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States shall convey all ownership interests of
the United States in all buildings, structures,
improvements, and appurtenances located with-
in Tract 1 described in subsection (d)(1), to the
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, to own in fee.

(i) GAMING PROHIBITION.—The land taken
into trust under subsection (c) shall not be used
for any class II gaming or class III gaming
under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (as
those terms are defined in section 4 of that Act
(25 U.S.C. 2703)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to add extraneous material
on H.R. 6162, the bill now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may as-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support H.R.
6162, the Albuquerque Indian School
Act of 2025. This legislation conveys
approximately 9.89 acres of Federal
land in Albuquerque, New Mexico, to
the Department of the Interior to be
held in trust for the 19 pueblos of New
Mexico. The land is currently owned by
the General Services Administration.

The transfer includes three tracts
formerly used by the Albuquerque In-
dian School, which operated for a cen-
tury, from 1881 to 1981. Those tracts re-
main historically and culturally sig-
nificant to the 19 pueblos.

H.R. 6162 requires the 19 pueblos to
use the transferred land for edu-
cational and cultural purposes, as well
as economic development. The legisla-
tion has received wide support from the
All Pueblo Council of Governors, the
Albuquerque City Council, the Greater
Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce,
and various local officials. It also in-
cludes a prohibition on gaming, subject
to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, it is always a good day
when New Mexico is in the House, and
we are in the House today with the In-
dian Pueblo Cultural Center, which is
why I am so honored to be able to
speak about my legislation supported
by the entire New Mexico delegation,
H.R. 6162, which is the Albuquerque In-
dian School Act.

Back home in New Mexico, the In-
dian Pueblo Cultural Center is a place
for community, culture, language,
celebration, education, and economic
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development for our 19 pueblos right in
the heart of my hometown in Albu-
querque.

What is now the nationally recog-
nized Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
was once the Albuquerque Indian
School, which was established as an In-
dian boarding school in the 1880s. Al-
though the school operated through
1981, Congress began efforts to return
the property to New Mexico’s 19 pueb-
los in 1969, and the center was reopened
as a cultural center in 1976. Since then,
Congress has passed a number of bills
to place this land into trust for the
benefit of the pueblos.

H.R. 6162 continues this important
work, and this bill will transfer 9.89
acres of land that was historically a
part of the former Albuquerque Indian
School from the GSA to the Depart-
ment of the Interior so that it can be
taken into trust for the benefit of our
19 pueblos who helped to govern the In-
dian Pueblo Cultural Center.
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The IPCC campus serves as a vibrant
gathering place, where Pueblo culture
is celebrated through community
events, educational experiences, the
arts, and economic opportunities for
Pueblo and local economic develop-
ment.

This property is managed by the All
Pueblo Council of Governors and New
Mexico’s 19 sovereign Pueblos. This
council traces its origins back to be-
fore 1598 and is one of the oldest, con-
tinuous intertribal governing organiza-
tions in North America today. It serves
as a collective voice for the Pueblo na-
tions. Through leadership, advocacy,
and cultural stewardship, the council
works to protect Tribal sovereignty
and advance the shared priorities of
our Pueblo communities.

Under the leadership and dedication
of the Pueblos, a site that was once
marked by trauma and cultural loss
has been transformed into a place of re-
newal, resilience, and investment in
Tribal communities. Since its opening
in 1976, the IPCC has served as a living
hub for Pueblo languages, art, culture,
dance, storytelling, and empowerment
of our Pueblo communities, right in
the heart of our city, as thousands of
visitors from all over the world come
every year to visit.

We invite everyone across the coun-
try and the world to come visit and to
join us in celebrating Pueblo culture.
The center serves as a home not only
to the thriving communities of our
New Mexico Pueblo communities but
also as a place for education. It is home
to regional BIE and BIA offices; trib-
ally run businesses; a Native-run char-
ter school; and a meeting space, of
course, for the All Pueblo Council of
Governors.

Mr. Speaker, passing H.R. 6162 will
allow the IPCC to continue to expand
its work to promote cultural preserva-
tion, economic opportunity, commu-
nity development, and economic devel-
opment, while honoring the history,
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traditions, and enduring strength of
the 19 Pueblos. It also represents an-
other step in restoring Tribal steward-
ship over ancestral lands and ensuring
that this historic site continues to
serve future generations in New Mex-
ico.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass this legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
6162 furthers the 19 Pueblos’ efforts to
consolidate parcels of land related to
the former Albuquerque Indian School,
which holds significant cultural and
historical value. I commend my col-
league, the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. STANSBURY), for her work
on behalf of her constituents.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6162, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD PROTEC-
TION PROGRAM AMENDMENTS
ACT OF 2026

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 7618) to amend title 54,
United States Code, to modify certain
cost-sharing requirements for grant
programs under the American Battle-
field Protection Program, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7618

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Battlefield Protection Program Amendments
Act of 2026”.

SEC. 2. AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD PROTECTION
PROGRAM GRANT PROGRAMS.

(a) REAUTHORIZATION OF BATTLEFIELD AC-
QUISITION GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 308103(f)
of title 54, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘2028’ and inserting ¢‘2036’.

(b) BATTLEFIELD INTERPRETATION MOD-
ERNIZATION GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 308104
of title 54, United States Code, is amended by
striking subsection (d).

(¢) BATTLEFIELD RESTORATION GRANT PRO-
GRAM.—Section 308105 of title 54, United
States Code, is amended by striking sub-
section (e) and inserting the following:

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to provide grants under section
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308104 and this section $2,000,000 for each fis-

cal year through fiscal year 2036.”’.

SEC. 3. FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR AND MEXICAN-
AMERICAN WAR SITES STUDIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations made in advance for
such purpose, the Secretary of the Interior
(acting through the Director of the National
Park Service) (referred to in this section as
the ‘‘Secretary’’), shall prepare or certify,
pursuant to subsection (b), studies of sites
and structures located in the United States
that are thematically tied with nationally
significant events that occurred during—

(1) the French and Indian War from 1754-
1763; and

(2) the Mexican-American War from 1846-—
1848.

(b) PREPARATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The studies under sub-
section (a) may be carried out—

(A) by the Secretary, in consultation with
affected States, Indian Tribes, local govern-
ments, the American Battlefield Trust, his-
toric preservation organizations, and any
other interested individuals or entities, as
determined by the Secretary; or

(B) by interested individuals or entities, if
the Secretary certifies that the completed
study meets the requirements of subsection
(c).

(2) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 1 year
after receiving a study carried out by inter-
ested individuals or entities under sub-
section (b)(1)(B), the Secretary shall review
and certify whether the study meets the re-
quirements of subsection (c).

(c) CONTENTS.—The studies prepared under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) identify French and Indian War and
Mexican-American War sites, respectively,
located within the United States;

(2) determine the relative significance of
the identified sites;

(3) assess short- and long-term threats to
the integrity of the identified sites; and

(4) provide alternatives for the preserva-
tion and interpretation of the identified sites
by the Federal Government, State, local, and
Tribal governments, or other public or pri-
vate entities, including potential designa-
tion of the identified sites as units of the Na-
tional Park System, as appropriate.

(d) CONSIDERATION OF PREVIOUS STUDIES
AND REPORTS.—In preparing the studies
under subsection (b)(1), the Secretary shall
consider and may include information from
previous studies and reports relating to
French and Indian War or Mexican-American
War historic sites prepared by the National
Park Service, the American Battlefield
Trust, or other historic preservation organi-
zations, as appropriate.

(e) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—

(1) STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY THE SEC-
RETARY.—With respect to studies carried out
by the Secretary in accordance with sub-
section (b)(1)(A), the Secretary shall submit
such studies to the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives
and Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate not later than 2 years
after the date on which funds are made avail-
able to carry out such studies.

(2) STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY OTHER INTER-
ESTED PARTIES.—With respect to studies car-
ried out by interested individuals or entities
in accordance with subsection (b)(1)(B), the
Secretary shall submit such studies to the
Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate
not later than 180 days after the date on
which the Secretary certifies under sub-
section (b)(2) that the studies meet the re-
quirements of subsection (c).

(3) BATTLEFIELD REPORT DEFINITION CLARI-
FICATION.—A study submitted under this sub-
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section shall be deemed to be a document in-
cluded in the definition of ‘‘Battlefield Re-
ports” in section 308101 of title 54, United
States Code.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 7618,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7618, the American Battlefield Protec-
tion Program Amendments Act of 2026,
introduced by Representative KIGGANS.

America’s battlefields are more than
just parks. They are hallowed grounds
that tell a story of our Nation’s strug-
gles, triumphs, and defining moments.
They are the places where ordinary
people made extraordinary sacrifices in
defense of liberty, self-government, and
the ideals that continue to define us
today.

As the settings of battles spanning
from the Revolutionary War to the
Civil War, these historic sites serve as
living classrooms that continue to
teach generations of Americans about
the conflicts that forged our great Na-
tion, but many of these places are
being lost.

Today, the majority of Revolu-
tionary War and War of 1812 battle-
fields no longer retain significant land
from the period of battle, and more
than 20 percent of Civil War battle-
fields have been lost altogether. That
is why 30 years ago, Congress created
the American Battlefield Protection
Program to help protect and restore
historic battlefields through public-pri-
vate partnerships, and the numbers
speak for themselves. Since its incep-
tion, this program has helped to pro-
tect more than 100 battlefields in 42
States and conserve battlefield lands at
110 battlefield sites in 19 States.

Representative KIGGANS’ bipartisan
legislation keeps that momentum
going, fittingly, during our Nation’s
semiquincentennial year. Her legisla-
tion reauthorizes and strengthens this
successful program through 2036 and
streamlines the program by consoli-
dating separate authorizations for the
restoration and interpretation mod-
ernization grant programs into a sin-
gle, unified authorization.

This legislation also directs the Na-
tional Park Service to study sites asso-
ciated with the French and Indian War
and the Mexican-American War, two
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important conflicts that helped to
shaped our Nation’s history but which
are not currently included in the pro-
gram.

This is a targeted bill. It doesn’t cre-
ate a new program or expand Federal
control. Rather, it builds onto some-
thing that already works and makes it
better.

It also comes at the right time. In
this year of America’s 250th anniver-
sary, there is growing interest in mak-
ing sure that we take stock of our Na-
tion’s history, not just through books
but on the ground, where people can
see and experience it.

From Gettysburg and Vicksburg to
Manassas and beyond, H.R. 7618 ensures
that we are able to appreciate the
places where American history was
made and that future generations will
be able to experience these hallowed
grounds firsthand for America’s next
250 years.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 7618, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, for over three decades,
the American Battlefield Protection
Program has been instrumental in sav-
ing sites from the Revolutionary War,
The War of 1812, and the Civil War.
H.R. 7618 would build on that legacy by
reauthorizing the program for another
7 years, beyond the current expiration
through fiscal year 2036, at the existing
authorization level of $20 million per
annum.

This bill would also streamline the
program by combining funding for in-
terpretation grants and restoration
grants into a single $2 million author-
ization. This is a smart technical im-
provement to how we provide support
for State, local, and nonprofit partners
who work to protect these lands.

Since history does not start and stop
with just these three conflicts, the leg-
islation rightly directs the Secretary
of the Interior to prepare resource
studies for sites from the French and
Indian War and the Mexican-American
War, two pivotal eras currently ineli-
gible for these specific grants, laying
the groundwork to protect even more
of our shared heritage.

Preserving our history is a bipartisan
obligation, so I thank Representative
SETH MAGAZINER for his leadership on
the Democratic side in bringing this
bill forward, along with our colleagues
across the aisle. As we celebrate
America250 this year, preserving the
physical landscapes of our past has
never been more vital.

Our battlegrounds are living class-
rooms. Protecting these sacred grounds
ensures historical accuracy, allowing
future generations to walk where our
forebearers fought, sacrificed, and dem-
onstrated the true cost of our free-
doms.

Bills like this one show the impor-
tance of bipartisan unity. It is so im-
portant that we not allow partisanship
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to destroy this historic moment. We
must work together to safeguard the
unvarnished truth of our history.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 7618, honoring our past
and ensuring that our history remains
intact for the next 250 years, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Virginia (Mrs. KIGGANS), the lead
sponsor of this bill.

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of my
bill, H.R. 7618, the American Battle-
field Protection Program Amendments
Act of 2026.

I thank Chairman WESTERMAN,
Chairman TIFFANY, and my bipartisan
colleague, Congressman SETH MAG-
AZINER, for their support of this impor-
tant legislation.

America’s battlefields are more than
historic sites. They are outdoor class-
rooms, living memorials, and sacred
grounds where generations of Ameri-
cans fought and sacrificed for our great
Nation. Yet, many of these irreplace-
able landmarks remain threatened by
development and the passage of time.

H.R. 7618 reauthorizes the American
Battlefield Protection Program
through fiscal year 2036, streamlines
and improves the flexibility of existing
battlefield interpretation and restora-
tion grants, and directs the National
Park Service to evaluate significant
sites associated with the French and
Indian War and the Mexican-American
War to help inform future preservation
efforts. These changes will help ensure
future generations can learn from and
experience the places where our Na-
tion’s history was made.

As we approach the 250th anniversary
of the United States, preserving these
hallowed grounds is one of the most
meaningful ways we can honor the
Americans who came before us and
pass their stories on to those who will
follow.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan legislation.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, Rep-
resentative KIGGANS’ bill is a practical
step to keep a proven program working
and to prevent further loss of historic
battlefields across America.

We are not creating something new.
We are building on a program with a
track record of success so that it can
continue to deliver results. If we do not
act, more of these hallowed grounds
will be lost to time. This bill ensures
that those landscapes are conserved
and able to tell the full story of our
Nation for generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7618, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
LICENSE TO DRILL ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 7831) to amend the Mineral
Leasing Act to extend the period of
time during which the Secretary of the
Interior is required to collect a fee for
each new application for a permit to
drill, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7831

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘License to

Drill Act”.

SEC. 2. BLM OIL AND GAS PERMIT PROCESSING
FEE.

Section 35(d) of the Mineral Leasing Act
(30 U.S.C. 191(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘2026’ and
inserting ‘2037’;

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Of the fees collected under
this subsection for a fiscal year, the’’ and in-
serting ‘“The’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘transfer—’ and all that
follows through ‘‘the Fund” and inserting
“‘transfer, for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2037, all of the fees collected under
this subsection for each such fiscal year to
the BLM Permit Processing Improvement
Fund”’; and

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘2026’ and
inserting ‘‘2037"°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
add extraneous material on H.R. 7831,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7831, the License to Drill Act,
sponsored by Representative KENNEDY
of Utah.
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Since its creation under the Energy
Policy Act of 2005, the Permit Proc-
essing Improvement Fund, or PPIF,
has been a critical tool for the Bureau
of Land Management. Congress created
this program to provide BLM with the
resources necessary to process Applica-
tions for Permits to Drill, or APDs, in
a timely manner. To support that ef-
fort, Congress authorized an APD ap-
plication fee to help fund the PPIF and
reduce permitting delays.

Over the years, BLM has relied on
the PPIF to ensure APDs are processed
consistently and efficiently. While past
administrations have not always main-
tained a satisfactory APD approval
record, the PPIF has served as a reli-
able backstop, helping maintain con-
tinuity and staffing at BLM field of-
fices.

Under President Trump, Secretary
Burgum’s Department of the Interior
has approved 63.7 percent more Federal
and Indian drilling permits than the
previous administration had approved
during an equivalent period of time in
office. In fact, President Trump’s BLM
has approved 6,027 new oil and gas per-
mits and more APDs than any other
year over the past 15 years.

Just last month, the Department of
the Interior generated over $4 billion in
total receipts from a BLM oil and gas
lease sale in New Mexico and Texas
under the Working Families Tax Cut
Act. That is four times the previous
record. This commendable performance
demonstrates strong demand for do-
mestic energy production on Federal
lands, the Trump administration’s suc-
cess in unleashing American energy,
and House Republicans’ commitment
to responsible management of our nat-
ural resources and lowering American
energy prices.

H.R. 7831 reauthorizes the APD fee
program. The fees, which are paid when
submitting an application to drill, are
deposited into the PPIF and used by
the BLM to support application review
and permitting activities. Since the
implementation of these fees, opera-
tors and industry stakeholders have
observed more reliable and timely per-
mit approvals, prompting their strong
support for the fees as good policy.

H.R. 7831 takes an important step to-
ward maintaining a predictable, effi-
cient, and durable permitting frame-
work for oil and natural gas develop-
ment on Federal lands. Reauthorizing
fees for oil and gas drilling permits will
help ensure that BLM has the re-
sources necessary to process the per-
mits needed to unleash American en-
ergy.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
supporting H.R. 7831, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 7831, the License to
Drill Act.

This bill would reauthorize a com-
monsense permitting program, allow-
ing the Bureau of Land Management to
continue collecting fees with applica-
tions for permits to drill oil and gas
wells.
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