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In Puerto Rico, we feel this more 

deeply than most. We see the ships on 
the horizon, and we know that almost 
everything we need to survive—the 
food for our tables, the clothes for our 
children, and the fuel for our cars— 
comes from abroad. 

When a war starts halfway around 
the world, it doesn’t stay there. It 
makes the cost of running these ships 
higher, and so the cost of war shows up 
at our local gas station. It shows up at 
the supermarket in the price of a 
pound of chicken. It shows up in our 
paycheck where $10 here and $20 there 
are being snatched away to pay for a 
conflict we don’t need. 

Washington should focus more on us, 
not on another endless foreign war. 
Democrats are here fighting for Puerto 
Ricans. We are fighting for the mother 
in Puerto Rico who deserves the same 
help from SNAP to buy groceries as a 
mother in Florida or California. We are 
fighting for the grandfather who 
shouldn’t be turned away at a medical 
appointment by his doctor because 
Medicaid ran out of money. 

We are fighting for every family who 
deserves to know that when they flip 
the switch, they won’t go bankrupt be-
cause of higher electricity and utility 
rates. 

The Republican Party is thinking 
about war rooms and drones. We are 
thinking about living rooms and kitch-
en tables. Americans and Puerto 
Ricans should not have to bear the 
brunt of reckless decisions made thou-
sands of miles away. We have done our 
part. Americans have worked the 
hours, they have kept the faith, and 
they deserve a government that finally 
puts them and their families first. 

b 1830 

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, before I 
close, I want to once again take a mo-
ment to mourn the lives that have al-
ready been lost to this conflict. 

My heart goes out to the families and 
loved ones of the 13 servicemembers 
who have been killed in this war. My 
heart also goes out to the innocent 
lives that have been taken as a result 
of this war, including the over 170 peo-
ple, mostly young girls, who were 
killed in a school. 

As we have seen, Donald Trump does 
not have a strategy to keep innocent 
lives or our servicemembers safe. He 
started a war because he once again re-
fuses to address the issues Americans 
actually care about: releasing the Ep-
stein files, reining in ICE, and address-
ing the affordability crisis he and Re-
publicans started. 

My House Democratic colleagues and 
I know that working Americans are 
not interested in another forever war. 
They want to be able to afford their 
rent, pay for their groceries, see their 
doctor, and fill their tank without fear 
of going into debt. 

I am proud to work with my col-
leagues to drive down the high cost of 
living, fix our broken healthcare sys-
tem, and make sure that immigration 

enforcement in this country is fair, 
just, and humane. House Democrats 
stand with working Americans and will 
always work on solutions to alleviate 
their fears and keep their dreams with-
in reach. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

HONORING CONSTITUENTS OF 
GEORGIA 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia was recognized for 30 minutes.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Michael Proc-
tor, who, sadly, passed away on Feb-
ruary 12 at the age of 58. 

Michael, a Georgia native, attended 
Worth County High School, where he 
first showcased his natural athletic 
ability. He started for the Murray 
State Racers at Murray State Univer-
sity as quarterback, where he was hon-
ored with the nickname ‘‘The Gen-
eral.’’ 

During this time, he earned All-Ohio 
Valley Conference honors and OVC Of-
fensive Player of the Year, and he set 
the Murray State record in career 
yards. He was inducted into the Mur-
ray State University Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2000, with his No. 11 being re-
tired. 

After college, Proctor played briefly 
for the New England Patriots, the 
Cleveland Browns, the World League of 
American Football, and the Canadian 
Football League. He was an accom-
plished football player with incredible 
talent and determination. 

Proctor’s journey from small-town 
Georgia to the football spotlight is 
truly inspirational. May he rest in 
peace, and his legacy live on. 

HONORING SCOTT MORRISON 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, today, I rise to recognize Pastor 
Scott Morrison. He serves as disciple-
ship pastor at the First Baptist Church 
of Vidalia, Georgia. 

Pastor Morrison has a legacy of lead-
ership with over 25 years of experience. 
In 2001, he became the minister of stu-
dents, making discipleship a priority 
for the youth of the church. Several of 
his students entered the ministry and 
later became missionaries themselves. 

Pastor Scott embodies the Scripture 
through his work at First Baptist 
Church, helping others every day. Dur-
ing the COVID–19 pandemic, he started 
a nonprofit effort at Vidalia High 
School called Whisper to address rising 
mental health concerns. His efforts 
have increased student well-being 
across the region, as it has expanded to 
other schools. His dedication to 
bettering the lives of young people in 
his community sets an example for us 
all. 

Pastor Scott is married to Mindy, 
and they have two sons and a daughter. 

I thank Pastor Scott Morrison for his 
community leadership and service to 
others over the past 25 years. He is and 
will be a critical part of the Vidalia 
community for years to come. 

HONORING MAYOR JOHN WILLIAM GRANT, JR. 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the memory of 
former Milledgeville Mayor John Wil-
liam Grant, Jr., who passed away on 
February 14 at the age of 99. 

Mayor Grant was born in 1926, serv-
ing in the U.S. Navy during World War 
II and graduating from college soon 
after. Back in Milledgeville, he suc-
cessfully ran his family jewelry busi-
ness while simultaneously serving 20 
years as a Milledgeville city council-
man and 4 years as mayor. 

He was known for his integrity, 
thoughtful leadership, and deep com-
mitment to the people of Milledgeville 
during his time in office. He led with a 
hands-on approach, focusing on im-
proving infrastructure, encouraging 
community growth, and fostering 
unity among residents. 

Mayor Grant is survived by his chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and countless friends. He will 
be remembered as a kindhearted leader 
who truly cared about the people of 
Milledgeville. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family and the entire community. 

REMEMBERING TONY PETREA 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life of 
Tony Petrea, a proud Savannah native 
who passed away at his home in 
Statesboro surrounded by his loving 
family and friends. 

Tony was a man of discipline, integ-
rity, and strength who built a re-
spected name for himself in his com-
munity through hard work and dedica-
tion. 

He cherished his years coaching base-
ball, sharing his time and wisdom with 
young athletes. He was also an ama-
teur radio enthusiast and loved to trav-
el, exploring destinations from Mexico 
to the Adriatic and Mediterranean 
Seas. 

In addition to his many passions, 
Tony established the J.L. Petrea Con-
struction Scholarship at Ogeechee 
Technical College, allowing two stu-
dents each year to receive financial 
support to pursue their education. 

Tony’s generosity and kind spirit 
were a hallmark of his life. He con-
nected easily with others, gave self-
lessly, and never sought recognition for 
his good deeds. His legacy will live on 
through the lives he touched and the 
opportunities he created for others. 

RECOGNIZING GEORGIA SOUTHERN’S ETHICS 
BOWL TEAM 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize an out-
standing achievement by the Georgia 
Southern University Ethics Bowl team 
from Statesboro, Georgia. 

This talented group of Eagles has 
qualified for the 2026 APPE Intercolle-
giate Ethics Bowl National Competi-
tion in St. Louis, Missouri. 
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After a strong performance at the re-

gional competition in Dahlonega, they 
earned their spot among just 36 top un-
dergraduate teams nationwide. 

In the Ethics Bowl, students engage 
in thoughtful, collaborative discussions 
on real-world moral, political, and so-
cial issues. They prepare cases for 
months, apply ethical theories, present 
reasoned positions, and offer civil com-
mentary on opponents’ views. It is not 
about winning arguments but about 
analyzing complex dilemmas with clar-
ity and respect. 

Team president Cade Huff credits 
Ethics Bowl with sharpening his com-
munication skills and preparing him 
for a potential career in law and gov-
ernment. 

I congratulate the Georgia Southern 
Ethics Bowl team for exemplifying in-
tellectual rigor and ethical leadership. 
May they bring home strong results 
and inspire others to thoughtful en-
gagement. 

REMEMBERING MIRIAM KANTSIPER CENTER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, today, I rise to honor the life of 
Miriam Kantsiper Center, who passed 
away on February 17. 

Mrs. Center was a prominent member 
of the Savannah community for many 
decades. In addition to having a life-
long interest in politics and civic 
issues, she established a successful real 
estate business and an all-female Little 
League team in Savannah. 

Miriam was also the first female 
chairperson of Savannah’s Metropoli-
tan Planning Commission. She played 
an instrumental role in getting her 
husband, Leo, elected to the Savannah 
City Council on multiple occasions. 

At the age of 74, Mrs. Center became 
an author and at 80, a playwright. 

In 2020, she received the Savannah 
Woman of Vision Award from the Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design for 
her invaluable impact on the Savannah 
community. 

I knew Miriam well. She was a very 
special lady. My thoughts and prayers 
go out to her two sons and five grand-
children. 

HONORING JAN JONES’ SERVICE 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor Georgia State 
Representative Jan Jones, whose term 
ending this year will mark the end of 
an impressive and impactful tenure in 
the Georgia legislature. 

Representative Jones was first elect-
ed to the Georgia House in 2002 and be-
came speaker pro tempore in 2010. She 
was reelected to that position every 
term since, making her the longest 
serving speaker pro tempore in the 
country and the most powerful woman 
in the Georgia State House. 

Jan led Senate Bill 233, the Georgia 
Promise Scholarship Act, through the 
statehouse. This established a voucher 
program for students who switched 
from a low-performing public school to 
a private or home school program. De-
spite multiple times of the bill being in 
danger of failing, Representative 
Jones’ strong connection throughout 
the legislature ensured its passage. 

Current House Speaker Jon Burns 
has called her a trailblazer who will 
leave a significant mark in State his-
tory. 

I thank my friend, Representative 
Jones, for her many years of dedicated 
service to the State of Georgia and 
congratulate her on a job well done. It 
was, indeed, an honor to serve with her. 

b 1840 

REMEMBERING JOE RANDALL 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life of Joe 
Randall, a prominent member of the 
Savannah community, who passed 
away on February 14. 

Mr. Randall played an instrumental 
part in shaping southern cuisine 
through his cookbook ‘‘A Taste of Her-
itage: The New African-American Cui-
sine.’’ 

The book’s popularity led to it being 
inducted into the James Beard Founda-
tion Cookbook Hall of Fame. Chef Ran-
dall was affectionately known as the 
‘‘Dean of Southern Cuisine’’ and fea-
tured in the Smithsonian National Mu-
seum of African American History and 
Culture for his contributions to south-
ern cuisine. 

In 1993, Randall founded the African 
American Chefs Hall of Fame as part of 
the Taste of Heritage Foundation. In 
addition, he founded the Chef Joe Ran-
dall’s Cooking School in Savannah 
where he trained aspiring chefs and 
local students. 

Mr. Speaker, Joe is survived by his 
wife, Barbara, along with his children, 
his sisters, and his grandson. 

REMEMBERING RANDALL EUGENE DAVIS, SR. 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor Mr. Randall 
Eugene Davis, Sr., who passed away on 
February 16. 

Randy was a lifelong Savannahian 
and a proud resident of Wilmington Is-
land. 

In 1994, Randy and Sherry, his wife of 
35 years, opened Davis Produce in Sa-
vannah and grew it to the Wilmington 
Island staple that it is today. 

For 31 years, Randy dedicated him-
self to his community, paying their 
generosity forward. Mr. Davis under-
stood that small businesses such as his 
survive through hard work, determina-
tion, and service to the community. 
These are values that he exemplified 
each day. 

Known as the ‘‘home of the killer to-
mato,’’ Davis Produce became a place 
of community gathering and friendship 
for all. 

Randy was an exemplary member of 
the community who found happiness by 
bringing joy to others, both within and 
outside of his business. 

Mr. Speaker, Randy is survived by 
his wife, his father, his siblings, and 
community at large who greatly appre-
ciated his years of service. 

REMEMBERING JOHN S. KERN 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life of 
John S. Kern, who passed away on Jan-
uary 30. 

He studied at the Florida Institute of 
Technology, the University of Dela-
ware, and the University of South Flor-
ida, earning degrees in civil and struc-
tural engineering. 

John built a distinguished career as 
an engineer, opening his own firm in 
1976 and, with it, a reputation for ex-
cellence and quality. 

His impact on Savannah didn’t stop 
at his profession. John was heavily in-
volved in a variety of Savannah-based 
organizations like The Landings Club 
and The Savannah Golf Club. John was 
an avid golfer and aviator, enjoying pi-
loting his own plane all across the 
Southeast. 

Above all, he deeply valued the life 
he shared with his wife, Sherry, and 
the many lasting friendships and 
memories they created together. 

As mayor of the city of Pooler, I had 
the honor of working with John on 
many projects. He was truly an asset to 
our community. 

Mr. Speaker, our thoughts and pray-
ers are with his family and his friends. 

REMEMBERING ALBERT JERNIGAN SWANN, III 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the remark-
able life of Albert Jernigan ‘‘AJ’’ 
Swann III, who passed away on Feb-
ruary 16. 

Born and raised in Macon, Georgia, 
AJ graduated from Lanier High School 
before attending Georgia Tech, where 
he competed in golf and basketball for 
the Yellow Jackets. His love for golf 
turned into a lifelong passion, being a 
longtime member of the Harness Golf 
Club, recording an outstanding eight 
holes-in-one during his golf career. 

AJ was equally known as a long-dis-
tance runner, proudly finishing nine 
marathons and 31 half marathons. Pro-
fessionally, he was involved in con-
struction, real estate development and 
commercial cleaning, operating Beacon 
Property Services. 

Above all, AJ embodied qualities of 
the true southern gentleman: warm, 
genuine, and quick to make everyone 
feel valued and appreciated. 

He often said none of this would have 
been possible without the unwavering 
love of his devoted wife, Ruth. 

Mr. Speaker, we hold his family and 
friends in our thoughts and prayers. 

ANNIE LAURA WILDENRADT TURNS 105 YEARS 
OLD 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize World War 
II veteran Annie Laura Wildenradt, 
who turned 105 years old last month. 

Ms. Wildenradt was born on February 
27, 1921, in Statesboro, Georgia, as the 
oldest of eight children. 

The Georgia native joined the Army 
during World War II, working with the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps. 

Her courageous and exceptional serv-
ice has helped pave the way for future 
generations of women in the military. 

Last year, at 104, she received the 
Award of Valor from Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 10825 for her service and 
lasting impact. 

Ms. Wildenradt’s family affection-
ately calls her ‘‘Aunt Lolly’’ and cele-
brates her birthday each year as a way 
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to honor her life and kindness. Her leg-
acy is unmatched, and we are proud she 
represented our great State of Georgia. 

HONORING REPRESENTATIVE CARL GILLIARD 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor my good 
friend, Georgia State Representative 
Carl Gilliard, who announced he won’t 
be seeking re-election. 

Representative Gilliard has been a 
dedicated public servant, serving Geor-
gia’s 162nd District for the past 10 
years. 

During his time in office, he has been 
a force for community and progress, 
passing more bills than any other 
Democratic lawmaker. 

His accomplishments include passing 
the blind bill to protect blind parents’ 
rights, creating Chatham County Gang 
Prevention Commission as a statewide 
model, and establishing authorities to 
preserve cultural heritage. 

He chaired the Georgia Legislative 
Black Caucus, has renamed countless 
roads and bridges to memorialize local 
heroes, and fought for our communities 
through Feed the Hungry Youth pro-
grams. 

His retirement can be summed up in 
his words: It is time to come home. 

Mr. Speaker, his legacy of service 
from Atlanta to Savannah inspires us 
all and we thank him for his extraor-
dinary contributions to Georgia and 
our communities. 

Congratulations, my friend, on your 
retirement. 

HONORING MICHELE KNIGHT 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Michele 
Knight for being named the new chief 
executive officer of the Bryan County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Ms. Knight is a proven leader whose 
career has been defined by service and 
results. Throughout her career, she has 
brought together boards, elected offi-
cials, investors, and community lead-
ers to advance shared priorities and 
foster long-term sustainable growth. 

Her background in nonprofit manage-
ment, hospitality, marketing, and busi-
ness development makes her exceed-
ingly qualified to lead the chamber 
into the next chapter. 

Through Ms. Knight’s leadership, I 
am confident the chamber will con-
tinue to grow and serve the people and 
businesses of Bryan County. We are 
very proud of her and look forward to 
the great work she will do in this new 
role. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIGHTHOUSE WECC 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize The Light-
house WECC, an aspiring nonprofit 
radio station serving southeast Georgia 
and northeast Florida. 

Rooted in the timeless truth Romans 
10:17 gives us: ‘‘Faith comes by hearing 
and hearing by the Word of God,’’ The 
Lighthouse is dedicated to proclaiming 
the Gospel, offering hope, and being a 
shining beacon in the darkness. 

Far more than a station, it serves as 
a voice of encouragement, equipping 

and uniting the body of Christ in a 
world that desperately needs truth and 
love. 

Its ministry extends beyond the air-
waves through The Rock Ministry Cen-
ter, where Bible studies, youth pro-
grams, and partnership with local min-
istries like Cub Scouts and Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes bring its vision to 
life and fosters lasting impact in our 
communities. 

We are deeply grateful for their 
faithful service in strengthening faith, 
sharing the good news, and ministering 
to others with compassion and convic-
tion. 

Together, we continue to shine His 
light in our communities and across 
the Nation. 

HONORING GEORGIA SENATOR ED HARBISON 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize my good 
friend, District 15 Georgia State Sen-
ator Ed Harbison, who will not be seek-
ing re-election. 

First elected to the Senate in 1993, 
Senator Harbison is the longest-serving 
member of the Georgia Senate and has 
faithfully represented the people of his 
district for more than three decades. 

Throughout his time under the Gold 
Dome, Senator Harbison worked to 
serve and protect the citizens of his 
district and the State of Georgia. Be-
fore his time in the Senate, he was the 
vice president of the Muscogee County 
School Board and a member of the Co-
lumbus Review Commission. 

Over the decades, Senator Harbison 
witnessed and helped achieve many 
milestones in the Georgia general as-
sembly during his distinguished career. 
His public service to the people of 
Georgia will not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Senator 
Harbison for his years of leadership and 
commitment to the great State of 
Georgia. I had the honor and privilege 
of serving with Senator Harbison. He is 
truly a great Georgian. 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE JASON B. THOMPSON 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Fayette 
County State Court Judge Jason B. 
Thompson on his appointment to the 
Supreme Court of Georgia’s Commis-
sion on Dispute Resolution. 

Judge Thompson has served as a 
State court judge in Fayette County 
since 2013. Prior to that, he held mul-
tiple roles as a prosecutor and as a mu-
nicipal and magistrate court judge in 
Georgia. 

b 1850 

Mr. Speaker, he helped create the 
Griffin Judicial Circuit’s DUI/Drug 
Court and Veterans Treatment Court 
programs. These initiatives focused on 
treatment and accountability within 
the legal system. Since its inception, 
this program has graduated over 100 
participants and saved the community 
$1 million in jail costs. 

In his new position, Judge Thompson 
will serve on the commission that sets 
standards for mediation and dispute 
resolution throughout the State. These 

programs allow legal conflicts to be re-
solved outside the courtroom, saving 
time and reducing costs. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Judge 
Thompson on his appointment. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GARRY PATRICK 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Garry Joseph Patrick, the general 
manager of Old Town Trolley Tours in 
Savannah, Georgia, who passed away 
on March 5. 

Garry Patrick was a respected leader 
and a valued member of Savannah’s 
community. He began his career with 
the Old Town Trolley Tours in 2010 as 
the depot sales manager. After a suc-
cessful 3 years, he stepped forward to 
serve as program manager for the 
Ghost and Gravestones Tour. 

Throughout his career, Garry also 
worked in the Groups and Charters de-
partment and served as assistant gen-
eral manager before becoming general 
manager. 

Most importantly, the key to Garry’s 
success was his kindness and his deep 
commitment to the people around him. 
He made a lasting impact on his col-
leagues and on the Savannah commu-
nity he served. He helped shape the ex-
perience of countless visitors who came 
to learn about Savannah’s rich history. 

Mr. Speaker, Garry will be deeply 
missed by all who had the privilege of 
knowing him. 

CONGRATULATING YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE 
MOUNTAIN LIONS 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an incredible 
achievement in Division II basketball 
for the great State of Georgia. In 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, the 
Young Harris College Mountain Lions 
claimed their first-ever Conference 
Carolinas Men’s Basketball Champion-
ship, defeating Chowan University 82– 
79 in a thrilling title game. 

This victory marks a milestone for 
the program, securing the automatic 
bid to the NCAA Division II men’s bas-
ketball championship and capping off a 
remarkable 22–8 season. 

Led by Conference Carolinas Player 
of the Year Carl Cleveland, the Moun-
tain Lions showed resilience and heart. 
Cleveland scored a game high of 34 
points, including 6 three-pointers, ac-
companied by Cameron Bleshoy’s 11 
points, Justin Payne’s 14 points, and 
Christian Drummer’s 10 points. The 
team forced 15 turnovers for crucial 
transition points, fighting against it 
constantly. 

To Coach Jeremy Currier, the play-
ers, staff, and the entire Young Harris 
community, congratulations on mak-
ing school history. Mr. Speaker, I 
honor my alma mater. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PRESTON LAWRENCE 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life of 
Preston Lawrence of Brunswick, Geor-
gia. Mr. Lawrence passed away on Sat-
urday March 7, 2026, in Brantley Coun-
ty. 

He was a fearless and daring out-
doorsman who found his peace while 
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hunting and excitement while four- 
wheeling through the woods. 

Preston was dedicated to the Lord, 
often participating in Bible study with 
his friends. His love of all things out-
doors was only outdone by his commit-
ment to his friends and family. 

A class of 2024 Glynn Academy grad-
uate, Preston was a dedicated em-
ployee of GP Cellulose since 2024. 

Above all, Preston loved people with 
unwavering loyalty. To know him was 
to have a protector, a prankster, and 
true friend in your corner. 

Preston’s memory will be carried on 
by his loving family and friends who 
cheered him on throughout his life. 

HONORING DANIEL W. WRIGHT, JR. 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life and 
legacy of longtime educator and civil 
rights giant, Daniel W. Wright, Jr., 
who passed away at the age of 95. 

Mr. Wright, who was born in 1930, is 
remembered as a man of kind words, a 
thoughtful demeanor, and sincere en-
couragement. 

In 1963, Wright served as the presi-
dent of Chatham County Teachers’ As-
sociation in Savannah. As president, he 
took on the Georgia Teachers and Edu-
cation Association, fighting for equal 
pay for Black teachers and school ad-
ministration. Additionally, he fought 
for pupil-teacher ratio equity, under-
standing that a lower ratio would im-
prove individual attention per student. 

These actions are a testament to Mr. 
Wright’s commitment to ensuring all 
people receive equal rights and free-
doms, especially in the education 
sphere. 

A husband, father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather, Mr. Wright was 
dedicated to his family and constantly 
poured love into their lives. 

On behalf of all Georgians, we thank 
Mr. Wright for his devotion toward the 
fight for civil rights and equal free-
doms. 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL BRANDON A. 
SHAH 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and 
the service of Lieutenant Colonel Bran-
don A. Shah, a decorated Army aviator 
and proud University of Georgia grad-
uate, who was tragically killed in a 
terror attack at Old Dominion Univer-
sity. 

A native Virginian, Shah enlisted in 
the Army in 2003, honorably serving in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan. He earned 
his MBA from UGA’s Terry College of 
Business in 2018, while stationed at 
Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah, 
Georgia, in the First Congressional 
District. 

With over two decades of service, in-
cluding 1,200 flight hours and 600 in 
combat, he led as Professor of Military 
Science at ODU’s Army ROTC, men-
toring future leaders. 

Described as having a passion for im-
pacting lives daily, his bravery lives on 
through the courageous students who 
subdued the attacker. 

Our thoughts are with his family, the 
University of Georgia and Old Domin-

ion University communities, and all 
who knew this devoted patriot. May we 
remember his legacy of service and sac-
rifice. 

God bless his memory, and may he 
rest in peace. 

RECOGNIZING DR. ALEXANDRA ESTRELLA 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Dr. Alex-
andra Estrella, a veteran educator and 
proven school system leader, for being 
named as the sole finalist for Super-
intendent of Gwinnett County Public 
Schools. This is Georgia’s largest dis-
trict and the 11th biggest in the Na-
tion. 

With over 26 years in education, Dr. 
Estrella has served as superintendent 
of Norwalk Public Schools in Con-
necticut since 2020. While there, she 
drove remarkable progress, elevating 
the 4-year graduation rate to 92.6 per-
cent, slashing chronic absenteeism to 
17.9 percent, and achieving academic 
growth in language arts and math that 
surpassed State averages. 

Starting her career as a science 
teacher in New York City, she later 
founded Esperanza Preparatory Acad-
emy, a dual-language school focused on 
college preparation; and she led com-
plex systems with clarity and purpose. 

After a thorough national search in-
formed by thousands of community 
voices, the Gwinnett Board praised her 
intellect, her integrity, her courage, 
and deep commitment to equity and 
excellence. Her data-centered leader-
ship will help ensure every child in 
Gwinnett is seen, supported, and em-
powered to thrive. 

I congratulate Dr. Estrella and wel-
come her expertise. 

HONORING COUNTY COMMISSIONER ROY 
THOMPSON 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Roy Thompson, the former chairman of 
the Bulloch County Board of Commis-
sioners in Georgia. 

Mr. Thompson was a dedicated public 
servant, a businessman, and commu-
nity leader who spent decades working 
to improve the lives of those around 
him. 

A lifelong resident of Bulloch Coun-
ty, Thompson served for 12 years as a 
county commissioner, where he helped 
guide the county through a period of 
huge growth. Through this transition, 
he helped collect thousands of pounds 
of food and raised money to support 
families in need throughout Bulloch 
County. He also worked to ease finan-
cial burdens by helping cover utility 
costs for those facing hardship. 

Mr. Thompson was known for his 
generosity, his strong character, and 
his deep love for his community. 
Whether supporting local families or 
giving back in quiet ways, he served 
others with heart and with purpose. 

Mr. Speaker, his impact on Bulloch 
County is lasting, and he will be deeply 
missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 58 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3032. A letter from the Administrator, 
Fair Trade Practices Program, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Administration’s 
final rule — Economic Adjustment Assist-
ance for Textile Mills--Payment Rate [Doc. 
No.: AMS-FTPP-25-0683] (RIN: 0581-AE48) re-
ceived February 26, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3033. A letter from the Acting Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Community Planning 
and Development, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting the 
Department final rule — Removal of Regula-
tions for the John Heinz Neighborhood De-
velopment Program [Docket No.: FR-6576-F- 
01] (RIN: 2506-AC65) received March 2, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–3034. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Revising the National Drug Code Format and 
Drug Label Barcode Requirements [Docket 
No.: FDA-2021-N-1351] (RIN: 0910-AI52) re-
ceived March 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3035. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Revocation of Regulations Regarding the 
Mutual Recognition of Pharmaceutical Good 
Manufacturing Practice Reports, Medical 
Device Quality System Audit Reports, and 
Certain Medical Device Product Evaluation 
Reports: United States and The European 
Community [Docket No.: FDA-2024-N-4016] 
(RIN: 0910-AI92) received February 25, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3036. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Revocation of Methods of Analysis Regula-
tion [Docket No.: FDA-2020-N-1383] (RIN: 
0910-AI65) received February 25, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3037. A letter from the Chief, Office of 
Engineering and Technology, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule — Unlicensed Use of 
the 6 GHz Band [ET Docket No.: 18-295] Ex-
panding Flexible Use in Mid-Band Spectrum 
Between 3.7 and 24 GHz [GN Docket No.: 17- 
183] received March 2, 2026, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 
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