equal to 50 percent of the interest
rate determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury under section 2(c), including rev-
enue derived from contracts for the use of
excess capacity or exchange contracts using
Fryingpan-Arkansas project facilities.

¢(2) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—The
contract for the Arkansas Valley Conduit
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shall provide for the assumption by the con-
tracting parties of the care, operation, main-
tenance, and replacement of the conduit.”’;
and

(2) in section 2(b)(3)(A), by striking ‘‘this
section” and inserting ‘‘subsection (d) of the
first section”.

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT

SEC. 780. $0.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agency Appropriations
Act, 2027,

The Acting CHAIR. Points of order
against provisions in the bill for failure
to comply with clause 2 or clause 5(a)
of rule 21 are waived.

No amendment to the bill shall be in
order except those printed in House Re-
port 119-676, amendments en bloc de-
scribed in section 3 of House Resolu-
tion 1333, and pro forma amendments
described in section 4 of House Resolu-
tion 1333.

Each amendment printed in House
Report 119-676 may be offered only in
the order printed in the report, by the
Member designated in the report, shall
be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not
be subject to amendment except as pro-
vided by section 4 of House Resolution
1333, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question. All
points of order against such amend-
ments are waived.

It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Appro-
priations or his designee to offer
amendments en bloc consisting of
amendments printed in House Report
119-676 not earlier disposed of. Amend-
ments en bloc shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for 20 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees, shall not be
subject to amendment, except as pro-
vided by section 4 of House Resolution
1333, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees may offer up to 10 pro forma
amendments each at any point for the
purpose of debate.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR.

HARRIS OF MARYLAND

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair-
man, pursuant to House Resolution
1333, I offer amendments en bloc as the
designee of Chairman COLE.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 1 consisting
of amendment Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24,
25, and 26, printed in House Report
number 119-676, offered by Mr. HARRIS
of Maryland.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 8, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)"".
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Page 7, line 13, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 22, line 18, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.

Page 23, line b5, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF

COLORADO

Page 5, line 11, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.
Page 33, line 18, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 5, line 11, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".
Page 50, line 11, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 5, line 11, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".
Page 28, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MR. BUCHANAN
OF FLORIDA

Page 7, line 13, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED MR. FIGURES OF

ALABAMA

Page 75, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED MR. FIGURES OF

ALABAMA

Page 55, line 13, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘““‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED MR. FLOOD OF

NEBRASKA

Page 5, line 16, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘“‘(reduced by $500,000)"".

Page 9, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $500,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED MR. GOSAR OF
ARIZONA

Page 5, line 11, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".
Page 15, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"".
AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED MS. LEGER
FERNANDEZ OF NEW MEXICO

Page 9, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)(increased by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED MS. MALLIOTAKIS
OF NEW YORK

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the Center
for Drug Evaluation and Research, Center
for Biologics Evaluation and Research, or
Center for Devices and Radiological Health
within the Food and Drug Administration to
issue or finalize guidance recommending or
requiring testing in dogs.

AMENDMENT NO. 13 OFFERED MS. MALLIOTAKIS
OF NEW YORK

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture within the
Department of Agriculture to conduct or
fund research involving a dog or cat (as such
terms are defined in section 1.1 of title 9,
Code of Federal Regulations) that is classi-
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fied in pain category D or E, as defined by
the Department of Agriculture.

AMENDMENT NO. 14 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES OF

TENNESSEE

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

None of the funds made available by this
Act may be used in contravention of section
506C(g) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 356c(g)) with respect to
the review of an application or supplement,
or the inspection or reinspection of an estab-
lishment, that could help mitigate or pre-
vent a shortage of a sterile injectable drug
used in cancer treatment and listed as being
in shortage by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MS. PETTERSEN
OF COLORADO

Page 12, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000)”" ‘‘(reduced by
$10,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 17 OFFERED BY MR. STANTON

OF ARIZONA

Page 23, line 5, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (in-
creased by $5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MR. STANTON

OF ARIZONA

Page 9, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MR.
SUBRAMANYAM OF VIRGINIA

Page 48, line 17, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by
$10,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 22 OFFERED BY MRS. SYKES OF
OHIO

Page 69, line 19, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 23 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF CALIFORNIA

Page 15, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $7,000,000) (increased by
$7,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

Page 8, line 3, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.

Page 13, line 14, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 25 OFFERED BY MR. VASQUEZ

OF NEW MEXICO

Page 12, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000) (increased by
$2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 26 OFFERED BY MR. VINDMAN

OF VIRGINA

Page 5, line 11, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,500,000)"".

Page 9, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,500,000)’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1333, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) and the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP)
each will control 10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in favor of this amendment.
This is a bipartisan set of amendments
en bloc, which includes priorities from
Members on both sides of the aisle.

I appreciate Ranking Member BISHOP
working with us on these amendments
and ask for your support.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I rise in sup-
port of the amendments. The amend-
ments include bipartisan and non-
controversial proposals that have been
agreed to by both sides. I support adop-
tion of the amendments, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. MALLIOTAKIS).

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Chair, as co-
chair of the Congressional Animal Pro-
tection Caucus, I rise in support of my
amendments that are included in this
en bloc.

My amendments build on the
progress that Congress has already
made to modernize Federal research
practices, reduce unnecessary animal
suffering, and ensure taxpayer dollars
are spent responsibly.

The first provision would prohibit
the FDA from using taxpayer funds to
issue or finalize new guidance docu-
ments that recommend or require dog
testing for human drugs or medical de-
vices.

More than 3 years ago, Congress
ended the FDA’s century-old animal
testing mandate. Yet, the agency con-
tinues to rely on outdated guidance
and, in some cases, issues new guidance
that pressures companies to unneces-
sarily conduct tests on dogs before
products can be moved to human trials.

Modern, human-based technologies,
including organs-on-chips and other ad-
vanced testing methods, are often fast-
er, more accurate, and more predictive
of human outcomes than traditional
dog testing.

The second provision would prohibit
USDA funding for significantly painful
research on dogs and cats conducted
through the National Institute of Food
and Agriculture.

Americans love their pets. They are
members of our families. Taxpayers
should not be forced to subsidize pain-
ful experiments on dogs and cats when
Congress and Federal agencies have al-
ready recognized that these practices
should be restricted.

During President Trump’s first ad-
ministration, USDA closed its last re-
maining cat experiment lab. Congress
and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs have already acted to restrict
painful dog and cat testing, and the De-
partment of Defense has likewise ended
funding for these practices. This week,
we saw EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin,
our former colleague, announce the
goal of eliminating all animal testing
by his agency by 2035.

My amendments promote better
science, greater accountability, and
more humane treatment of animals.
They reflect the growing bipartisan
consensus that we can advance medical
innovation while reducing animal suf-
fering and using taxpayer dollars more
responsibly.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendments.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON), my friend and
fellow Blue Dog.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Chair, I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing me time.

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of the
amendments en bloc and specifically
on the amendment introduced by me,
Representative VALADAO, and Rep-
resentative COSTA.

Across my district and in many wine-
producing regions of our country,
growers are facing a growing threat
from a vector known as the glassy-
winged sharpshooter, an invasive pest
that spreads Pierce’s disease amongst
the grapevines and kills vineyards.

For many communities, wine grapes
are not just a crop. They are the cor-
nerstone of local economy, supporting
farmers, small businesses, tourism, and
thousands of jobs.

In California alone, the wine commu-
nity generates sizeable tax revenues at
the local, State, and Federal level.

In 2025, the wine economy generated
nearly $85 billion in economic activity
and paid nearly $6.5 billion in State
and local taxes and almost $8 billion in
Federal taxes.

If we fail to act, the consequences
will be severe. Vineyards that have
taken years to establish can be dam-
aged or destroyed, threatening liveli-
hoods and putting significant economic
activity at risk.

This amendment recognizes that re-
ality. While it does not provide the
funding itself, it sends an important
signal as the House and Senate—

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield an ad-
ditional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from California.

Mr. THOMPSON of California.—as
the House and Senate move toward
conference, that additional resources
are needed to combat this invasive pest
and protect American agriculture,
communities, and our economy.

We can pay this now or we can pay a
lot more and suffer the devastation if
we delay.

Mr. Chair, I urge all my colleagues to
support this.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair,
I yield 1%2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT).

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I thank
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HARRIS) for his leadership on the Com-
mittee on Appropriations’ Sub-
committee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies.

Mr. Chair, I rise in favor of this en
bloc package that includes five of my
amendments.

In Colorado’s Fourth Congressional
District, agriculture is the lifeblood of
our communities. I represent thou-
sands of hardworking farmers and
ranchers who are raising livestock,
growing wheat, corn, millet, and other
vital crops that feed our Nation and
power their local economies.

My amendments do not increase
spending by a single dollar. They redi-
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rect $10 million in existing funds from
administrative offices and back-office
bureaucracies to important programs
in the USDA that will help our farm-
ers, ranchers, landowners, and rural
communities.

My amendments redirect additional
resources for rural utility services and
rural development programs in rural
communities to help strengthen infra-
structure and economic opportunity.

One of my amendments redirects
funding to the Farm Service Agency,
which works directly with producers to
administer farm programs, disaster as-
sistance, and conservation initiatives.

I am also redirecting funding to the
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice operations.

Mr. Chair, I urge everyone to support
these important amendments.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Mrs. SYKES).

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Chair, I rise in sup-
port of my amendment No. 22, which
calls on the FDA to require infant for-
mula and toddler food manufacturers
to implement an environmental moni-
toring regime for deadly contaminants
like botulism and salmonella.

A recent Consumer Reports study
found potentially concerning levels of
contaminants in more than half of the
tested infant formula samples, and we
have seen similar reports on heavy
metals and contaminants in toddler
food.

Parents shouldn’t have to worry
about whether the food they feed their
children is unsafe, and we need to do
better.

The report for this bill includes lan-
guage I requested to strengthen the
testing for heavy metals, but we must
also monitor for environmental con-
taminants so we can prevent outbreaks
before they happen, like the botulism
outbreak from earlier this year.

I urge my colleagues to support this
en bloc and to also support my IN-
FANTS Act, which would empower the
FDA to take the appropriate action to
protect our precious babies.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in support of my amendment
with Representative THOMPSON in favor
of the urgent emergency funding to ad-
dress the glassy-winged sharpshooter
infestation recently discovered in Cali-
fornia.

California is the Nation’s leading
wine-producing State, and our table
and wine grape growers support thou-
sands of jobs in the Central Valley and
beyond.

Unfortunately, the industry is facing
a serious threat from an emerging out-
break of the glassy-winged sharp-
shooter. The glassy-winged sharp-
shooter is an invasive pest that trans-
mits a lethal bacterium that chokes
and Kkills grapevines. There is no cure
once the infection occurs, and the
sharpshooter’s high mobility and rapid
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reproduction allow it to spread quick-
ly.

Last month, the California Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture and the
Fresno County Agricultural Commis-
sioner identified an infestation at a
nursery that distributed infected
grapes throughout the State. At least
23 counties have already received af-
fected plants, and another 15 counties
are expected to be impacted.

If this pest spreads across the State,
our growers could face more than $100
million in annual costs to control the
damage. At a time when specialty crop
industries are already struggling with
rising input costs, this is a burden they
just can’t afford to absorb.

Our growers have already stepped up
and have done their part. Since 2001,
the industry has invested more than
$60 million of its own resources to com-
bat the pest and protect California ag-
riculture, but the scale of this out-
break requires a coordinated Federal
response.

This amendment supports an addi-
tional $7 million for the APHIS Spe-
cialty Crop Pests account, helping en-
sure USDA has the resources necessary
to work alongside growers and State
officials to contain this threat before it
is too late.

It is a reasonable investment that
supports an industry already heavily
invested in its own success and pro-
tects growers from circumstances be-
yond their control.

Mr. Chair, I thank Congressman
THOMPSON for his leadership on the
issue and look forward to working with
him to elevate the need for immediate
funding from the USDA, if needed, or
to get this additional funding included
in this bill.

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ).

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. Chair,
I rise to speak in favor of my amend-
ment to conduct a comprehensive
study on large-scale algae production
for agricultural and livestock uses.

Algae doesn’t sound exciting, but the
reality is it could be cheaper feed for
livestock, cause fewer methane emis-
sions, and lead to a higher conversion
rate of protein. Dairy cows fed algae
produce higher milk yields.

Growing algae could also help the
economies of Sun-drenched rural areas
like New Mexico. Our bright, yellow
Sun can help grow green for our cows
and our ranchers’ pocketbooks.

So let’s make something that is
cheaper, more nutritious, and better
for our planet more accessible to our
ranchers. But to get there, we need bet-
ter research into this feed source. Com-
mercial algae for agriculture is an
emerging frontier, and it makes sense
for USDA to conduct the studies we
need to make it widely available.

Let’s pass my amendment and make
our ranchers, potential algae farmers,
and cows happier.

I urge my colleagues to support this
en bloc package and my amendment.
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Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Chair,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendments en bloc offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HARRIS).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.
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The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-
stands that amendment No. 15 will not
be offered.

The Chair understands that amend-
ment Nos. 19 and 20 will not be offered.

There being no further amendments
under the rule, the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
BAUMGARTNER) having assumed the
chair, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Acting Chair of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 8646) making
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2027, and for other purposes,
and, pursuant to House Resolution 1333,
he reported the bill, as amended by
that resolution, back to the House with
sundry amendments adopted in the
Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole? If not, the Chair
will put them en gros.

The question is on the amendments.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of H.R. 8646 is postponed.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 26 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TIFFANY) at 2 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

June 4, 2026

WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 1336 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as
follows:

H. RES. 1336

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of June 5,
2026, relating to a measure providing for rec-
onciliation pursuant to title II of S. Con.
Res. 33.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Rules Committee
met yesterday and produced a rule, H.
Res. 1336, providing for same-day au-
thority when the House considers the
forthcoming reconciliation measure
from the Senate.

Granting same-day authority will
allow the House to advance this legis-
lation to President Trump’s desk for
his prompt signature and fulfill our
commitment to fully fund CBP and ICE
so that they can continue their mission
of defending the homeland.

Yesterday at the Rules Committee,
we heard all sorts of chapter and verse
that funding ICE and CBP isn’t an
emergency. We heard that we should
focus on all sorts of other things be-
sides funding law enforcement. It
doesn’t surprise me given the pitiful
record on both backing the blue and se-
curing the border.

As opposed to listening to the rhet-
oric on the other side, let’s look at
their record. During the Biden adminis-
tration, CBP recorded more than 2 mil-
lion got-aways. That is almost double
what was tracked during the previous
decade. That is 2 million people who
were able to cross into our Nation
without any record of who they are.

The Biden administration granted
more than 1.3 million inadmissible
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