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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MOORE of West Virginia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 25, 2026. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RILEY M. 
MOORE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2026, the Chair will now recognize 
Members from lists submitted by the 
majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

HONORING CURTIS ANGST 

(Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to solemnly honor the life of an 
American hero who gave his life in 
service to his country. 

On Thursday, March 12, 2026, while 
deployed as part of Operation Epic 
Fury, six crewmembers were killed 
when the U.S. Air Force KC–135 aerial 
refueling tanker crashed in Iraq’s air-
space. Two crewmembers were from 
our Buckeye State, and one was from 
my district: Captain Curtis Angst of 
Wilmington. 

Curtis was a standout student, earn-
ing honors from both Wilmington High 
School, where he graduated in 2014, and 
at the University of Cincinnati, where 
he earned a degree in aerospace engi-
neering. 

Curtis had a great love for aviation, 
which began in his childhood. Curtis’ 
mother, Lisa, remembers how Curtis 
would play with toy airplanes outside 
of his family’s home. Curtis’ father, 
Matt, was a private pilot and took Cur-
tis up in the air for the first time when 
he was just a toddler. Lisa worked as a 
flight attendant for airlines, so Curtis 
seemed destined to take flight when he 
got older. 

Captain Angst was only 30 years old 
when he made the ultimate sacrifice. 
During his final mission, he was serv-
ing as a pilot for the 166th Air Refuel-
ing Squadron at the 121st Refueling 
Wing at Rickenbacker Air National 
Guard Base in Columbus. With a decade 
of service, Captain Angst had com-
pleted 880 flight hours and 67 combat 
hours, leaving behind a legacy of self-
less service and a deep commitment to 
protecting our Nation. 

Earlier in his career, Captain Angst 
had also deployed in 2015 in Operation 
Spartan Shield and was responsible for 
flying worldwide for air refueling, 
aeromedical services, cargo transport, 
and passenger operations. 

Captain Angst leaves behind a loving 
wife, Mary. My heart goes out to her 
and the rest of Curtis’ family as they 
navigate this unthinkable loss. This 
tragedy is a solemn reminder that free-
dom is not free and that we owe a debt 
of gratitude to Curtis and the other 
servicemembers who have given their 
lives in service to this country. 

I continue to stand resolutely behind 
our courageous servicemembers and 
their families as they prove time after 
time that America is the land of the 
free because of the brave. 

Captain Angst’s service and sacrifice 
will never be forgotten. I salute Cap-

tain Angst for his courage and speak 
on behalf of southern Ohio when I say 
that he will be remembered as an 
American hero. 

My prayers and deepest condolences 
will continue to be with Captain Angst 
and his family in the months ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GREATER 
CENTENNIAL A.M.E. ZION CHURCH 

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to salute the community pres-
ence of Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion 
Church, a beacon of faith and service in 
the city of Mount Vernon, New York. 

Under the spiritual leadership of the 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Pogue, Greater Cen-
tennial traces its founding to 1896, 130 
years ago. Those founders’ vision has 
been realized in today’s Greater Cen-
tennial: dynamic weekly worship serv-
ices, Bible study classes, weekly prayer 
call, Sunday school and programs for 
young people, Wellness Wednesday pro-
grams, and in the outreach to assist 
those of the community in need with 
food and clothing, as well as seniors in 
need of companionship and care. 

Dr. Pogue has led Greater Centennial 
for over a decade, having served in the 
ministry previously from Harlem to 
Oakland, California. He holds master’s 
and doctoral degrees in divinity stud-
ies. His service extends beyond the con-
gregation as a chaplain for the Mount 
Vernon Police Department, vice chair 
of the Westchester County Human 
Rights Commission, and membership in 
prominent African-American organiza-
tions, including president of the United 
Black Clergy. 

From the floor of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, we salute the Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Pogue and the church that he 
shepherds, Greater Centennial A.M.E. 
Zion Church in Mount Vernon. 
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RECOGNIZING CHANCE MULLEN 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, permit 
me to extend happy birthday wishes on 
April 4 to Pelham Mayor Chance 
Mullen, who is showing talent and 
leadership in the public sector, as well 
as in the private nonprofit world. 

Chance was elected as mayor of the 
village of Pelham in 2019 and is serving 
in his fourth term. He served pre-
viously as a trustee on the village 
board. 

Chance is the chief elected official 
for Pelham Village, a community of 
7,000 people, with all the municipal re-
sponsibilities and headaches that come 
with the position of mayor: the respon-
sibilities for police, fire, sanitation, 
and the like. 

Through all of that, Mayor Mullen 
has done an exemplary job, but that is 
not his only job. In his professional 
life, Chance serves as the executive di-
rector of the Housing Action Council, a 
regional nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to expanding housing opportuni-
ties for low- and moderate-income 
households. 

Finally, Chance Mullen is an active 
Pelham volunteer: Cub Scouts, Little 
League baseball, the Picture House, 
Pelham Civic Association, and more. 

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I wish a happy birthday 
to Mayor Chance Mullen and encourage 
him to take a break for at least one 
day. 
RECOGNIZING ELECTION WINNERS IN NEW YORK 
Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, last 

Wednesday, March 18, was a day for de-
mocracy in New York State. 

Voters in many of our villages went 
to the polls to elect leaders to serve 
their home communities, running the 
village governments that provide basic 
services in their area: police, fire, sani-
tation, recreation, snow removal, land 
use authority, and the like. 

In Westchester’s 16th Congressional 
District, let me salute those who have 
won. 

In the village of Bronxville, Helen 
Knapp and Vanessa O’Friel were elect-
ed as trustees to the Bronxville Village 
Board. William Prince was elected vil-
lage justice. 

In the village of Elmsford, Nelson 
Lopez and David Signor were elected as 
trustees to the Elmsford Village Board. 

In the village of Scarsdale, Tim 
Foley, Ron Schulhof, and Scott 
Silberfein were elected as trustees to 
the Scarsdale Village Board. 

These elections were held without 
controversy or incident. There were no 
claims of illegal voting or stolen elec-
tions but just simply democracy at 
work. 

I congratulate the winners and thank 
all who competed in their service to 
the communities. 

f 

HONORING ERIC F. MELGREN 

(Mr. MANN of Kansas was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Chief Judge Eric F. Melgren 

of the United States District Court for 
the District of Kansas and to recognize 
his distinguished service on the Fed-
eral bench. 

Today, the district of Kansas un-
veiled Judge Melgren’s official portrait 
and celebrated his lasting legacy after 
nearly two decades of active judicial 
service. As of September 1, 2025, Judge 
Melgren has assumed senior status, 
which he will continue to serve with 
the same dedication and commitment 
that have defined his entire career. 

Judge Melgren’s story is a Kansas 
story. Raised on a cattle and wheat 
farm in southwest Kansas, he is a first- 
generation college graduate who went 
on to lead as student body president of 
Wichita State University and later 
earned his law degree from Washburn 
University. 

From private practice in Wichita to 
serving as United States Attorney for 
the district of Kansas and, ultimately, 
to his appointment to the Federal 
bench by President George W. Bush, his 
career reflects a life rooted in hard 
work, service, and leadership. 

Over 18 years on the bench, including 
his time as Chief Judge, Judge Melgren 
has upheld the rule of law with integ-
rity and a deep respect for the Con-
stitution. He has also given back to his 
community, leading organizations like 
United Way of the Plains and Leader-
ship Wichita, and remaining closely 
connected to the people and institu-
tions that helped to shape him. 

In the Big First District and across 
Kansas, we value those who serve with 
humility, lead with principle, and stay 
grounded in their roots. Judge Melgren 
embodies those values. 

I thank him for his service, congratu-
late him on this milestone, and wish 
him the very best as he continues his 
hard work on the bench. 

HONORING MICHAEL HINTON 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize a proud Kansan whose 
work honors the legacy of American 
agriculture and the generations who 
built it. 

Michael Hinton of Hutchinson has 
dedicated his life to preserving the his-
tory and heritage of rural America 
through antique tractors, but his work 
goes far beyond restoring old equip-
ment. It is about telling the story of 
the men and women who have worked 
the land, provided for their families, 
and helped feed the world. 

Through his creation of Antique 
Tractors Preservation Day and the 
launch of talkingtractors.com, Michael 
has built a platform that brings agri-
cultural history to life and connects 
generations through a shared apprecia-
tion for hard work, innovation, and 
community. His efforts have earned 
recognition across Kansas and the Na-
tion. 

This year, Michael was inducted into 
the National Agricultural Hall of 
Fame, joining the ranks of some of the 
most influential figures in our Nation’s 
agricultural history, from George 
Washington to John Deere. He is now 

one of only a handful of Kansans to re-
ceive this distinguished honor. 

In the Big First District of Kansas, 
agriculture is not just our way of life. 
It is our legacy. Leaders like Michael 
Hinton remind us that preserving that 
legacy matters while we continue to 
build its future. 

I am grateful for his work, proud to 
call him a fellow Kansan, and con-
gratulate him on his well-deserved rec-
ognition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH RAMIREZ 
(Mrs. RAMIREZ of Illinois was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor a fierce 
advocate for justice and a tireless 
champion for gun violence prevention, 
Elizabeth Ramirez. 

On a tragic night almost 15 years 
ago, Elizabeth’s son, Harry Rodriguez, 
was fatally shot, giving his life to pro-
tect his family members when a 
masked assailant opened fire during his 
23rd birthday celebration. 

From the depths of unimaginable 
grief, Elizabeth transformed her pain 
into purpose. She cofounded Parents 
for Peace and Justice in Belmont 
Cragin, in Illinois–03, to not only advo-
cate for stronger gun violence preven-
tion measures but to provide essential 
support to families who have been im-
pacted by gun violence. 

Elizabeth provides courtroom sup-
port for families. She organizes peace 
walks and hosts vigils throughout com-
munities to ensure that no family 
member has to navigate the profound 
pain of losing a loved one to violence 
alone. 

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I am proud to commend 
Elizabeth Ramirez for her relentless 
hope and for her essential work to help 
our communities recover from violence 
and loss. 

I thank Elizabeth, and may her son 
rest in peace and power. 

RECOGNIZING JESSICA ESQUIVEL 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor my constituent, Dr. 
Jessica Esquivel. 

Jessica is a queer, Afro-Latine, par-
ticle physicist, disruptor, author, and 
visionary who has made it her personal 
mission to ensure the success of under-
represented communities in the 
sciences. 

As one of the few Afro-Latine, queer 
women in the world of STEAM, Jessica 
embraces all facets of her identity, 
unapologetically existing in spaces 
that have historically excluded people 
who look like her or identify as she 
does. 

Through her work as an associate 
scientist at Fermilab, her leadership as 
cofounder of Oyanova Enterprises, and 
her creation of Twitter movement 
#blackinphysics, she has fostered op-
portunities for Black and Brown lead-
ers to thrive through culturally rel-
evant STEAM programming, mental 
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