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JUSTICE FOR TSA WORKERS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. GREEN of
Texas was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise and still I rise, and I rise
today as an unbought, unbossed, and
liberated Democrat. I rise today to
speak in the name of we, the people,
Mr. Speaker, who believe in liberty and
justice for all as presented to us and as
we pledge in the pledge of allegiance:
liberty and justice for all.

I rise in the name of liberty and jus-
tice for all, Mr. Speaker, because while
there are many people in this country
who are not receiving the justice for
all, I will focus today on one group of
people. I assure you this could go on
endlessly if time permitted, but I want
to focus on one group of people today
because they have been treated un-
justly.

I focus on a group of people who are
there to protect us, to defend us, to as-
sure us that when we board a plane and
when we are at 35,000 feet, at 500 miles
per hour, we will be there safe. We will
be secure. There is nothing more im-
portant than the structural integrity
of that plane when you are at 35,000
feet, moving at 500 miles per hour.

I rise in the name of justice for the
TSA workers, Mr. Speaker, and I rise
in the name of justice for the TSA
workers for many reasons, a multi-
plicity of reasons. Today, I have to
focus on just a couple: One, as I made
my way through the airport in Hous-
ton, Texas, when we were having the
shutdown, as it were, and I made my
way to my gate, my destination was
Washington, D.C. As I did this, one of
the TSA workers approached me, and
her words to me were words that pene-
trated really to my heart. She said:
““Help us, help us.”

I want her to know I have not forgot-
ten her. I have not forgotten the TSA
workers. I have shown my solidarity
with the TSA workers by withholding
payment to me until they get payment
for themselves. I actually asked the
payroll department here in the Con-
gress to withhold my pay. I want to be
in solidarity with them because this is
an injustice being perpetrated upon
them, and I want them to know that I
stand with them.

As I said, there are many others who
are suffering similar injustice, but I
want to focus on them today because of
a commitment that I made to this
worker. I told her I wouldn’t forget
them, and I want to help them.

So above and beyond what we will ul-
timately do at some point—and I am
not sure who knows when—but at some
point, we will restore the proper pay to
them at the proper time. However, that
will not eradicate the injustice that
has been perpetrated upon them and
that is being perpetuated even as I
speak now.

I rise today to say that I have exam-
ined the salaries of the TSA workers.
In so doing, I have concluded that not
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only should they get their salaries re-
stored and paid at the proper times,
but they should also get a raise. The
TSA workers deserve a raise.

I have a chart with me. Many of you
are familiar with my cane. I have a
chart with me, and I use my cane as a
pointer. This chart will validate what I
say about the TSA workers being un-
derpaid. They do a tremendous job.
They protect us. They cannot make a
mistake. They have to be right 100 per-
cent of the time. That one time that
they miscue can cause someone to be
harmed or possibly a life to be lost at
35,000 feet, 500 miles per hour.

I have examined their salaries, and
here is what I found: That the salary
first year for a TSA worker is $40,000.
Well, I juxtaposed that salary to a fire-
fighter in Houston, Texas: First year,
$59,000; Houston police officer, $78,500.
These salaries, as you can see, exceed
what the TSA worker receives first
year, first-year salaries.

I have gone on to show second-year
salaries, ten-year salaries. I am pro-
posing, pursuant to a bill that I have
already filed, H.R. 8411. I shall read
what it says under the title of the bill:
“To increase the annual rate of basic
pay for career employees of the Trans-
portation Security Administration”—
that is the TSA—‘‘and for other pur-
poses.”’

It goes on to say in section 2: “TSA
employee pay increase.” That is the
style of the section. The language of it
under (A) reads in general: ‘‘Beginning
on the first day of the applicable pay
period”’—some things bear repeating.
“Beginning on the first day of the ap-
plicable pay period, the annual rate of
basic pay for each career employee
shall be increased by 15 percent.”

By the way, quite frankly, I would
like to have it be more than 15 percent,
but I am going to say 15 percent now
because I have got to start someplace,
and I am juxtaposing their salaries to
the salaries of Houston firefighters and
Houston police officers.

Now, let’s take a look at the chart
with the 15 percent increase in mind.
First year again: TSA officer, $40,000
now, 15 percent increase, the raise will
take them to $46,000 first year, $6,000
pay increase. They earn every penny of
it, and I would defend this anywhere,
anytime, anyplace in the presence of
anyone. They earn every penny.

Houston firefighters first year are at
$59,000, police $78,500. Well, they will be
at $46,000. As I said, I think that it
should be more; but I am juxtaposing,
and I am going to use this as my start-
ing point.

The second year, they will have
$66,000 from $49,000. That is the in-
crease, again to $56,000, and the fire-
fighters are at $62,000.
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By the way, the firefighters earn
their money. The police officers earn
their money. This is not to say that
they should not have what they have.
It is to say that the TSA officers are
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underpaid, that they have not been
treated justly. They have not been
treated fairly. We are talking about
liberty and justice for all. Well, that
has got to include these TSA officers.

The second year is $56,000 with the
raise from $49,000. The firefighters are
at $62,000 approximately. All of these
are approximations. The police officers
are at $80,000.

Again, I think the TSA officers merit
more. This is a starting point.

I then take us out to 10 years. In 10
years for a TSA officer you have ap-
proximately $72,500. With the raise it is
$83,000. That is the raise of 15 percent
in each of these classes that I have
called to your attention. The fire-
fighter is at $71,000, and the police offi-
cer is at $103,000 to $140,000. This is in
Houston, Texas.

By the way, I think these police offi-
cers merit this pay. They earn this
pay. I think the firefighters merit the
pay. They earn the pay. I also think
that the TSA officers earn the pay, and
they deserve more pay.

I am here in the Congress of the
United States of America. I have the
ability to lobby on behalf of them, to
speak on behalf of them, and to speak
on behalf of we the people. I believe
that we the people would want to see a
15 percent raise for the TSA officers
who serve us with great distinction
across the length and breadth of our
country.

This bill has been filed. I filed this
bill just recently on April 17. Again, it
is H.R. 8411. It is a bill ‘“T'o increase the
annual rate of basic pay for career em-
ployees of the Transportation Security
Agency, and for other purposes.” And I
will add now to increase that pay to 15
percent.

This is justice. This is what justice
looks like.

We see what their work product
looks like when we pass through the
airports, and we understand now that
when they are not properly paid and
the airports are understaffed, we un-
derstand how that impacts us person-
ally. We see what justice looks like. We
see what the injustice perpetrated upon
them looks like. And we see how that
injustice has also been filtered down or
filtered to—I don’t know whether it is
up or down, but one way or another—
the flying public because the flying
public then finds themselves missing
planes. Planes are delayed.

We need to do more. Let’s have them
back to work with the pay that they
are receiving currently, and let’s have
them get it timely, but let’s also do
this: Let’s give them a 15 percent raise.

This is where I stand. This is where I
stand, and I stand on these words. The
person who is to be quoted is not
known to me, so I cannot give proper
attribution, but I can tell you they are
not my words. These words are impor-
tant, and I think they speak well of
what we must do.

Some measure their lives by days and years.
Others by heartthrobs, passion, and
tears. But the surest measure under
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God’s Sun is what for others in your
lifetime have you done.

Let us do something for TSA work-
ers, not only in our lifetime, but let’s
do it as soon as possible so that we can
make a difference for them in their
lifetimes.

I conclude on this topic, Mr. Speaker,
but I now move to another place to em-
brace another topic.

WE THE PEOPLE

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
once again I rise. Once again I rise to
address we the people. Once again I rise
to address we the people. Those who be-
lieve in a government of the people, by
the people, for the people. Those who
believe that all persons are created
equal and endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights, among
them life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

We the people believe in liberty and
justice for all. We the people believe in
something as simple and as basic as
fair play, as respect, being respectful,
showing the proper courtesies, showing
the country that we understand that if
the country is to have harmony within,
we the people have to respect each
other within. We the people. I rise in
the name of we the people.

Today, as I rise in the name of we the
people, I would remind us that I am the
AL GREEN who is not only unbought,
not only unbossed, not only unafraid,
not only liberated, but also censured. I
was censured but not silenced; cen-
sured but not silenced.

My censure took place because in
this very Chamber I, at a joint session
of Congress, reminded the President
that he did not have a mandate, a man-
date to cut Medicaid, to cut Medicare,
and Social Security. Many members of
the press will print that I said he didn’t
have a mandate. They are being inac-
curate, and they are misleading. I
think it is done with intentionality be-
cause they would want it said that I
said he didn’t have a mandate, and
then there would be a big debate about
it. I said he didn’t have a mandate to
cut Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Se-
curity, and I still stand on this. And
the President went on to impose one of
the biggest cuts on healthcare ever
seen, and we are still suffering from
this today.

I rise in the name of we the people
understanding the consequences of the
cuts that were made. I have had an ex-
perience with one of my constituents, a
constituent who needed a double lung
transplant, a constituent who saw his
premiums go up exponentially to the
extent that he could not afford to pay
for that premium that would allow him
to have the double lung transplant.

I rise on his behalf. His story is a
story that needs to be heard and needs
to be told. That story is an important
story—double lung transplant. I rise on
his behalf to show the injustice in what
occurred when I took my stand and
called it to the attention of the coun-
try, the injustice that occurred after 1
called it to the attention of the coun-
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try, and the country and the world paid
attention and noticed that the injus-
tice took place. We exposed the injus-
tice. It was exposed right here in this
House.

I rise today to mention that this man
who needed this double lung trans-
plant, we had to help him to make sure
he got his premiums paid, and we did.
He came to our office for help. We
wanted to make sure that he got that
double lung transplant. I am proud and
honored to say he has received the dou-
ble lung transplant, and he is doing
well in spite of, not because of, this
President—in spite of.

This President doesn’t respect the
right of human beings to have good
healthcare. This is a human right. This
is a right that all people should have,
especially in this the richest country
in the world, good healthcare.

The disrespect doesn’t end there. It
doesn’t. This is a President who has
portrayed himself as the Pope. The
President of the United States of
America has the audacity to portray
himself as the Pope.
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The President published this depic-
tion of himself as the Pope. I have on
this poster, I trust that it can be read
at the bottom, but for fear that it can-
not, I will hold it up: Donald Trump is
not the Pope.

We know this, and he should not de-
pict himself as such, as the Pope. I
don’t know why it would surprise us, to
be quite candid with you, Mr. Speaker,
that he would do this after the way he
has disrespected the Latino commu-
nity. He disrespected the Latino com-
munity by defining persons who are
here undocumented as illegals in such
a way as to cause all persons who are
Latino, look like they are Latino, or
caught speaking Spanish, all persons,
to become suspect. Under ICE, these
persons who have been suspect have
been treated disrespectfully.

Mr. Speaker, you don’t have to treat
people in an inhumane way to police
them. You don’t have to do it, and you
surely don’t have to kill them. You
don’t have to kill them while they are
kneeling or face down, Mr. Speaker,
shot, many times. You don’t have to
kill them as they are driving past you
in an automobile, Mr. Speaker. You
don’t have to do that.

This is a disrespect for human life
that this President is showing. It is a
disrespect for human life. I am not sure
that it should surprise us to see his dis-
respect for the Catholic Church and for
people who are the followers of Cathol-
icism. It doesn’t surprise me that he
would do it, but he shouldn’t.

This level of disrespect is unbecom-
ing the office and the officer who holds
the title of President of the United
States of America. It is unbecoming,
but he didn’t stop there.

He has depicted the Obamas in a very
unpleasing, unpleasant, disgraceful,
and disdainful way. He has refused to
apologize for a video showing the
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Obamas as apes. I didn’t bring the ac-
tual picture. I have it.

People are very sensitive, and they
don’t want to see that. However, we
have to talk about that because this is
disrespect for people of color. Regard-
less as to who you are, it is disrespect-
ful. It is disrespectful of people of
color. This is the same level of dis-
respect and indecency that was utilized
to enslave people in this country, the
United States of America.

Good Christians, many of them, not
all, but a good many of them justified
the enslavement of human beings be-
cause in their theology, the human
beings were closer to apes than they
were to the Homo sapiens, the human
beings that you and I happen to be a
part of, that class of human beings.
This President went out of his way, it
seems, to do this and to disrespect the
Obamas.

He didn’t stop there. This President
has the audacity and the unmitigated
gall to do something that is absolutely
inane and insane. He has portrayed
himself as Jesus Christ. He has de-
picted himself as Jesus Christ. You will
see on this poster, Mr. Speaker, that I
have noted: Donald Trump is not Jesus.

Now, he can make specious state-
ments and questionable statements
after he has done this and try to con-
vince some people: Oh, no, I was just
pretending to be a physician. I was try-
ing to show myself as a physician.

Well, most physicians that I know
don’t have all of this taking place as
they are standing over a patient. They
don’t have what looks like an eagle fly-
ing, planes flying through the air, and
the Statue of Liberty. They don’t have
persons looking in awe as the physician
lays a hand on a patient. They don’t
have what appears to be a person or an
image of someone that is humanlike,
perhaps an angel with wings, above.

Mr. President, people are not so low
of IQ, as you would say, as to believe
that you are not representing yourself
as Jesus. You use that term low IQ so
you think all of us are low IQ people
and all of us would think you are a
physician. Mr. President, we are not.
People are not. We the People are not,
and We the People, Mr. Speaker, find
this disgraceful. We find it unaccept-
able.

We find it shameful, and We the Peo-
ple believe that you should acknowl-
edge that you were wrong. You don’t
have to apologize. Just say you were
wrong to do this, but you won’t. You
won’t. That is because you find your-
self to be above all and above the law,
and, in this depiction, above humanity.

Mr. President, I want you to know
that there will be a record for pos-
terity. There will be a record for pos-
terity. Earlier I talked about legisla-
tion that I have already filed. Now, Mr.
President, I am going to mention a res-
olution, legislation that I will file. I
will file legislation, Mr. President, so
that those who look through the vista
of time will know that at least one per-
son, there may be others, I am not
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speaking for anybody but myself, so I
say at least one person. There may be
many others, I don’t know.

I do know what I will do. I don’t
speak for any political party. I speak
for myself and everybody who agrees
with me, and I believe that We the Peo-
ple have among us many who will
agree.

I have this resolution that I will file.

Permit me to read the style of the
resolution.

It reads: Resolution
President Donald J. Trump—con-
demning—resolution condemning
President Donald J. Trump for his dis-
graceful, despicable, and disrespectful
social media posts depicting himself as
Jesus Christ, diminishing the dignity
of the Presidency, and bringing disre-
pute to the office.

Diminishing the dignity and bringing
disrepute to the Office of the Presi-
dency.

It would seem to me, Mr. President,
that you knew or should have known
that this would be unacceptable. You
knew or should have known.

In fact, I have made a few points with
that language. Here in the resolution, I
have language that says: All who hold
public trust, especially those who hold
the Nation’s highest office, bear a
heightened responsibility to uphold re-
spect for the diverse religious beliefs of
the American people within our popu-
lation.

All of us, especially those who hold
public trust.

Then I go on to add in the resolution:
The President of the United States of
America knew or should have known
acts by the President of the United
States of America that trivialize or ex-
ploit any religious symbolism for per-
sonal or political purposes are incon-
sistent with the spirit of mutual re-
spect and dignity that underpin a plu-
ralistic society.

This is beneath the dignity of the
Presidency, and the President knew or
should have known this.

I go on to say: The President of the
United States knew or should have
known that respect for religions by the
President is essential to maintaining
unity and mutual understanding
among the people of all faiths and
backgrounds in the United States of
America.

He knew or should have known.
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I am going to move now to what will
be one of my last comments. The Presi-
dent of the United States knew or
should have known that the Presidency
is an office intended to embody the
highest standards of respect, integrity,
and seriousness. Conduct such as this
undermines the essential qualities of
dignity and respect and erodes the re-
spect for the office of the Presidency—
the respect that the office is intended
to command.

The President knew or should have
known that he is diminishing the Pres-
idency in the eyes of the world. It is

condemning
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not just a little thing. It is not some-
thing of, ‘‘Oh, that is just Donald. He is
just misbehaving.”

When we didn’t stop him earlier,
when he was depicting the Obamas as
he did, and we didn’t stop him when he
depicted himself as the Pope, and we
didn’t stop him when he disrespected
Latinos, he has now devolved into this.
This devolution is harmful to the Pres-
idency.

As a result of what he has done to
cause harm to the Presidency, I have:
It is resolved that the House of Rep-
resentatives condemns President Don-
ald John Trump for his disgraceful,
despicable, and disrespectful Truth So-
cial post depicting himself as Jesus
Christ on April 12, 2026, diminishing
the dignity of the Presidency and
bringing disrepute to the office.

That is one of the things that we
have resolved, but there is another one.
It is also resolved that Donald John
Trump, President of the United States
of America, should state publicly that
his depicting himself as Jesus Christ
was disgraceful and offensive—dis-
graceful and offensive, not just to
those who are Catholics but to all per-
sons of all religions.

It doesn’t just end with this depic-
tion. This is the genesis of it. There are
revelations yet to come as it relates to
this. The President knew or should
have known that this kind of dis-
respect is not something that we
should tolerate, and I will not. Others
may. Let them do what they may. I do
what I must.

This is why I will be filing this reso-
lution. I will be filing this resolution to
condemn the President for this dis-
tasteful, disdainful, and disrespectful
behavior.

I could only say to this country: We
have to stop him. I don’t mean phys-
ically, no. There are proper political
and legal methodologies by which he
can be stopped. He has to be stopped.

He is out of control. This is a su-
preme, superb example of how far out
of control the President of the United
States is. He has to be stopped. He has
to be stopped.

If we don’t stop him, he will do what
we all perceive he will do. We the peo-
ple know that this is what his plan is.
His plan is to stay on beyond his term
of office. How do you know? Because
that was his plan at the end of his first
term of office.

He incited the insurrection. He in-
cited the insurrection. He incited the
insurrection. He intends to stay on,
again, beyond his term of office.

We the people can stop this. We can
stop it before he causes harm that is ir-
reparable to our country, the image of
the country, and the people within the
country.

We can stop it. There is one means
that we have available to us that we
can employ, and I believe we the people
must use it. I tried several times, and
I plan to try again. That is to impeach
him.

Impeachment is a lawful, political
process within the Constitution that
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allows we the people to remove a Presi-
dent who has committed high crimes
and misdemeanors. Yes, we the people
can do it.

By the way, I won’t get into what
high crimes and misdemeanors are
today, but I will tell you this: When
Andrew Johnson was impeached, in Ar-
ticle X of the Articles of Impeachment
against Andrew Johnson, a high crime
and misdemeanor—or high mis-
demeanor as it was called then—was
his speaking ill of Congress. For speak-
ing ill of Congress, Andrew Johnson
was impeached.

We the people decide what the high
crime and misdemeanor is. There is no
appeal to any court when the President
is impeached. We the people make that
determination.

We the people in this House of Rep-
resentatives have more than enough
empirical evidence to conclude that
impeachment is necessary. We but only
have to have the will to do it. The way
is there.

This level of disrespect is indicative
of where he is going. We the people can
stop him with impeachment. This is in-
dicative of where he thinks he should
be. He has no problems with the word
“‘authoritarian.” It does not really of-
fend him.

In fact, given that he celebrates and
tries to get authoritarians reelected to
office—doesn’t always succeed. Given
that he does this, it appears that he
wants to be classed and ranked and
styled as an authoritarian. The truth
is, that is devolving. He has no prob-
lems with that. He is devolving into a
dictator in the United States of Amer-
ica.

Someone would say that is impos-
sible, not in this country. It is possible
if we don’t use the political tool of im-
peachment. It is entirely possible. He
has command of the military. He com-
mands the military in ways that are
impeachable, but we have not done so.
When I say ‘“‘we,” I really mean we here
in the House of Representatives.

We have the empirical evidence. I am
not going through the articles that we
might levy against him, but I want you
to know that the empirical evidence is
there. We only but have to have the
will. The way is there.

He is devolving our society, our mili-
tary—his means of managing it—into a
might-makes-right military. Might
makes right by whatever means he
chooses—by whatever means he choos-
es—to accomplish the goal that he
chooses.

If he chooses to go to war without
Congress, go to war. Might makes
right. It has been said by the Secretary
of what I would like to call Defense but
is now the Secretary of War that we
negotiate now with bombs. That is how
we negotiate, with bombs.

Might makes right, any means he
chooses to accomplish a goal, and then,
at the end, he says: Look at what I
have done. Couldn’t have done that if I
had followed the Constitution. Well,
every time he does this, a little bit of
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the Constitution becomes meaningless.
At some point, we won’t have a Con-
stitution that people will see as mean-
ingful. We won’t see it as meaningful.
We will see it as meaningless because
the President walks on it daily.

Might makes right. Any means he
chooses—not necessary, but the means
that he chooses.
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This is where he is headed, from here
to dictatorship. Yes, I am among the
first to say it, and I am saying it right
here on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Remember,
unafraid.

I say it here so that when I say it
back in my community, I will tell peo-
ple I have already said that. Yes, he
wants to be a dictator right here in
this country, the United States of
America, and impeachment is a means
by which we can stop him.

We must move forward. We must stop
him, remove him from office by virtue
of a trial in the Senate, remove him
from office by his being found guilty in
the Senate. We must remove him from
office, let him leave in the shame and
disgrace that he has earned.

He has earned shame and disgrace,
and they know it. My brethren, my
friends, my colleagues, brothers and
sisters across the aisle and on this side
of the aisle know it. He has earned it,
and we should bestow it upon him. Let
him leave in shame and disgrace, that
he richly should be rewarded.

As he does so, let us remind ourselves
that we will have done what is ex-
pected under the Constitution of the
United States of America. There are
those who would say, Mr. Speaker, that
you shouldn’t impeach him because the
Senate won’t convict him.

Well, he will still be impeached, and
that ought to be on his record. There
ought to be those among us who are
willing to stand and show and say: This
is what he merits for his dastardly
deeds done that are contrary to the
Constitution, that are impeachable by
virtue of being high crimes and mis-
demeanors.

Yes, let’s let the record show that he
was impeached again. He doesn’t want
to be impeached, and there are people
here who want to impeach him, but
they don’t want to say so. I understand
it. Well, I am saying so, he should be
impeached. I assure you that when all
is said and done, when the last word is
written, after all of this kind of insid-
ious behavior, when the last word is
said and the last word is written, we
the people will have spoken.

We the people will have the last
word. Donald John Trump will be im-
peached again.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Members are reminded to direct their
remarks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

unbought, unbossed,
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 33. Concurrent Resolution set-
ting forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year
2026 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2027 through 2035.

——

THE MATH DOESN'T LIE

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. SCHWEIKERT
of Arizona was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.)

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker,
there is a certain irony to having the
message from the Senate come in just
as I am about to actually walk through
some of the absolutely fraudulent math
in their document, but we will get to
that.

Let’s see. I have been in Congress
now 16 years. I believe I am almost to
a record, at least over the last decade,
of coming here to the floor doing math,
doing budget presentations, talking
about the demographics, talking about
what is going on, and realizing, is there
anyone listening?

You know, we will do shiny objects
all day long: I am enraged about the
President doing this or I am mad about
Biden doing this. You hear something,
and at the same time, Mr. Speaker, I
believe today we will borrow $87,000,
$88,000 every second. Every second.

In 6 years—I think my math is 6
years, 4 months. If you are on Social
Security, the way the law is as of
today, you get a 24 percent cut in your
check in 6 years, 4 months. How many
people have you heard come behind
these microphones the last 6 months,
other than myself, and say we have a
moral obligation to deal with this?

In 6 years, what, 3 months, the Medi-
care trust fund is gone, and if you are
a hospital, you are getting a 12 percent
cut. Do you think you are going to get
to see your doctor? How many people
have come behind these microphones
and said: Here is a path to reform the
price of healthcare? We are not sup-
posed to talk about these things, par-
ticularly because it is always an elec-
tion year.

I have a 3-year-old we have adopted.
He is the greatest gift God has ever
given someone. If you use a 6 percent
generational discount rate—that is rea-
sonable, it might be slightly high—you
need 104 percent of his lifetime earn-
ings just to pay the pensions of the
Federal Government.

Is there any understanding out there
of what we have done to your retire-
ment, what we have done to our kids?
Does anyone actually care about the
math?

We are going to walk through it one
more time, and this time I am going to
try to make an impassioned plea.
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We just had a reconciliation. Remem-
ber, the 1974 Budget Control Act built
this reconciliation process where you
could get around the filibuster in the
Senate. The reason we do it is to get
around the filibuster in the Senate.

Instead, we are going to do the skin-
ny one, as it is being talked about be-
cause it is a way to get the DHS fund-
ing because the Democrats won’t work
with us on the budget. However, when
we do it, we are giving up an oppor-
tunity to maybe actually tell the truth
about where the finances are of this
country.

The hallways this week have been
full of tens and tens of thousands of
lobbyists, people lobbying and saying: I
just need more money for my thing.
Then you go and point out, saying—one
of the best examples I have is DOGE,
okay?

Remember when DOGE started, we
are going to save $2 trillion. Then it
was $1 trillion. Then by the time it was
done, if you go to the DOGE.gov
website, it is a couple hundred billion,
maybe 250. The actual executed portion
in this fiscal year is 7. I think that is
Congress’ fault because there were a
lot of ideas we haven’t executed be-
cause we would have to go tell the
truth to people.

However, Mr. Speaker, we will bor-
row more money today, borrow more
money today than every dime that
DOGE saved us that we put into law.
Think about the theater. Think about
the speeches. Think about the angry
people on cable television talking
about it.

This is a math-free zone.

All right. This is our traditional pie
chart. You see the blue portion? That
is what I, as a Member of Congress,
what every Member of Congress, that is
all we get to vote on unless it is a
budget reconciliation, and therefore we
are allowed to talk about mandatory
spending.

Understand, this blue area, every
dime is borrowed and about $500 billion
of Medicare and other things.

We had actually—I think it was a
year ago because that is the date I had.
I think we had multiple months where
we had to borrow money to pay for our
borrowing. Now, it will change because
we just had our month of tax collection
we are in, but if you do the first 6
months of this fiscal year, for every
dollar that came into this government,
we spent $1.47.
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Yet, the philosophy around here is,
no one ever got unelected by spending
too much money, and it is true.

I am running for Governor in Ari-
zona. I have given up on trying to save
Congress. I will meet incredible people
that are stressed out of their mind.
They are poorer today than they were
in past years because of inflation and
wages haven’t closed that gap.

Then you talk to them about why
was there inflation, and I would argue
it is the scale of the spending. It is the
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