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Fees: They ‘‘may not assess a fee in
excess of such maximum rates as the
administrator may establish.’”” There is
nothing about Maricopa County there.
That is the director of the Administra-
tive Office of the United States Courts.
They ‘‘shall be authorized to employ
the use of pro bono time or reduced
rates.”

‘“Such person may not be appointed
to more than one such monitorship at
a time,” consistent with what was in
the Garland memo, or ‘‘appointed for a
term greater than 5 years.” They can’t
be. They also can’t be ‘‘reappointed
after the expiration of such term pur-
suant to the same court order,” if it is
the same court order.

A subsequent monitor ‘“who is ap-
pointed to a monitorship after the ex-
piration of the term of a monitor who
served pursuant to the same court
order may not be employed by the
same employer as the previous mon-
itor.” Why? Because Merrick Garland
said you can’t have a conflict of inter-
est. You also cannot basically have
someone without a term limit because
that puts somebody there with a finan-
cial incentive to keep the monitorship
going, regardless of compliance.

Termination: “In the case that a
court, a party, or a monitor seeks to
revise a monitorship imposed by a
court order, the court shall conduct a
hearing.”

“The court may only revise a re-
quirement of a monitorship with re-
spect to which the subject of the
monitorship has not attained substan-
tial and sustained compliance.” I just
read to you that they have. The mon-
itor found that in Arizona. This applies
nationwide.

“On the date that is 6 years after the
court order,” the case gets transferred
from one judge to another.

Accounting: ““On an annual basis, a
monitor shall submit to the Court im-
posing the monitorship an account-
ing,” including ‘‘information on the
services provided.”” Why don’t they
want that? I wonder why they don’t
want that amongst all the monitors
around the country? Why don’t you
want them to provide an accounting?

Right now, we have places in this
country where the monitor just simply
gives a bill to the county and says: For
services rendered, $200,000 this month.
It does become retroactive.

“It is the sense of Congress that
monitoring is a public service and
monitorships should be structured to
encourage the use of pro bono time or
reduced rates.”

That is the simplicity of this bill. It
gets at the heart of the nub of the Gar-
land memo. This doesn’t focus on one
monitor. It doesn’t focus on one loca-
tion. It says every monitorship will be
subject to this.

It doesn’t say monitorships are bad
or unconstitutional. It says they have
to be performing without conflict of in-
terest and without incentives to make
sure that they keep going because they
want compliance. We need them to en-
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sure compliance, not to make sure that
they are lining their own pockets, that
it doesn’t become a grift, that you
don’t get $30 million over 10 years com-
ing in as your fee when you are also
monitoring multiple jurisdictions.
That is what is at the heart of the
Gupta memo, and that is what is at the
heart of this bill.

Contrary to what one of my col-
leagues says, that it is not unusual not
to have a bill with a Senator sponsor,
not every bill has a Senator sponsor. It
is not required.

Mr. Speaker, I would suggest to you
that this bill gets to the very heart of
making sure that a monitorship does
not become abusive, overbearing, and
negate what they are supposed to be
doing, which is to make sure that there
is compliance with a court order, to
make sure we have a constitutional
performance.

That is what is said in Maricopa
County, but it applies nationwide.
Nothing in the bill limits this to one
county. It applies nationwide.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage everyone to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALFORD). All time for debate has ex-
pired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1275,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I have a motion to recommit
at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Boyle of Pennsylvania moves to re-
commit the bill H.R. 8365 to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. BoYLE of Pennsylvania is as fol-
lows:

Mr. Boyle of Pennsylvania moves to re-
commit the bill H.R. 8365 to the Committee
on the Judiciary with instructions to report
the same back to the House forthwith, with
the following amendment:

Strike all that follows after the enacting
clause and insert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“No Taxpayer
Funds for a Billionaire Ballroom Bailout
Act”.

SEC. 2. NO FEDERAL FUNDS FOR THE WHITE
HOUSE BALLROOM.

No Federal funds may be used for planning
the construction of, or constructing, the
White House Ballroom.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.
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Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2027

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on H.R. 8469 and
that it may include tabular material
on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1275 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 8469).

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. FINE) to preside over
the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8469)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2027, and for other purposes, with Mr.
FINE in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAR-
TER) and the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to present
the fiscal year 2027 Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies bill to the House today. This
bill supports our troops, their families,
and our Nation’s veterans.

I thank the Committee on Appropria-
tions chairman (Mr. COLE) for his lead-
ership in advancing this bill through
the committee, and I recognize and
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thank the ranking member for the full
committee (Ms. DELAURO) and the
ranking member for the subcommittee
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for their
partnership in bringing us to this
point. I especially value my working
relationship with Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ. We have worked together on
this bill for some time. While we may
not agree on everything, we certainly
agree on the importance of caring for
those who sacrifice so much for our
country.

This bill is not perfect, and com-
promises were made on both sides.
Even so, the legislation before us today
received unanimous support in the
committee. I greatly appreciate the bi-
partisan effort of everyone involved.
Those efforts demonstrate that biparti-
sanship is not only possible, it can lead
to meaningful legislative success.

No matter our ideological dif-
ferences, we can all agree that the im-
portance of supporting our troops,
their families, and the Nation’s vet-
erans is very important.

For fiscal year 2027, the Military
Construction, Veteran Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies bill provides a discre-
tionary allocation of $157 billion.

I will briefly highlight several key
priorities included in the legislation.

It fully funds veterans’ healthcare.

It provides an advanced appropria-
tion for the Toxic Exposures Fund.

It includes $900 million for medical
and prosthetic research.

It prioritizes mental health, suicide
prevention, and homelessness pro-
grams.

It includes more than $19 billion for
military construction.

It invests in barracks improvements,
strengthens investment in the Depart-
ment of Defense laboratories, supports
the demolition of obsolete infrastruc-
ture, and provides nearly $2 billion for
military housing.

In closing, this bill honors those who
sacrifice for our country and reaffirms
our commitment to the well-being of
both servicemembers and veterans. It
supports our troops and cares for vet-
erans and their families and upholds
the promises we made to those of our
Nation.

I hope this bill will receive the same
strong bipartisan support on the House
floor that it received in committee be-
cause it is what our veterans deserve.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 8469, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in tentative sup-
port of H.R. 8469, the fiscal year 2027
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies bill.

The past few years, the MILCON-VA
bill strayed from our tradition of being
one of the few appropriations bills that
traditionally had bipartisan support.

Our committee has a shared goal of
supporting our servicemembers, vet-
erans, and their families no matter
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who holds the majority. We are proud
to report that as the bill stands, this is
a bipartisan bill—one that we reported
out of full committee 58-0. However, it
saddens me to see that the majority
has made in order amendments that
stray from the bipartisan commitment
that both Chair CARTER and I have
maintained.

To be clear, if any of the controver-
sial amendments made in order are
adopted, we will not be able to support
this bill, and all the bipartisan work
that we did to get this bill to this stage
will all have been for naught. What a
message we could send about our abil-
ity to work together if the House re-
jects these controversial amendments
and votes to support the MILCON-VA
bill—controversial amendments that
really have nothing to do with pro-
tecting and preserving the quality of
life of our servicemembers on Active
Duty or our veterans—for a critical bill
that supports our servicemembers and
those who served our country honor-
ably.

To be clear, we have already made
compromises on this bill. This is not
the bill that I would have written. The
bill includes a policy rider that pro-
hibits the VA from reporting a bene-
ficiary—for example, that has been
deemed mentally incompetent based on
medical evidence and, therefore, is as-
signed a fiduciary to handle their fi-
nances—to the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System. Not
only is this a violation of current law,
but it will only put more veterans in
harm’s way.

Additionally, I opposed the funding
level for the NATO Security Invest-
ment Program, which is $122 million
below the request level. Now, more
than ever, we should be reinforcing de-
terrence with the help of our European
allies who disproportionately fund this
program, especially as the war in
Ukraine continues.

I was able to put these concerns
aside, as were my Democratic col-
leagues on the subcommittee and the
full committee, and support this bill
because that is what bipartisanship re-
quires.

As I told the Committee on Rules,
Mr. Chairman, sometimes we have to
compromise on what our preferences
might be. You never compromise on
principle; but to achieve a greater
good, which this bill absolutely rep-
resents, sometimes you swallow hard
and you look past some things not
being exactly the way you would have
preferred.
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So today we will consider an amend-
ment that bans funding for diversity,
equity, and inclusion at the VA as well
because there are problematic amend-
ments that have been made in order be-
yond just the language in the current
underlying bill. We are worried that we
will tip the scales from bipartisanship
into partisanship.

The Supreme Court’s decision to
overturn the Voting Rights Act and
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swift action taken in southern States
to disenfranchise Black voters proves
that we have always needed to lean in
on ensuring there is diversity, equity,
and inclusion. We will not allow this
attack on communities of color to con-
tinue, and we will strongly oppose this
amendment if it is offered. The amend-
ment does nothing to help veterans and
is divisive, partisan, and unnecessary.

Along these same lines, there is an
amendment that attacks Filipino
World War II veterans, veterans that
fought for us and with us, resulting in
one of the greatest victories in our his-
tory.

I want to be clear here. The Filipino
Veterans Equity Compensation Fund
exists to correct what was a racist de-
cision made in 1946 that banned Fili-
pino veterans from receiving com-
pensation for their service in World
War II. That is why the word ‘“‘equity”’
exists in the title of this account.

There is also a messaging amend-
ment on gender-affirming care for vet-
erans. I hope that is not offered, but re-
gardless of how you feel about the
LGBT community, it is ridiculous to
block a veteran from receiving the
healthcare that they have earned.

It is disappointing that we are at this
point, and I hope that throughout the
rest of this process we can come to-
gether to defeat these amendments.

I do want to underscore that Judge
CARTER and I could not possibly have a
better working relationship, and we
have worked hand in glove to reach
this point, and I think I can safely
speak for both of us that we hope we
can achieve the same outcome we were
able to achieve in the full Appropria-
tions Committee.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. WOMACK).

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I thank my
friend, Judge CARTER, and the ranking
member, DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
for giving us an example of what true
bipartisanship looks like. I mean, to
get a bill out of committee on a unani-
mous vote, as a fellow cardinal, I am a
bit envious. I am not near naive
enough to believe that my T-HUD bill
is going to enjoy the same fate, but
congratulations to them.

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of this
MILCON-VA bill. It is a good day for
the House, Mr. Chairman, and an even
better day for the American people be-
cause we are considering the first full
year FY27 appropriations bill in the
month of May. Good for us.

This is what a return to regular order
should look like. This is how the an-
nual appropriations process is supposed
to work. Committee members from
both parties debating, negotiating, and
working in good faith to fund bills on
time and responsibly.

We wouldn’t be here today without
the leadership of our overall chairman,
Tom CoLE, and his ranker, ROSA
DELAURO. Their dedication and com-
mitment to re-engineering this process
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is paving the way for the House to pass
all 12 full-year funding bills for fiscal
year ‘26 and to do it on time. I sure
hope the Senate is listening to this de-
bate.

There is some unfinished business,
and we will roll up our sleeves, and we
will get this work done.

House appropriators have advanced
five full-year funding bills through
committee. This is a credit to the hard
work, discipline, and bipartisanship of
our committee.

Mr. Chairman, the bill I speak in sup-
port of today, the FY27 MILCON-VA
bill, is a good bill, and I know it is
going to go through the process here on
the floor, and I hope the outcome is
that we can get it finished, get it ap-
proved, and get it to the Senate. Its
passage will set our military and vet-
erans up for success while also sus-
taining our momentum to fulfill Con-
gress’ Article I responsibility on time.

Let’s get a ‘“‘yes” vote out of this
thing. Congratulations to both of you.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 5 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), the ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I thank
the ranking member for yielding and
for all of her hard work on this bill.
Again, I congratulate Congresswoman
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Judge CAR-
TER for the work they have done on
this piece of legislation.

I thank the committee staff, Farouk
Ophaso and Tyler Coe for the minority
side, Justin Masucci, Jason Wheelock,
and Arianna Delgado for the majority,
for all the good work that they put in
here.

We began with a bill that fell short.
It did not provide adequate support for
our veterans, but after some tough ne-
gotiating by Democrats on the Appro-
priations Committee, especially Rank-
ing Member WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, our
colleagues across the aisle agreed to
make some much-needed improve-
ments.

Through these negotiations, Demo-
crats were able to secure more than $50
billion in advance funding for the
Toxic Exposures Fund, enabling us to
keep our commitments to our veterans
when we passed the PACT Act.

We were also able to reach an agree-
ment on the provision to withhold 25
percent of the budget for the Office of
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs until
he comes to testify before both the
House and Senate Appropriations Com-
mittees, reasserting Congress’ power of
the purse.

With these improvements, we were
able to arrive at an agreement that
passed out of the Appropriations Com-
mittee by a vote of 58-0. That is a tes-
tament to the exceptional work of the
members of the subcommittee and the
committee, and it demonstrates that
when Republicans are willing to work
with us to address our concerns, we are
more than happy to support reasonable
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proposals that meet the needs of the
American people.

This bill in its current form increases
funding for suicide prevention and
treatment programs, rural health and
substance use disorder programs, and
women’s healthcare, helping to ensure
the women who have served our coun-
try can get the care that they need.

It boosts funding for the VA by more
than $4 billion and increases our in-
vestments in veterans’ medical care by
$6.5 billion. These are important re-
sources that will go a long way to sup-
porting the men and women who have
served our country in uniform.

It is not a perfect bill as it stands,
but it is a good bill. It is the product of
good-faith, bipartisan negotiations. It
is evidence that even in an era of divi-
sion, Congress can still find common
ground to deliver for the American peo-
ple.

However, several amendments have
been offered by Republicans who do not
sit on the Appropriations Committee.
They are attempting to inject
hyperpartisan culture-war provisions
into the bill and upend the bipartisan
agreement that we made.

Despite hours of painstaking but
good-faith negotiations by members of
the committee to find common ground
on a bill to deliver for our veterans,
these amendments, which are an exer-
cise in political bomb-throwing, not se-
rious legislating, would undermine the
real work of the committee, the com-
mittee which has done so much to sup-
port our Nation’s veterans, our service-
members.

These are partisan theatrics the
American people are tired of. People
want to see the Congress work together
to solve their problems, and on the Ap-
propriations Committee, we did just
that.

Last-minute intervention from Mem-
bers who do not sit on the committee is
counterproductive and only serves to
sour the process for the future.

Why would we agree to anything in
committee moving forward if we know
that as soon as it comes to the floor, it
will be loaded up with poison pills de-
signed to punch up a press release rath-
er than serious provisions meant to
solve the problems facing the Amer-
ican people.

I encourage my colleagues to stick to
the strong agreement that was forged
on a bipartisan basis by the members
of this subcommittee and the members
of the committee and reject a shallow,
toxic partisanship that has infected so
much of our politics today.

I thank the chair and ranking mem-
ber and all of my colleagues on the
committee for their hard work.
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Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. ScOTT
FRANKLIN).

Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Chairman, I thank Judge CARTER
for yielding me time.
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Mr. Chairman, I rise today in strong
support of the fiscal year 2027 Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act.

As a veteran and member of the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies Subcommittee, 1
understand the importance of sup-
porting military readiness while ensur-
ing that veterans receive the care and
benefits that they have earned.

This legislation fully funds veterans’
healthcare and benefits, while
strengthening mental health services,
suicide prevention, and critical med-
ical research programs relied upon by
veterans across the country. It also in-
vests in military construction projects
that improve readiness, strengthen re-
siliency, and ensure our servicemem-
bers have the needed infrastructure to
meet growing global threats.

This bill includes several priorities I
worked to advance, including resil-
iency improvements at the TUnited
States Naval Academy to address re-
current flooding that threatens infra-
structure, disrupts operations, and im-
pacts the training environment for our
future naval officers.

It also strengthens research and
treatment efforts for veterans facing
Parkinson’s disease and ALS; expands
access to advanced care, treatment,
and clinical trials; and supports mod-
ernization across the VA system, in-
cluding cybersecurity protections and
emerging technologies to improve
early detection in patient care.

This legislation also protects the
Second Amendment rights of veterans
by preventing the VA from sending vet-
erans’ information to the FBI without
due process and a judicial determina-
tion.

Mr. Chairman, this is a strong bill
that supports readiness, strengthens
care for our veterans, protects con-
stitutional liberties, and Kkeeps the
Federal Government focused on its
core responsibilities at a time of grow-
ing global threats.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this legislation.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEVIN), a
distinguished member of the Appro-
priations Committee and the Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Subcommittee.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I am so
honored to represent the marines and
sailors on Camp Pendleton, some of the
most capable, disciplined, and battle-
ready men and women that this Nation
has ever produced, so when this Con-
gress funds the military and our vet-
erans, I take that responsibility very
seriously.

I am proud to be a member of the
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee and pleased that we were
collectively able to put our service-
members and our veterans over poli-
tics. That is how this work is supposed
to get done, and this bill, as it stands,
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is proof that it still can be. My thanks
to the chairs and the ranking members
for their hard work.

Before serving on Appropriations, I
served on the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs for 6 years. During that time,
we passed the Honoring our PACT Act
and established the Toxic Exposure
Fund because this country made a
promise to our veterans who were ex-
posed to toxic chemicals while they
served, and that promise doesn’t expire
regardless of what is happening here in
Washington, D.C.

I am so glad that this bill delivers on
that promise with advanced funding for
the Toxic Exposure Fund, and I am so
proud of that bipartisan work as it con-
tinues.

This bill also includes $2 million to
implement the Commitment to Vet-
eran Support and Outreach Act, or
CVSO Act, a bipartisan bill that I led
that was signed into law as part of the
Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century
Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Im-
provement Act.

Right now, out of 15.8 million vet-
erans in this country, fewer than half
are enrolled in VA healthcare. That is
unacceptable.

This funding will establish a grant
program to help State and local gov-
ernments hire and train more county
veteran service officers. Those are peo-
ple on the ground who are doing the
work of connecting veterans to the
care and benefits that they have
earned.

I supported this bill in committee,
and I urge my colleagues to protect
this bipartisan compromise and reject
any amendments that would jeopardize
it.

While it is not perfect, as the bill
stands, I am encouraged that, even in
this moment, when we still come to-
gether across the aisle, we can do big
things to serve our military and our
veterans.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), the
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee for the House of Representa-
tives.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chairman, I thank my
good friend, Judge CARTER, for yielding
the time.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support
of our first fiscal year 2027 appropria-
tions bill on the floor, the Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act.

This legislation reflects something
that we have long understood from our
founding: America’s story has always
been shaped by ordinary men and
women who are willing to step forward
and answer a call greater than them-
selves. A country worthy of sacrifice
must also be worthy of the people who
made that sacrifice, and our obligation
to those who wear the uniform does not
end when they return home and hang
up their uniforms.

This bill reflects that promise. We
are delivering the support, resources,
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and readiness that make a real dif-
ference. You don’t have to rely on my
word. The substance of the funding is
clear. We fully fund veteran healthcare
and benefits. We prioritize critical
mental health and suicide prevention
efforts. We invest in improvements at
VA facilities, military cemeteries, and
monuments.

At the same time, this measure rein-
forces our base posture from the
ground up by investing in military con-
struction, improving barracks, and en-
suring that our installations are
equipped to support readiness in an in-
creasingly complex environment.

From the Indo-Pacific to the com-
mands here at home, strength and pre-
paredness are not optional. We also
recognize that a strong military is
built not only by those on the front
lines but by the loved ones who support
them through every sacrifice. That is
why this bill supports family housing,
childcare, and quality-of-life needs for
military families.

Put simply, this legislation strength-
ens the full foundation of American se-
curity through care for our veterans,
capabilities for our bases, and con-
struction that supports readiness for
the future.

Chairman CARTER’s work reflects the
seriousness that these responsibilities
demand and the lasting commitments
we owe to those who serve. Together
with Ranking Member WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, he wrote a bill that earned
unanimous support in our full com-
mittee because its priorities are
grounded in supporting the best of our
Nation.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. SMUCKER).
The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentleman from Oklahoma.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Chairman, I thank the
gentleman for yielding additional time.

At a time when Americans too often
only hear about division and dysfunc-
tion, this strong and bipartisan pro-
posal demonstrates that support for
our veterans, troops, and military fam-
ilies can still unite this institution
around a common purpose. Voting
“‘yes” 1is a statement that America
does not forget those who answered the
call to defend her.

Mr. Chair, again, I thank Chairman
CARTER and Ranking Member
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for their leader-
ship on this measure and urge all Mem-
bers to join me in supporting the bill’s
final passage.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. ESCOBAR),
who represents Fort Bliss and is a
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee and the Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee.

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Chairman, as the
proud Representative of the great mili-
tary installation of Fort Bliss, Texas,
and as a member of the Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
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lated Agencies Subcommittee, I thank
Chairman CARTER and Ranking Mem-
ber WASSERMAN SCHULTZ not just for
their work on this bill but for being
champions of bipartisan collaboration.
I am so grateful to the both of them for
that.

While this is not a perfect bill, it
does make real progress. The bill ad-
vances my provisions supporting re-
forms and innovation to help mod-
ernize a military construction process
that is far too slow and rigid for to-
day’s military.

The needs we have for military con-
struction are far greater than the re-
sources available, and I am deeply
committed to reforming this process so
that we can stretch those dollars even
further.

This bill also supports planning for a
new headquarters for the 32nd Army
Air and Missile Defense Command at
Fort Bliss, whose aging facilities no
longer match its global mission.

On the VA side, I am pleased that
this bill includes my own legislation to
ensure oversight of the activation plan-
ning of the VA medical center being
built in El1 Paso, right next to William
Beaumont Army Medical Center. I was
proud to help secure the $700 million to
build this great facility, and I am com-
mitted to ensuring that it delivers
world-class healthcare for veterans on
day one.

While I am disappointed that the bill
still contains a partisan provision that
weakens gun background check protec-
tions for veterans that I do not agree
with, the final product is still a
thoughtful, bipartisan one, and I sup-
port it in its current form. I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD).

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Chairman, I thank
Judge CARTER and Ranking Member
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for their leader-
ship on this.

Mr. Chairman, I tell you what. It is a
very rare moment to come on the
House floor where we have a committee
that has voted unanimously for a bill,
and I compliment our leaders for get-
ting this done. It was a great moment
a couple of weeks ago when that passed
out of committee. I think we were all
surprised at ourselves by this unani-
mous vote.

The Military Construction, Veterans
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act is about one thing, and
that is keeping our promises—our
promises to our veterans, our service-
members, and their families.

O 1500

I also want to thank my friends,
Chairman CoOLE and Subcommittee
Chairman CARTER, as I have done, and
also our ranking member of the full
committee, my good friend ROSA
DELAURO for all their hard work. I was
proud to help move this bill forward,
and I am even prouder that it really
does deliver real wins for the American
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people and for the great State of Mis-
souri.

We are fully funding veterans
healthcare and benefits, and that
means no delays and no excuses. It
means access to care, expanded mental
health services, and continued invest-
ment in suicide prevention. A lot of
places I go around my district and in
Missouri, people want us to provide
these services through the VA, and we
are.

We are also strengthening the Com-
munity Care program, giving veterans
more flexibility to get the specialized
care they need when and where they
need it. For our servicemembers and
military families, this bill invests in
what matters most: safe housing, bet-
ter barracks, childcare facilities that
improve everyday life, and the quality
of care that we have been talking
about in this Congress.

Importantly, we are restoring ac-
countability and protecting freedoms.
We are ensuring veterans’ Second
Amendment rights are not undermined
while stopping taxpayer dollars from
going to Communist China.

On the national security front, this
bill makes critical investment in mili-
tary construction, especially in the
Indo-Pacific, so that the U.S. remains
strong and prepared and always ahead
of our adversaries.

Mr. Chair, this didn’t happen by acci-
dent. It took hard work. It took focus,
and it took a commitment, a commit-
ment in our committee not to put us
first but to put the American people
first. This is not about results, not
rhetoric. It is results for our veterans,
results for our military families, and
results for the security of the United
States of America.

I urge my colleagues to join us in
what we did in our committee. Let’s
have a unanimous vote in the House
today for the Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Appropriations bill. Let’s get this done.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I am ready to close, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I am prepared to close, as well,
and I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Chair, I am very proud that we
were able to pass this bill out of the
full Appropriations Committee 58-0. I
know Judge CARTER and I are equally
proud of that. This is legislation that,
as you have heard, does fully fund
healthcare for our Nation’s veterans. It
ensures—and we worked together on
this—that veterans who get healthcare
services through the PACT Act are
able to have advanced funding to en-
sure continuity, regardless of the ac-
tions here in this body, for continued
funding for their healthcare as a result
of toxic exposure during their service,
and now we have advanced funding for
the Toxic Exposures Fund as well.
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We added $15 million in prevention to
make sure that we could have resil-
iency for our servicemembers because
they are consistently now subject to
the impacts of natural disasters, and it
provides additional investments in
child development centers and bar-
racks, which are both areas of bipar-
tisan concern. We are looking forward
to the amendment process in which we
can hopefully continue the bipartisan
cooperation.

I want to thank Ranking Member
DELAURO and Chairman COLE for their
leadership. They are true leaders that
we are fortunate to be able to work
under. I also thank the team of profes-
sionals that I rely on: Farouk Ophaso,
Tyler Coe, and Steven Goodall.

I support this bill in its current form,
but I have serious concerns, again,
about the controversial amendments
that we will be considering later today
and tomorrow.

I want to repeat, if any of those con-
troversial amendments are added to
this bill, it risks losing support from
our side of the aisle. I hope we can
come together. We already are to-
gether. I hope we can remain together
in the name of bipartisanship and in
service to our veterans and service-
members to pass this bill with over-
whelming support. We can only do that
by keeping divisive, unnecessary, unre-
lated provisions out of the bill.

I, again, thank Judge CARTER for his
partnership and his friendship, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

In closing, I ask my colleagues to
support the fiscal year 2027 Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act.

This legislation provides critical
funding for military bases, improves
housing for our troops and their fami-
lies, and makes investments aimed at
improving the quality of life for our
servicemembers.

It also upholds our pledge to our vet-
erans. This bill fully funds healthcare
for veterans and benefits for those who
have honorably served. This bill was
drafted on a bipartisan basis with a
shared priority of taking care of those
who cared for us.

Today, I ask my colleagues to sup-
port the bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. HURD of Col-
orado). All time for general debate has
expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H. R. 8469
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2027, and

for other purposes, namely:
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TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $2,131,959,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2031: Provided, That, of this
amount, not to exceed $298,588,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $108,000,000 shall be
for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘“‘Military Construction, Army”’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE

CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, naval installations, facilities,
and real property for the Navy and Marine
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $5,508,034,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2031: Provided, That, of
this amount, not to exceed $559,783,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $73,000,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as
currently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Department of the Air Force
when designated by the Secretary of Defense
to direct and supervise Military Construc-
tion projects in accordance with section 2851
of title 10, United States Code, and other per-
sonal services necessary for the purposes of
this appropriation, $3,712,473,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2031: Provided,
That, of this amount, not to exceed
$519,223,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Air Force determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $141,000,000
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shall be for the projects and activities, and
in the amounts, specified in the table under
the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air
Force” in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, installations, facilities, and
real property for activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $3,757,301,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2031: Provided, That
such amounts of this appropriation as may
be determined by the Secretary of Defense
may be transferred to such appropriations of
the Department of Defense available for
military construction or family housing as
the Secretary may designate, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to
exceed $221,001,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$55,000,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Defense-Wide’’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army National Guard, and contributions
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of
title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts,
$198,380,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2031: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $73,646,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional ob-
ligations are necessary for such purposes and
notifies the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount made available
under this heading, $27,500,000 shall be for the
projects and activities, and in the amounts,
specified in the table under the heading
“Military Construction, Army National
Guard” in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $291,264,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2031: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$38,264,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the Di-
rector of the Air National Guard determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
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such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$38,500,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Air National Guard’ in the report ac-
companying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803
of title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts, $42,239,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2031:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$6,013,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Chief of the Army Reserve determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $1,710,000 shall
be for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Re-
serve’’ in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $2,255,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2031:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$2,255,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Navy determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts,
$60,458,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2031: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $270,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and archi-
tect and engineer services, as authorized by
law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Re-
serve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor.

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION

SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

For the United States share of the cost of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities
and installations (including international
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and
Military Construction Authorization Acts,
$481,832,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE
ACCOUNT

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by
section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), $465,161,000, to remain available until
expended.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $228,558,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2031.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law,
$388,418,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition,
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $177,597,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2031.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $384,108,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $274,230,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2031.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and
insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$369,765,000.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of
Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized
by law, $52,156,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family
Housing Improvement Fund, $8,315,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code,
providing alternative means of acquiring and
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING
IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Military
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund,
$497,000, to remain available until expended,
for unaccompanied housing initiatives un-
dertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10,
United States Code, providing alternative
means of acquiring and improving military
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unaccompanied housing and supporting fa-
cilities.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be expended for payments
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for
construction, where cost estimates exceed
$25,000, to be performed within the United
States, except Alaska, without the specific
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title
for construction shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title
for construction may be used for advances to
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by
section 210 of title 23, United States Code,
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for
which specific appropriations have not been
made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for purchase of
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, except: (1) where
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be
in the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land;
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available
in annual Acts making appropriations for
military construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this title for minor construction may be
used to transfer or relocate any activity
from one base or installation to another,
without prior notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such
steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real
property taxes in any foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated for architect
and engineer contracts estimated by the
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country,
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf,
unless such contracts are awarded to United
States firms or United States firms in joint
venture with host nation firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available
in this title for military construction in the
United States territories and possessions in
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may
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be used to award any contract estimated by
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section
shall not be applicable to contract awards
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20
percent: Provided further, That this section
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for
which the lowest responsive and responsible
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of
any proposed military exercise involving
United States personnel 30 days prior to its
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and
design on those projects and on subsequent
claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a
military department or defense agency for
the construction of military projects may be
obligated for a military construction project
or contract, or for any portion of such a
project or contract, at any time before the
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal
year for which funds for such project were
made available, if the funds obligated for
such project: (1) are obligated from funds
available for military construction projects;
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased
pursuant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-
tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in
an electronic medium pursuant to sections
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts
as may be determined by the Secretary of
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated
for construction in ‘“‘Family Housing” ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘“‘Military Construc-
tion” accounts, to be merged with and to be
available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall
be available to cover the costs, as defined in
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code,
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting
facilities.
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(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the
Department of Defense Base Closure Account
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under
42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period as the fund to which transferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title
for operation and maintenance of family
housing shall be the exclusive source of
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag
officer quarters: Provided, That not more
than $20,000 per unit may be spent annually
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all
operation and maintenance expenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford
Island Improvement Account established by
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10,
United States Code, are appropriated and
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for
obligation, upon a determination that such
appropriations will not be necessary for the
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations
for obligations incurred during the period of
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction,
Defense’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the
same purposes as the appropriation to which
transferred.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available in an account funded
under the headings in this title may be
transferred among projects and activities
within the account in accordance with the
reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14-R, Vol-
ume 3, Chapter 7, of April 2021, as in effect on
the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated or expended for
planning and design and construction of
projects at Arlington National Cemetery.

SEC. 124. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified, to re-
main available until September 30, 2031:
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“Military
$150,000,000;

‘“‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $150,000,000;

““Military  Construction,
$150,000,000; and

“Military Construction, Defense Wide”’,

$50,000,000:
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction and cost to
complete projects identified in the respective
military department’s unfunded priority list
for fiscal year 2027 submitted to Congress:
Provided further, That such projects are sub-
ject to authorization prior to obligation and
expenditure of funds to carry out construc-
tion: Provided further, That not later than 60
days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 125. All amounts appropriated to the
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army”’, ‘“‘Department of Defense—Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’,
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Air Force’, and ‘‘Department of De-
fense—Military Construction, Defense-Wide”’
accounts pursuant to the authorization of
appropriations in a National Defense Author-
ization Act specified for fiscal year 2027 in
the funding table in section 4601 of that Act
shall be immediately available and allotted
to contract for the full scope of authorized
projects.

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 116 of
this Act, funds made available in this Act or
any available unobligated balances from
prior appropriations Acts may be obligated
before October 1, 2028 for fiscal year 2017,
2018, 2019, and 2020 military construction
projects for which project authorization has
not lapsed or for which authorization is ex-
tended for fiscal year 2027 by a National De-
fense Authorization Act: Provided, That no
amounts may be obligated pursuant to this
section from amounts that were designated
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on
the budget or the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 127. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified for de-
sign for Military Installation Resilience, to
remain available until September 30, 2031:

‘““‘Military Construction, Army’’, $5,000,000;

“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $5,000,000; and

“Military  Construction,
$5,000,000:
Provided, That not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified for de-
sign for child development centers, to re-
main available until September 30, 2031:

“‘Military Construction, Army”’, $15,000,000;

“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $15,000,000; and

“Military  Construction,
$15,000,000:
Provided, That not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 129. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified for de-
sign for barracks, to remain available until
September 30, 2031:

Construction, Army”’,

Air  Force”,

Air  Force”,

Air  Force”,
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‘“‘Military Construction, Army’’, $15,000,000;

‘““Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $15,000,000; and

“Military  Construction,
$15,000,000:
Provided, That not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 130. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified for
unspecified minor construction for demoli-
tion, to remain available until September 30,
2031:

‘““‘Military Construction, Army’’, $20,000,000;

‘“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $20,000,000; and

“Military  Construction,
$20,000,000:
Provided, That not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 131. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or realignment of the United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

TITLE IT
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits
to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51,
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code;
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61
of title 38, United States Code; and burial
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums
due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title
38, United States Code, $10,555,052,000, which
shall be in addition to funds previously ap-
propriated under this heading that became
available on October 1, 2026; $283,806,848,000,
which shall become available on October 1,
2027, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $32,324,190 of the
amount made available for fiscal year 2028
under this heading shall be reimbursed to
‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration”, and ‘Information
Technology Systems’ for necessary expenses
in implementing the provisions of chapters
51, 53, and 55 of title 38, United States Code,
the funding source for which is specifically
provided as the ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions’ appropriation: Provided further, That
such sums as may be earned on an actual
qualifying patient basis, shall be reimbursed
to ‘“Medical Care Collections Fund” to aug-
ment the funding of individual medical fa-
cilities for nursing home care provided to
pensioners as authorized.

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and reha-
bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35,
36, 39, 41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United
States Code, $23,565,656,000, which shall be-
come available on October 1, 2027, to remain

Air  Force”,

Air Force”,
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available until expended: Provided, That ex-
penses for rehabilitation program services
and assistance which the Secretary is au-
thorized to provide under subsection (a) of
section 3104 of title 38, United States Code,
other than under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and
(11) of that subsection, shall be charged to
this account.
VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance,
and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by chapters 19 and 21 of title 38,
United States Code, $90,892,830, which shall
become available on October 1, 2027, to re-
main available until expended.

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND

For the cost of direct and guaranteed
loans, such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title
38, United States Code: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That, during fiscal year 2027, within
the resources available, not to exceed
$500,000 in gross obligations for direct loans
are authorized for specially adapted housing
loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, $266,736,842.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $34,788, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United
States Code: Provided, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans,
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading are available to subsidize gross obli-
gations for the principal amount of direct
loans not to exceed $1,227,041.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $507,254, which may be paid to the ap-
propriation for ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration”.

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN

PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $2,604,056, as
authorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of
title 38, United States Code: Provided, That
such costs, including the cost of modifying
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available
under this heading are available to subsidize
gross obligations for the principal amount of
direct loans not to exceed $75,000,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan program authorized
by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 38,
United States Code, $5,845,241.

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS

BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary operating expenses of the
Veterans Benefits Administration, not other-
wise provided for, including hire of passenger
motor vehicles, reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security
guard services, and reimbursement of the De-
partment of Defense for the cost of overseas
employee mail, $3,744,000,000: Provided, That
expenses for services and assistance author-
ized under paragraphs (1), (2), (), and (11) of
section 3104(a) of title 38, United States
Code, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
determines are necessary to enable entitled
veterans: (1) to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to become employable and to obtain
and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to
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achieve maximum independence in daily liv-
ing, shall be charged to this account: Pro-
vided further, That, of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, not to exceed 10 per-
cent shall remain available until September
30, 2028.
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as
authorized by law, inpatient and outpatient
care and treatment to beneficiaries of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans
described in section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code, including care and treatment in
facilities not under the jurisdiction of the
Department, and including medical supplies
and equipment, bioengineering services, food
services, and salaries and expenses of
healthcare employees hired under title 38,
United States Code, assistance and support
services for caregivers as authorized by sec-
tion 1720G of title 38, United States Code,
loan repayments authorized by section 604 of
the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 124
Stat. 1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), monthly as-
sistance allowances authorized by section
322(d) of title 38, United States Code, grants
authorized by section 521A of title 38, United
States Code, and administrative expenses
necessary to carry out sections 322(d) and
521A of title 38, United States Code, and hos-
pital care and medical services authorized by
section 1787 of title 38, United States Code;
$100,000,000, which shall be in addition to
funds previously appropriated under this
heading that became available on October 1,
2026; $70,700,000,000, plus reimbursements,
which shall become available on October 1,
2027, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2027,
under this heading, $2,000,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2029: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a priority for
the provision of medical treatment for vet-
erans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs:
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall give priority funding for
the provision of basic medical benefits to
veterans in enrollment priority groups 1
through 6: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may authorize the
dispensing of prescription drugs from Vet-
erans Health Administration facilities to en-
rolled veterans with privately written pre-
scriptions based on requirements established
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the
implementation of the program described in
the previous proviso shall incur no addi-
tional cost to the Department of Veterans
Affairs: Provided further, That the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that suffi-
cient amounts appropriated under this head-
ing for medical supplies and equipment are
available for the acquisition of prosthetics
designed specifically for female veterans:
Provided further, That nothing in section
2044(e) of title 38, United States Code, may be
construed as limiting amounts that may be
made available under this heading for fiscal
years 2027 and 2028 in this or prior Acts.

MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE

For necessary expenses for furnishing
health care to individuals pursuant to chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, at non-
Department facilities, $1,027,000,000, which
shall be in addition to funds previously ap-
propriated under this heading that became
available on October 1, 2026; and in addition,
$42,000,000,000, plus reimbursements, which
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shall become available on October 1, 2027,
and shall remain available until September
30, 2028: Provided, That, of the amount made
available on October 1, 2027, under this head-
ing, $2,000,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2028.
MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home,
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital
policy activities; and administrative and
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-
partment as authorized under chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et
seq.), $12,000,000,000, plus reimbursements,
which shall become available on October 1,
2027, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2027,
under this heading, $350,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2029: Provided
further, That of the $12,000,000,000 that be-
came available on October 1, 2026, previously
appropriated under this heading in the Con-
tinuing Appropriations, Agriculture, Legisla-
tive Branch, Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Extensions Act, 2026 (divi-
sion D of Public Law 119-37), $1,650,000,000 is
hereby rescinded.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing
homes, domiciliary facilities, and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; for administrative expenses in
support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposi-
tion, construction, and renovation of any fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department; for oversight, engineering,
and architectural activities not charged to
project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hos-
pitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for,
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials;
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices; $13,540,000,000, plus reimbursements,
which shall become available on October 1,
2027, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2027,
under this heading, $500,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2029: Provided
further, That of the $11,700,000,000 that be-
came available on October 1, 2026, previously
appropriated under this heading in the Con-
tinuing Appropriations, Agriculture, Legisla-
tive Branch, Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Extensions Act, 2026 (divi-
sion D of Public Law 119-37), $754,323,000 is
hereby rescinded.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For necessary expenses in carrying out
programs of medical and prosthetic research
and development as authorized by chapter 73
of title 38, United States Code, $900,000,000,
plus reimbursements, shall remain available
until September 30, 2028: Provided, That the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure
that sufficient amounts appropriated under
this heading are available for prosthetic re-
search specifically for female veterans, and
for toxic exposure research.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National
Cemetery Administration for operations and
maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor;
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law;
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for
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use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration, $500,000,000, of which not to exceed 10
percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary operating expenses of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative
expenses in support of Department-wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the
General Services Administration for security
guard services, $425,000,000, which shall be for
the offices and in the amounts specified
under this heading in the report accom-
panying this Act, of which not to exceed 10
percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That funds pro-
vided under this heading may be transferred
to ‘““General Operating Expenses, Veterans
Benefits Administration’: Provided further,
That 25 percent of the funds made available
under this heading shall not be available for
obligation or expenditure until the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs appears before the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress to testify on the Presi-
dent’s budget request for fiscal year 2027.

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

For necessary operating expenses of the
Board of Veterans Appeals, $268,000,000, of
which not to exceed 10 percent shall remain
available until September 30, 2028.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information
technology systems and telecommunications
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information
systems; for pay and associated costs; and
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
$5,454,000,000, plus reimbursements: Provided,
That $1,350,775,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed 3 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2028: Provided further, That $3,543,200,000 shall
be for operations and maintenance, of which
not to exceed 35 percent shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2028, and of which
$118,900,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2031, for the purpose of facility ac-
tivations related to projects funded by the
“Construction, Major Projects’, ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’”, ‘‘Medical Facilities”’,
‘“National Cemetery Administration”, ‘“‘Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits
Administration’, and ‘‘General Administra-
tion” accounts: Provided further, That
$560,025,000 shall be for information tech-
nology systems development, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2028: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available
for salaries and expenses, operations and
maintenance, and information technology
systems development may be transferred
among the three subaccounts after the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs requests from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available
for the ‘“‘Information Technology Systems”’
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account for development may be transferred
among projects or to newly defined projects:
Provided further, That no project may be in-
creased or decreased by more than $3,000,000
of cost prior to submitting a request to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress to make the transfer and
an approval is issued, or absent a response, a
period of 30 days has elapsed.
VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD

For activities related to implementation,
preparation, development, interface, man-
agement, rollout, and maintenance of a Vet-
erans Electronic Health Record system, in-
cluding contractual costs associated with op-
erations authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code, and salaries and ex-
penses of employees hired under titles 5 and
38, United States Code, $3,400,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2029: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress quar-
terly reports detailing obligations, expendi-
tures, and deployment implementation by
facility, including any changes from the de-
ployment plan or schedule: Provided further,
That the funds provided in this account shall
only be available to the Office of the Deputy
Secretary, to be administered by that Office:
Provided further, That 25 percent of the funds
made available under this heading shall not
be available until July 1, 2027, and are con-
tingent upon the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs providing to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a plan
by June 1, 2027, containing the following:

(1) an updated life-cycle cost estimate for
the EHRM program based on the Depart-
ment’s acceleration of deployments;

(2) an updated facility-by-facility deploy-
ment schedule for all facilities to receive the
EHRM program;

(3) a certification that all VA facilities
using the new EHR on or before April 1, 2024,
have exceeded or met certain health care
performance baseline metrics indicating
they have returned to their service delivery
levels in place prior to the deployment of the
new EHR; and

(4) an updated projection of Federal VA
staffing levels, contract support, and other
relevant activities required, and the re-
sources required to fund those activities, to
meet the deployment goal as outlined in (2),
including target Federal and contracted
staffing levels at VA Central Office and, each
local VA medical center with a slated de-
ployment in 2027 and 2028, as well as contract
support to provide technical and other
change management support to carry out the
deployments.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information
technology, in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C.
401 et seq.), $290,000,000, of which not to ex-
ceed 10 percent shall remain available until
September 30, 2028.

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or for any of the purposes set forth
in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of
title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, including planning, architec-
tural and engineering services, construction
management services, maintenance or guar-
antee period services costs associated with
equipment guarantees provided under the
project, services of claims analysts, offsite
utility and storm drainage system construc-
tion costs, and site acquisition, where the es-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

timated cost of a project is more than the
amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of
title 38, United States Code, or where funds
for a project were made available in a pre-
vious major project appropriation,
$660,670,000, of which $304,700,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2031, and of
which $355,970,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs
assessments which may or may not lead to
capital investments, and other capital asset
management related activities, including
portfolio development and management ac-
tivities, and planning, cost estimating, and
design for major medical facility projects
and major medical facility leases and invest-
ment strategy studies funded through the
advance planning fund and the planning and
design activities funded through the design
fund, staffing expenses, and funds provided
for the purchase, security, and maintenance
of land for the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration and the Veterans Health Administra-
tion through the land acquisition line item,
none of the funds made available under this
heading shall be used for any project that
has not been notified to Congress through
the budgetary process or that has not been
approved by the Congress through statute,
joint resolution, or in the explanatory state-
ment accompanying such Act and presented
to the President at the time of enrollment:
Provided further, That funds provided for the
Veterans Health Administration through the
land acquisition line item shall be only for
projects included on the five year develop-
ment plan notified to Congress through the
budgetary process: Provided further, That
such sums as may be necessary shall be
available to reimburse the ‘“‘General Admin-
istration” account for payment of salaries
and expenses of all Office of Construction
and Facilities Management employees to
support the full range of capital infrastruc-
ture services provided, including minor con-
struction and leasing services: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading for fiscal year 2027, for each ap-
proved project shall be obligated: (1) by the
awarding of a construction documents con-
tract by September 30, 2027; and (2) by the
awarding of a construction contract by Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall promptly
submit to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress a written report
on any approved major construction project
for which obligations are not incurred within
the time limitations established above: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding the re-
quirements of section 8104(a) of title 38,
United States Code, amounts made available
under this heading for seismic program man-
agement activities shall be available for the
completion of both new and existing seismic
projects of the Department.
CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, including planning and assessments
of needs which may lead to capital invest-
ments, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, maintenance or guarantee period serv-
ices costs associated with equipment guaran-
tees provided under the project, services of
claims analysts, offsite utility and storm
drainage system construction costs, and site
acquisition, or for any of the purposes set
forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81
of title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, where the estimated cost of a
project is equal to or less than the amount
set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38,
United States Code, $318,000,000, of which
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$210,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2031, and of which $108,000,000 shall
remain available until expended, along with
unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’ appropriations which
are hereby made available for any project
where the estimated cost is equal to or less
than the amount set forth in such section:
Provided, That funds made available under
this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to any of
the nonmedical facilities under the jurisdic-
tion or for the use of the Department which
are necessary because of loss or damage
caused by any natural disaster or catas-
trophe; and (2) temporary measures nec-
essary to prevent or to minimize further loss
by such causes.
GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES

For grants to assist States to acquire or
construct State nursing home and domi-
ciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or
alter existing hospital, nursing home, and
domiciliary facilities in State homes, for fur-
nishing care to veterans as authorized by
sections 8131 through 8137 of title 38, United
States Code, $171,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS
CEMETERIES

For grants to assist States and tribal orga-
nizations in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving veterans cemeteries as authorized by
section 2408 of title 38, United States Code,
$60,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

COST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES FUND

For investment in the delivery of veterans’
health care associated with exposure to envi-
ronmental hazards, the expenses incident to
the delivery of veterans’ health care and ben-
efits associated with exposure to environ-
mental hazards, and medical and other re-
search relating to exposure to environmental
hazards, as authorized by section 324 of title
38, United States Code, and in addition to
the amounts otherwise available for such
purposes in the appropriations provided in
this or prior Acts, including the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118-5),
$54,593,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; and, in addition, $53,715,000,000,
which shall become available on October 1,
2027, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year
2027 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’, ‘“‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’ may be transferred as
necessary to any other of the mentioned ap-
propriations: Provided, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Not to exceed 3 percent of
amounts made available for the Department
of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2027, in
this or any other Act, including prior Acts,
under the ‘Medical Services”, ‘“Medical
Community Care’’, ‘Medical Support and
Compliance’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities” ac-
counts may be transferred among the ac-
counts: Provided, That no such account shall
be increased by more than 3 percent, in this
or any other Act, by any such transfer: Pro-
vided further, That amounts may be trans-
ferred pursuant to this section only upon
written notification from the Secretary of
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Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the amount and purpose of the transfer and
subsequent approval from the Committees on
Appropriations of both House of Congress:
Provided further, That the transfer authority
provided in this section is in addition to any
other transfer authority provided by law.

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this
title for salaries and expenses shall be avail-
able for services authorized by section 3109 of
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; lease of a facility or land or
both; and uniforms or allowances therefore,
as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title
(except the appropriations for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Construction,
Minor Projects’) shall be available for the
purchase of any site for or toward the con-
struction of any new hospital or home.

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title
shall be available for healthcare treatment
or examination of any persons (except bene-
ficiaries entitled to such treatment or exam-
ination under the laws providing such bene-
fits to veterans, and persons receiving such
treatment under sections 7901 through 7904 of
title 5, United States Code, or the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)), unless
reimbursement of the cost of such treatment
or examination is made to the ‘‘Medical
Services’” account at such rates as may be
fixed by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this
title for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions”’, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’ shall be available for
payment of prior year accrued obligations
required to be recorded by law against the
corresponding prior year accounts within the
last quarter of fiscal year 2026.

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this
title shall be available to pay prior year obli-
gations of corresponding prior year appro-
priations accounts resulting from sections
3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of title 31, United
States Code, except that if such obligations
are from trust fund accounts they shall be
payable only from ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions’.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2027, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the
National Service Life Insurance Fund under
section 1920 of title 38, United States Code,
the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance Fund
under section 1923 of title 38, United States
Code, and the United States Government
Life Insurance Fund under section 1955 of
title 38, United States Code, reimburse the
“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration” and ‘Information
Technology Systems’ accounts for the cost
of administration of the insurance programs
financed through those accounts: Provided,
That reimbursement shall be made only from
the surplus earnings accumulated in such an
insurance program during fiscal year 2027
that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actu-
arially determined reserves have been set
aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program
exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accu-
mulated in that program, reimbursement
shall be made only to the extent of such sur-
plus earnings: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine the cost of adminis-
tration for fiscal year 2027 which is properly
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any
total disability income insurance included in
that insurance program.
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SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from en-
hanced-use lease proceeds to reimburse an
account for expenses incurred by that ac-
count during a prior fiscal year for providing
enhanced-use lease services shall be avail-
able until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or
funds for salaries and other administrative
expenses shall also be available to reimburse
the Office of Resolution Management, the
Office of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication, and the Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution function within the Office of
Human Resources and Administration for all
services provided at rates which will recover
actual costs but not to exceed $85,691,000 for
the Office of Resolution Management,
$8,807,000 for the Office of Employment Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication, and
$4,742,026 for the Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion function within the Office of Human Re-
sources and Administration: Provided, That
payments may be made in advance for serv-
ices to be furnished based on estimated
costs: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived shall be credited to the ‘‘General Ad-
ministration” and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ accounts for use by the office that
provided the service.

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of
Veterans Affairs shall be available for hos-
pital care, nursing home care, or medical
services provided to any person under chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, for a
non-service-connected disability described in
section 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that
person has disclosed to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary
may require, current, accurate third-party
reimbursement information for purposes of
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the
Secretary may recover, in the same manner
as any other debt due the United States, the
reasonable charges for such care or services
from any person who does not make such dis-
closure as required: Provided further, That
any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be
obligated by the Secretary during the fiscal
yvear in which amounts are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, proceeds or revenues derived
from enhanced-use leasing activities (includ-
ing disposal) may be deposited into the
‘“‘Construction, Major Projects” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’” accounts and be
used for construction (including site acquisi-
tion and disposition), alterations, and im-
provements of any medical facility under the
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department
of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized
are in addition to the amount provided for in
““Construction, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’.

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under
‘“Medical Services’ are available—

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities,
supplies, and equipment; and

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses,
and other expenses incidental to funerals and
burials for beneficiaries receiving care in the
Department.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United
States Code, may be transferred to the
‘“Medical Services” and ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’” accounts to remain available
until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts.

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may enter into agreements with Federally
Qualified Health Centers in the State of
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Alaska and Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations which are party to the Alaska Native
Health Compact with the Indian Health
Service, to provide healthcare, including be-
havioral health and dental care, to veterans
in rural Alaska. The Secretary shall require
participating veterans and facilities to com-
ply with all appropriate rules and regula-
tions, as established by the Secretary. The
term ‘‘rural Alaska’ shall mean those lands
which are not within the boundaries of the
municipality of Anchorage or the Fairbanks
North Star Borough.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Department of Veterans Affairs Cap-
ital Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of
title 38, United States Code, may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘Construction, Major Projects”
and ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects” ac-
counts, to remain available until expended
for the purposes of these accounts.

SEC. 217. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a report on the financial status of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for the
preceding quarter: Provided, That, at a min-
imum, the report shall include the direction
contained in the paragraph entitled ‘‘Quar-
terly reporting’’, under the heading ‘‘General
Administration” in the joint explanatory
statement accompanying Public Law 114-223.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 218. Amounts made available under
the ‘“Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Commu-
nity Care”, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘“‘Medical Facilities”, ‘‘General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration”, ‘“Board of Veterans Appeals”,
“General Administration’, and ‘‘National
Cemetery Administration” accounts for fis-
cal year 2027 may be transferred to or from
the ‘“‘Information Technology Systems’ ac-
count: Provided, That such transfers may not
result in a more than 10 percent aggregate
increase in the total amount made available
by this Act for the ‘“‘Information Technology
Systems’ account: Provided further, That, be-
fore a transfer may take place, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall request from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 219. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2027 for ‘‘Medical Services’, ‘‘Medical
Community Care’”, ‘“‘Medical Support and
Compliance”, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’, and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’’, up to $710,778,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That
section 220 of title II of division D of Public
Law 119-37, is repealed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to

the Department of Veterans Affairs which
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become available on October 1, 2027, for
“Medical Services”, ‘“‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Compliance”,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’”, up to $760,767,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 25671) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 221. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United
States Code, for healthcare provided at fa-
cilities designated as combined Federal med-
ical facilities as described by section 706 of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public
Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint De-
partment of Defense—Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility Demonstra-
tion Fund, established by section 1704 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat.
2571); and (2) for operations of the facilities
designated as combined Federal medical fa-
cilities as described by section 706 of the
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That, not-
withstanding section 1704(b)(3) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2573),
amounts transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration
Fund shall remain available until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. Of the amounts available in this
title for ‘‘Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Com-
munity Care’, ‘“‘Medical Support and Com-
pliance’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’, a min-
imum of $15,000,000 shall be transferred to
the DOD-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive
Fund, as authorized by section 8111(d) of title
38, United States Code, to remain available
until expended, for any purpose authorized
by section 8111 of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 223. None of the funds available to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or
any other Act, may be used to replace the
current system by which the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks select and contract
for diabetes monitoring supplies and equip-
ment.

SEC. 224. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of all bid
savings in a major construction project that
total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the
programmed amount of the project, which-
ever is less: Provided, That such notification
shall occur within 14 days of a contract iden-
tifying the programmed amount: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 14 days prior to the obli-
gation of such bid savings and shall describe
the anticipated use of such savings.

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available
for ‘“‘Construction, Major Projects’” may be
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used for a project in excess of the scope spec-
ified for that project in the original jus-
tification data provided to the Congress as
part of the request for appropriations unless
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs receives
approval from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 226. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a quarterly report containing per-
formance measures and data from each Vet-
erans Benefits Administration Regional Of-
fice: Provided, That, at a minimum, the re-
port shall include the direction contained in
the section entitled ‘‘Disability claims back-
log”’, under the heading ‘‘General Operating
Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion” in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying Public Law 114-223: Provided fur-
ther, That the report shall also include infor-
mation on the number of appeals pending at
the Veterans Benefits Administration as well
as the Board of Veterans Appeals on a quar-
terly basis.

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide written notification to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 15 days prior to organiza-
tional changes which result in the transfer of
25 or more full-time equivalents from one or-
ganizational unit of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to another.

SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress notification of any single
national outreach and awareness marketing
campaign in which obligations exceed
$1,000,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 229. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
upon determination that such action is nec-
essary to address needs of the Veterans
Health Administration, may transfer to the
‘“Medical Services’ account not to exceed 3
percent of any discretionary appropriations
made available for fiscal year 2027 in this
title (except the appropriation made to the
‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’ account) or not to ex-
ceed 3 percent of any discretionary unobli-
gated balances within the Department of
Veterans Affairs, including not to exceed 3
percent of those appropriated for fiscal year
2027, that were provided in advance by appro-
priations Acts: Provided, That the transfer
authority provided in this section is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority provided
by law: Provided further, That no amounts
may be transferred from amounts that were
designated by Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985:
Provided further, That such authority to
transfer may not be used unless for higher
priority items, based on emergent healthcare
requirements, than those for which origi-
nally appropriated and in no case where the
item for which funds are requested has been
denied by Congress: Provided further, That,
upon determination that all or part of the
funds transferred from an appropriation are
not necessary, such amounts may be trans-
ferred back to that appropriation and shall
be available for the same purposes as origi-
nally appropriated: Provided further, That be-
fore a transfer may take place pursuant to
this section, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs must provide written notification of the
amount and purpose of the transfer and sub-
sequent approval from the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 230. Amounts made available for the
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year 2027, under the ‘“‘Board of Veterans Ap-
peals’ and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration’” accounts
may be transferred between such accounts:
Provided, That before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request.

SEC. 231. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such in-
stance of reprogramming will exceed a cu-
mulative $7,000,000, unless such reprogram-
ming is approved by the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 232. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall ensure that the toll-free suicide
hotline under section 1720F(h) of title 38,
United States Code—

(1) provides to individuals who contact the
hotline immediate assistance from a trained
professional; and

(2) adheres to all requirements of the
American Association of Suicidology.

(b)(1) None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to enforce or otherwise
carry out any Executive action that pro-
hibits the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from
appointing an individual to occupy a vacant
civil service position, or establishing a new
civil service position, at the Department of
Veterans Affairs with respect to such a posi-
tion relating to the hotline specified in sub-
section (a).

(2) In this subsection—

(A) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 2101(1) of title
5, United States Code; and

(B) the term ‘‘Executive action’ includes—

(i) any Executive order, Presidential
memorandum, or other action by the Presi-
dent; and

(ii) any agency policy, order, or other di-
rective.

(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall conduct a study on the effectiveness of
the hotline specified in subsection (a) during
the b-year period beginning on January 1,
2016, based on an analysis of national suicide
data and data collected from such hotline.

(2) At a minimum, the study required by
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline specified in subsection
(a) and who receive follow up services from
the hotline or mental health services from
the Department of Veterans Affairs there-
after;

(B) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline who are not referred to,
or do not continue receiving, mental health
care who commit suicide; and

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or
attempt suicide.

SEC. 233. Effective during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2018, and ending on Janu-
ary 1, 2028, none of the funds made available
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs by this
or any other Act may be obligated or ex-
pended in contravention of the ‘‘Veterans
Health Administration Clinical Preventive
Services Guidance Statement on the Vet-
erans Health Administration’s Screening for
Breast Cancer Guidance’ published on May
10, 2017, as issued by the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration National Center for Health Pro-
motion and Disease Prevention.

SEC. 234. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the ‘‘Medical
Services” account may be used to provide—

(1) fertility counseling and treatment
using assisted reproductive technology to a
covered veteran or the spouse of a covered
veteran; or
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(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered
veteran.

(b) In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘service-connected’ has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’ means a
veteran, as such term is defined in section
101 of title 38, United States Code, who has a
service-connected disability that results in
the inability of the veteran to procreate
without the use of fertility treatment.

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproduc-
tive assistance provided to a member of the
Armed Forces who incurs a serious injury or
illness on active duty pursuant to section
1074(c)(4)(A) of title 10, United States Code,
as described in the memorandum on the sub-
ject of ‘“‘Policy for Assisted Reproductive
Services for the Benefit of Seriously or Se-
verely Ill/Injured (Category II or III) Active
Duty Service Members’ issued by the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued to
implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits avail-
able to such a member except that—

(A) the time periods regarding embryo
cryopreservation and storage set forth in
part III(G) and in part IV(H) of such memo-
randum shall not apply; and

(B) such term includes embryo
cryopreservation and storage without limita-
tion on the duration of such
cryopreservation and storage.

(4) The term ‘‘adoption reimbursement’
means reimbursement for the adoption-re-
lated expenses for an adoption that is final-
ized after the date of the enactment of this
Act under the same terms as apply under the
adoption reimbursement program of the De-
partment of Defense, as authorized in De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1341.09, in-
cluding the reimbursement limits and re-
quirements set forth in such instruction.

(¢) Amounts made available for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion are subject to the requirements for
funds contained in section 508 of division H
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141).

SEC. 235. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act or any
other Act for the Department of Veterans
Affairs may be used in a manner that is in-
consistent with: (1) section 842 of the Trans-
portation, Treasury, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Judiciary, the District of Co-
lumbia, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109-115; 119
Stat. 2506); or (2) section 8110(a)(5) of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 236. Section 842 of Public Law 109-115
shall not apply to conversion of an activity
or function of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, Veterans Benefits Administration,
or National Cemetery Administration to
contractor performance by a business con-
cern that is at least 51 percent owned by one
or more Indian Tribes as defined in section
5304(e) of title 25, United States Code, or one
or more Native Hawaiian Organizations as
defined in section 637(a)(15) of title 15, United
States Code.

SEC. 237. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Labor, shall
discontinue collecting and using Social Se-
curity account numbers to authenticate in-
dividuals in all information systems of the
Department of Veterans Affairs for all indi-
viduals not later than September 30, 2027.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
collect and use a Social Security account
number to identify an individual, in accord-
ance with section 552a of title 5, United
States Code, in an information system of the
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Department of Veterans Affairs if and only if
the use of such number is necessary to:

(1) obtain or provide information the Sec-
retary requires from an information system
that is not under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary;

(2) comply with a law, regulation, or court
order;

(3) perform anti-fraud activities; or

(4) identify a specific individual where no
adequate substitute is available.

(c) The matter in subsections (a) and (b)
shall supersede section 237 of division A of
Public Law 119-37.

SEC. 238. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2027 and 2028 for ‘‘Medical Services’’,
section 239 of division A of Public Law 114-
223 shall apply.

SEC. 239. None of the funds appropriated in
this or prior appropriations Acts or other-
wise made available to the Department of
Veterans Affairs may be used to transfer any
amounts from the Filipino Veterans Equity
Compensation Fund to any other account
within the Department of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 240. Of the funds provided to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal year 2027 and fiscal year 2028 for ‘‘Medical
Services”’, funds may be used in each year to
carry out and expand the child care program
authorized by section 205 of Public Law 111-
163, notwithstanding subsection (e) of such
section.

SEC. 241. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title may
be used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to enter into an agreement related to resolv-
ing a dispute or claim with an individual
that would restrict in any way the individual
from speaking to Members of Congress or
their staff on any topic not otherwise prohib-
ited from disclosure by Federal law or re-
quired by Executive order to be kept secret
in the interest of national defense or the
conduct of foreign affairs.

SEC. 242. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to deny an Inspector General funded
under this Act timely access to any records,
documents, or other materials available to
the department or agency over which that
Inspector General has responsibilities under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C.
401 et seq.), or to prevent or impede the ac-
cess of the Inspector General to such records,
documents, or other materials, under any
provision of law, except a provision of law
that expressly refers to such Inspector Gen-
eral and expressly limits the right of access.

(b) A department or agency covered by this
section shall provide its Inspector General
access to all records, documents, and other
materials in a timely manner.

(¢c) Each Inspector General shall ensure
compliance with statutory limitations on
disclosure relevant to the information pro-
vided by the establishment over which that
Inspector General has responsibilities under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
401 et seq.).

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this
section shall report to the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives within 5 calendar days of
any failure by any department or agency
covered by this section to comply with this
requirement.

SEC. 243. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used in a manner that
would increase wait times for veterans who
seek care at medical facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 244. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act to the
Veterans Health Administration may be used
in fiscal year 2027 to convert any program
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which received specific purpose funds in fis-
cal year 2026 to a general purpose funded pro-
gram unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs submits written notification of any
such proposal to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
30 days prior to any such action and an ap-
proval is issued by the Committees.

SEC. 245. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2027 and 2028, section 248 of division A of
Public Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 246. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to conduct research commencing on
or after July 1, 2025, that uses any canine, fe-
line, or non-human primate unless the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs approves such re-
search specifically and in writing pursuant
to subsection (b).

(b)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may approve the conduct of research com-
mencing on or after July 1, 2025, using ca-
nines, felines, or non-human primates if the
Secretary certifies that—

(A) the scientific objectives of the research
can only be met by using such canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates and cannot be
met using other animal models, in vitro
models, computational models, human clin-
ical studies, or other research alternatives;

(B) such scientific objectives are necessary
to advance research benefiting veterans and
are directly related to an illness or injury
that is combat-related as defined by 10
U.S.C. 1413(e);

(C) the research is consistent with the re-
vised Department of Veterans Affairs canine
research policy document dated December
15, 2017, including any subsequent revisions
to such document; and

(D) ethical considerations regarding mini-
mizing the harm experienced by canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates are included in
evaluating the scientific necessity of the re-
search.

(2) The Secretary may not delegate the au-
thority under this subsection.

(c) If the Secretary approves any new re-
search pursuant to subsection (b), not later
than 30 days before the commencement of
such research, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port describing—

(1) the nature of the research to be con-
ducted using canines, felines, or non-human
primates;

(2) the date on which the Secretary ap-
proved the research;

(3) the USDA pain category on the ap-
proved use;

(4) the justification for the determination
of the Secretary that the scientific objec-
tives of such research could only be met
using canines, felines, or non-human pri-
mates, and methods used to make such de-
termination;

(5) the frequency and duration of such re-
search; and

(6) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of the research,
and animal welfare.

(d) The Secretary shall submit a biannual
report to such Committees describing—

(1) any research being conducted by the
Department of Veterans Affairs using ca-
nines, felines, or non-human primates as of
the date of the submittal of the report;

(2) the circumstances under which such re-
search was conducted using canines, felines,
or non-human primates;

(3) the justification for using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates to conduct
such research;

(4) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of such research;
and
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(5) the development and adoption of alter-
natives to canines, felines, or non-human
primate research.

(e) The Department of Veterans Affairs
must submit to voluntary U.S. Department
of Agriculture inspections of canine, feline,
and non-human primate research facilities.

(f) The Secretary shall submit an annual
report to such Committees describing—

(1) any violations of the Animal Welfare
Act, the Public Health Service Policy on Hu-
mane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,
or other Department of Veterans Affairs
policies related to oversight of animal re-
search found during that quarter in VA re-
search facilities;

(2) immediate corrective actions taken;
and

(3) specific actions taken to prevent their
recurrence.

SEC. 247. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may use amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available in this title to ensure
that the ratio of veterans to full-time em-
ployment equivalents within any program of
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of
title 38, United States Code, does not exceed
125 veterans to one full-time employment
equivalent.

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the pro-
grams of rehabilitation conducted under
chapter 31 of title 38, United States Code, in-
cluding—

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff
ratio for each such program; and

(2) recommendations for such action as the
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the
veteran-to-staff ratio for each such program.

SEC. 248. Amounts made available for the
“Veterans Health Administration, Medical
Community Care’ account in this or any
other Act for fiscal years 2027 and 2028 may
be used for expenses that would otherwise be
payable from the Veterans Choice Fund es-
tablished by section 802 of the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act, as
amended (38 U.S.C. 1701 note).

SEC. 249. Obligations and expenditures ap-
plicable to the ‘“Medical Services’” account
in fiscal years 2017 through 2019 for aid to
state homes (as authorized by section 1741 of
title 38, United States Code) shall remain in
the ‘“Medical Community Care’ account for
such fiscal years.

SEC. 250. Of the amounts made available
for the Department of Veterans Affairs for
fiscal year 2027, in this or any other Act,
under the ‘‘Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Services’, ‘‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Community Care’’,
“Veterans Health Administration—Medical
Support and Compliance”’, ‘‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Facilities”, and
“Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund” ac-
counts, $1,444,000,000 shall be made available
for gender-specific care and programmatic
efforts to deliver care for women veterans;
$700,000,000 shall be made available for sui-
cide prevention outreach programs;
$3,500,000,000 shall be made available for the
Caregivers program; $42,000,000 shall be made
available for the National Center for Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder; $80,000,000 shall
be made available for the Neurology Centers
of Excellence; $349,000,000 shall be made
available for rural health care; $3,459,121,000
shall be made available for veterans’ home-
lessness programs; $6,365,000,000 shall be
made available for telehealth for veterans;
$709,573,000 shall be made available for opioid
prevention and treatment programs; and,
$31,997,000 shall be made available for the In-
timate Partner Violence Assistance Pro-
gram.

SEC. 251. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in fiscal year 2027 in the ‘“‘Recurring Ex-
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penses Transformational Fund” established
in section 243 of division J of Public Law 114-
113, and in addition to any funds otherwise
made available for such purposes in this,
prior, or subsequent fiscal years,
$1,450,000,000 shall be available for con-
structing, altering, extending, and improving
medical facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, including all supporting activi-
ties and required contingencies, during the
period of availability of the Fund: Provided,
That prior to obligation of any of the funds
provided in this section, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs must provide a plan for the
execution of the funds appropriated in this
section to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress and such Com-
mittees issue an approval, or absent a re-
sponse, a period of 30 days has elapsed.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 252. Not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds made available in this Act and any
available unobligated balances from prior
Acts: Provided, That the budget resource cat-
egories supporting the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration shall be reported by the subcat-
egories ‘‘Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Com-
munity Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Com-
pliance’, and ‘“‘Medical and Prosthetic Re-
search’: Provided further, That not later than
30 days after the end of each fiscal quarter,
the Secretary shall submit a quarterly re-
port on the status of the funds, including, at
a minimum, an update on obligations by pro-
gram, project or activity.

SEC. 2563. Any amounts transferred to the
Secretary and administered by a corporation
referred to in section 7364(b) of title 38,
United States Code, between October 1, 2017
and September 30, 2018 for purposes of car-
rying out an order placed with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs pursuant to section
1535 of title 31, United States Code, that are
available for obligation pursuant to section
7364(b)(1) of title 38, United States Code, are
to remain available for the liquidation of
valid obligations incurred by such corpora-
tion during the period of performance of such
order, provided that the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines that such amounts
need to remain available for such liquida-
tion.

SEC. 2564. None of the funds in this or any
other Act may be used to close Department
of Veterans Affairs hospitals, domiciliaries,
or clinics, conduct an environmental assess-
ment, or to diminish healthcare services at
existing Veterans Health Administration
medical facilities as part of a planned re-
alignment of services until the Secretary
provides to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a report in-
cluding an analysis of how any such planned
realignment of services will impact access to
care for veterans living in rural or highly
rural areas, including travel distances and
transportation costs to access a Department
medical facility and availability of local spe-
cialty and primary care.

SEC. 255. Unobligated balances available
under the headings ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects” and “‘Construction, Minor
Projects’” may be obligated by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for a facility pursuant to
section 2(e)(1) of the Communities Helping
Invest through Property and Improvements
Needed for Veterans Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-294; 38 U.S.C. 8103 note), as amended, to
provide additional funds or to fund an esca-
lation clause under such section of such Act:
Provided, That before such unobligated bal-
ances are obligated pursuant to this section,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropria-
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tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to obligate such unobligated balances
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed: Provided further, That the request to
obligate such unobligated balances must pro-
vide Congress notice that the entity de-
scribed in section 2(a)(2) of Public Law 114-
294, as amended, has exhausted available cost
containment approaches as set forth in the
agreement under section 2(c) of such Public
Law.

SEC. 256. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2027 for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs may be obligated, awarded, or
expended to procure or purchase covered in-
formation technology equipment in cases
where the manufacturer, bidder, or offeror,
or any subsidiary or parent entity of the
manufacturer, bidder, or offeror, of the
equipment is an entity, or parent company
of an entity listed on any of the following:

(1) the Department of Defense’s Chinese
Military Company List;

(2) the Department of the Treasury’s Non-
SDN Chinese Military Industrial Complex
Companies List;

(3) the Department of Commerce’s Denied
Persons List, Entity List, or Military End
User List, if the entity is—

(A) an agency or instrumentality of the
People’s Republic of China;

(B) an entity headquartered in the People’s
Republic of China; or

(C) directly or indirectly owned or con-
trolled by an agency, instrumentality, or en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) or (B); or

(4) the Department of Homeland Security’s
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act Entity
List.

(b) APPLICABILITY TO THIRD PARTIES.—The
prohibition in subsection (a) also applies in
cases in which the Secretary has contracted
with a third party for the procurement, pur-
chase, or expenditure of funds on any of the
equipment and software described in such
subsection.

(c) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered information tech-
nology equipment’’ shall mean the following
equipment used in an office environment:
computers, printers, or interoperable
videoconferencing equipment used in or by
the Department of Veterans Affairs directly.
“Covered information technology equip-
ment” shall not refer to services that use
such equipment, including cloud services.

SEC. 257. During the period beginning on
October 1, 2026 and ending on September 30,
2027, none of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to administer, imple-
ment, or enforce the final rule issued by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs relating to
‘“‘Change in Rates VA Pays for Special Modes
of Transportation’ (88 Fed. Reg. 10032) and
published on February 16, 2023.

SEC. 258. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to pay award or incentive fees for con-
tractors whose performance has been judged
to be below satisfactory, behind schedule,
over budget, or has failed to meet the basic
requirements of a contract, unless the Agen-
cy determines that any such deviations are
due to unforeseeable events, government-
driven scope changes, or are not significant
within the overall scope of the project and/or
program and unless such awards or incentive
fees are consistent with section 16.401(e)(2) of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

SEC. 259. The Department is directed to
maintain staffing levels to facilitate the De-
partment’s own goals, including that bene-
fits claims are adjudicated according to the
125 day goal, and that healthcare appoint-
ments and service are provided in the time-
frames required by statute and regulation.
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SEC. 260. Notwithstanding any other law,
by no later than September 30, 2027, the Sec-
retary shall commence construction of the
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Ba-
kersfield, California or move services cur-
rently being provided at the current Commu-
nity Based Outpatient Clinic in Bakersfield,
California to an appropriate, temporary
space until such a time that the new facility
can be constructed in accordance with Lease
N0.36C10F201.0008.

SEC. 261. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to reduce the staff-
ing, hours of operation, or services of the
Veterans Crisis Line or any other suicide
prevention program of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

TITLE III
RELATED AGENCIES
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, including the acquisition
of land or interest in land in foreign coun-
tries; purchases and repair of uniforms for
caretakers of national cemeteries and monu-
ments outside of the United States and its
territories and possessions; rent of office and
garage space in foreign countries; purchase
(one-for-one replacement basis only) and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed
$15,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and insurance of official
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $107,925,000,
to remain available until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, such sums as may be
necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended, for purposes authorized by section
2109 of title 36, United States Code.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims as authorized by sections 7251
through 7298 of title 38, United States Code,
$50,000,000, of which $3,000,000 shall be avail-
able until September 30, 2027: Provided, That
$4,300,000 shall be available for the purpose of
providing financial assistance as described
and in accordance with the process and re-
porting procedures set forth under this head-
ing in Public Law 102-229.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for maintenance,
operation, and improvement of Arlington
National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery, including
the purchase or lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement on a one-for-one basis
only, and not to exceed $2,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses,
$118,000,000, of which not to exceed $15,000,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2029. In addition, such sums as may be nec-
essary for parking maintenance, repairs and
replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease
of Department of Defense Real Property for
Defense Agencies’ account.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
TRUST FUND

For expenses necessary for the Armed
Forces Retirement Home to operate and
maintain the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Washington, District of Columbia,
and the Armed Forces Retirement Home—
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Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds
available in the Armed Forces Retirement
Home Trust Fund, $77,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2028, of which
$2,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of
the physical plants at the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Gulfport, Mississippi: Provided, That
of the amounts made available under this
heading from funds available in the Armed
Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund,
$27,000,000 shall be paid from the general fund
of the Treasury to the Trust Fund.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

SEC. 301. Amounts deposited into the spe-
cial account established under 10 U.S.C. 7727
are appropriated and shall be available until
expended to support activities at the Army
National Military Cemeteries.

TITLE IV
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for any program,
project, or activity, when it is made known
to the Federal entity or official to which the
funds are made available that the program,
project, or activity is not in compliance with
any Federal law relating to risk assessment,
the protection of private property rights, or
unfunded mandates.

SEC. 403. All departments and agencies
funded under this Act are encouraged, within
the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘“‘E-
Commerce’’ technologies and procedures in
the conduct of their business practices and
public service activities.

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all re-
ports and notifications required by this Act
shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Subcommittee on Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate.

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this or any other appropriations
Act.

SEC. 406. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for a project or pro-
gram named for an individual serving as a
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 407. (a) Any agency receiving funds
made available in this Act, shall, subject to
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public
Web site of that agency any report required
to be submitted by the Congress in this or
any other Act, upon the determination by
the head of the agency that it shall serve the
national interest.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains confidential or pro-
prietary information.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less
than 45 days.

SEC. 408. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
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establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by an agency of the
executive branch to pay for first-class travel
by an employee of the agency in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to execute a con-
tract for goods or services, including con-
struction services, where the contractor has
not complied with Executive Order No. 12989.

SEC. 411. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used in contravention of
section 101(f)(8) of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 412. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this
Act may be used to construct, renovate, or
expand any facility in the United States, its
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

(c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 413. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5502 of title
38, United States Code, in any case arising
out of the administration by the Secretary
of laws and benefits under such title, to re-
port a person who is deemed mentally inca-
pacitated, mentally incompetent, or to be
experiencing an extended loss of conscious-
ness as a person who has been adjudicated as
a mental defective under subsection (d)(4) or
(2)(4) of section 922 of title 18, United States
Code, without the order or finding of a judge,
magistrate, or other judicial authority of
competent jurisdiction that such person is a
danger to himself or herself or others.

SEC. 414. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used in any way, directly or
indirectly, to influence congressional action
on any legislation or appropriation matter
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEC. 415. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that the policies and require-
ments described in the transmittal sheet of
the Veterans Health Administration pub-
lished on August 8, 2019, titled ‘“‘Smoke-Free
Policy for Employees at VA Health Care Fa-
cilities (VHA Directive 1085.01)’ remain in
effect.

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT

SEC. 416. $0.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2027,
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The Acting CHAIR. All points of
order against provisions in the bill are
waived.

No amendment to the bill shall be in
order except those printed in part B of
House Report 119-648, amendments en
bloc described in section 7 of House
Resolution 1275, and pro forma amend-
ments described in section 8 of that
resolution.

Each amendment printed in part B of
the report shall be considered only in
the order printed in the report, may be
offered only by a Member designated in
the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment except as provided in section 8 of
House Resolution 1275, and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the
question.

It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Appro-
priations or his designee to offer
amendments en bloc consisting of
amendments printed in part B of the
report not earlier disposed of. Amend-
ments en bloc shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for 20 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their designees, shall not be subject to
amendment, except as provided by sec-
tion 8 of House Resolution 1275, and
shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees may offer up to 10 pro forma
amendments each at any point for the
purpose of debate.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC OFFERED BY MR. CARTER
OF TEXAS

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair,
pursuant to House Resolution 1275, I
offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc consisting of
amendment Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4,5,6,7, 8,9, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24,
25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,
38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, and 51 printed in
part B of House Report 119-648, offered
by Mr. CARTER of Texas:

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. ALFORD OF
MISSOURI

Page 27, line 18, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000) (reduced by
$5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. BEAN OF

FLORIDA

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000) (reduced by
$5,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. BEAN OF

FLORIDA

Page 40, line 24, after the dollar amount,
inserting ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000) (reduced
by $5,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,

inserting ‘‘(reduced by $3,500,000)"’.
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Page 37, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
serting ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".

Page 35, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $3,500,000)’.

Page 45, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $2,000,000)’.
Page 45, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)".
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT OF
COLORADO

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(reduced by $3,000,000)’.
Page 40, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. CARSON OF
INDIANA

Page 35, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $94,000,000)"".

Page 37, line 18, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(decreased by $100,000,000)"’.

Page 37, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(decreased by $100,000,000).

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MR. CROW OF

COLORADO

Page 31, line 13, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘“‘(increased by $500,000)".
Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $500,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MS. ELFRETH
OF MARYLAND

Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘“‘(increased by $86,000,000) (reduced by
$86,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 13 OFFERED BY MR. VICENTE

GONZALEZ OF TEXAS

Page 31, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)(increased by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 14 OFFERED BY MR. VICENTE

GONZALEZ OF TEXAS

Page 26, line 23, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000)(reduced by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MR. VINCENTE

GONZALEZ OF TEXAS

Page 45, line 9 after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MR. VINCENTE

GONZALEZ OF TEXAS

Page 31, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 17 OFFERED BY MR.
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY

Page 31, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $285,000,000) (increased by
$285,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MR. GRAVES OF
MISSOURI

Page 7, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $63,000,000)(reduced by
$63,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 19 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS
OF VIRGINIA

Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)’.
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AMENDMENT NO. 20 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS
OF VIRGINIA
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)"°.
AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS
OF VIRGINIA
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)"".
AMENDMENT NO. 22 OFFERED BY MRS. KIGGANS
OF VIRGINIA
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)".
AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES OF
TENNESSEE
Page 2, line 15, after the dollar amount, in-

sert (reduced by $1,000,000)(increased by
$1,000,000).
AMENDMENT NO. 25 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES OF

TENNESSEE

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to prepare more
than one environmental impact statement
under section 102(2)(C) of the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4331)
for a military construction project bearing
the same project number listed in Block 7 of
Department of Defense Form 1391, unless the
preparation of more than one such environ-
mental impact statement is required under
an order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

AMENDMENT NO. 26 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES OF
TENNESSEE

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. ____. None of the funds made available
by this Act under the heading ‘‘Medical Com-
munity Care’” may be used in contravention
of section 17.4040(a)(2) of title 38, Code of
Federal Regulations.

AMENDMENT NO. 27 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES OF
TENNESSEE

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act under the heading ‘‘Military Con-
struction, Navy and Marine Corps’” may be
used for architectural and engineering serv-
ices or construction design for a facility
classified as Administrative under the De-
partment of Defense Real Property Cat-
egorization System unless such architectural
and engineering services or construction de-
sign is for a facility classified under such
categorization system as—

(1) Operation and Training;

(2) Maintenance and Production;

(3) Housing and Community; or

(4) Utility and Ground Improvements.
AMENDMENT NO. 28 OFFERED BY MR. PAPPAS OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Page 41, line 19, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (in-
creased by $1,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 30 OFFERED BY MS. PETTERSEN
OF COLORADO

Page 41, line 19, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘“(reduced by
$5,000,000)(increased by $5,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 31 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL

OF WASHINGTON

Page 2, line 13, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $12,000,000) (reduced by
$12,000,000)’.

AMENDMENT NO. 32 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL

OF WASHINGTON

Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000) (reduced by
$5,000,000)".
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AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $12,000,000) (reduced by
$12,000,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 34 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000) (reduced by
$5,000,000)"".
AMENDMENT NO. 35 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $15,000,000)(reduced by
$15,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 36 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $12,000,000)(reduced by
$12,000,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 37 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 2, line 13, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by
$1,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $20,000,000) (reduced by
$20,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 39 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000) (reduced by
$10,000,000)’.
AMENDMENT NO. 40 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON
Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $8,000,000) (reduced by
$8,000,000)"’.
AMENDMENT NO. 41 OFFERED BY MS. RANDALL
OF WASHINGTON

Page 3, line 10, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000)(reduced by
$10,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 46 OFFERED BY MS. SEWELL OF
ALABAMA

Page 7, line 7, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $15,000,000)(reduced by
$15,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 47 OFFERED BY MR. STANTON

OF ARIZONA

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000)(reduced by
$5,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 48 OFFERED BY MR. STANTON

OF ARIZONA

Page 31, line 16, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $5,000,000)"".

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert “(reduced by $5,000,000)"".

Page 75, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “‘(increased by $5,000,000)"".

AMENDMENT NO. 51 OFFERED BY MR.
WALKINSHAW OF VIRGINIA

Page 36, line 15, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by
$1,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1275, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CARTER) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) each will control
10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
rise in favor of these amendments en
bloc. It includes bipartisan amend-
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ments that both sides have agreed to.
These are noncontroversial and raise
awareness to a variety of issues.

I appreciate the ranking member, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, working with us
on these amendments, and I ask for
your support and urge its adoption.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I rise in support of these
amendments en bloc. This en bloc con-
tains noncontroversial amendments
that raise awareness on the programs
that we all care about. It includes the
need to address a variety of medical
care issues at the VA, addresses the VA
construction backlog, constructs more
State extended-care facilities, expe-
dites claims processing, and draws at-
tention to our defense infrastructure,
specifically at public shipyards.

I encourage my colleagues to support
these amendments en bloc, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. RAN-
DALL).

Ms. RANDALL. Mr. Chair, I strongly
support this bipartisan package of
amendments which include 11 key pri-
orities for military families in my dis-
trict.

Our military’s readiness relies on the
people and facilities that keep it run-
ning every day.

My district is home to Naval Base
Kitsap, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard,
the Tacoma Narrows Reserve Center,
and constituents stationed at Joint
Base Lewis-McChord.

I have seen the challenges at these
installations firsthand. Workers are
stuck in traffic trying to get to the
shipyard during shift changes. Military
families, like so many others, are
struggling to access affordable
childcare. Aging water infrastructure
continues to strain naval installations.
Veterans in rural communities are
driving hours across my district just to
reach specialty care appointments.

My amendments take practical steps
to address these problems. They will
help strengthen electrical grid resil-
ience in our public shipyards, improve
industrial safety infrastructure, mod-
ernize aging water and wastewater sys-
tems, and improve transportation ac-
cess around naval installations.

This package also invests in military
families through expanded childcare
capacity, workforce support spaces,
and employment resources for military
spouses.

Importantly, one of my amendments
would require an assessment of trans-
portation barriers.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 30 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Washington.
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Ms. RANDALL. Mr. Chair, impor-
tantly, one of my amendments would
require an assessment of transpor-
tation barriers facing veterans in rural
and highly rural communities seeking
specialty care.

These are practical investments.
These strengthen readiness. They sup-
port families, and they will improve
the lives of people who serve this coun-
try every single day.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan package.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Maryland (Ms. ELFRETH).

Ms. ELFRETH. Mr. Chair, I rise in
support of amendment No. 12 included
in this en bloc package and thank the
committee for their hard work.

For over 180 years, the United States
Naval Academy has educated and
trained our Nation’s finest sailors, ma-
rines, and even some Members of Con-
gress.

But the academy faces a very real
and ongoing challenge of stormwater
flooding impacting the readiness of
America’s midshipmen.

In 2024 alone, there were 85 days of
flooding on the yard. My amendment
highlights the key part of the acad-
emy’s installation resilience plan by
raising Congress’ bipartisan support for
the Lejeune cistern, a stormwater
management system, to address this
flooding and ensure midshipmen con-
tinue to receive the highest quality,
uninterrupted education needed to
serve our Nation.

I am thankful for my cosponsor, Con-
gressman DELUZIO, and Naval Academy
alums ELLZEY and LALOTA who have
also expressed support for this amend-
ment.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire (Ms.
GOODLANDER).

Ms. GOODLANDER. Mr. Chair, I rise
in support of this bipartisan package of
amendments, which includes an amend-
ment I am proud to be leading along-
side my colleague from New Hamp-
shire, Congressman PAPPAS.

This amendment does an important
thing for New Hampshire’s veterans.
We are home to more than 80,000 vet-
erans in the Granite State.

We are the only State in the 48 conti-
nental States that doesn’t have a full-
service VA medical center. This gap
has got to be addressed, and this
amendment takes important steps to
that end, to make sure that every vet-
eran who has put their lives on the line
for our country gets the healthcare
they need, when they need it, and
where they need it.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan amendment.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr.
WALKINSHAW).

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Chair, I rise
in support of the bipartisan amend-
ments en bloc, which includes my
amendment to address air quality for
our veterans and the Federal employ-
ees who care for them.

The  Dbipartisan package makes
progress on important veteran
healthcare priorities as well as funding
for the Toxic Exposures Fund, but our
work is far from finished.

When it comes to ensuring that our
Federal Government is leading by ex-
ample and tackling one of the most en-
during and largely unaddressed na-
tional priorities in the post-COVID
world, we must upgrade our building
standards to ensure we have the high-
est possible air quality.

My amendment emphasizes the im-
portance of ensuring the MILCON-VA
facilities meet indoor air quality ven-
tilation and HVAC performance stand-
ards and the need for strengthened
oversight and GAO review of indoor air
quality conditions in these buildings.

Our civilians, doctors, patients, and
nurses at VA facilities and our
warfighters deserve the peace of mind
and confidence that the air they are
breathing is safe.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Chair, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Chair, | rise in strong
support of my amendment No. 9 to H.R. 8469,
the Fiscal Year 2027 Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act.

When Americans serve our country, we
have a responsibility to support them when
they come home. That means giving the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs the tools it needs
to treat veterans today and find better ways to
help them recover tomorrow.

My amendment is straightforward. It in-
creases funding for the VA’s Medical and
Prosthetic Research Program to $994 million.
As drafted, the underlying bill cuts $45 million
from veteran-focus medical research. | believe
that is the wrong direction at a time when re-
search costs are rising, veterans’ needs re-
main urgent, and medical breakthroughs de-
pend on sustained investment.

VA research supports veterans who are liv-
ing with traumatic brain injury, PTSD, toxic ex-
posure, cancer, chronic disease, limb loss,
and other conditions tied to their service.
These are not abstract issues. They directly
impact whether veterans can work, care for
themselves and their families, regain inde-
pendence, and live with dignity.

This work is already making a difference.
The VA is the largest integrated health care
system in the country, which gives its re-
searchers a unique window into veterans’
long-term health needs. That matters because
many service-related conditions affect vet-
erans over many years and require sustained,
longitudinal study, VA researchers have used
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that experience to expand lung cancer screen-
ing to hundreds of thousands of veterans, ad-
vance precision medicine, and develop pros-
thetic technologies that help veterans regain
mobility and independence.

This research does not stop at the walls of
the VA. Breakthroughs that begin with vet-
erans can improve care for the entire country.
VA researchers are using artificial intelligence
and advanced imaging to detect disease ear-
lier, testing new treatments for spinal cord in-
juries and bone regeneration, and advancing
robotic and sensor-enabled prosthetics that
help veterans with limb loss regain mobility,
independence, and dignity. That is why sus-
tained investment in VA research is not just
sound science, it is how we turn our commit-
ment to veterans into better care, better recov-
ery, and better medicine for all Americans.

This is exactly the kind of work we should
be strengthening, not cutting. This amendment
is a modest, responsible step to reverse the
funding cut in the bill and keep VA medical re-
search moving forward.

| urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment and help uphold our commitment to
America’s veterans.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendments en bloc offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAR-
TER).

The en bloc amendments were agreed
to.

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. CORREA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 10 printed
in part B of House Report 119-648.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 35, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $45,000,000) (reduced by
$45,000,000)"".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1275, the gentleman
from California (Mr. CORREA) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong support of my and General JACK
BERGMAN’s amendment No. 10 to re-
store funding for medical and pros-
thetic research at the Department of
Veterans Affairs, which is being cut in
this bill by $45 million.

As all of you know, 3 weeks ago
President Trump signed an executive
order to expedite psychedelic therapies
research for depression and substance
abuse disorder specifically for vet-
erans.

The President’s executive order also
called for $50 million in matching funds
for research as well in this area. As all
of you know, Texas is also leading the
way by also having allocated recently
$50 million for psychedelic research.

Sadly, again, this bill cuts $45 mil-
lion in funding from last year’s funding
level and is even $22 million less than
what President Trump has requested
this year.

I am grateful for General JACK
BERGMAN for supporting me and work-
ing with me on this amendment.
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Mr. Chair, this amendment is basi-
cally about taking care of those who
have answered the call of duty to de-
fend our country, those individuals
who come back from combat with in-
visible wounds that still have not
healed.

On a daily basis, 20 to 40 veterans
take their lives, commit suicide, be-
cause of PTSD. As all of you may not
know, psilocybin and other psychedelic
treatments actually work and do cure
veterans.

Last week, when I was back home, I
heard a story. Two Orange firefighters
took their own lives—two Orange
County firefighters in their thirties,
who were veterans, one of whom was
waiting to receive psychedelic treat-
ment in Mexico because it is not avail-
able in the United States.
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Many veterans have taken this treat-
ment and have essentially been cured
of PTSD.

Mr. Chair, I ask my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
amendment. This is about treating our
veterans, their invisible wounds, and
making sure we reduce that 20 to 40
suicides that we have per day in this
country of veterans who are suffering
from those wounds that they brought
back from the battlefield.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment and to restore
funding for critical medical research
for our Nation’s heroes.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CORREA).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 23 OFFERED BY MR. MAST

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 23 printed
in part B of House Report 119-628.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title) insert the following:

SEC. __ . None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in this Act may be
used to enforce Veterans Health Directive
1315 as it relates to—

(1) the policy stating that ‘““VHA providers
are prohibited from completing forms or reg-
istering Veterans for participation in a
State-approved marijuana program’’;

(2) the directive for the ‘“Deputy Under
Secretary for Health for Operations and
Management’ to ensure that ‘‘medical facil-
ity Directors are aware that it is VHA policy
for providers to assess Veteran use of mari-
juana but providers are prohibited from rec-
ommending, making referrals to or com-
pleting paperwork for Veteran participation
in State marijuana programs’’; and

(3) the directive for the ““VA Medical Facil-
ity Director’” to ensure that ‘“VA facility
staff are aware of the following’’ ‘‘[t]he pro-
hibition on recommending, making referrals
to or completing forms and registering Vet-
erans for participation in State-approved
marijuana programs’’.
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The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1224, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MAST) and a Member
opposed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I rise in sup-
port of my amendment, which is pretty
simple. It prohibits funds from being
used to enforce veterans health direc-
tive 1315.

Why is that? Why would we want to
prohibit funds from doing this?

Just to make this clear, it doesn’t
change Federal law. It doesn’t require
the VA to prescribe any cannabis treat-
ment or any other treatment like that.
It simply says that the Department of
Veterans Affairs should not prohibit
doctors from discussing or helping vet-
erans navigate legal State-approved
cannabis programs if that is something
that the veteran is considering.

Now, whether anybody likes it or
not, whether they smoke it, they roll
it, they chew it, or they sniff it, what-
ever, anything they do with cannabis
or don’t do with cannabis, these are
programs that exist in a lot of States.

If former members of the military
have doctors that they are seeing in-
side of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and if there is a treatment option
that they want to be considered for,
they want to know if it is right for
them, if it is not right for them, if it
doesn’t fit in good with other prescrip-
tions that they have, you name it, Mr.
Chair, if they want to discuss it, then
they have to be able to discuss it with
their doctor. The most important per-
son for them to discuss it with is their
doctor.

If they are getting their primary care
from the VA and they can’t have that
discussion, then that is a problem.
Whether the doctor says it is good or
bad, that is up to the doctor to decide,
but they have to be able to have that
conversation.

I tell people often that I was injured
in Afghanistan. I lost two legs and a
finger there. When I woke up in the
hospital, I woke up on antidepressants,
antiinflammatories, heavy sleep seda-
tives, a host of narcotic pain killers
from a Dilaudid drip, to oral
morphines, to epidurals, you name it,
Mr. Chair, and I weaned myself off of
those things very quickly.

That is not the case for all of my
brothers and sisters. A lot of these nar-
cotics that people are on and get placed
on, especially after injuries, are serious
and very difficult to get off of and
leave long-term, lasting effects on
them.

There has to be an ability, again, for
people inside the system to have that
conversation with their doctor about
whether that is right, that path of
what I woke up on, having really no
say-so about it, or something else is
right for them, because they read
something about it, saw something
about it, heard something from one of
their friends, you name it, Mr. Chair,
they have to have that conversation
with their doctor.
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Again, 1 encourage support for
amendment No. 23, prohibit funds from
being used to enforce veterans health
directive 1315 so that why?

So that veterans can speak to their
doctor about whether cannabis is or is
not a good medical treatment program
for them. Just let them have the op-
tion to talk.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to the amendment, although I
am not opposed to it.

The CHAIR pro tempore. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman from Nevada
is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Chair, I thank Mr.
MAST for his eloquent defense of this
amendment.

Mr. Chair, I, too, rise in support of
the veterans equal access amendment.
Forty States, three territories, and the
District of Columbia allow medical use
of cannabis products, but not some-
thing for our veterans who live and
work in those places.

For the nearly 200,000 veterans who
call Nevada home, this commonsense
amendment would allow healthcare
professionals at the VA to just discuss
cannabis for medical purposes with
their patients. This includes providing
information on the State’s legal pro-
gram, answering questions that the
veteran may have about information
that he has picked up out on the hus-
tings.

It would also assist them in filling
out any forms that might be required
by the State to qualify for medical
marijuana assistance.

Cannabis has proven to help with a
wide variety of medical issues that vet-
erans face, including pain manage-
ment, PTSD, and opioid addiction. In-
stead of self-medicating and going out-
side the VA system, a veteran should
be able to speak with a doctor honestly
about what their options are.

Our veterans deserve the best
healthcare they can get and should not
be left behind because the Federal Gov-
ernment lags behind the States. They
need to hear their options and make
their choices.

Mr. Chair, I urge all my colleagues to
vote in favor of this amendment be-
cause it will be a meaningful step in
the right direction for our veterans and
for cannabis reform.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Ohio.

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Mr. Chair, I rise
in support of this amendment, and I
thank my friend, Representative MAST,
and my friend, Representative TITUS,
for their leadership on this issue and
for their continued advocacy on behalf
of our Nation’s veterans.

This amendment is about ensuring
veterans are not denied access to treat-
ment options that may improve their
quality of life.

Mr. Chair, do you want them getting
advice from doctors or budtenders?
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It is a simple question.

As President Trump’s administration
continues examining broader reforms
to Federal cannabis policy, Congress
has a responsibility to ensure veterans
are not left behind in that process.

Many of our servicemembers come
home carrying invisible wounds that
last long after the battlefield, chronic
pain, PTSD, traumatic brain injuries,
depression, and other service-con-
nected conditions that can profoundly
affect the quality of their lives.

For some veterans, traditional treat-
ments have not worked. Others are
searching for alternatives that may
help manage pain, improve daily func-
tioning, or reduce reliance on highly
addictive opioids.

Across much of the country, patients
are able to have open and honest con-
versations with their doctors about
whether medical cannabis may help
treat serious medical conditions. Yet
veterans receiving care through the VA
still face Federal barriers that prevent
VA physicians from fully engaging in
those same conversations and rec-
ommendations with their patients.

I think that is fundamentally wrong.

Regardless of where someone stands
on broader cannabis policy, we should
all agree that veterans deserve access
to informed medical guidance and
treatment decisions driven by science,
evidence, and patient care, not out-
dated Federal restrictions.

That is especially important as
President Trump’s administration and
Federal health agencies continue tak-
ing steps to expand legitimate cannabis
research and better understand both its
risk and potential therapeutic benefits.
If we are serious about evidence-based
medicine and improving outcomes for
veterans, then we should not be stand-
ing in the way of research, dialogue, or
responsible treatment options.

Frankly, the current system is not
working. We have veterans living in
States with legal medical cannabis pro-
grams, veterans seeking relief from se-
rious service-connected conditions, and
VA physicians whose hands remain tied
by outdated Federal policy. That dis-
connect serves no one, least of all the
men and women who served this coun-
try.

Mr. Chair, I urge strong support for
this amendment.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Chair, I have no fur-
ther speakers.

In closing, I just want to thank Mr.
MAST and Mr. JOYCE for their leader-
ship on this issue. Our veterans sac-
rifice everything for our country. We
don’t leave them behind on the field,
and we shouldn’t leave them behind
when they come home. One way that
we can serve them is providing this op-
tion when it comes to medical care.

They need to have an honest con-
versation with their doctors to under-
stand what their options are and how
they can best recover from the pains
that continue after they have come
home.

Mr. Chair, I proudly support this
amendment. I urge all my colleagues
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to vote in favor it, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.
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The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MAST).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Chair, 1
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. CAR-
TER of Texas) having assumed the
chair, Mr. HURD of Colorado, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
8365) to provide for conditions on the
appointment of monitors by courts,
and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 33 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1600

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MORAN) at 4 p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

The motion to recommit H.R. 6260;

Passage of H.R. 6260, if ordered;

Adoption of H. Con. Res. 75;

Passage of H.R. 5625;

The motion to recommit H.R. 8365;
and

Passage of H.R. 8365, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

KEEPING VIOLENT OFFENDERS
OFF OUR STREETS ACT OF 2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 6260)
to amend title 18, United States Code,
to prohibit fraud in connection with
posting bail, offered by the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN), on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the motion to recommit.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 210, nays
213, not voting 7, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty

Bell

Bera

Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar

Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Golden (ME)

Aderholt
Alford

Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin

Bacon

Baird
Balderson
Barr

Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich

Bentz
Bergman

[Roll No. 168]
YEAS—210

Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Krishnamoorthi
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Mannion
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Mclver
Meeks

Mejia
Menefee
Menendez
Meng

Mfume

Min

Moore (WI)
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler

Neal

Neguse
Norcross

NAYS—213
Bice
Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)

Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan
Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Ross
Ruiz
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Sewell
Sherman
Simon
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Walkinshaw
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Whitesides
Williams (GA)

Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds

H3505

Downing Jordan Palmer
Edwards Joyce (OH) Patronis
Ellzey Joyce (PA) Perry
Emmer Kelly (MS) Pfluger
Estes Kelly (PA) Reschenthaler
Evans (CO) Kennedy (UT) Rogers (AL)
Ezell Kiggans (VA) Rogers (KY)
Fallon Kiley (CA) Rose
Fedorchak Kim Rouzer
Feenstra Knott Roy

Fine Kustoff Rulli
Finstad LaHood Rutherford
Fischbach LaLota Salazar
Fitzgerald Langworthy Scalise
Fitzpatrick Latta Schmidt
Fleischmann Lawler Schweikert
Flood Lee (FL) Scott, Austin
Fong Loudermilk Self

Foxx Lucas Sessions
Franklin, Scott Luna Shreve

Fry Luttrell Simpson
Fulcher Mace Smith (MO)
Fuller Mackenzie Smith (NE)
Garbarino Malliotakis Smith (NJ)
Gill (TX) Maloy Smucker
Gimenez Mann Spartz
Goldman (TX) Massie Stauber
Gooden Mast Stefanik
Gosar McCaul Steil
Graves McClain Steube
Griffith McClintock Strong
Grothman McCormick Stutzman
Guthrie McDowell Taylor
Hageman McGuire Tenney
Hamadeh (AZ) Messmer Thompson (PA)
Haridopolos Miller (IL) Tiffany
Harrigan Miller (OH) Timmons
Harris (MD) Miller (WV) Turner (OH)
Harris (NC) Miller-Meeks Valadao
Harshbarger Mills Van Drew
Hern (OK) Moolenaar Van Duyne
Higgins (LA) Moore (AL) Van Epps
Hill (AR) Moore (NC) Van Orden
Hinson Moore (UT) Wagner
Houchin Moore (WV) Walberg
Hudson Moran Weber (TX)
Huizenga Murphy Webster (FL)
Hunt Nehls Westerman
Hurd (CO) Newhouse Wied

Issa Norman Williams (TX)
Jack Nunn (IA) Wilson (SC)
Jackson (TX) Obernolte Wittman
James Ogles Womack
Johnson (LA) Onder Yakym
Johnson (SD) Owens Zinke

NOT VOTING—T7

Dunn (FL) Leger Fernandez Wilson (FL)
Guest Letlow
Kean Meuser

0 1634

Messrs. WILLIAMS of Texas, MIL-
LER of Ohio, WITTMAN, BARR,
GROTHMAN, COLLINS, STUTZMAN,
LAWLER, BURLISON, Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS, and Mr. BARRETT changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Ms. MEJIA changed her vote from
“‘nay’ to “‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I demand
a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 243, noes 179,
not voting 8, as follows:
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