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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

FLORIDA SAFE SEAS ACT OF 2025

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3831) to amend the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act to prohibit feeding
sharks in the exclusive economic zone
off the State of Florida.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3831

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Florida Safe

Seas Act of 2025,

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON FEEDING SHARKS IN EX-
CLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OFF
STATE OF FLORIDA.

Section 317 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1866) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘the State’” and inserting
“the States’; and

(2) by inserting ‘‘and Florida’’ after ‘‘Ha-
waii”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3831,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3831, the Florida Safe Seas Act of 2025,
sponsored by Representative WEBSTER
of Florida.

In recent years, shark populations
have exploded in our waters. In Flor-
ida, this has posed considerable safety
concerns, especially for those partici-
pating in the State’s commercial and
recreational fishing sectors, as well as
in other recreational activities on or
near the ocean.

To address this issue, Florida enacted
a ban more than two decades ago on
feeding sharks while diving and snor-
keling in State waters. While this ban
has been effective in State waters,
threats still exist in Federal waters.
H.R. 3831 extends the existing State
ban on shark feeding to Federal waters,
aligning State and Federal policies.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tive WEBSTER for his leadership on this
important issue for the State of Flor-
ida, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3831 amends the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act to prohibit
the feeding of sharks within the exclu-
sive economic zone surrounding Flor-
ida. Currently, the Magnuson-Stevens
Act only bans shark feeding in Federal
waters around Hawaii and the U.S. ter-
ritories.

Feeding sharks can alter their nat-
ural behavior by creating an associa-
tion between humans and food sources.
This behavioral conditioning may in-
crease the risk of human-shark inter-
actions, placing both people and sharks
in danger. These changes in behavior
can also disrupt the balance of marine
ecosystems overall.

The increased risk of negative human
and shark interactions is bad for the
economy, too. It harms ecotourism and
recreation, which is a multibillion-dol-
lar industry that fuels coastal towns.

In addition, the fishing community is
increasingly concerned that shark
feeding encourages depredation, which
is the partial or complete removal of a
hooked fish from an angler’s line by a
shark.

NOAA Fisheries has noted that one of
the reasons shark depredations have
increased is that sharks are able to
identify boats as an easy source of
food.

Florida State law already prohibits
the feeding of sharks in State waters.
This amendment would expand that
ban to Florida’s adjacent Federal
waters, creating continuity and a cohe-
sive approach to protecting the coast,
supporting a strong coastal economy,
safeguarding those who rely on these
waters for work and recreation, and
preserving Florida’s cherished marine
life.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting H.R. 3831, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will improve
administrative efficiency and enhance
the safety of the ocean-going public by
aligning State and Federal regulations.
Congressman WEBSTER’s legislation is
just the latest of several different bills
that our committee has advanced to
address issues related to shark depre-
dation, which was exacerbated when
Congress enacted the Shark Fin Sales
Elimination Act of 2021. I thank Mr.
WEBSTER for his work on advancing
this important issue.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3831.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

FUTURE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CA-
TAWBA INDIAN TRIBE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4463) to amend the Catawba
Indian Tribe of South Carolina Land
Claims Settlement Act of 1993.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4463

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FUTURE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CA-
TAWBA INDIAN TRIBE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA.

Subsection (d) of section 7 of the Catawba
Indian Tribe of South Carolina Land Claims
Settlement Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-116),
is amended by striking ‘‘; however, in no
event may an individual be enrolled as a
tribal member unless the individual is a lin-
eal descendant of a person on the final base
membership roll and has continued to main-
tain political relations with the Tribe’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
add extraneous material on H.R. 4463,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4463, introduced by
Representative NORMAN of South Caro-
lina, amends the Catawba Indian Tribe
of South Carolina land Claims Settle-
ment Act of 1993 to remove Federal re-
strictions on future membership in the
Catawba Indian Nation.

This is a straightforward Tribal sov-
ereignty bill. In 1993, Congress passed
the Catawba settlement act. That stat-
ute restored the Catawba Indian Na-
tion’s Federal recognition, resolved its
land claims, and set out several rules
for the Tribe in Federal law.

The law also did something unusual.
It put future membership rules for the
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Catawba Indian Nation directly into
Federal statute. In practical terms,
Congress, not the Tribe, set the re-
quirements for who could be a Tribal
member going forward.

H.R. 4463 restores sovereignty to the
Tribe. It removes Federal membership
restrictions and allows the Catawba In-
dian Nation to determine its own mem-
bership under its own constitution and
governing processes.

That is how this should work. Decid-
ing who belongs to a Tribe is one of the
most basic parts of Tribal self-govern-
ment. It should be handled by the Tribe
through its own laws, not locked into
Federal law by Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Mr. NORMAN
for his work on this important bill. I
support H.R. 4463, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4463, which would respect the principles
of self-determination and self-govern-
ance by restoring the Catawba Indian
Nation’s right to determine their own
citizenship criteria.

Congress enacted the Catawba Indian
Tribe of South Carolina land Claims
Settlement Act in 1993 to resolve the
Nation’s longstanding land claims and
provide for monetary settlement funds.
The act included a restrictive provision
that limited the Nation’s enrollment to
individuals who could demonstrate
both lineal descent from the 1962 final
roll and a maintained political rela-
tionship with the Tribe.

While the intention of this require-
ment was to determine eligibility for
settlement distributions, which have
long been completed, it has had fur-
ther-reaching implications for the
Tribe’s ability to enroll its own mem-
bers.

H.R. 4463 is a simple but meaningful
fix to remove this restriction so that
the Nation can determine their own
citizenship criteria.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes,” and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time. I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4463 is a narrow,
commonsense bill. It removes a unique
Federal restriction on the Catawba In-
dian Nation and returns future mem-
bership decisions to the Tribe’s own
constitution and governing processes.

Membership is a core part of Tribal
self-government. This bill respects that
principle.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
NORMAN for his leadership. I urge pas-
sage of H.R. 4463, and I yield back the
balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4463.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CRYSTAL RESERVOIR
CONVEYANCE ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5911) to direct the Secretary
of Agriculture to convey to the City of
Ouray, Colorado, certain land managed
by the Forest Service, together with a
reservoir, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5911

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Crystal Res-
ervoir Conveyance Act’’.

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF FEDERAL LAND TO
OURAY, COLORADO.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) City.—The term ““City’’ means the City of
Ouray, Colorado.

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘“‘Federal land’’
means—

(A) the site known as ““‘Crystal Reservoir’ in
Ouray County, Colorado, including—

(i) the lake associated with that reservoir;

(ii) Full Moon Dam and associated facilities,
including the spillway and outlet;

(iii) Full Moon Ditch and Reservoir Number
10; and

(iv) all infrastructure associated with the res-
ervoir; and

(B) the parcel comprising approximately 45
acres of land underlying and surrounding Crys-
tal Reservoir, as depicted on the Map, managed
by the Forest Service as necessary for access for
repair, operation, and maintenance of Crystal
Reservoir and the features described in clauses
(i) through (iv) of subparagraph (A).

(3) MAP.—The term ‘“‘Map’ means the map
prepared by the Forest Service entitled ‘‘Crystal
Reservoir Conveyance’ and dated June 23, 2025.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service.

(b) CONVEYANCE.—AS soon as practicable after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall convey to the City—

(1) except as otherwise provided in this Act,
all right, title, and interest of the United States
in and to the Federal land; and

(2) all right, title and interest of the United
States in and to any water rights held for use
on, appurtenant to, or otherwise associated with
the Federal land, including the Full Moon Ditch
and Reservoir Number 10 water rights described
in the decree of the State of Colorado in Civil
Action No. 1959, dated May 11, 1942.

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—The conveyance under
subsection (b) shall—

(1) convey fee simple title to the Federal land;

(2) be subject to—

(A) valid existing rights;

(B) the reservation to the United States, in the
deed conveying the Federal land, of easements
for each road, trail, and trailhead in existence
on the date of the conveyance, together with
such additional rights as are reasonably nec-
essary for access, administration, operation,
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maintenance, repair, and replacement of those
improvements; and

(C) the reversionary interest described in sub-
section (e)(3); and

(3) except as provided in subsection (d)(2), be
completed at no cost to the City.

(d) CoSTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the Secretary shall pay all costs asso-
ciated with the conveyance under subsection
(b).
(2) SURVEY.—The City shall pay all costs asso-
ciated with any surveys conducted for the pur-
pose of accomplishing the conveyance under
subsection (b).

(e) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of the con-
veyance of the Federal land under subsection
(b), the City shall agree—

(A) effective beginning on the date of the con-
veyance, to assume responsibility for the costs of
all repairs, operations, maintenance, replace-
ment, rehabilitation, and regulatory compliance
relating to Full Moon Dam and related infra-
structure, including Full Moon Ditch and Res-
ervoir Number 10;

(B) to maintain the Federal land in perpetuity
as open space, to be held open—

(i) for public access for recreational activities,
including fishing, except as reasonably nec-
essary for public safety, resource protection,
emergency response, or the operation, mainte-
nance, repair, replacement, or rehabilitation of
Full Moon Dam, Crystal Reservoir, or related
infrastructure; and

(ii) nmot subject to any fee for recreational ac-
cess;

(C) not to conduct on the Federal land any
development, commercial operations, or con-
struction, other than as meeded for the oper-
ation, maintenance, repair, replacement, reha-
bilitation, public safety, and regulatory compli-
ance for dam safety of Full Moon Dam, Crystal
Reservoir, and related infrastructure, including
Full Moon Ditch and Reservoir Number 10; and

(D) mot to expand the surface footprint of
Crystal Reservoir at normal operating levels (as
depicted on the Map) in a manner that would
flood, impair, or harm any wetlands located up-
stream of the Federal land, subject to the condi-
tion that deepening Crystal Reservoir in a man-
ner consistent with the water rights of the City
shall otherwise be allowed.

(2) NECESSARY ACTION AGREEMENT.—The con-
veyance under subsection (b) shall be made sub-
ject to terms agreed to by the Secretary and the
City that authorize the City to take such action
on the easements described in subsection
(c)(2)(B) as the City determines is reasonable
and necessary for—

(A) public safety;

(B) emergency response; or

(C) the operation, maintenance, repair, re-
placement, or rehabilitation by the City of Full
Moon Dam, Crystal Reservoir, or related infra-
structure.

(3) OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The con-
veyance under subsection (b) shall be subject to
such other terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

(4) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—

(A) WRITTEN NOTICE.—If the Federal land
conveyed under subsection (b) ceases to be used
in accordance with the terms and conditions
under this subsection the Secretary shall submit
to the City written notice with respect to such
use.

(B) REVERSION.—After the 90-day period be-
ginning on the date written notice is submitted
to the City under subparagraph (A), if the Fed-
eral land conveyed under subsection (b) con-
tinues to be used in a manner not in accordance
with the terms and conditions under this sub-
section during such period, the Federal land
shall revert to the United States, at the discre-
tion of the Secretary, if the Secretary determines
that reversion is in the best interest of the
United States.
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