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as if they had won a world champion-
ship. We will let them have their mo-
ment, and it will be brief. 

Here is what matters. When we were 
down, this team didn’t quit. Members 
rallied, a 10–0 run late in the fourth 
quarter, defense, hustle, and heart, the 
very opposite of what the opposing 
team stands for, which mostly consists 
of overwhelming the refs with their ag-
gressive fouling and other shenanigans 
down in the paint that leaves many 
Members of Congress sore for weeks 
after, as I have experienced. 

For a moment, you could feel it, 
though. We were right there late in 
that fourth quarter. But why do we do 
it? Not for bragging rights, not even 
for the win. We do it for the kids in our 
community, kids who need support, op-
portunity, and someone in their corner. 

That is the side of Capitol Hill people 
don’t always see, where competition 
meets compassion. For one night, we 
come together not as Republicans or 
Democrats, but as teammates. 

I will just say this to team swamp— 
I mean, team lobbyists—enjoy the win. 
We will see you next year. 

f 

HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF AN-
TONIO ALEMAN DURING NA-
TIONAL POLICE WEEK 
(Mr. VASQUEZ of New Mexico was rec-

ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to voice my support for those who 
keep New Mexico safe. 

It is National Police Week, and this 
week the House is considering a bipar-
tisan resolution to honor law enforce-
ment officers who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice and lost their lives in 
the line of duty. 

I strongly support this bipartisan 
resolution. One of the heroic officers 
honored in the resolution is Deputy 
Sheriff Antonio Aleman. 

Deputy Sheriff Aleman was trag-
ically killed in an on-duty crash while 
serving his community on July 8, 2025. 
He was with the Dona Ana County 
Sheriff’s Office since 2021. He is remem-
bered by his colleagues as a valued 
member of the department who will be 
deeply missed. Deputy Sheriff Aleman 
is survived by his wife and two chil-
dren. 

His service and sacrifice deserves to 
be honored by this body, along with the 
courage of all those who wear the 
badge honorably. That is what Na-
tional Police Week should be about— 
honoring our law enforcement officers 
who have made the sacrifice to keep 
their neighbors safe and our families 
safe, listening to the concerns of those 
currently serving, and taking concrete 
steps to give them the additional fund-
ing and support to ensure that they can 
come home safe to their families every 
night. 

That is why I have taken the asks 
that I have gotten from law enforce-
ment in New Mexico and turned it into 
over $3 million in direct investments to 
public safety. 

I am also leading bipartisan bills to 
protect our officers, strengthen officer 
safety and retention, expand funding 
for bulletproof vests, and protecting 
first responders from exposure to dan-
gerous substances such as fentanyl. I 
am proud that we are able to continue 
to work across the aisle on these 
issues. 

Our law enforcement officers put on 
the uniform every day knowing the 
risks. They miss holidays. They re-
spond to the toughest of calls. They 
comfort families in crisis, and they run 
toward danger to keep us safe. 

They deserve police stations that are 
safe and functional, modern technology 
that helps them respond to crime 
quickly and safely, training that pro-
tects their physical and mental health, 
and leaders who listen when they tell 
us what they need. 

I promise to keep listening and deliv-
ering results for New Mexico’s law en-
forcement community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL NURSES 
WEEK 

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize National 
Nurses Week and honor the extraor-
dinary nurses serving North Texas and 
communities across our country. 

Every single day, nurses are there for 
us in life’s most difficult and vulner-
able moments. They are the first hand 
a newborn feels, the calm voice in an 
emergency room, and a compassionate 
presence beside patients and families 
facing uncertainty. 

Nurses do far more than provide med-
ical comfort. They advocate for pa-
tients, comfort families, educate com-
munities, and hold together a health 
system that too often asks them to do 
more with less. 

Over the past several years, we have 
seen nurses carry unimaginable bur-
dens, from staffing shortages to burn-
out, while continuing to show up for 
their patients with professionalism and 
compassion. They deserve more than 
our gratitude. They deserve safe work-
ing conditions, fair pay, mental health 
support, and investments in our own 
healthcare workforce. 

To every nurse serving in hospitals, 
clinics, schools, veterans’ facilities, 
nursing homes, and community health 
centers, I thank you. Congress and 
your country honor your service, your 
sacrifice, and your unwavering com-
mitment to caring for others. 
KEEPING VIOLENT OFFENDERS OFF OUR STREETS 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in opposition to the Repub-
lican Keeping Violent Offenders Off 
Our Streets Act. 

Let’s be clear about what this bill 
does. It does not make our commu-
nities safer. It does not meaningfully 
address violent crime. What it does is 
continue a failed approach to a crimi-
nal justice system that punishes Tex-

ans in poverty instead of protecting 
public safety. 

We have already seen the con-
sequences of this approach in Texas 
and across the country. Cash bail sys-
tems have created a two-tiered justice 
system where wealth determines free-
dom. If you are rich, you can buy your 
way out of jail. If you are poor, you can 
sit behind bars for weeks or months be-
fore ever being convicted of a crime. 

In Texas, we have watched State 
leaders exploit fear around bail reform 
while ignoring deeper problems in our 
justice system. County jails are over-
crowded. Courts are backlogged. Public 
defenders are overwhelmed. Too many 
people accused of low-level, nonviolent 
offenses are trapped in jail simply be-
cause they cannot afford bail. 

This bill attacks charitable, non-
profit organizations who provide bail 
assistance. Whether you are eligible for 
bail should depend on the nature of the 
offense, your flight risk, and your prior 
criminal history, not whether you have 
the funds to post it. 

If this Congress truly wants to ad-
dress violent crime, then we should in-
vest in evidence-based solutions: fund-
ing mental health services, reducing 
court backlogs, supporting victims, 
strengthening community violence 
intervention programs, and ensuring 
judges have the resources to make indi-
vidualized decisions based on actual 
risk, not a person’s bank account. 

This bill ignores those solutions in 
favor of political talking points and 
fear-mongering. Americans deserve a 
justice system that is fair, constitu-
tional, and focused on real public safe-
ty, not one that criminalizes poverty 
and expands mass incarceration. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no’’ on this bill. 

IMMIGRATION 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

for too long, this Republican Congress 
has failed the American people on im-
migration. We have allowed a broken 
system to remain broken: one that is 
too slow, too chaotic, and too unfair 
for everyone involved. 

The American people deserve an im-
migration system that is fair, fast, and 
final—fair for families seeking safety 
and opportunity, fast enough to reduce 
years of backlog that leave people in 
limbo, and final so that decisions are 
made efficiently, transparently, and 
with integrity under the rule of law. 

We will not fix our immigration sys-
tem by abandoning our constitutional 
values. We will not restore order by 
stripping away due process rights or 
criminalizing people without giving 
them a fair hearing before the law. 

That is why I voted against the 
Lakin Riley Act and the Agent Raul 
Gonzalez Officer Safety Act. While sup-
porters claim these bills are about 
safety, they expand mandatory deten-
tion and enforcement powers in ways 
that undermine due process and threat-
en our basic constitutional protections. 

In this country, we do not decide 
guilt or innocence without a hearing or 
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access to an attorney. We do not throw 
away civil liberties because of political 
pressure or fear. Due process is not a 
loophole. It is a cornerstone of Amer-
ican democracy. It protects citizens 
and noncitizens alike from government 
overreach and ensures that our laws 
are applied fairly and consistently. 

We can modernize our immigration 
system and protect public safety while 
still upholding the Constitution. Those 
goals are not mutually exclusive. In 
fact, our system works best when we 
defend both security and justice to-
gether. 

We need comprehensive immigration 
reform that expands legal pathways, 
addresses workforce needs, invests in 
immigration courts, and creates clear, 
enforceable rules that reflect our val-
ues as a Nation. 

America has always been strongest 
when we lead with both compassion 
and the rule of law. As a Member of 
Congress, I will never vote to sacrifice 
one for the other. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS OF OHIO’S 13th CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

(Mrs. SYKES of Ohio was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize the courage, dedica-
tion, and sacrifice of the law enforce-
ment officers serving in Ohio’s 13th 
Congressional District and to honor 
those who have lost their lives in the 
line of duty. 

Being a police officer is never easy. It 
is one of the most difficult and dan-
gerous jobs in our society. In recent 
years, it has only gotten harder. 

As I have met with law enforcement 
agencies across northeast Ohio, I con-
tinue to hear the same concerns: offi-
cers are overworked, stretched thin, 
and in need of better support and train-
ing to meet the demands of the job and 
the needs of our community and those 
that they are sworn to protect and 
serve. 

That is why since coming to Con-
gress, I have made it a priority to fight 
for legislation that gives officers the 
tools that they need to do their jobs, 
while also demanding accountability 
on behalf of the communities they 
serve. 

After the horrific shooting of 
Jayland Walker in Akron, I spoke with 
members of our community and law en-
forcement. I then introduced the Law 
Enforcement Scenario-Based Training 
for Safety and De-Escalation Act. 

This bipartisan legislation ensures 
law enforcement officers have the prop-
er de-escalation training needed to 
handle complex situations that they 
often face in the field because, no mat-
ter what, we all want everyone to 
make it home safely at the end of the 
night. 

b 1045 

This year, after the killings of Alex 
Pretti and Renee Nicole Good, I intro-

duced the COOL IT Act, which would 
require similar de-escalation training 
for ICE officers. We cannot ignore 
these tragedies. We must respond with 
solutions that promote safety, ac-
countability, and, most importantly, 
trust. That is exactly what this legisla-
tion is designed to do. 

These bills support law enforcement 
by helping departments build trust 
with the communities they serve, and 
this makes our community safer for 
both the officers and the public. Again, 
these are people whom they are sworn 
to protect and serve. 

Certainly, these are not bills that 
will solve every single problem, but it 
is a piece of the puzzle ensuring safety 
and accountability. In fact, the law en-
forcement scenario-based training for 
Safety and De-Escalation Act is sup-
ported by the National Fraternal Order 
of Police and the Akron NAACP be-
cause we all share the goal of making 
sure everyone goes home safely at the 
end of the day. 

Further, I introduced the Supporting 
Women with Career Opportunities in 
Policing Services Act. This is legisla-
tion to establish a Federal task force 
focused on improving recruitment, re-
tention, and advancement of opportu-
nities for women in law enforcement. 
This bill takes an important step to-
ward building a stronger, more inclu-
sive public safety workforce by helping 
departments recruit talented women, 
support them throughout their careers, 
and create pathways into leadership. 
When law enforcement agencies better 
reflect the communities they serve, our 
communities are stronger and safer. 

When I came to Congress, I promised 
to put the people of Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District first. That means 
supporting our officers, rebuilding 
trust and public safety, and working 
across the aisle to get things done. 
That is exactly what I have worked to 
do and exactly what I will continue to 
do. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BEAN of Florida). Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess until noon today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

O Lord, our guardian, guide, and 
stay, transform the thoughts of our 
minds, that what comes from our 

mouths will reflect our love for You 
and our desire to serve You well in this 
place. 

Guide our thinking throughout the 
day, in our comings and goings, our 
interviews, and exchanges, that what 
we perceive in these encounters would 
be seasoned with Your grace and that 
how we choose to respond would be 
leavened with Your mercy. 

Stay our tongues, that we would not 
be quick to retort with unwholesome 
talk, but harness our passions, that 
they would be governed with kindness, 
directed toward the building up of oth-
ers, according to their needs, and of-
fered for the benefit of all those who 
bear witness to our words. 

Lord, may the words of our mouths 
and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in Your sight. We pray this 
day in the strength of Your name, O 
Lord, our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TODD WARNER 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Todd Warner, who will be retiring as 
the Clinton County Director of Vet-
erans Affairs in June. 

Todd, of Port Matilda, Pennsylvania, 
graduated from Penn State in 1986. Fol-
lowing graduation, he was commis-
sioned as an Army Reserve Second 
Lieutenant in the Quartermaster 
Corps. Todd was assigned to the 442nd 
Field Service Company in Bellefonte 
from 1986 to 1992. 

Todd led as a platoon leader with a 
joint task force in Honduras and, a few 
years later, went on to lead Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 

Through the 1990s and the early 2000s, 
Todd drew up the ranks as captain, 
major, lieutenant colonel, and colonel. 
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