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The leader and the CEO of the Y is 

Jennifer Ryan Safsel, a dynamic, ener-
getic professional with years of non-
profit management. She is ably as-
sisted by a capable team, Lisa Teddone, 
Dawn Carter, Dafne Ginn, Jace Young, 
Tanisha Miller, and so many others, 
along with the president of the board, 
Raymond T. Hall and members of the 
board including State Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson. 

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, we honor the New Ro-
chelle YMCA. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WHITE COUNTY 
2025 CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate White County, Ten-
nessee, one of 19 counties I am proud to 
represent in Congress. Their county 
fair was recently named the 2025 Cham-
pion of Champions by the Tennessee 
Association of Fairs. It is a designation 
earned by showcasing excellence in ag-
riculture, education, and community 
participation. 

In a rare dual honor, White County is 
also home to TAF’s Fairest of the Fair, 
Hannah Haley. This is a statewide title 
earned from weeks of practice. It re-
quires talent, discipline, and a lot of 
time. I congratulate Hannah on the 
fruits of her dedication. I have no 
doubt that she will continue to be a 
great ambassador for White County 
and for all of Tennessee. 

I am proud to support Tennessee’s 
many agricultural fairs, including the 
White County Fair. They bring to-
gether the best of our communities 
from every corner of Tennessee. 

f 

b 1100 

IT IS TIME FOR CHANGE 

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, big 
corporations continue to make billions 
and billions of dollars while working 
people can’t afford the essentials, can’t 
afford groceries, can’t afford 
healthcare, can’t afford to keep a roof 
over their heads. This happens because 
politicians in Washington let it hap-
pen. 

If we want to do something about the 
fact that the oil and gas companies are 
making hundreds of billions of dollars 
a year while people can’t afford their 
electric bills, if we want to do some-
thing about the drug companies mak-
ing billions and billions of dollars 
while people can’t afford the medicine 
they need to live, then we need to clean 
up our own house. 

Until we get dark money out of elec-
tions, until we pass my bill to ban 
stock trading in Congress, until we 

take anticorruption seriously, then too 
many politicians will continue to work 
for the big, powerful corporations in-
stead of for the American people who 
sent us here. It is time for a change. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT NOAH 
TIETJENS 

(Mr. FLOOD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the selfless service 
of our brave men and women in uni-
form during Operation Epic Fury and 
to honor the life of one of Nebraska’s 
own, Sergeant First Class Noah 
Tietjens of Bellevue, Nebraska. 

Earlier this month, Sergeant 
Tietjens lost his life while supporting 
Operation Epic Fury. 

Continuing a proud family tradition 
of military service, he began his career 
in 2006. Through the years, Sergeant 
Tietjens earned numerous awards for 
his leadership and courage, including 
the Purple Heart, the Meritorious 
Service Medal, and more. 

From his time managing a local 
Hardee’s to his patriotic service in our 
Armed Forces, Sergeant Tietjens left a 
lasting impact on all who knew him. 

I know Nebraskans from across the 
State are grieving alongside the 
Tietjens family. We are praying for his 
wife, Shelly, and their son, Dylan. 

Sergeant Tietjens’ service and sac-
rifice will forever be a testament to his 
heroic decision to answer the call to 
serve our country. 

f 

HONORING KAMRAN KHAN 

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to a re-
markable American, Mr. Kamran 
Khan. 

Kamran Khan came to this country 
at the age of 18 with faith, determina-
tion, and a belief in the promise of 
America. He built a beautiful life with 
his lovely wife, Dr. Hamida Khan, and 
they raised six children. He devoted 
himself not only to his family’s success 
but to the cause of dignity, equality, 
and inclusion for others. 

Mr. Kamran Khan understood some-
thing fundamental: that America is 
strengthened when every faith is re-
spected and every community is seen. 
At a time when Muslim Americans had 
never seen Eid recognized at the White 
House, he helped change that. Kamran 
Khan, alongside other American-Mus-
lim leaders, helped push forward a sim-
ple but powerful idea: Eid should be 
recognized in the White House just as 
faiths have had their holidays recog-
nized and celebrated. 

On February 20, 1996, First Lady Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton welcomed guests 
to what she called ‘‘the first Eid cele-

bration ever at the White House.’’ In 
those same remarks, she thanked Mr. 
Kamran Khan personally by name, ‘‘for 
all [his] help in creating this occa-
sion.’’ 

This historic achievement is an affir-
mation that Muslim Americans, too, 
belong fully in the civic and spiritual 
life of this Nation. It helped establish a 
tradition of recognition that would 
continue for the years that followed. 

During this Ramadan, Kamran Khan 
deserves our gratitude, our admiration, 
and our praise. His life reminds us that 
history is often shaped not only by 
those in higher offices but by citizens 
of conviction who quietly insist that 
America live up to its ideals. 

I honor Kamran Khan today for his 
vision, his leadership, and his enduring 
contribution to our country. 

f 

TRUMP RENEGED ON CAMPAIGN 
PROMISES 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, we are see-
ing in real time how global instability 
can come home to hit our working fam-
ilies. President Trump’s war of choice 
in Iran is not just a foreign policy 
blunder, but it is also exacerbating the 
Trump slump. 

When conflict disrupts oil supply, it 
drives up energy prices. This is not just 
at the pump. In Las Vegas, we have 
seen the price of gas go up $1 a gallon 
in just one month. These high oil 
prices push inflation higher, slow eco-
nomic growth, and directly feed into 
affordability for families. 

When energy prices spike, it is not 
just at the pump, as I said. It means 
higher prices for food, transportation, 
and basic goods. It also has a real hit 
on tourism, which makes a difference 
in the economy of towns like Las 
Vegas. 

What were Trump’s big promises dur-
ing the campaign? He promised no new 
wars and cheaper prices. Well, in one 
fell swoop, he has reneged on both of 
those. 

f 

COST OF TRUMP’S IRAN WAR 
(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-

icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of 
Ohio was recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the minority leader.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 28, President Donald Trump 
made a unilateral decision to take the 
United States and the American people 
to war against the nation of Iran. Iran 
is a nation of 93 million people with so-
phistication and fundamentalist reli-
gious leaders that imbue Iran’s actions 
intergenerationally. 

Iran holds influence across millions 
of adherents, even across its borders. 
Religious ties, affinities, and memories 
linger across borders in that undemo-
cratic region of the world. 

Without any consultation and in di-
rect violation of congressional war 
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powers in our Constitution that be-
longs to the people of the United 
States, not just the President, our Na-
tion is now at war with a religious 
state. 

Valiant members of our Armed 
Forces have been sent into battle in 
one of the most complex and combus-
tible regions of the world. Never in the 
entire history of our Nation has any 
such consequential decision to take our 
military and the American people to 
war been made solely by any former 
President without a vote of Congress. 
Valiant members of our Armed Forces 
are being killed. 

We, as Members of Congress, must 
offer consolation to their families and 
the communities from which they 
come, and we must pay tribute to their 
bravery and sheer patriotism. However, 
like their families, we remain stunned 
as we, too, were unaware they were 
being deployed into war in territory we 
know to be very dangerous. 

Last week, Senator RAND PAUL of 
Kentucky was quoted as saying he 
would oppose any Iran supplemental. 
He said that he is hearing from farmers 
in his State impacted by rising costs 
on everything, including oil, that stem 
from the war. He thinks Congress 
should focus on domestic issues. 

Well, we can’t do just that, but I do 
agree with Senator RAND PAUL that the 
war places a tourniquet on global en-
ergy supplies, and prices on almost ev-
erything will continue to rise. I can 
comment that as planting season is 
upon us, diesel and fertilizer costs are 
through the roof, and our farmers, pro-
ducers, and growers are really feeling 
it. 

Now, the Trump administration says 
that it seeks Congress to appropriate— 
get ready for this—$200 billion more of 
additional financial support for this 
undeclared war. 

b 1110 

No Member of Congress would aban-
don our troops in harm’s way. I will re-
peat that. No Member of Congress 
would abandon our troops in harm’s 
way, but here are vital questions that 
must be asked by the American people 
and this Congress and answered by the 
administration: What does victory look 
like? What does it look like? Which na-
tions are our allies in this struggle and 
are placing troops on the ground? How 
many troops in each adjoining nation 
are already on the ground? How will 
the Trump administration raise the 
funds to pay for what will likely be a 
half trillion dollars or more not just 
for the war but for the rebuilding of a 
very troubled, difficult region? 

There will be a lingering instability 
that could pose more unrest in that re-
gion. Chaos is a possibility. The Presi-
dent has already in his first and now 
second administrations added over $6 
trillion to America’s debt, and it is ris-
ing. 

Does the President intend to borrow 
the funds necessary and from whom, 
indebting the American people for gen-

erations to come? Trillions of dollars is 
a lot of money. 

To conduct this undeclared war on 
Iran and apparently adjoining coun-
tries, the Trump administration is in-
creasing our debt and borrowing even 
more money from China to spend 
against Iran. China, looking at our 
debt accounts, can ask for payment on 
those bonds at any time. 

I don’t like the prospect of that. At 
the same time, with the billions of de-
fense dollars being spent in the Middle 
East, too many of our global assets are 
being repositioned from the Pacific and 
the European NATO commitment. 

The President relatedly announced 
he is going to lift oil sanctions on Rus-
sia. That means he is empowering Rus-
sia, the fiercest foe of liberty, at the 
same time as he is enriching China. 

Did liberty in our world just turn up-
side down? Have key Trump officials 
forgotten the difference between lib-
erty and tyranny? 

Mr. Speaker, I ask America to pay 
attention. 

Now, let us be serious about the ac-
counting of these ongoing war efforts. 
The first week alone was reported to 
cost $11.3 billion, not a penny of that 
brought before the respective congres-
sional appropriations committees for 
approval. Just in the first week, $11.3 
billion spent. At a pace of $2 billion per 
day, that means we are spending $23,000 
per second. 

At this pace, spending could reach $1 
trillion more by November 2027. I can 
guarantee you our Defense Appropria-
tions Subcommittee has not approved a 
single penny of this spending for the 
war on Iran. 

This is a war of Presidential choice. 
Billions have been spent. As of today, 
we estimate about $40 billion, the 20th 
day of President Trump’s war. 

The President is erasing money from 
other accounts, I guess, in order to put 
it into this undeclared, fateful military 
engagement, erasing it from accounts 
he has to, like health insurance and 
food for children. We are asking where 
has the President emptied the accounts 
to pay for this war? 

Our debt gets worse every day, and 
since he took office 14 months ago, our 
national debt has ballooned to $39 tril-
lion. That is $3 trillion more than just 
over a year ago. That translates into a 
growing tax on generations to come 
and that is wrong. 

The President must present to Con-
gress his plan to pay for his war of 
choice. Otherwise, our ship of state is 
going to be tilting in ways that harm 
the American people. They are already 
seeing it in the price of essentials like 
food, gas, fertilizer for our farmers, 
medical care, diesel, energy prices, 
water prices are going up, and housing 
is unaffordable and rising every day. I 
can guarantee you the American people 
are feeling the raw pinch of this al-
ready. 

I have questions. Who exactly will be 
President Trump’s emissaries to nego-
tiate a lasting peace in the Middle 

East? What background do they have 
in that part of the world? What quali-
fications do they have to offer in the 
way of expertise? It is obvious the ones 
that he assigned, his son-in-law and 
Mr. Witkoff, had no success. They had 
no experience in that part of the world. 
They had no experience in negotiating 
peace. It is obvious the current nego-
tiators were unable to prevent war. 

The only President of whom I am 
aware who made consequential peace in 
the Middle East was President Jimmy 
Carter, a man I served nearly half a 
century ago. 

He worked diligently for months and 
months, and I daresay years, at that 
astounding achievement of a peace 
agreement between Egypt and Israel. I 
urge President Trump’s associates to 
contact the Carter Center and identify 
some of those who are currently living 
and participated in that extraordinary 
achievement and seek their advice. 
This is not a simple engagement, and it 
will have lasting repercussions. 

Recall it was President Trump during 
his first term that pulled the rug out 
from Afghanistan in 2018 when he with-
drew from that deal, and as we watched 
greater instability grow, he actually 
made a deal with the Taliban who are 
our enemies and then our allies in Af-
ghanistan collapsed. He precipitated 
the U.S. withdrawal, not Joe Biden. 

When Joe Biden took office, the dam-
age had already been done. As I view 
the road forward, who will be the diplo-
matic corps that will be necessary to 
follow on this major invasion with ne-
gotiations for a just and lasting peace? 

In the national interest, partisanship 
has to be put aside, and the most intel-
ligent and experienced people in our 
country must be drawn together. To 
find a way forward, levelheaded people 
with foreign policy experience and 
budgetary know-how must be brought 
to the forefront. This heedlessness on 
multiple fronts cannot continue. 

Our people deserve a White House fo-
cused on resolution and here at home, 
affordability for the American people, 
not another endless foreign war with 
no strategy and no way out. What is 
truly troubling to me as I watch this 
engagement is, I don’t see some of the 
richest tyrannies in the Middle East, 
like Saudi Arabia and the UAE, where 
are their troops on the ground? They 
are not there. 

We need a clear path forward for the 
American people, and the President 
needs to come to Congress as we at-
tempt to negotiate the ship of state to-
ward a stable Middle East, engaging 
countries around the world who are 
also suffering from this decision. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

b 1120 

ATTENTION MUST BE PAID 
(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-

icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. GROTHMAN of 
Wisconsin was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader.) 
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