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particularly for rural areas. I urge my
colleagues to support this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on
this bill, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
HARSHBARGER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2493.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

REAUTHORIZATION OF TELE-
HEALTH NETWORK AND TELE-
HEALTH RESOURCE CENTERS
GRANT PROGRAMS

Ms. HARSHBARGER. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 3419) to amend the
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize the telehealth network and tele-
health resource centers grant pro-
grams.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3419

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF TELEHEALTH
NETWORK AND TELEHEALTH RE-
SOURCE CENTERS GRANT PRO-
GRAMS.

Section 330I(q) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 254c-14(q)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘section’ and inserting the
following: ‘‘section—

“

(2) in paragraph (1), as so inserted, by
striking the period at the end and inserting
“;and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(2) $42,050,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam Chair,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
in the RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3419, which
would reauthorize the telehealth net-
work and telehealth resource grant
programs, led by my colleague Con-
gressman VALADAO.

Telehealth has been an extremely
useful tool that helps patients over-
come various physical barriers to care
and expands access to a wide array of
services provided by high-quality
healthcare professionals. It is both an
effective and efficient way to deliver
healthcare services to patients living
in rural and medically underserved
areas across the United States.

As we continue working to build a
healthier America, telehealth is an in-
credible tool to help break down bar-
riers and promote patient access.

H.R. 3419 reauthorizes key grant pro-
grams, namely the Telehealth Network
Grant Program and telehealth resource
centers.

Under the Telehealth Network Grant
Program, awardees can receive funding
to provide services through a tele-
health network for patients in rural
and medically underserved areas.

Additionally, the telehealth resource
centers provide telehealth technical as-
sistance for regional and national enti-
ties that support providers to best uti-
lize this technology to care for their
patients.

Ultimately, this bill continues crit-
ical support and strengthens the tele-
health infrastructure that Americans
rely on.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I
thank the sponsors for their work on
this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 3419, the Reauthorization of Tele-
health Network and Telehealth Re-
source Centers Grant Programs.

H.R. 3419 reauthorizes programs at
the Office for the Advancement of Tele-
health within the Health Resources
and Services Administration, including
the telehealth network and telehealth
resource centers grant programs. These
programs promote the use of telehealth
networks to improve healthcare serv-
ices for communities across the coun-
try.

Currently, the program promotes the
use of rural tele-emergency services by
delivering 24-hour emergency depart-
ment consultation services for rural
providers without emergency care spe-
cialists.

The Telehealth Resource Centers
Program provides technical assistance,
education, and information to organi-
zations and individuals through 2 na-
tional centers and 12 regional centers.
These centers help implement and ex-
pand telehealth programs so they can
expand the reach of healthcare in rural
and underserved communities.

I am glad that we are taking steps to
reauthorize these programs. I encour-
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age all of my colleagues to vote ‘“‘yes”
on H.R. 3419, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to urge support for my bill,
the Reauthorization of Telehealth Net-
work and Telehealth Resource Centers
Grant Programs.

In the Central Valley and rural com-
munities across the Nation, telehealth
is a lifeline.

For many families I represent, get-
ting to a doctor isn’t easy. It can mean
hours on the road, time off work, and
waiting too long for an appointment.

When healthcare is delayed, small
problems can turn into something
much more serious. This bipartisan bill
helps close that gap.

H.R. 3419 reauthorizes critical tele-
health programs through fiscal year
2030 so patients in underserved areas
can connect with doctors, specialists,
and mental health providers without
having to travel long distances or wait
weeks for appointments.
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We have already seen this work in
the Central Valley, with thousands of
telehealth visits helping people get
care for things like depression, anx-
iety, and substance abuse.

These resources are incredibly impor-
tant for rural, underserved commu-
nities and help make hospitals strong-
er, improve access to specialists, and
provide more support for recruiting
and retaining healthcare professionals
in the communities that need them
most.

I thank Chairman GUTHRIE and his
staff on the Committee on Energy and
Commerce for their work on this im-
portant bill, as well as my co-lead,
Representative ADAM GRAY.

Together, we can ensure no one is
left behind, no matter the ZIP Code
they live in.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, in
closing, I just want to urge everyone to
support this legislation. Telehealth ex-
pansion is obviously something that is
particularly important for rural areas
and underserved areas, so I think it is
really important that we pass this leg-
islation. I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, in closing, I encourage a
“‘yes’ vote on this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
HARSHBARGER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3419.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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EXTENSION OF TIME TO COM-
MENCE CONSTRUCTION OF CER-
TAIN HYDROPOWER PROJECTS

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 1020) to require the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion to extend the time period during
which licensees are required to com-
mence construction of certain hydro-
power projects.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1020

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF TIME TO COMMENCE
CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN HY-
DROPOWER PROJECTS.

(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED PROJECT.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered project”
means a hydropower project with respect to
which the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission issued a license before March 13,
2020.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF EXTENSION.—Not-
withstanding section 13 of the Federal Power
Act (16 U.S.C. 806), on the request of a li-
censee of a covered project, the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission may, after rea-
sonable notice and for good cause shown, ex-
tend in accordance with subsection (c) the
period during which the licensee is required
to commence construction of the covered
project for not more than an additional 6
years beyond the 8 years authorized by that
section.

(c) PERIOD OF EXTENSION.—An extension of
time to commence construction of a covered
project under subsection (b) shall—

(1) consist of not more than 3 consecutive
2-year periods;

(2) begin on the date on which the final ex-
tension of the period for commencement of
construction granted to the licensee under
section 13 of the Federal Power Act (16
U.S.C. 806) expires; and

(3) end on the date that is not more than 6
years after the latest date to which the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission is au-
thorized to extend the period for commence-
ment of construction under that section.

(d) REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSE.—
If the time period required under section 13
of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) to
commence construction of a covered project
expires after December 31, 2023, and before
the date of enactment of this Act—

(1) the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission may reinstate the license for the ap-
plicable project effective as of the date of ex-
piration of the license; and

(2) the extension authorized under sub-
section (b) shall take effect on the date of
that expiration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks on the legislation and to insert
extraneous material on S. 1020.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?
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There was no objection.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
S. 1020, led by Senator DAINES and, in
the House of Representatives, by Rep-
resentative NEWHOUSE.

Hydropower is a critical part of our
Nation’s energy mix, supplying base-
load power to approximately 30 million
homes and businesses and accounting
for 40 percent of our black start capac-
ity.
S. 1020 authorizes the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, or FERC, to
extend construction deadlines for crit-
ical hydropower projects licensed be-
fore March 2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic disrupted global supply
chains and halted many projects.

Current 1law requires hydropower
projects to commence construction
within 10 years of receiving a license.
This legislation allows FERC to au-
thorize an additional 6 years for cer-
tain projects to ensure fully licensed
infrastructure is not permanently halt-
ed, depriving Americans of reliable en-
ergy.

There are currently 37 projects,
across 15 States, that are at risk of los-
ing licenses without the passage of this
bill providing additional construction
time.

These projects in limbo would pro-
vide energy that is imperative to power
our communities, win the artificial in-
telligence race, and lower electricity
prices for consumers.

I urge my colleagues to support S.
1020, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 1020, which will grant an ex-
tension to hydropower projects im-
pacted by the COVID pandemic.

The Federal Power Act requires hy-
dropower projects to start construction
within 2 years of receiving a license
from the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, or FERC. Subsequent
amendments have allowed FERC to
grant extensions of up to 8 years to a
project’s construction deadline.

While I think it makes sense to have
a hydropower license expire if a project
can’t start construction within a dec-
ade of the license being issued, I recog-
nize that the COVID pandemic and re-
sulting supply chain issues wreaked
havoc on the hydropower industry.
Therefore, this bill would allow FERC
to grant up to 6 additional years for
projects whose licenses were issued
prior to COVID to start construction
and would allow FERC to reinstate the
licenses of projects whose authoriza-
tions have since expired.

Madam Speaker, I will note that this
authority is not a blank check to any
developer with a license issued pre-
COVID. The bill explicitly only allows
FERC to grant an extension for good
cause. I expect FERC to adhere to that
restriction.
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In addition, I will also note that
while the House has been able to com-
plete work on this bill, my colleagues
from the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, Representatives SCHRIER and
FULCHER, have another bill on hydro-
power, H.R. 3657, that has been sitting
in the Senate for 9 months. I certainly
hope our friends over in the Senate can
pass that bill, which grants additional
transparency into the hydropower li-
censing process as soon as possible.

Madam Speaker, in any case, I urge
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
close by saying, again, that our com-
mittee is always concerned about hy-
dropower. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE).

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 1
appreciate the opportunity to talk on
this very important bill.

As everybody who knows me knows, 1
am a huge fan of hydropower. The Pa-
cific Northwest boasts some of the
most abundant form of low-cost, car-
bon-free renewable baseload power in
the country, and I want to see other
parts of the country be able to enjoy
the same kind of benefits that we do in
the Pacific Northwest from hydro-
power.

That is why this legislation is so im-
portant. It will extend the deadline so
that construction projects can com-
mence because their licensing opportu-
nities will be extended.

Our country needs this hydropower.
We need all forms of power, but this, in
particular, is something that will help
us provide a critical role in meeting
the growing demand that we see
throughout our country.

As I said, this is baseload power. It is
carbon-free. It is something that is im-
portant to everybody in the country to
make sure that we are good stewards of
our environment.

I appreciate the opportunity to be
able to speak in favor of an option that
we have in front of us that potentially
could provide 2.5 gigawatts more power
in the near future, which will go a long
ways in meeting the important de-
mands that we have in our electrical
future.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Madam
Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on S. 1020, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
HARSHBARGER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, S. 1020.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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