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EXTENSION OF TIME TO COM-

MENCE CONSTRUCTION OF CER-
TAIN HYDROPOWER PROJECTS 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (S. 1020) to require the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion to extend the time period during 
which licensees are required to com-
mence construction of certain hydro-
power projects. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1020 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF TIME TO COMMENCE 

CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN HY-
DROPOWER PROJECTS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED PROJECT.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘covered project’’ 
means a hydropower project with respect to 
which the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission issued a license before March 13, 
2020. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF EXTENSION.—Not-
withstanding section 13 of the Federal Power 
Act (16 U.S.C. 806), on the request of a li-
censee of a covered project, the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission may, after rea-
sonable notice and for good cause shown, ex-
tend in accordance with subsection (c) the 
period during which the licensee is required 
to commence construction of the covered 
project for not more than an additional 6 
years beyond the 8 years authorized by that 
section. 

(c) PERIOD OF EXTENSION.—An extension of 
time to commence construction of a covered 
project under subsection (b) shall— 

(1) consist of not more than 3 consecutive 
2-year periods; 

(2) begin on the date on which the final ex-
tension of the period for commencement of 
construction granted to the licensee under 
section 13 of the Federal Power Act (16 
U.S.C. 806) expires; and 

(3) end on the date that is not more than 6 
years after the latest date to which the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission is au-
thorized to extend the period for commence-
ment of construction under that section. 

(d) REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSE.— 
If the time period required under section 13 
of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) to 
commence construction of a covered project 
expires after December 31, 2023, and before 
the date of enactment of this Act— 

(1) the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission may reinstate the license for the ap-
plicable project effective as of the date of ex-
piration of the license; and 

(2) the extension authorized under sub-
section (b) shall take effect on the date of 
that expiration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks on the legislation and to insert 
extraneous material on S. 1020. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
S. 1020, led by Senator DAINES and, in 
the House of Representatives, by Rep-
resentative NEWHOUSE. 

Hydropower is a critical part of our 
Nation’s energy mix, supplying base-
load power to approximately 30 million 
homes and businesses and accounting 
for 40 percent of our black start capac-
ity. 

S. 1020 authorizes the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, or FERC, to 
extend construction deadlines for crit-
ical hydropower projects licensed be-
fore March 2020, when the COVID–19 
pandemic disrupted global supply 
chains and halted many projects. 

Current law requires hydropower 
projects to commence construction 
within 10 years of receiving a license. 
This legislation allows FERC to au-
thorize an additional 6 years for cer-
tain projects to ensure fully licensed 
infrastructure is not permanently halt-
ed, depriving Americans of reliable en-
ergy. 

There are currently 37 projects, 
across 15 States, that are at risk of los-
ing licenses without the passage of this 
bill providing additional construction 
time. 

These projects in limbo would pro-
vide energy that is imperative to power 
our communities, win the artificial in-
telligence race, and lower electricity 
prices for consumers. 

I urge my colleagues to support S. 
1020, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 1020, which will grant an ex-
tension to hydropower projects im-
pacted by the COVID pandemic. 

The Federal Power Act requires hy-
dropower projects to start construction 
within 2 years of receiving a license 
from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, or FERC. Subsequent 
amendments have allowed FERC to 
grant extensions of up to 8 years to a 
project’s construction deadline. 

While I think it makes sense to have 
a hydropower license expire if a project 
can’t start construction within a dec-
ade of the license being issued, I recog-
nize that the COVID pandemic and re-
sulting supply chain issues wreaked 
havoc on the hydropower industry. 
Therefore, this bill would allow FERC 
to grant up to 6 additional years for 
projects whose licenses were issued 
prior to COVID to start construction 
and would allow FERC to reinstate the 
licenses of projects whose authoriza-
tions have since expired. 

Madam Speaker, I will note that this 
authority is not a blank check to any 
developer with a license issued pre- 
COVID. The bill explicitly only allows 
FERC to grant an extension for good 
cause. I expect FERC to adhere to that 
restriction. 

In addition, I will also note that 
while the House has been able to com-
plete work on this bill, my colleagues 
from the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, Representatives SCHRIER and 
FULCHER, have another bill on hydro-
power, H.R. 3657, that has been sitting 
in the Senate for 9 months. I certainly 
hope our friends over in the Senate can 
pass that bill, which grants additional 
transparency into the hydropower li-
censing process as soon as possible. 

Madam Speaker, in any case, I urge 
my colleagues to support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
close by saying, again, that our com-
mittee is always concerned about hy-
dropower. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE). 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I 
appreciate the opportunity to talk on 
this very important bill. 

As everybody who knows me knows, I 
am a huge fan of hydropower. The Pa-
cific Northwest boasts some of the 
most abundant form of low-cost, car-
bon-free renewable baseload power in 
the country, and I want to see other 
parts of the country be able to enjoy 
the same kind of benefits that we do in 
the Pacific Northwest from hydro-
power. 

That is why this legislation is so im-
portant. It will extend the deadline so 
that construction projects can com-
mence because their licensing opportu-
nities will be extended. 

Our country needs this hydropower. 
We need all forms of power, but this, in 
particular, is something that will help 
us provide a critical role in meeting 
the growing demand that we see 
throughout our country. 

As I said, this is baseload power. It is 
carbon-free. It is something that is im-
portant to everybody in the country to 
make sure that we are good stewards of 
our environment. 

I appreciate the opportunity to be 
able to speak in favor of an option that 
we have in front of us that potentially 
could provide 2.5 gigawatts more power 
in the near future, which will go a long 
ways in meeting the important de-
mands that we have in our electrical 
future. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 
Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on S. 1020, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
HARSHBARGER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 1020. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 
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Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam 

Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 49 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1500 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LOUDERMILK) at 3 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on motions to 
suspend the rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 5201; 
H.R. 2493; and 
S. 1020. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

KARI’S LAW REPORTING ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5201) to direct the Federal 
Communications Commission to pub-
lish a report on implementation of the 
Kari’s Law Act of 2017, and for other 
purposes, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
ALLEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 405, nays 5, 
not voting 20, as follows: 

[Roll No. 127] 

YEAS—405 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
Ansari 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 

Balderson 
Balint 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Begich 
Bell 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 

Beyer 
Bice 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Buchanan 

Budzinski 
Bynum 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dexter 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Downing 
Edwards 
Elfreth 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Evans (PA) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Figures 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Friedman 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Fuller 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gill (TX) 
Gillen 
Gimenez 
Goldman (TX) 
Gomez 

Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Goodlander 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Graves 
Gray 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Harder (CA) 
Haridopolos 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jack 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Khanna 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mackenzie 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Mannion 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClain 

McClain Delaney 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McIver 
Meeks 
Mejia 
Menefee 
Menendez 
Meng 
Messmer 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Min 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Olszewski 
Omar 
Onder 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Patronis 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Randall 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rivas 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 

Simon 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Sykes 
Takano 

Taylor 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Epps 
Van Orden 
Vargas 

Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walkinshaw 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Whitesides 
Wied 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—5 

Burchett 
Burlison 

Harrigan 
Roy 

Self 

NOT VOTING—20 

Biggs (AZ) 
Brownley 
Cline 
Crenshaw 
De La Cruz 
Dunn (FL) 
Fletcher 

Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Griffith 
Kean 
Kiggans (VA) 
Mace 
McCaul 

McGuire 
Norman 
Pingree 
Schakowsky 
Wilson (FL) 
Wittman 

b 1535 

Mses. CLARKE of New York and 
CLARK of Massachusetts changed their 
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

IMPROVING CARE IN RURAL 
AMERICA REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2025 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2493) to reauthorize certain 
programs regarding rural health care, 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
HARSHBARGER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 406, nays 4, 
not voting 20, as follows: 

[Roll No. 128] 

YEAS—406 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
Ansari 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 

Balint 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Begich 
Bell 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 

Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Bynum 
Calvert 
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