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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BEAN of Florida). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 13, 2026. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable AARON 
BEAN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2026, the Chair will now recognize 
Members from lists submitted by the 
majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK: TEXAS 
HONOR GUARD 

(Ms. DE LA CRUZ of Texas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, in 
honor of National Police Week, I rise 
to recognize two exceptional officers 
from Texas’ 15th Congressional Dis-
trict, Trooper Juan Zuniga and Troop-
er Roman Gonzalez. 

Trooper Zuniga, a McAllen native, 
has spent over 12 years protecting the 
citizens of our State. Since graduating 
from the Department of Public Safety 

Academy in 2013, he has served as a 
mentor and a highly skilled expert in 
crash reconstruction and drug recogni-
tion. 

Edinburg native, Trooper Roman 
Gonzalez, has led a life defined by sac-
rifice. Before his 17-year career as a 
trooper, Roman served as a U.S. ma-
rine in Iraq where he earned the Com-
bat Action Ribbon for his courage on 
the front lines. 

Both of these men continue to go 
above and beyond as members of the 
elite Texas DPS Honor Guard. They en-
sure that our fallen heroes are laid to 
rest with dignity, precision, and re-
spect. 

Troopers Zuniga and Gonzalez rep-
resent the very best of south Texas. I 
thank them for their service. 

POLICE CHIEF JAIME AYALA 
Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

to recognize Police Chief Jaime Ayala 
of the Edinburg Police Department 
who was recently awarded the Mike 
Gentry Executive Leadership Award by 
the Texas Police Chiefs Association. 
This award is reserved for those who 
embody exceptional leadership in law 
enforcement. 

Since stepping into his role, Chief 
Ayala has shifted the department’s 
focus from simply responding to crime 
to actively preventing it. By building a 
proactive agency and deploying drones 
for real-time emergency responses, he 
has ensured that Edinburg remains at 
the cutting edge of public safety inno-
vation. 

Under his leadership, the Edinburg 
Police Department was awarded the 
Rio Grande Valley’s Favorite Law En-
forcement Agency for the third year in 
a row. 

This honor reflects his team’s deep 
commitment to serving and connecting 
with our beautiful community. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Chief 
Ayala on this incredible achievement. 

HONORING SERGEANT JOSHUA ROQUE 
Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Alice native Sergeant 

Joshua Roque for his outstanding serv-
ice and leadership at the Jim Wells 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Since joining the department 6 years 
ago, Sergeant Roque has demonstrated 
exceptional work ethic and leadership. 
Moving from his role as a correctional 
officer to patrol sergeant, he has dis-
tinguished himself not only as a deputy 
but also as a resilient member of the 
SWAT team. 

He is known throughout the agency 
for his professionalism and positive at-
titude that he brings to every shift. 
Whether he is supervising his squad or 
making critical decisions under pres-
sure, he leads with integrity. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Sergeant Roque 
for his dedication to public safety and 
unwavering commitment to the mis-
sion of the Jim Wells County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BURTON DECKER 
CORWIN, PH.D. 

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the exceptional life and 
times of Burton ‘‘Burt’’ Corwin, a long-
time resident of Larchmont who passed 
away peacefully at the New York State 
Veterans Home at Montrose on April 29 
at the age of 83. 

Burt was born in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, and he graduated from Bethel 
Park High School. Burt attended Le-
high University where he graduated 
with honors and fulfilled his ROTC re-
quirements, then commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in the U.S. Army. He 
went on to receive a master’s degree 
and a Ph.D. 

Burt served in the U.S. Army at the 
Pentagon and then served his country 
as a captain at Long Binh in Vietnam. 
He received a Bronze Star for his serv-
ice. 

His business career with IBM spanned 
33 years in varied roles. He later taught 
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part time in the MBA programs at 
Fordham and Iona. Most importantly, 
he served as commander of the David 
Potts, Jr. VFW Post 1156 in Larchmont 
for 10 years. Under his leadership, the 
post focused on service to veterans and 
service to the community. He also 
served on the board of the Westchester 
Board of Veterans Services and was a 
member of The American Legion. 

Throughout his life, Burt was praised 
for his great intellect, leadership, 
gentle nature, intention to get it right, 
and sense of fairness. He was a peace-
maker, and he abhorred pettiness. He 
cared about people and demonstrated it 
throughout his life. His family and 
friends will miss him terribly. 

Burt is survived by his wife, Deirdre, 
his two sons, and his stepdaughter. 
From the floor of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, we salute Burt Corwin 
and his life of service and dedication to 
his family, neighbors, and country. 

PRICES AT THE PUMP 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, not 
quite 2 months ago, March 21 to be spe-
cific, I filled the tank of our family car 
at the local gas station three blocks 
from my home. It was near empty in 
the gas tank. The price for regular gas 
was $4.19 per gallon, $4.59 for plus, and 
$4.99 for super. Twenty gallons later, I 
paid $85.80 and headed back home. 

This past Monday night before com-
ing here to Washington by Amtrak, I 
did the same thing: $4.79 per gallon, 
$4.99 for plus, and $5.59 for super. It was 
60 cents more per gallon in just 50 days. 
The same gas cost me $95.80, $12 more 
than it did 50 days before. It was even 
higher back in March than it was in 
January. 

If I needed a full tank once a week 
and prices were to freeze at today’s 
rate, I would be paying $600 more per 
year. That is a 15 percent increase. 

With a congressional salary, I can af-
ford it. 

But what about the waitress? What 
about the factory worker? What about 
the home healthcare aide, the truck 
driver or the firefighter? 

What about the nurse or the clerical 
worker? Are they getting a 15 percent 
pay raise this year? 

Many of these people don’t know 
much about the Strait of Hormuz. 
They don’t know much about the shift-
ing rates of tariffs. Maybe they care, 
maybe they don’t, but they care that it 
costs more today on May 13 than it did 
on March 21 or on January 1. 

Mr. Speaker, you can’t blame this on 
Biden, although you will try. You can’t 
blame this on Obama or Hillary or, for 
that matter, FDR, Grover Cleveland, or 
any and every Democrat that ever ex-
isted. 

The fact is that on January 19, 2025, 
the Strait of Hormuz was open. The 
fact is on January 19, 2025, there were 
no across-the-board tariffs on products, 
including those from our friends, Can-
ada, Mexico, Europe, and Japan. They 
are all rethinking what friendship 
means now. 

Let’s see what it costs me to gas up 
on June 23 or on September 5 or per-
haps on the morning of November 3. 

Mr. Speaker, you can gerrymander 
all you want. Everyone sees the signs 
in neon lights all over their town: $4.19, 
$4.39, and $4.79. You can’t gerrymander 
that. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALPHA DELTA 
PI SISTERS 

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in celebration of a milestone for 
women: to congratulate my Alpha 
Delta Pi sisters on the occasion of the 
175th anniversary of the founding of 
our sisterhood. 

Established as the Adelphean Society 
on May 15, 1851, at Wesleyan Female 
College in Macon, Georgia, Alpha Delta 
Pi is the oldest secret society for col-
lege women, founded at the first col-
lege chartered to grant degrees to 
women. 

The sorority encourages its members 
to ‘‘Be the First’’ and counts among its 
members the first female attorney to 
practice law in Missouri, the first 
woman to pass the Georgia bar, the 
first female president pro tempore in 
any State’s senate, the first woman to 
lead the Marine Corps band, the first 
woman elected to executive office in 
Colorado, the first female inspector 
general for the 82nd Airborne Division, 
the first woman to join the United 
States Navy Blue Angels, the first fe-
male Lieutenant Governor of Arkan-
sas, and countless other firsts in the 
fields of medicine, education, science 
and technology, athletics, business, 
journalism, and the arts. 

Founder Eugenia Tucker Fitzgerald 
encouraged sisters to ‘‘never forget the 
unselfish devotion to service that our 
motto expresses.’’ 

For more than 45 years, the sorority 
has partnered with Ronald McDonald 
House. Chapters, alumnae associations, 
and individuals support their local 
Ronald McDonald House chapters 
through fundraising and volunteering, 
and collectively, Alpha Delta Pi has 
contributed more than $25 million and 
countless hours to the organization. 

Alpha Delta Pi recognizes that not 
all women participate in sororities as 
collegians. Therefore, the sorority en-
courages the proactive recruitment of 
alumnae initiates who exemplify the 
high ideals upon which the sisterhood 
is based. 

It was a great honor for me to be in-
vited to be an alumnae initiate of 
Alpha Delta Pi 5 years ago and to 
count these trailblazing women among 
my sisters. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF STICKNEY 
MAYOR JEFF WALIK 

(Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life of Mayor 
Jeff Walik of Stickney, a man whose 
life was inseparable from the village 
that he loved. 

Jeff served his community first as a 
police officer and later as mayor, al-
ways a fighter for Stickney. Mayor 
Walik never stopped pushing, never 
stopped advocating, and, frankly, never 
took ‘‘no’’ for an answer when it came 
to his home and his people. 

Even those who disagreed with him 
knew one thing to be true: His commit-
ment to Stickney was real. He carried 
his community in his heart everywhere 
he went. He never walked away from 
service, always protecting and fighting 
for the town he believed in. 

Jeff was part of an era of public serv-
ice that people will speak about with 
pride. 

We extend our deepest condolences to 
the Walik family, the residents of 
Stickney, and all those mourning this 
tremendous loss. May he rest in peace. 

b 1015 
RECOGNIZING ST. PROCOPIUS CHURCH’S 150TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
St. Procopius Church—my first parish 
when I arrived in Chicago—on their 
150th anniversary. 

Founded in 1875 and located in the 
historic Pilsen community in my dis-
trict, St. Procopius was first built to 
serve the growing population of Czech 
immigrants who settled in the neigh-
borhood after the Great Chicago Fire. 

Since then, the church has evolved 
alongside the community from its 
roots as a predominantly Czech parish 
to serving a very large and vibrant 
Mexican-American community that 
Pilsen is known for today. 

The parish, now merged with Provi-
dence of God Parish and Holy Trinity 
Croatian Parish, continues to con-
tribute greatly to the Pilsen neighbor-
hood and the city of Chicago through 
community outreach, hosting cultural 
and religious celebrations, and pro-
viding education to children from 15 
communities across Chicago through a 
dual-language parish school that I am 
proud to be an alum of. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate St. 
Procopius Church for marking a cen-
tury and a half of faith, resilience, and 
dedicated service to the people of Chi-
cago. 
HONORING JUAN DIES AND VICTOR G. PICHARDO 
Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to honor Juan 
Dies and Victor Pichardo, Mexican folk 
musicians who were recently recog-
nized by the National Endowment for 
the Arts with the 2026 National Herit-
age Fellowship awards. 

Juan and Victor cofounded Sones de 
Mexico in Pilsen, Illinois, and have 
dedicated their lives to preserving, 
sharing, and uplifting the rich tradi-
tions of Mexican folk music for new 
generations. 

Through workshops, seminars, 
residencies, and performances, they 
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