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Madam Speaker, I support this legis-

lation, and I urge my colleagues to do 
the same. I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), who is the author 
of this legislation. 

Mr. BEGICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 6427, the Air-
port Regulatory Relief Act of 2025, a 
bill I introduced to cut unnecessary 
Federal red tape and deliver real cost 
savings to America’s small, rural air-
ports, especially those across my home 
State of Alaska. 

For Alaska, maintaining our small 
airports is essential to keeping people, 
goods, and services moving, ensuring 
that supplies can reach even the most 
remote communities, and preserving 
access to lifesaving medical care, reli-
able mail service, and economic oppor-
tunity. 

For years, the FAA has required even 
our smallest nonprimary airports, 
those serving aircraft under 60,000 
pounds gross weight, to follow the 
same costly, one-size-fits-all Federal 
pavement standards written for the Na-
tion’s largest international hubs. These 
rigid mandates and bureaucratic ap-
proval processes drive up construction 
costs, create lengthy delays, and stall 
critical runway repairs. 

H.R. 6427 fixes exactly that problem. 
It allows States to use their own prov-
en highway construction standards for 
airfield pavement projects at these 
nonprimary airports. 

The process is simple and safe: The 
State simply notifies the Secretary of 
its intent, and the FAA must deter-
mine that the specifications will not 
negatively affect safety in any way. 
There is no new Federal spending and 
no lowering of standards, just common-
sense flexibility that gets work done 
faster and cheaper for the airports that 
need it most. 

This legislation has strong bipartisan 
support because it helps rural airports 
in every corner of the country without 
ever compromising the safety of the 
traveling public. 

Madam Speaker, in Alaska, our air-
ports are lifelines. Passing H.R. 6427 
will empower States and local commu-
nities to maintain those lifelines more 
efficiently and affordably. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
commonsense measure. 

Mr. FIGURES. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, our local and rural 
airports are the backbone of general 
aviation in the United States, and they 
need Congress’ help to remain cost 
competitive. This is a commonsense 
piece of legislation that removes the 
Federal Government. 

This is not a situation where the 
Federal Government knows what is 
best. Many States have been doing this 
much longer than the Federal Govern-
ment. 

My State of Alabama is not often 
thought of as one in the lens of avia-

tion history, but the Wright brothers, 
whom we have spoken about today at 
length, were from Ohio and flew in 
North Carolina. When it came time to 
open their first civilian flight school, a 
little-known fact is that they opened it 
in Montgomery County, Alabama, 
which I now have the privilege of rep-
resenting. 

They did that in 1910. The FAA 
wasn’t founded until 1958, so the State 
of Alabama has been dealing with how 
to land aircraft on small airfields for 
nearly 50 years before the Federal Gov-
ernment was. They know how to get 
the job done, and this bill allows them 
to do just that. 

Madam Speaker, that is why I sup-
port H.R. 6427, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, nonprimary airports 
play a vital role in connecting rural 
and underserved communities like 
mine to essential services, sustaining 
local jobs, and enabling emergency re-
sponse capabilities. Cutting red tape 
helps reduce project delays, lower con-
struction costs, and gives communities 
faster access to modern, safe airfield 
infrastructure, allowing limited dollars 
to stretch further and deliver greater 
value to passengers and local econo-
mies. 

This commonsense measure reduces 
the burden on smaller airports seeking 
to use State highway pavement stand-
ards for airfield construction projects. 

Madam Speaker, I was cosponsor of 
this legislation. I urge support of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TAYLOR) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 6427, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECREATIONAL DRONE 
EMPOWERMENT ACT 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6460) to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to clarify excep-
tions for limited recreational oper-
ations of unmanned aircraft, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6460 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recreational 
Drone Empowerment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CLARIFYING RECREATIONAL OPER-

ATIONS OF DRONE SYSTEMS. 
Section 44809(c)(2)(C) of title 49, United 

States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the heading by inserting ‘‘AND CLASS 
E’’ after ‘‘UNCONTROLLED’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘, Class E airspace above 
Class G airspace, or a Class E airspace des-
ignated as an extension to a Class B, Class C, 
Class D, or Class E surface area’’ after ‘‘Class 
G airspace’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. TAYLOR) and the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. FIGURES) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members have 
5 legislative days in which to revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous material into the RECORD 
on H.R. 6460. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

b 1650 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MANN) for his 
initiative and leadership on this issue. 

General aviation, including rec-
reational drone operations, are the life-
blood of the American aviation eco-
system. As such, it is of the utmost im-
portance that we protect their access 
to the sky. 

Section 928 of the FAA Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2024 established a novel 
process by which community-based or-
ganizations could seek administrative 
approval from the FAA to conduct rec-
reational unmanned aircraft systems 
operations in controlled airspace from 
a fixed site. 

If approved, the community-based or-
ganization would then work with the 
appropriate air traffic control facility 
to establish mutually agreed-upon op-
erating procedures. 

Unfortunately, when it came to im-
plementing the law, the FAA’s inter-
pretation was at odds with congres-
sional intent, and that resulted in rec-
reational UAS clubs being unable to le-
gally fly in certain sectors of class E 
airspace. 

H.R. 6460, the Recreational Drone 
Empowerment Act, represents a com-
monsense solution to ensure commu-
nity-based organizations can seek au-
thorization from the FAA to operate 
legally in all types of class E airspace, 
as Congress intended. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this legislation and reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FIGURES. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 6460, bipartisan legislation intro-
duced by the gentleman from Kansas 
(Mr. MANN) and the gentlewoman from 
Kansas (Ms. DAVIDS). 

The FAA reports there are more than 
370,000 registered recreational drones in 
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the U.S. However, the FAA’s new inter-
pretation of language in the FAA Re-
authorization Act of 2018 and 2024 has 
now restricted these authorized rec-
reational drone users to only class E2 
airspace, airspace designated for air-
ports. 

This restriction was not the intent of 
Congress and leaves many lawful drone 
users unable to frequent the spaces 
that they are used to flying in and 
doing so safely. 

Without change, there will likely be 
significant confusion amongst rec-
reational hobbyists who are simply 
trying to do what they have always 
been allowed to do. 

The bipartisan H.R. 6460 makes a 
technical correction to the current 
statute, authorizing the FAA, through 
its existing approval process, to permit 
eligible recreational drone flights in 
certain class E controlled airspace. 

To clarify, this bill would not auto-
matically allow for recreational drone 
flights near airports or higher altitude 
operations in uncontrolled airspace. 
Recreational drone operators would 
still be required to comply with the 
FAA’s safety requirements and to go 
through the agency’s approval process. 

This bill will help reduce some confu-
sion for recreational drone operators to 
ensure safety and clarifies the FAA’s 
authorization process for these drone 
flights. I support this legislation and 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN), the author of this 
legislation. 

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Ohio for yielding me 
the time. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of my bill, H.R. 6460, the Rec-
reational Drone Empowerment Act, 
which clarifies the ability of the FAA 
to authorize model aircraft operations 
in class E airspace. 

Everyone gets their start somewhere. 
For many folks, a lifelong passion for 
flight is ignited the first time they get 
the experience of what model aero-
nautics has to offer. For some, that 
passion leads them to ultimately pur-
sue long and successful careers in the 
aviation workforce. 

We must do whatever we can to fos-
ter a robust recreational operational 
environment where individuals of all 
ages can experience all that aviation 
has to offer. 

In 2018, Congress classified model air-
craft as recreational UASes. That leg-
islation spelled out what classes of air-
space and under what conditions rec-
reational UASes could fly. For 7 years 
and on behalf of its 2,400 member clubs, 
of which 30 reside in the great State of 
Kansas, the Academy of Model Aero-
nautics has been collaborating with the 
FAA to attract the next generation of 
aviation professionals. 

Unfortunately, due to a misinter-
pretation of a provision of the FAA Re-
authorization Act of 2024, many rec-
reational clubs across the country 

found they were no longer able to le-
gally fly in some sectors of class E air-
space. 

The Recreational Drone Empower-
ment Act allows model aircraft clubs 
to request permission from the FAA to 
operate in class E2, E3, E4, and E5 air-
space, as it does for all other classifica-
tions of airspace. This legislation does 
not require the FAA to grant such re-
quests. It merely grants them the legal 
authority to approve such requests. 

I thank Chairman GRAVES, Ranking 
Member LARSEN, and the members of 
the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee for their support of my leg-
islation that would give regulatory cer-
tainty to an important part of the 
aviation community and continues to 
encourage the next generation of avi-
ators. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. FIGURES. Madam Speaker, rec-
reational drone use is a rapidly grow-
ing pastime here in America, and we 
must put in place sufficient guardrails 
for safety. That is why I support H.R. 
6460 and urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Madam Speaker, to reiterate, free-
dom of the skies is an inherently 
American ideal. 

This legislation does not require the 
FAA to approve every community- 
based organization request. Rather, it 
provides the FAA with the statutory 
authority to consider all applications 
and approve or deny at the agency’s 
discretion. 

The Recreational Drone Empower-
ment Act represents a solution ori-
ented to fix, ensure, and protect Amer-
ica’s ability to access the airspace. 
Once again, I thank the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. MANN) for his work 
on this issue. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TAYLOR) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 6460. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AIRMEN CERTIFICATE 
ACCESSIBILITY ACT 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2247) to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to authorize the 
use of physical or digital copies of cer-
tain certificates for certain Federal 
Aviation Administration inspections, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2247 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Airmen Certifi-
cate Accessibility Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF CERTIFICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 44703 of title 49, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(m) SUFFICIENCY OF DIGITAL AND PHYSICAL 
AIRMAN CERTIFICATES.—An individual issued a 
certificate pursuant to this section (including a 
medical certificate) may present such certificate 
to an inspector of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration in any of the following formats: 

‘‘(1) A physical certificate issued by the Ad-
ministrator (or his or her designee). 

‘‘(2) A digital certificate issued by the Admin-
istrator that is stored on an electronic device or, 
in areas where there is sufficient connectivity to 
do so, a cloud-based system, and presented in 
accordance with authentication and verification 
requirements established by the Administrator.’’. 

(b) RULEMAKING.—Not later than November 
30, 2028, the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration shall issue a final rule to 
update regulations in parts 61, 63, 65, 67, and 
107 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, to 
implement the amendments made by this section, 
and any applicable guidance and policies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. TAYLOR) and the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. FIGURES) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the 
RECORD on H.R. 2247. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2247, the Air-
men Certificate Accessibility Act, is 
commonsense legislation that would 
bring the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion into the digital age. 

In today’s digital age, it is past time 
for the FAA to join the 21st century 
and allow digital options for airmen 
certificates. I am supportive of any ini-
tiative that safely lowers barriers and 
ultimately allows more Americans to 
exercise their freedom to fly. Allowing 
pilots the option to carry digital copies 
of their certifications in lieu of paper 
copies accomplishes that. 

The FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 
directed the agency to holistically re-
view and digitize processes. The Air-
men Certificate Accessibility Act 
builds upon those efforts and rep-
resents an incremental step toward 
digitization that benefits all users. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
this legislation and reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FIGURES. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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