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RECOGNIZING GRIFF LYNCH

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. CARTER of
Georgia was recognized for 30 minutes.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Griff
Lynch for his outstanding service as
president and CEO of the Georgia Ports
Authority.

For more than a decade, Mr. Lynch
has led Georgia’s ports through his-
toric growth.

Under his leadership, the Port of Sa-
vannah has become the Nation’s busi-
est cargo hub outside of Los Angeles
and New York.

The authority also put more than $4
billion into infrastructure improve-
ments during Mr. Lynch’s tenure.
These investments have strengthened
our supply chain, supported thousands
of jobs, and expanded economic oppor-
tunities across our great State.

Mr. Lynch has announced he will re-
tire in August of 2027 after years of
dedicated service to Georgia.

We thank him for his strong leader-
ship and lasting impact on our State’s
economy. I am confident the company
will see continued success as we wel-
come Kevin Price who will begin serv-
ing as president this July and will suc-
ceed Mr. Lynch as CEO.

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF TED TURNER

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and the legacy of Ted Turner, the
founder of CNN and a former Savannah
resident.

Mr. Turner passed away on May 6
after a battle with Lewy body demen-
tia.

He was a trailblazer in many fields,
including media and sports. He founded
CNN and grew it from a little-known
cable news network to the media giant
that it is today.

He also bought the Atlanta Braves, a
Major League Baseball team, and
broadcast them nationally, making
them America’s team to many across
the country.

His vision turned the Braves into a
dominant force in the nineties, culmi-
nating in a World Series title in 1995.

His contribution to the State of
Georgia and the Nation has left a leg-
acy that will never be forgotten.
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RECOGNIZING MICHAEL ALEXANDER

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mi-
chael Alexander, who is retiring from
King & Prince Seafood after 15 years of
leadership.

Under Michael’s leadership, King &
Prince has earned multiple prestigious
awards for their quality of food service.
K&P is a major contributor to our
coastal economy in southeast Georgia
and, for the past century, has been part
of the Brunswick community.

Beyond seafood, K&P has launched
its Be the Difference campaign that
has raised hundreds of thousands of
dollars to support people in the com-
munity.
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The company matches employee do-
nations to boost giving for people in
need. Michael has presided over signifi-
cant growth for the company and has
given back to the Brunswick commu-
nity in a big way.

We thank him for his work and wish
him well in the future.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MARK ROBERTSON

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and the memory of Mark Robertson,
whom I recognized on the House floor
recently last September. Sadly, Mr.
Robertson tragically passed away last
month after a battle with pancreatic
cancer.

He retired in July of last year after a
long career behind the microphone at
97.8 radio, becoming one of the most
recognizable media figures in the area.
Mr. Robertson began his career at 97.8
in 1977 and was a beloved voice on the
air.

Mark was a generous and philan-
thropic man who raised over $1 million
for his annual Christmas Wish cam-
paign, providing Christmas gifts for
families dealing with cancer.

His passing is a loss to the Savannah
community, and his memory will never
be forgotten.

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEMETRIA BLOUNT

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and the legacy of Demetria Blount,
who passed away on April 30 in a tragic
accident.

From 2000 to 2004, she proudly served
her country in the Marine Corps during
Operation Iraqi Freedom, dem-
onstrating her courage and unwavering
commitment to the U.S. and to those
around her.

Demetria was a small business owner
and licensed massage therapist, a tes-
tament to her care for others in all as-
pects of her life.

In 2023, she faced significant health
challenges yet still completed a 5K
walk. She was a resilient woman with
a fighting spirit.

I am praying for her friends and fam-
ily as they carry her legacy of love and

strength.
RECOGNIZING UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA MOCK
TRIAL TEAM
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam

Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
University of Georgia Mock Trial
team, which, for the first time, placed
first at the American Mock Trial Asso-
ciation competition.

Overcoming many difficulties, in-
cluding financial obstacles, these bril-
liant minds embodied the best of the
Bulldog spirit.

No one wanted it more than these
students. They organized and funded
their team entirely on their own.

These are the valuable lessons
learned from faculty and friends at the
University of Georgia, a place I was
fortunate to attend. If you put in the
work, trust that success will follow.

Stories like these give me the utmost
faith in our younger generations as we
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entrust them with the responsibility of
carrying our communities and country
into the future.

Congratulations to the University of
Georgia Mock Trial team on their tre-
mendous success, and go Dawgs.

RECOGNIZING ADAMS DRUGSTORE

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Adams Drugstore in Cordele, Georgia,
which is celebrating its 75th anniver-
sary.

As a pharmacist myself, I am very
proud to recognize this thriving small
business. Adams Drugstore is a full-
service pharmacy that has proudly
served the Cordele and Crisp County
community for decades and plans to
continue to do so for many more.

With thousands of satisfied patients,
their motto, Experience the Difference,
truly embodies the service they provide
to the community.

Local pharmacies like Adams Drug-
store are the cornerstone of their com-
munities, providing not just medica-
tions but also trusted care, personal re-
lationships, and essential access to
healthcare for families in rural areas
like so many in Georgia.

Congratulations to Adams Drugstore
for this momentous accomplishment.
Cordele, Georgia, is truly blessed to
have such a dedicated small business
serving its pharmaceutical needs.

HONORING EMORY UNIVERSITY NURSING

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Emory University’s Nell Hodgson
Woodruff School of Nursing.

Their master’s degree program has
now been ranked number one in the
Nation for 4 straight years by the U.S.
News & World Report ranking.

Emory’s bachelor and doctoral pro-
grams have also earned second in the
Nation, having maintained a top 10
placement over the last several years
across a ranking of over 200 schools.

The Woodruff School of Nursing
maintains a large research program,
collaborating with several Atlanta area
hospitals to further this effort.

The quality of Emory’s nursing pro-
grams prepares students for out-
standing service to our community,
and we are all proud of their momen-
tous accomplishment.

Through their work, they helped
Georgians across the State each day,
and we are very thankful for that.

HONORING THE LEGACY OF WILLIAM LIGON III

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the
memory and the legacy of William
Ligon III. Will tragically passed on
May 3 after a life full of compassion
and service to others.

I had the pleasure of serving in the
Georgia State Senate with his father,
William Ligon. His father was and con-
tinues to be a dedicated public servant,
showing his passion for serving others
every day, and I am confident that Will
embodied that very same spirit.

Will recently graduated from Georgia
Southern University with a bachelor of
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science degree in construction manage-
ment and worked at Richard Best Con-
struction in South Carolina.

Will was a bright young man with a
kind heart, a strong faith, and a deep
love for his family, his friends, and the
outdoors.

He had his whole life ahead of him,
and his impact on those around him
was already so clear.

We are praying for his wife, Sawyer;
his parents, Kim and William; his
grandparents; and the entire Ligon
family during this incredibly difficult
time.

May God surround them with His
peace, His comfort, and His strength in
the days ahead.

RECOGNIZING THE SAVANNAH COUNTRY DAY

SCHOOL

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
Savannah Country Day School faculty,
staff, and parents’ association. These
individuals have put in countless
hours, and in some cases decades, of
service to their school and community,
supporting students and giving them
opportunities to learn and grow.

Teachers and staff retiring this year
have been a steady presence in stu-
dents’ lives, making Savannah Country
Day School feel like home.

I admire these educators for their
service to their students, their school,
and their community, and I thank
them.

RECOGNIZING THE PORT OF BRUNSWICK

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
Port of Brunswick for their second
year in a row as the busiest automotive
port in the country.

In 2025, the port transported 779,000
vehicles, which was 50,000 more than
the Port of Baltimore, in second place.

The long-term growth of this port
has been driven by development from
the Georgia Ports Authority, a large
contributor to southeast Georgia’s
economy.

With the opening of its fourth berth
in November 2027, the Port of Bruns-
wick’s first place spot will be cemented
throughout the country and become a
global hub for roll-on/roll-off shipping.

I congratulate the Port of Brunswick
on this achievement and look forward
to their future success.

HONORING THE LIFE OF BOBBY COX

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of Georgia baseball icon
Bobby Cox.

For generations of Braves fans across
Georgia and the Nation, Bobby Cox was
more than a Hall of Fame manager. He
was the heart of an era that defined At-
lanta baseball.

Over a legendary career, Bobby led
the Braves to 14 consecutive divisional
titles, 5 National League pennants, and
a World Series championship in 1995.
His 2,504 career wins rank among the
greatest in Major League Baseball his-
tory.

Beyond the wins and championships,
Bobby Cox was respected for the way
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he led with toughness, loyalty, humil-
ity, and an unwavering belief in his
players.

He helped build one of the greatest
dynasties baseball has ever seen and in-
spired countless players, coaches, and
fans along the way. In Georgia, Bobby
Cox was family.

As we mourn his passing, we also cel-
ebrate an extraordinary life and legacy
that will forever be woven into the
story of the Atlanta Braves and our
great State.

We are praying for his wife, Pam, and
his children, grandchildren, friends,
former players, and all who loved him.

May he rest in peace.

HONORING MACK JACKSON

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mack
Jackson, who announced his retire-
ment from the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives after 18 years of service.

Representative Jackson was first in-
spired to serve others by John F. Ken-
nedy’s famous words: ‘“‘Ask not what
your country can do for you; ask what
you can do for your country.”

To do this, Representative Jackson
has served on eight legislative commit-
tees, always prioritizing the needs of
rural communities. On the Health
Committee, he worked to eradicate
healthcare deserts in rural commu-
nities by incentivizing students to
work in them. As chair of the Rural
Development Committee, he passed
legislation to bring the same economic
development prosperity that metro
areas enjoy to rural communities.

0J 2000

Representative Jackson is also in-
volved with the Georgia Justice
Project where he works to give people
opportunities for a second chance. I
thank Representative Jackson for his
service and wish him the best in this
next chapter of his life.

RECOGNIZING DR. JOSHUA HOWARD

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
to congratulate Dr. Joshua Howard on
his retirement after decades of dedi-
cated service to the people of southeast
Georgia.

As principal of Charlton County High
School, CTAE director, adjunct pro-
fessor at Valdosta State University,
and mentor to countless students and
educators, he has helped shape genera-
tions of young Georgians.

Before his years in education, he also
served as a forestry aide and wildlife
firefighter with the Okefenokee Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, demonstrating
early on his commitment to protecting
one of our Nation’s greatest natural
treasures.

Today, Dr. Howard continues that
mission as president of the Friends of
the Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge, where
he has been a strong advocate for con-
servation, education, and the preserva-
tion of the Okefenokee Swamp for fu-
ture generations.

On behalf of Georgia’s First Congres-
sional District, I thank Dr. Joshua
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Howard for his remarkable service and
wish him, his family, and all those who
have worked alongside him the very
best in this next chapter.

May God bless him, and may God
continue to bless the great State of
Georgia.

BRIAN PATTERSON HONORED WITH CARNEGIE

MEDAL OF HEROISM

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to thank Brian
Patterson who was recently honored
with the Carnegie Medal of Heroism for
his courageous acts in a 2022 car crash.

Brian is a retired soldier and
LifeStar mechanic. On July 8, 2022,
while driving down the highway in
Midway, Georgia, Brian saw something
that would change his life. A car car-
rying Christina Tschantz and her 11-
year-old daughter Alexa collided with a
dump truck and struck its fuel tank.

Mr. Patterson quickly pulled both
Christina and Alexa safely out of the
wreckage. Because of his courageous
action, lives were saved that very day.

Mr. Patterson is one of only 18 people
in the U.S. and Canada to receive the
Carnegie Medal for Heroism in 2026. I
thank Brian for his lifesaving action.

HONORING MARK ADAMCHIK

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mark
Adamchik, who announced that he will
retire from the position of FLETC As-
sistant Director for The National Cap-
ital Region Training Operations Direc-
torate on May 31.

Mark Adamchik has faithfully served
in Federal law enforcement for over 26
years. He oversees coordination with
the Department of Homeland Security,
Congress, and law enforcement part-
ners, while leading FLETC’s training
operations in Cheltenham, Maryland,
and the international training division.

Before joining FLETC, Mark
Adamchik was deputy chief of the
United States Park Police field oper-
ations division, where he directed law
enforcement operations for major na-
tional events, including Presidential
inaugurations, Independence Day cele-
brations, and more.

Throughout his USPP career, Mark
Adamchik held numerous leadership
positions, including SWAT team mem-
ber, Homeland Security division com-
mander, operations commander for The
National Mall, and commander of spe-
cial forces, icon protection, and work-
force development.

Madam Speaker, I thank Mark
Adamchik for his service and wish him
the best in the next chapter of his life.
48TH IBCT SOLDIERS NAMED GEORGIA ARMY NA-

TIONAL GUARD 2026 STATE BEST WARRIOR WIN-
NERS

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
members of the Georgia Army National
Guard who recently were honored at
the 2026 State Best Warrior Competi-
tion.
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The week-long competition took
place at the Cumming Readiness Cen-
ter in Cumming, Georgia; Catoosa Vol-
unteer Training Site in Ringgold, Geor-
gia; and Clark Range Complex, Annis-
ton, Alabama.

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Sean
Hayes, representing the Macon-based
48th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
was named Noncommissioned Officer of
the Year, and U.S. Army Specialist
Mitchell Oneal representing the
Macon-based 48th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team earned the title of Sol-
dier of the Year.

These prestigious honors come from
many long hours of training and dedi-
cation to keeping our Nation safe.

It is my honor to congratulate these
remarkable National Guardsmen.

RECOGNIZING ISLANDS HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’

SOCCER TEAM

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
Islands High School boys’ soccer team.

The Islands boys’ soccer team won
the State championship game on Tues-
day night. The team ended the first
half with 4 points and claimed the
championship title by ending the game
6-0, giving them an amazing season of
22-2 overall.

No team scored a goal during the
Sharks entire postseason. The Sharks
made school history by claiming the Is-
lands’ first State championship in any
sport. They are also the first Savannah
public school to win a boys’ soccer
State championship. An accomplish-
ment like this deserves recognition
from their community and their class-
mates.

The boys should be proud of their vic-
tory and remember the hard work and
determination that made it possible.

Go Sharks.
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HONORING ANDERSON ‘‘CHASE’’ CHILDERS

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and the heroic sacrifice of Anderson
‘“‘Chase’ Childers.

Chase, a former Baltimore Orioles
baseball player, police officer, and a de-
voted father, gave his life saving oth-
ers.

Chase acted with extraordinary cour-
age to save a family of five swimmers
who were caught in a rip current off a
South Carolina beach. He risked his
life for strangers, selflessly putting
their safety above his own.

Tragically, Chase was caught in the
current and did not survive. Cobb
County Police Department said that
this embodied the same bravery and
commitment he showed every day as
an officer.

While Chase is mourned by his entire
community, the weight of Chase’s
death is felt most heavily by his wife
and three children, even those who
never met Chase can be inspired by his
life.

We should all honor Chase as the
highest standard of heroism, courage,
and sacrifice.

HONORING THE LIFE OF L. DAVID SPARKS

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mr.
David Sparks who unexpectedly passed
away on May 9 at the age of 82.

Mr. Sparks served as the board chair-
man of Precision Health Holding and
the past CEO of PCCA. He was a true
visionary of the compounding phar-
macy industry.

Dave quickly became a well-re-
spected leader in the pharmacy indus-
try who led a life of integrity, gen-
erosity, and a genuine passion for those
around him.

His vision for his company allowed
the organization to strengthen with a
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capable board staff deeply experienced
executives. The growth of PCCA is a
credit to Mr. Sparks’ servant leader-
ship.

My heart goes out to Dave’s family
and his loved ones as they grieve his

passing.
SARAH MITCHELL HONORED AS LIVING KIDNEY
DONOR
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam

Speaker, I rise today to honor Sarah
Mitchell, a member of the Piedmont
Hospital Home Help team who recently
became a living kidney donor.

In early 2025, Sarah noticed a
Facebook acquaintance in Georgia who
needed a transplant. However, after
many tests, she found out that she was
not a match for this patient.

Last October, Ms. Mitchell decided to
continue her journey as an organ donor
when she underwent surgery and then
donated her kidney to a California pa-
tient in need of a transplant.

Now, Sarah has returned to her daily
life where she continues to advocate
for organ transplant awareness as she
hopes her story will inspire others to
become donors.

Sarah embodies what it truly means
to graciously serve others in a large ca-
pacity.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 9 minutes p.m.),
the House adjourned until tomorrow,
Friday, May 15, 2026, at 9 a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2025 and the first quarter of 2026 pursuant to Public Law 95-384, are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2026

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Steny Hoyer 1/16 1/18  Denmark 1,704.00 7,725.93 332.83 9,762.76
Hon. Robert Aderholt . mg mg ’P‘anama 263.80 153.(3)3 34(1528 865.%6
temal 440.25 59. 56. 755.85
1/18 1/19  El Salvador 343.00 20.72 407.89 771.61
Hon. Ben Cline %ﬁg mg ’P‘anama 263.80 153.(3)3 34(1528 865.%6
temal 440.25 59. 56. 755.85
1/18 1/19  El Salvador 343.00 20.72 407.89 771.61
Hon. Ed Case mg mg ’P‘anama 263.80 153.(3)3 34(1528 865.%6
temal 440.25 59. 56. 755.85
1/18 1719 El Salvador 343.00 20.72 407.89 771.61
Hon. David Joyce %gg %8 Fiji 11?;8(3) 2;,228.?3 ) ?15.3{ 2%,34%.33
Australia 4,712. ,585. 55.! 453,
2/12 2/20  Chile (Cancel Fees) 1,679.35 6,011.74 64.40 7,755.49
Hon. Andy HaImiS ...ovveeciceeeeeeeseeseeseessi 2/13 2/15  Germany (Cancel Fees) ... 516.10 244.8 760.9
2/18 2/21  Austria (Cancel Fees) 1,435.84 1,617.15 3,052.99
Hon. Debbie Wasserman Schultz .. 2/15 2/20  ltaly (Cancel Fees) 712589 e 2,426.08 ..o 1,681.91 11,233.88
Hon. Robert Aderholt . 217 2/19  ltaly (Cancel Fees) 3,057.70 3,057.70
Hon. Ken Calvert .. 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Hon. John Rutherfor 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Hon. Tony Gonzales 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Hon. Scott Franklin 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Hon. Mark Alford .. 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Hon. Henry Cuellar ... 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
J Ripke 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Maxwell Morgan 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Daniel Burgess 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
Keri Lyn Michalk 3/31 41 Panama (Cancel Fees) 201.83 70.17 272.00
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