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Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize an extraor-
dinary event on Florida’s Space Coast.

At the 2026 Space Coast Enlistment
Ceremony, more than 230 young men
and women took the next step in their
commitment to serve our Nation by en-
listing in the United States Armed
Forces. This is a remarkable event and
was the vision of Brevard Public
Schools Board Chair Matt Susin, whose
leadership helped create a meaningful
opportunity to honor these young
Americans as they begin a life of serv-
ice.

As the father of a servicemember, I
recognize that these individuals are
choosing a path defined by duty, sac-
rifice, and love of their country. They
will serve in the Air Force, Marine
Corps, Army National Guard, Navy,
and Coast Guard, carrying forward the
legacy of those who have defended our
freedoms in the past.

The ceremony also brought together
241 Junior ROTC cadets from across
Brevard County, a reminder that the
next generation is already preparing to
lead.

On the Space Coast, we understand
freedom is protected by those who are
willing to step forward, and today we
honor these enlistees, their families,
and the leaders like Matt Susin and the
members of the Brevard County
Schools Board, who are helping to in-
spire the next generation of American
service.

STRENGTHENING PORT CANAVERAL AND
FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST CEREMONY

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to highlight a major invest-
ment on Florida’s Space Coast.

I was proud to join local leaders at
Port Canaveral to announce a $20 mil-
lion Federal grant that will support
the construction of new cargo berths
that will strengthen one of the Na-
tion’s most important ports.

Port Canaveral is far more than just
a cruise destination. It is a critical eco-
nomic engine for our region, sup-
porting jobs, commerce, and supply
chain necessary to keep Florida mov-
ing.

This investment will expand not only
the cargo capacity but the overall in-
frastructure that is needed in chal-
lenging times. For the Space Coast,
this means more opportunities, more
jobs, and continued economic momen-
tum for the families and businesses
that call the Space Coast home. They
will have the fuel necessary in all
times of trouble.

This is exactly the kind of practical
investment that we need to continue to
make sure Florida continues to lead
the Nation in growth.

HONORING THE LIFE OF DARCIA JONES FRANCEY

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life of Darcia
Jones Francey, a true champion of
Brevard County whose impact will be
felt for generations.

A third-generation Brevardian,
Darcia devoted her life to making her
community and our community strong-
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er. She was known as a connector of
people, someone who brought together
people in support of causes that
mattered and endured. This effort is
not unnoticed.

Darcia served on countless boards
and different community groups, sup-
porting organizations across the Space
Coast, from the arts to healthcare and
programs helping those truly in need.
Her dedication as a volunteer and com-
munity work leader helped raise aware-
ness, build partnerships, and strength-
en the fabric of Brevard County.

Darcia also had a unique ability to
make everyone around her feel valued
and important, leaving a lasting im-
pression on all of us who knew her.

Today, we remember Darcia not only
for what she did but how she lived—
with purpose, passion, and a deep love
of our community.

HONORING ALEC HALL OF ALLIANCE CYBER

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize an outstanding
veteran, entrepreneur, and leader from
Florida’s Space Coast, Alec Hall.

Alec 1is the president of Alliance
Cyber, a service-disabled, veteran-
owned small business based in Cocoa,
Florida.

Through Alec’s leadership, Alliance
Cyber provides cybersecurity and IT
solutions that protect government
agencies, nonprofits, and businesses
across our State and beyond.

Alec’s impact goes far beyond busi-
ness. Through the Alliance Cyber Gives
Foundation, his team supports STEM
education, workforce development, and
career pathways for transitioning serv-
icemembers, investing directly in the
next generations.

It is because of these efforts that we
recognize Alec Hall and the amazing
work at Alliance Cyber.

———

PORT CHESTER SENIORS

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the outstanding pro-
grams provided by the Village of Port
Chester that benefit the senior citizens
of that community.

Under the able leadership of Maryann
Nielsen in the Port Chester Senior
Community Center in Village Hall, the
Port Chester Seniors serves hundreds
of seniors annually with a daily nutri-
tion program at lunchtime 6 days a
week, along with activities and pro-
grams to engage seniors of all ages, in-
cluding on Saturday, which is unique
among many other programs.

There are fitness classes from tai chi
to chair yoga, mental fitness programs,
a variety of board games—mah-jongg;
bridge; along with the classic senior
staple, bingo. Maryann and her tal-
ented crew host annual events, as well,
for Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, St.
Patrick’s Day, and a host of celebra-
tions. There are day trips planned to
shopping locales and tourist sites, as
well.
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The programs are supported by the
village board under the leadership of
Mayor Luis Marino and Village Admin-
istrator Stu Rabin.

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, we salute the work of the
Port Chester Seniors, the active and
energetic members that show that age
is more a state of mind.

PRIDE MONTH

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Pride Month.

As a supporter of the LGBTQIA+
community and a member of the Con-
gressional Equality Caucus, I rise to
honor the achievements in the fight for
equality but also refocus on the work
that lies ahead.

Many of the champions in the fight
for equality are organizations like the
LOFT Center in White Plains, New
York. This organization provides ac-
ceptance and access for the LGBTQIA+
community in the wake of the current
administration’s attacks on equality.

The LOFT Center offers services
ranging from support services, edu-
cational seminars, health screenings,
training series for allies and
businessowners, silver connections for
members over 55, and much more.

I commend them for being a cham-
pion in this fight, and I am proud to
represent such a welcoming district,
where people are judged by the content
of their character. We will work to en-
sure that everyone has a place where
they are accepted, even in the face of
prejudice.

DISMANTLING OF AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to condemn the intentional dis-
mantling of affordable healthcare in
our country.

Following the big, ugly bill last July,
which failed to extend the premium tax
credits critical to lowering the cost of
healthcare for working families, Af-
fordable Care Act enrollment for 2026
has fallen to about 23 million people, a
decline of just over 1 million people.

Studies predict that this may climb
to as many as 5 million people dropping
out of the ACA market by the end of
this year alone. This isn’t surprising
given that the last year represented
the highest increase in deductibles
ever.

Many Americans have shared their
stories about how they cannot afford to
take on the rising premiums, and my
colleagues choose instead to prioritize
nonsense legislation and policies that
do nothing to address real problems.

Mr. Speaker, more people will die
younger or put off preventative health
visits if they do not have access to af-
fordable healthcare. If we will not ad-
dress America’s healthcare situation
head-on, then let those of us who are
willing to address the situation take
action.

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. MORRISON of Minnesota was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)
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Ms. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of June as Na-
tional Gun Violence Awareness Month.

As one Minnesotan wrote: “I am
standing up for our children because we
are adults. It is our responsibility to
make them feel safe.”

I have a stack of notes here from
hundreds of Minnesotans who came to-
gether after the mass shooting at An-
nunciation Catholic School, demanding
action; calling for commonsense re-
forms; expressing their grief, anguish,
and frustration; and begging for their
elected leaders to do something—any-
thing—to respond to the tragedy that
left an 8-year-old and a 10-year-old
dead, hundreds more forever trauma-
tized, and a community reeling.

What are we doing if we are not lis-
tening to the American people and not
protecting our children? We need to lis-
ten to the American people. We need to
act to keep our children safe. We need
to ban assault weapons, bump stocks,
and high-capacity magazine sales, get
weapons of war off of our streets, in-
vest in addressing our Nation’s mental
health crisis, and the list goes on.

There won’t be one policy alone that
will end this public health crisis, but
what we can’t do is nothing. There are
so many steps that we could take im-
mediately. Gun violence is an epidemic
that has stained our country, and we
are going in the wrong direction.

As our country faces hundreds of
mass shootings every year, more mass
shootings than any country on the face
of the planet, the Trump administra-
tion is taking an ax to our Nation’s
gun safety laws and doing the dirty
work of the big gun lobby, rolling back
dozens of Federal safety regulations,
making it easier for criminals to buy
and ship guns, cutting funding, and
abandoning critical gun violence pre-
vention programs that keep our com-
munities safe. They are doubling down
on the number one Killer of children in
the United States of America.

Gun violence is preventable. Our chil-
dren deserve to be our priority. They
deserve to feel safe. They deserve
adults who will act.

Every day we are here in Congress,
we are creating the world that our chil-
dren will inherit. We should be creating
a world where children feel safe at
school, where they can be healthy and
thrive, not where they live in fear and
see adults refusing to protect them.

Mr. Speaker, I want to share some
examples of what Minnesotans wrote:

“My students should not have to
worry about being killed at school.”

“I shouldn’t have to worry about if
my kids are safe at their school and
daycare.”

“My grandchildren go to school every
day, and I worry they will be victims.
I also am devastated they will live
their school lives in fear.”

This is tragic. This is heartbreaking,
and this is preventable. It doesn’t have
to be this way. We don’t have to live
like this.

We could choose to take steps to
make our children and our commu-
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nities safer. We could create a world
with far less gun violence, where people
don’t live in fear of it, if only Congress
had the courage to act.

———
0 1045

HONORING LIVES LOST IN SANDY,
OREGON, TRAGEDY

(Ms. DEXTER of Oregon was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the lives lost in a horrific, sense-
less act of violence that took place in
Sandy, Oregon, on May 31, 2026.

This is an ongoing investigation.
More information will continue to
come out in the days and weeks to
come, but what we do know is that the
Sandy Police Department responded to
a domestic violence call that escalated
into a deadly shooting that claimed the

lives of 37-year-old Jenna Mary
Overson, 70-year-old Mary Beth
Overson, and 16-year-old Kobyn

McClure, and left the entire commu-
nity fearing for their lives and shel-
tering in place.

This horrific tragedy has left family,
friends, and our entire community
grieving from an unimaginable loss and
shaken from, once again, senseless vio-
lence.

What has stayed with me this week,
as our community has begun to process
this tragedy, is Kobyn McClure’s cour-
age, which deserves to be known far be-
yond Sandy.

Kobyn was a kind, respectful, and
compassionate young man who stepped
forward to protect young children in
the face of unimaginable fear and dan-
ger. Loved ones and community mem-
bers have shared that his actions dur-
ing this tragedy helped save the lives
of children caught in the middle of this
violence.

Though only 16 years old, Kobyn
demonstrated a level of bravery and
selflessness that many aspire to
throughout their entire lives. His ac-
tions reflected the very best of our
shared values: courage, sacrifice, and a
commitment to protecting others, a
commitment that Congress would be
well to follow.

Kobyn’s family, friends, classmates,
and neighbors remember him as a
young man with a bright future, gen-
erous spirit, and heart for others. His
legacy will endure through the lives
touched and the example he has set for
us all.

Jenna Mary Overson was a devoted
mother remembered by her friends for
her generosity, kindness, and unwaver-
ing commitment to her children and
loved ones. Her loss leaves an immeas-
urable, unimaginable void in the lives
of those who knew her.

Mary Beth Overson was a beloved
mother, grandmother, and friend,
whose family and community now
mourn a loss that cannot be measured.

Amid this tragedy, we are reminded
of the extraordinary dedication of our
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law enforcement officers and first re-
sponders. Members of the Sandy Police
Department, the Clackamas County
Sheriff’s Office, medical personnel, and
assisting agencies responded swiftly to
a dangerous and evolving situation.
One Sandy police officer, Sergeant Gar-
rett Thornton, was seriously wounded
multiple times by gunshots while re-
sponding to protect others and con-
front the threat.

We are grateful for the bravery and
professionalism demonstrated by every
officer, deputy, firefighter, paramedic,
and emergency responder who put
themselves in harm’s way to protect
the people of Sandy.

The Sandy community has shown re-
markable strength in the days since.
Neighbors have come together to
grieve, heal, and stand beside one an-
other. Sandy is showing us and the
whole country what it looks like to
hold together through the unthinkable.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the memory of Jenna Mary
Overson, Mary Beth Overson, and
Kobyn McClure by recognizing Kobyn’s
extraordinary heroism, thanking the
first responders who put themselves in
harm’s way, and Kkeeping the entire
Sandy community in our hearts as
they continue to heal.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 48
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EVANS of Colorado) at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Call us together, O God, into the em-
brace of Your everlasting arms. Who-
ever we are, whatever we bring with us,
hold us near to You that You would, in
Your mercy, forgive our shortcomings
and, in Your all-sufficient grace, mend
our imperfections.

And even as You work within us indi-
vidually, move among us as a body. As
we come together, we bring with us a
multitude of concerns, the best and the
worst of intentions, and the full spec-
trum of desired outcomes. Take the
breadth of our disparate perspectives
and competing agendas and make us
see that our mutual goal should always
be for the building up of this body and
the betterment of the Nation we serve.

Move Your spirit over the waters of
our discord. You, who are the author
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