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RECOGNIZING
MYHOMETOWNBRONXVILLE

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, let me
salute the excellent online news outlet,
MyHometownBronxville, which has
provided a bedrock of local news and
information about the comings and go-
ings of the village of Bronxville since
2007.

Under the leadership of editor and
publisher Sarah Thornton Clifford and
the original leadership of Marcia Lee,
MyHometownBronxville provides the
latest news, sports, events, and infor-
mation about the Bronxville commu-
nity.

The team in charge attends village
meetings and events at the library,
schools, houses of worship, and the
business community to give a firsthand
view of the people and the activities
that drive the cultural and community
life of Bronxville.

Editor Clifford, a graduate of Prince-
ton and Yale with professional media
experience at Time Inc. and Sports Il-
lustrated, is ably abetted by Neely
Bower, Sue DeJoy, Jeannie Murrer,
and others, and we recognize the past
contributions of Allaire Warner in pro-
viding the hometown connection that
is sadly lacking in so many other
places.

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, we acknowledge the out-
standing work of
MyHometownBronxville and its dedi-
cated team.

————

SPENDING HABITS OF DEMOCRATS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I wasn’t
going to say anything during 1-minute
speeches today, but I really get irri-
tated when people stand up on this
floor and tell half-truths to the Amer-
ican people.

One of our colleagues just talked
about the fact that wealthy people pay
small percentages of their income on
taxes, but what he didn’t say is that
they pay over 50 percent of all the
taxes paid in this country and that
working-class people don’t pay nearly
as much as they do.

Mr. Speaker, don’t buy the empty
rhetoric of congressional Democrats.
They ran on affordability in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, but they just
recently slapped on a regressive payroll
tax that will squeeze billions of dollars
out of workers’ paychecks.

Congressional Democrats are on
record voting against tax relief for
tipped workers, Social Security recipi-
ents, working moms, and the working
class, when they voted against the
Working Families Tax Cut Act.

Don’t listen to what they say. Watch
what they do. They are lying in wait to
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vote for higher taxes on working fami-
lies yet again if they have the oppor-
tunity, but what they don’t understand
is that the government doesn’t have a
tax flow problem. We have a spending
problem.

————
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DELIVERING FOR EASTERN NORTH
CAROLINA

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, for those who may not follow
my work closely, they may ask: What
have you done for eastern North Caro-
lina?

The answer is straightforward. Be-
cause of my work in Congress and,
most importantly, my vote on key ap-
propriations bills, I have secured 15
projects, totaling nearly $54 million.

Traveling across the region and
meeting and connecting with local
leaders and community members, I
have seen firsthand that Federal in-
vestments are delivering real results.

In rural communities where re-
sources are already stretched thin, in-
vestments such as a new fire truck in
Williamston, a sewer infrastructure
project in Sharpsburg, and a public
safety project in Ahoskie are making
real differences by addressing long-
standing needs.

I am putting all political divisions
aside to make a difference for our fami-
lies. These are not Democratic or Re-
publican issues. They are eastern
North Carolina issues.

It is always good to be back home. To
be clear, I come to Washington, D.C.,
to fight for eastern North Carolina.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 556, PROTECTING ACCESS
FOR HUNTERS AND ANGLERS
ACT; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 1958, DEPORTING
FRAUDSTERS ACT OF 2026; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4638, BILL TO OUTLAW
WOUNDING OF OFFICIAL WORK-
ING ANIMALS ACT OF 2025; AND
RELATING TO CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 1115 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1115

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 556) to prohibit the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of
Agriculture from prohibiting the use of lead
ammunition or tackle on certain Federal
land or water under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary
of Agriculture, and for other purposes. All
points of order against consideration of the
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bill are waived. The amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Natural Resources now print-
ed in the bill shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto, to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Natural Resources or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 1958) to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to clarify that aliens
who have been convicted of defrauding the
United States Government or the unlawful
receipt of public benefits are inadmissible
and deportable. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. The
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill shall be consid-
ered as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall
be considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto,
to final passage without intervening motion
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary or their respective designees; and (2)
one motion to recommit.

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 4638) to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to provide that an alien
who has been convicted of harming animals
used in law enforcement is inadmissible and
deportable, and for other purposes. All points
of order against consideration of the bill are
waived. The amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on the Judiciary now printed in the bill,
modified by the amendment printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto,
to final passage without intervening motion
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary or their respective designees; and (2)
one motion to recommit.

SEC. 4. Debate on motions that the House
suspend the rules, under clause 1 of rule XV,
relating to the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
139) proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States requiring a
balanced budget for the Federal Government,
shall be extended to one hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may
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have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, last night, the Rules
Committee met and produced a rule,
House Resolution 1115, providing for
the House’s consideration of H.R. 556,
H.R. 1958, and H.R. 4638.

The rule provides for consideration of
H.R. 556, the Protecting Access for
Hunters and Anglers Act, under a
closed rule. The rule provides 1 hour of
general debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, or their designees, and
provides for one motion to recommit.

The rule further provides for consid-
eration of H.R. 1958, the Deporting
Fraudsters Act of 2026, and H.R. 4638,
the Federal Working Animal Protec-
tion Act, both under closed rules. The
rule provides each 1 hour of general de-
bate equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary
or their respective designees and pro-
vides for one motion to recommit for
each bill.

Additionally, when considered under
suspension of the rules, the rule pro-
vides additional debate time to 1 hour
of general debate for H.J. Res. 139, pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States requiring a
balanced budget for the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Speaker, the three measures that
underpin this rule all share a singular,
defining characteristic: They are in
alignment with the priorities and de-
mands of the American people.

What do the American people want,
Mr. Speaker? I will tell you what they
want. They want a restoration of law
and order so that illegal aliens are de-
ported, especially when they are con-
victed of having committed criminal
acts.

Republicans are answering that de-
mand by putting forth H.R. 1958 and
H.R. 4638. These two pieces of legisla-
tion zero in on criminal aliens who
have defrauded the government and
criminal aliens who commit violent
acts against law enforcement working
animals in the line of duty.

Mr. Speaker, when I say that we back
the blue, I am talking about the men
and women of law enforcement and the
trained animals that stand alongside
them in the line of duty.

Those who choose to oppose this leg-
islation, I can guarantee, are members
of the same party that has voted to
keep the Department of Homeland Se-
curity shut down and has voted in the
past to defund the police. You and I
both know, Mr. Speaker, which party it
is that I am referring to here. It is ob-
vious.

Americans want a Federal Govern-
ment that respects consumer choice
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and the exercising of our freedoms, not
a Federal Government that seeks to
regulate every single aspect of our
lives. That is why Republicans are put-
ting forth H.R. 556, which would tear
down regulations that have dictated
how men and women across the Nation
can hunt and fish on select pieces of
land under the control of the Secretary
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, respectively.

These are two essential parts of life
that Americans are incredibly fortu-
nate to engage in and enjoy. I believe
all should respect that, but the Federal
Government, under Democratic con-
trol, has time and again viewed these
activities as nothing more than a tar-
get to overregulate. Is anyone sur-
prised by this? I don’t believe so.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will guarantee
that our colleagues across the aisle
won’t spend their time debating this
slate of bills with us today. I would be
pleasantly surprised if they actually
chose to do that. Instead, they will do
the same thing they always do: stomp
their feet, huff and puff, and yell about
unrelated things until they are blue in
the face. It is like muscle memory for
them at this point.

Meanwhile, Republicans will be fo-
cused on the task at hand, like they al-
ways are. They stand ready to deliver,
and they intend to do so, yet again,
with these three pieces of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, happy
St. Patrick’s Day to everybody. I
thank the gentlewoman from North
Carolina, the distinguished -chair-
woman of the Rules Committee, for
whom I have much admiration and re-
spect, for yielding me the customary 30
minutes.

I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, what on Earth are we
doing here? Yesterday, the President of
the United States spent an hour at
lunch talking about the Kennedy Cen-
ter—you know, the place he slapped his
name on before basically running it
into the ground.

Today, the Congress of the United
States is spending an hour debating
messaging bills that totally ignore the
realities of what is going on in people’s
everyday lives.

Does anyone on the other side of the
aisle realize that the United States of
America is at war right now? Does any-
one in the Republican Conference want
to acknowledge that costs are up, cor-
ruption is running rampant, and every-
day people are getting screwed?

They promised lower costs on day
one. That is what Donald Trump prom-
ised. Guess what. Gas is up, thanks to
the war in Iran. Groceries are up,
thanks to the tariffs. Rent is up.
Childcare is up. Healthcare is up, with
millions of Americans paying double
and triple for their health insurance
and over a million losing it altogether
because of Republican inaction.
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Do Republicans plan to do anything
about any of that? No.

This is what they did instead. They
jammed through a big, ugly bill to help
billionaires. They defend Trump’s tar-
iffs that are raising costs on working
people. They continue to cover up for
the predators in the Epstein files. Now,
they are backing another illegal war in
the Middle East that is costing over a
billion dollars a day in taxpayer
money.

But they are not talking about any of
that. They keep bringing distraction
after distraction to the House floor,
bills meant to waste time, divide peo-
ple, and shift the blame from billion-
aires onto immigrants. That is their
whole playbook.

Don’t look over here at Epstein elites
and billionaire corporations who are
ripping us off, breaking the law, and
getting away with it. No, no, no. Blame
the immigrants. Blame trans Kkids.
Blame Joe Biden. Blame everybody but
the President and his billionaire bud-
dies. It is getting old, and I, for one,
am sick and tired of it.

This President and my friends on the
other side, who are refusing to rein him
in because they are all afraid of him,
are burning a billion dollars a day of
American taxpayer money on a war
halfway around the world. That is $1
billion a day. Let me repeat that: $1
billion a day.

There is no more money to help sen-
iors heat their homes. They say we
don’t have it. There is no money to
help kids get healthy breakfasts in
school. There is no money to restore
SNAP benefits to help seniors and vet-
erans afford groceries. There is no
more money to help working families
breathe easier or sleep better at night.

I am just sick and tired of this, Mr.
Speaker. There is always money for
war. There is always money for an-
other tax break for multimillionaires,
billionaires, and giant corporations.
There is always time to debate silly
bills that try to shift the blame onto
immigrants and trans kids, but there is
never the time or the money to address
the real and pressing issues that the
American people are begging Repub-
licans to help them with.

This is an embarrassing debate. This
is an embarrassing moment for this
Congress. While everybody in this
country is in an uproar over rising
costs, people are begging us to address
that issue, to lower costs, and to help
make their lives easier. While that is
what is on the minds of the American
people, Republicans can’t bring them-
selves to bring legislation to the floor
to address those issues. It really is sad.
It really is sad.

Again, I think that my friends are
going to realize come the midterm
elections that people have had enough
of this. But really people can’t wait
until the next election. People need us
to address these concerns now.

This is an embarrassing debate, I
urge a ‘“‘no’’ vote, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from Massachusetts for his
kind comments. I send them back to
him and wish him a happy St. Pat-
rick’s Day. I appreciate him making
my prediction in my opening remarks
come true.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCDOWELL).

Mr. McDOWELL. Mr. Speaker, from
the massive fraud uncovered in Min-
nesota to schemes across this country,
criminal networks are targeting Amer-
ican programs and treating taxpayers
like an ATM.

These are hard-earned American tax
dollars. These are the earned benefits
of our seniors. These are young fami-
lies’ grocery budgets.

My colleague across the aisle has
said that we don’t have money for
these programs. We don’t have money
for these programs because you let
fraudsters take all of it.

Yet, we are watching criminal aliens
exploit our neighbors and the programs
meant to help our communities, drain-
ing billions from the American people.

Every dollar stolen by a foreign
fraudster is a dollar that is taken from
an American family who actually needs
these programs and their hard-earned
money where it belongs, with them.

The Deporting Fraudsters Act puts
the American taxpayer back in the
driver’s seat. This bill makes non-U.S.
citizens who steal from Federal pro-
grams deportable. It is crazy that that
wasn’t already the case. It makes sure
that far-left prosecutors do not side-
step Federal law by dragging out a case
to avoid a conviction.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is really
just common sense. If you come here to
scam the American people, you will be
held accountable, and you will go
home.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am just going to re-
spond to the gentlewoman because she
wants me to address some of the under-
lying bills. One of them, H.R. 4638, is
the so-called BOWOW Act of 2025. We
are debating something and saying
that it should be illegal when it al-
ready is illegal. It is kind of redundant.

Under the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, a noncitizen who is con-
victed of a crime involving moral tur-
pitude is subject to removal. In 2018,
the Board of Immigration Appeals
found that the crime of animal fighting
is a crime involving moral turpitude
because there is a clear intent to harm
an animal.

Let me read to you how this bill we
are talking about came to be. On June
24, 2025, canine detective and U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection Beagle
Brigadier Freddie and his handler were
inspecting baggage from Cairo, Egypt.
Beagle Brigadier Freddie’s job is to
sniff out prohibited agriculture prod-
ucts at the border that could threaten
vital agricultural industries.
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Beagle Brigadier Freddie alerted to
one of the suitcases being transported
by Hamed Ramadan Bayoumy Aly
Marie, an Egyptian national. As Beagle
Brigadier Freddie continued his inves-
tigation, his handler began questioning
Mr. Marie who abruptly and violently
kicked the canine detective. The kick
was of such force that it launched Bea-
gle Brigadier Freddie, a 25-pound bea-
gle, off the ground. After examination
by a veterinarian, it was determined
that Beagle Brigadier Freddie suffered
contusions on his right ribs following
the attack.

Mr. Marie was taken into custody
and charged with harming animals
used in law enforcement under the law.
He pleaded guilty. He was ordered to
pay Freddie’s vet bill, and he was de-
ported back to Egypt. That is the law.

What the hell are we doing here? I
mean, we are repeating what was al-
ready in the law.

I guess the difference would be if the
bill that the gentlewoman is advo-
cating actually became law, then Mr.
Marie would escape any kind of finan-
cial responsibility of paying Freddie’s
vet bill. I don’t think we want that.
But this was a deportable act, and this
gentleman was deported.

When I say that this is a distraction,
this is what I am talking about. Again,
we are spending a billion dollars a day,
my friends, on this war in Iran, and no-
body knows what the hell is going on.

Gas prices are through the roof. The
cost of everything is going up. We are
here on the floor basically trying to
bring bills that restate current law?
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I would even say that in this case it
weakens current law.

I have got to tell you, Mr. Speaker, I
think things are screwed up around
here when our focus is on the stuff that
we are bringing to the floor today and
not on trying to lower the costs for the
American people.

Life is hard. I don’t know whether
my friends go home and talk to their
constituents or do townhalls or do
town meetings, but if they do, they are
hearing what I am hearing: Life is too
damn expensive.

People want us to address the high
costs, and we are not doing that. We
are not doing that, and Republicans
refuse to bring legislation to the floor
to address that issue. Instead, we do
this.

Mr. Speaker, I am a huge animal
rights advocate, and so I want people
who abuse animals to be deported. I
don’t have any problem with that, but
that is the law. We are bringing this to
the floor, and we are not doing a damn
thing about addressing the high costs
that Americans are facing each and
every day. Something is wrong with
this place.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 12 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I am a huge animal
rights lover too, and I have a dog I say
that owns me.
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My colleague just talked about one
example that worked out well, but we
know lots and lots of examples where
these things don’t work out well, and
that is why we need this legislation. It
is because acts of cruelty toward ani-
mals who are working often fall be-
tween the cracks.

My colleague also just said that no
one will see any benefits from the
Working Families Tax Cut, yet thanks
to this important legislation, Ameri-
cans could receive nearly a $4,000-tax
refund this year. The average take-
home pay boost is $10,900, and the aver-
age tax cut for middle-income Ameri-
cans is 15 percent.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TAYLOR).

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I
thank Chairwoman FoxX for yielding
the time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of this rule which provides consid-
eration of my bill, the Deporting
Fraudsters Act.

A few weeks ago during the State of
the Union Address, Democrats con-
firmed to the American people who
they really are and whom they really
work for. When President Trump asked
Congress to stand and reaffirm the fun-
damental principle that the first duty
of the American Government is to pro-
tect American citizens and not illegal
aliens, every single Democrat remained
seated, every single one.

Now, Madam Speaker, with this bill,
we have the chance to see who will
stand with criminal illegal aliens and
against the American people.

This bill should be common sense:
Any person who defrauds the United
States or steals money from Americans
who need it most should not be able to
walk freely in this country.

This seeks to fix the numerous exam-
ples of criminal aliens stealing Social
Security benefits or cloning SNAP
cards and not facing any immigration
consequences. It is time for that to
change.

This bill in front of us, the Deporting
Fraudsters Act, will make it explicitly
clear, Madam Speaker, that if you are
not a citizen and you are defrauding
law-abiding Americans, then you
should be deported.

Again, it should be common sense. It
is a privilege to live in this country,
and our laws should reflect that.

To the American people: You should
remember this vote. You should re-
member that those who vote against
this bill are voting to support illegal
alien fraudsters over the American peo-
ple.

To the elderly couple who has paid
into Social Security their entire life,
or to the working mother who is just
trying to get by for her children but
needs some assistance, this should be
an eye-opening vote.

That is because this vote provides a
binary choice: Either they support the
American people and their benefits, or
they support illegal alien fraudsters.

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’ to support this
bill.
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Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. Let me read for my colleagues a
statement from the national director
of the National Economic Council, Mr.
Hassett, who works for President
Trump.

This is his quote: ‘‘If the war were to
be extended, it wouldn’t really disrupt
the U.S. economy very much at all. It
would hurt consumers, and we’d have
to think about what we’d have to do
about that, but that’s really the last of
our concerns right now.”

This is from Trump’s top economic
adviser. This is a direct quote from
him.

He says that hurting consumers is
the last of our concerns right now.

This guy should be fired. This is out-
rageous. We all should be worried
about consumers. Those are our con-
stituents. When prices are going up,
people cannot make ends meet. They
can’t afford their rent, they can’t af-
ford their healthcare, and they can’t
afford their groceries.

Madam Speaker, they can’t afford a
damn thing, and this is what Trump’s
top economic adviser says: The con-
sumers are really the last of our con-
cerns right now?

Does anything outrage my Repub-
lican colleagues?

Can anybody in the Trump adminis-
tration say anything that might give
them pause and that might cause them
concern?

This is outrageous. Three out of four
Americans say that groceries are so ex-
pensive that they have been forced to
cut down on other spending.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to include in the RECORD an ar-
ticle from Fortune titled: ‘“Three in
four Americans say groceries are so ex-
pensive they’ve been forced to cut
down on other spending.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MALOY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Massachu-
setts?

There was no objection.

[From Fortune, Dec. 27, 2025]
THREE IN FOUR AMERICANS SAY GROCERIES
ARE SO EXPENSIVE THEY'VE BEEN FORCED
To CUuT DOWN ON OTHER SPENDING

(By Andrew Adam Newman and Retail Brew)

Echoing its data throughout the year,
Toast found that menu prices continued to
climb in November, often exceeding the cur-
rent inflation rate of 2.7 percent.

If you like your (retail) brew steeped, the
increase is steep, too, with the median price
of cold brew in November up 4.5 percent YoY,
to $5.54, while regular coffee was up 3.5 per-
cent, to $3.59, per Toast. Burrito prices were
up 3 percent YoY, to $13.43, while burgers
also rose 3 percent YoY to $14.57.

As for the key ingredient in those burgers,
despite its consistently high prices at super-
markets, beef sizzled among home cooks this
year, according to new data from Tastewise,
which tracks factors including social media
conversations and online recipe engagement.

Tastewise credited the country’s high-pro-
tein craze for beefing up interest. For the
first 11 months of 2025, there was an 11.8 per-
cent YoY increase in mentions of beef on so-
cial media and in recipes, and an 11 percent
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increase in the beef recipes used by home
cooks.

But thanks to high prices and economic
challenges, it’s the cheaper cuts that really
got cooking, with mentions up for chuck
roast (+12.4 percent), ground beef (+9.6 per-
cent), and sirloin (+3.1 percent), and de-
creases for filet mignon (—6.8 percent) and
ribeye (—4.1 percent).

Based on its receipts data, rewards app
Fetch also had some takes on Americans’
spending in 2025, noting sales of products
that promoted protein content on their la-
bels were up over 2024, including protein-
hyping cereal (69.8 percent), granola (45.9
percent), and dry pasta (35.4 percent).

But whatever their preferences, many
shoppers still fretted about how to pay for
their groceries. More than 2 in 3 respondents
(67.6 percent) said that they’re struggling to
pay grocery bills because of inflation and ris-
ing food prices, according to a survey by
Swiftly, which provides digital and media so-
lutions for brick-and-mortar supermarkets.

More than 3 out of 4 (75.2 percent) re-
sponded that they’ve reduced spending in
other areas to afford groceries, and in a fol-
low-up question selected what areas they’ve
cut spending in the most to pay grocery
bills, with entertainment spending the most
likely to be cut, followed by spending on
travel, clothing, and going out to eat or
drink.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to insert in the
RECORD an article from CBS8 titled:
‘“National average gas prices now near-
ly 90 cents higher than one month
ago.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

[From CBS8, Mar. 17, 2026]

NATIONAL AVERAGE GAS PRICES NOW NEARLY
90 CENTS HIGHER THAN ONE MONTH AGO
(By TEGNA Digital)

Gas prices continued to rise again Tues-
day, with the national retail average reach-
ing nearly 90 cents higher than last month.

The national retail average for a gallon of
regular gasoline Tuesday was $3.79, accord-
ing to AAA. That’s up more than 7 cents
from Monday’s average of $3.718 and a nearly
90-cent increase from one month ago, when a
gallon averaged $2.917.

California remained the only state with a
retail average above $56. The per-gallon price
Tuesday for regular gas was $5.542. Wash-
ington, Hawaii, Nevada and Oregon rounded
out the top five states where gas prices were
highest.

The lowest per-gallon price for regular gas-
oline Tuesday was in Kansas at $3.209, ac-
cording to AAA data.

The national retail average for a gallon of
diesel crossed the $5 threshold Tuesday at
$5.044. That’s up from $4.988 per gallon on
Monday and up from $3.651 one month ago.

The highest recorded average price of reg-
ular unleaded gasoline was $5.016 on June 14,
2022, and the highest recorded average price
per gallon of diesel was $5.816 in June 19,
2022, according to AAA.

Why are gas and diesel prices rising?

Gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel are all derived
from crude oil. When the price per barrel of
crude oil fluctuates, it has a direct impact
on consumers. Higher prices for crude oil
typically mean a higher price at the pump.

The conflict in the Middle East has dis-
rupted vital global oil infrastructure and
trade routes. The Strait of Hormuz, where
roughly 20 percent of all oil passes, has been
effectively closed. The strait, located at the
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mouth of the Persian Gulf, cuts between Iran
and Oman.

Crude oil has surpassed $100 per barrel sev-
eral times in recent weeks. The U.S. bench-
mark for crude oil dipped to about $93 on
Monday, which is only the second decline
since the Iran war began.

Gas prices aren’t the only challenge con-
sumers are expected to face with the rising
oil costs, though. Air travel and supply
chains that rely on diesel or jet fuel to trans-
port goods are also expected to drive up
prices.

Actions are underway in the U.S. and glob-
ally to attempt to offset costs.

The U.S. announced plans to release more
than 170 million barrels of oil from its stra-
tegic reserves over the course of four months
as part of the International Energy Agency’s
plan to release a total of 400 million barrels
of oil, which AAA reports is the largest
emergency release in its history.

Demand for gas is higher this time of year,
when the weather begins to warm up and
more travelers hit the road for spring break,
according to AAA.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
hate to tell my Republican friends this,
but here is a news flash: The American
people are struggling. They are des-
perately looking for us to take action
to make their lives easier, to help them
be able to afford groceries, to be able to
afford gas prices, and to be able to af-
ford to support their families.

While we are spending $1 billion a
day on a reckless and illegal war in
Iran and the President with no end in
sight has money for that, my friends
on the other side can’t bring them-
selves to bring legislation to the floor
that will address the high cost of liv-
ing.

Madam Speaker, when you have peo-
ple in the administration saying that
consumers are the last of their con-
cerns, I mean like, I am just like every
time I think this administration can’t
say something that will shock me even
more, they do. This is one of the more
outrageous comments coming from one
of the President’s top advisers.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I will point out to
my colleague that, yes, gas jumped in
the last month, but it is still a lot less
expensive than it was under President
Biden.

Thankfully, under President Trump,
gas prices were cut almost in half. The
number one role of the Federal Govern-
ment, Madam Speaker, as we all know
on our side of the aisle, is defense of
this Nation.

Madam Speaker, the need for legisla-
tion like H.R. 1958 is not hypothetical.
Fraud is a serious crime, and it is es-
sential we ensure foreign national
fraudsters cannot continue to exploit
the American taxpayers.

While my colleagues will argue that
there is no fraud currently, here are
just a few recent examples: ‘A 3-year-
old girl’s Social Security number had
been used for ‘two credit cards and two
auto loans, with an outstanding bal-
ance of more than $25,000.”

The second example is: ‘“‘Fraud by il-
legal immigrants destroying children’s
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lives.”” These are quotes, Madam
Speaker. Including the life of: ‘A 9-
year-old boy who was denied Medicaid
because wages were reported on his So-
cial Security number. A 13-year-old
girl who was denied as a dependent on
her family’s tax return because she
supposedly made too much money.”

These are because illegal aliens are
stealing Social Security numbers and
using them.
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In 2019, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the Southern District of Mississippi an-
nounced the prosecution of 119 illegal
aliens for crimes, including ‘‘misusing
Social Security numbers of American
citizens.”

I have the sources for all of these,
Madam Speaker.

In June 2020, the Justice Department
announced that an illegal alien from
Guatemala was sentenced to 3 months’
imprisonment for ‘‘[using] another per-
son’s Social Security number to get a
job and for tax purposes.”

In October 2023, an illegal alien who
was arrested by the U.S. Border Patrol
near Hidalgo, Texas, in September 2022
and then released by the Biden admin-
istration, pleaded guilty to illegal use
of a Social Security number.

In November 2025, The New York
Times highlighted the case of Daniel
Kluver, a Minnesota man whose iden-
tity was stolen by a Guatemalan illegal
alien with a criminal history and mul-
tiple deportations. Because of the iden-
tity theft, Kluver lost thousands of dol-
lars through garnished wages and in-
creased taxes. He spent years unsuc-
cessfully trying to untangle the mys-
tery of his stolen identity.

The stories go on and on, Madam
Speaker, so there is a real reason for
this legislation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I just want to say the gentlewoman is
doing exactly what I predicted she
would do: blaming immigrants so that
people who are watching this debate
don’t focus in on the fact that prices
are going through the roof and every-
thing is more expensive than ever.

She said that Trump is doing better
than Biden in terms of gas prices. Well,
when Biden left office, the average gal-
lon of gas was $3.11. It is now close to
$3.80. It is creeping up to nearly $4. I
mean, that is just the reality. People
can google that. Don’t take my word
for it. You can google it.

The other fact is that, if I remember
correctly, Donald Trump said that
when he became President, he and Re-
publicans would lower costs on day one
and everything would go down. What a
crock. Everything has gone up. Every-
thing has skyrocketed. Gas, rent, the
price of food—everything has gone way
up.

I am going to read this again because
I can’t get this out of my head that
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somebody in this administration would
say this out loud. Again, this is what
the chair of the Council of Economic
Advisers, Kevin Hassett, said: If the
war ‘‘were to be extended, it wouldn’t
really disrupt the U.S. economy very
much at all. It would hurt consumers,
and we would have to think about . . .
what we would have to do about that,
but that is really the last of our con-
cerns right now. . . .”

This is one of the President’s top eco-
nomic advisers telling the American
consumer: The hell with you. You don’t
matter. You are at the bottom of our
list.

That tells you everything you need
to know.

I heard the gentlewoman’s 1-minute
speech before we got into this debate,
when she kind of defended the tax cuts
for the rich and basically said that we
have a spending problem in this coun-
try.

Okay, we have a spending problem.
We are spending a billion dollars a day
on a reckless, illegal war in Iran, and
nobody on the other side seems to give
a damn about that. We don’t have
money to help make sure that we can
lower energy costs for senior citizens.
We don’t have money to make sure our
kids get nutritious breakfasts and
lunches in schools. We don’t have
money for anything, for childcare,
eldercare, our veterans, or our
healthcare in general.

We are told we don’t have the money,
but no debate and no concern about a
billion dollars a day on Iran? Come on.
I mean, enough is enough.

The focus of Congress, the focus of
government, should be about helping
people, not screwing them over, not
hurting them. The focus of our govern-
ment should not be about enriching the
rich, protecting the Epstein class, the
people who are well-off and well-con-
nected and who have tons of money.

The focus ought to be on how to lift
up working families in this country.
That is what Democrats have been
fighting for. That is what we stand for.
There is a difference here.

Again, going back to Kevin Hassett,
his comment today. He says the quiet
part out loud. The consumers, accord-
ing to him, are the last of our concerns
right now.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

First, let me say, we know what the
role of the Federal Government is. It is
outlined in the Constitution of the
United States. Many of the things that
my colleague wants us to be involved
in—and we have been involved in—are
the things that have caused us to have
a $38 trillion debt at the Federal level,
and so doing everything that we can to
reduce fraud is really very important.

Let me say, if we have people who are
here legally, as Americans have done
for Americans, we will do for them. But
those who come here illegally—and the
term is illegal alien—then we do not
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have any truck with them. We want
them to obey the law, just like we
want everybody else to obey the law.

If they commit fraud, then we want
them gone, out of this country. They
shouldn’t be here to begin with because
they come in illegally.

If we want to address the high cost of
living in this country, we must con-
front fraud. We must confront fraud.
Democrats should be joining us, not op-
posing the commonsense effort.

Let’s talk about the rhetoric from
our colleagues on our record of fiscal
soundness this Congress and the Demo-
crats’ record of spending addiction. We
just finished the FY26 appropriations
package—of course, minus the funding
for Homeland Security. We saved near-
ly $14 billion compared to last year’s
appropriated levels. Let’s not forget
that comes on the heels of cutting $9
billion of waste and fraud through a re-
scissions package just months earlier,
and that came on the heels of cutting
$1.4 trillion of waste, fraud, and abuse
through Republicans’ reconciliation ef-
fort.

Democrats are lying in wait to vote
for higher taxes on working families
yet again if they have the opportunity.
What they don’t understand is that the
government doesn’t have a tax flow
problem. We have a fundamental
spending problem in Washington.
Again, that spending is not on what the
Federal Government should be spend-
ing it on, which is the defense of this
Nation, but is on spending on things
that are not outlined in the Constitu-
tion for us to be doing.

When Democrats had full control of
the levers of power and passed their
reconciliation packages, they expanded
the Federal Government with an un-
precedented $11 trillion in spending.
Yes, Madam Speaker, I said $11 trillion
in additional spending, $6 trillion of
which has been added to the national
debt.

There is simply no comparison be-
tween what Republicans have accom-
plished this Congress and the Demo-
crats’ spending addiction. We have low-
ered the deficit. We have cut trillions
in waste. We have secured tax relief for
working families. Democrats opposed
us on every front.

Guess what. Our deficit is finally
being addressed. The Federal Govern-
ment’s cumulative deficit for fiscal
year 2026 at the end of November was 19
percent lower than the year prior
under Biden.

Be it by reconciliation, rescission, or
through the regular-order annual ap-
propriations process, this Congress is
cutting spending, driving down infla-
tion, and returning money to tax-
payers.

Madam Speaker, that is really the
fundamental difference between Demo-
crats and Republicans. We believe that
the public should hold on to as much of
its money as possible, not turn that
money over to bureaucrats to spend.

Don’t buy the empty rhetoric of con-
gressional Democrats. They ran on af-
fordability in the Commonwealth of
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Virginia, but just recently, they
slapped on a regressive payroll tax that
will squeeze billions out of workers’
paychecks.
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Congressional Democrats are on
record voting against tax relief for
tipped workers, Social Security recipi-
ents, working moms, and the working
class when they voted against the
Working Families Tax Cut Act.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I am almost at a
loss for words. I don’t even know how
to respond to that. That gets like five
Pinocchios. I don’t know what the gen-
tlewoman is talking about. She talked
about the debt and reducing the debt.
My friend, who I respect and enjoy
working with, voted for a reconcili-
ation bill that added nearly $5 trillion
to the debt.

Let me say that one more time: It
added nearly $5 trillion to the debt.
Most of that additional cost to the debt
were in the form of tax cuts for multi-
millionaires and billionaires.

She talks about the Republicans try-
ing to cut fraud, waste, and abuse.
They cut programs like SNAP, the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, to help senior citizens and
veterans and low-income families be
able to put food on the table, a benefit,
by the way, that is on average about $2
per person per meal. That is what
SNAP is.

They cut money for child nutrition
programs. They cut money for school
nutrition programs. They cut money
for environmental protection, for infra-
structure. I go right down the list, eco-
nomic development for our farmers, ev-
erything.

They had Elon Musk come in with
DOGE, and they claim they saved all
this money. Guess what. All of the cuts
that they made, by the way, I think we
are going to pay for down the road be-
cause they are going to add costs in a
whole bunch of other ways. All of that
so-called savings has just been elimi-
nated by what has been spent on the
war in Iran, a billion dollars a day. We
are at $22, $23 billion already on that
war.

We are not anywhere near done. They
tell you that we can’t deal with the
fact that we have so many senior citi-
zens in this country who can’t afford to
put food on the table. We can’t do any-
thing about that. Then they say noth-
ing about the billion dollars a day on
an illegal and reckless war in Iran.

For the record, I will include the CBO
score, that is the Congressional Budget
Office, on their reconciliation bill in
the RECORD because I want the RECORD
to reflect that what I am saying here is
backed up by facts. This is a non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office.
Both Democrats and Republicans rely
on the CBO for scores on how much
things are going to cost.
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This is crazy that we are having this
debate, all the while the cost of living
for every person in this country, who is
not a multimillionaire or billionaire
who is not part of the Epstein class, is
going through the roof.

By the way, when you talk about
taxes on people, what my friend didn’t
mention was the tariffs. That is a tax
on every American. That is a tax on
every American. We are now told that
these tariffs are costing the average
citizen of this country an additional
$1,700 per person per year. I don’t know
who is asking for this stuff, but it is
certainly not the people that I talk to.

Madam Speaker, I am going to urge
that we defeat the previous question. If
we do, I will offer an amendment to the
rule to bring up H.R. 7481, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Appropria-
tions Act 2026, sponsored by Ranking
Member ROSA DELAURO of Connecticut,
a bill which only funds law-abiding
agencies under the Department of
Homeland Security and not the unlaw-
ful actions of ICE and CBP.

Madam Speaker, House Republicans
are trying to use President Trump’s il-
legal war in Iran as pretext to force
Congress to fund ICE and CBP without
any reforms, even though these agen-
cies are harassing, detaining, beating,
and killing American citizens. This is a
cheap trick to score political points,
and we are not buying it. I don’t think
anybody in the country is buying it.

You can’t make this up. The Presi-
dent’s own National Director of the Na-
tional Counterterrorism Center, who
Trump himself appointed and basically
every single Republican in the Senate
voted to confirm this guy, resigned this
morning stating that he cannot in good
conscience support the ongoing war in
Iran and that ‘‘Iran posed no imminent
threat to our Nation.”

Also, Republicans already funded ICE
and CBP in their big, ugly bill so why
are they holding up funding for TSA,
the Coast Guard, and FEMA? Repub-
licans should allow a vote to fund the
law-abiding components of DHS while
negotiations on critical reforms to ICE
and CBP continue.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to insert the text of my
amendment into the RECORD, along
with any extraneous material imme-
diately prior to the vote on the pre-
vious question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, to
discuss our proposal, I yield 2% min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), the ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee and the sponsor of this bill.

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I
thank the ranking member for yield-
ing.

Madam Speaker, last Friday, workers
across the Department of Homeland
Security missed a full paycheck. Re-
ports have shown that a number of
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TSA agents have had to find new jobs
or to take up additional work to make
ends meet while their pay is frozen.

This is wrong. No Democrat wants
this, but my Republican colleagues
want it. Republicans insist on condi-
tioning funding for TSA workers on
more money for ICE. ICE is a lawless
and reckless agency, which is terror-
izing our community, masked and
armed and marauding and roving
through our communities nationwide.

The Republicans will only agree to
pay TSA officers, FEMA employees,
cybersecurity experts, and Coast Guard
servicemembers if we also provide an-
other $28 billion for ICE and CBP on
top of the $140 billion that they already
have from the big, beautiful bill.

If we defeat the previous question, I
will move to bring up my bill, which
will fully fund TSA workers. It will
fully fund FEMA, including the Dis-
aster Relief Fund. It will fully fund the
Coast Guard, the Secret Service, and
our cybersecurity efforts. In short, it
will fund everything except ICE and
CBP. I am tired of the crocodile tears
on the other side of the aisle talking
about TSA workers and cybersecurity
and the Coast Guard.

They have a chance to fund these ef-
forts so that people can get paid. They
refuse to do it. The Republican leader-
ship blocks this bill. Their approach is
all or nothing. It is not enough for
them if we fund the vast majority of
Homeland Security, if we pay workers
who follow the law, people who keep us
safe, who do not harass us, do not de-
tain us, do not beat us up, do not abuse
our constituents at whim, or Kkill
American citizens.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from Connecticut.

Ms. DELAURO. No, they will not sup-
port any measure unless it gives ICE
and CBP more money without any of
the protections our communities need
and the American people demand. If
Republicans allow my measure to come
to a vote, we could end the impasse
today. Hardworking Americans will get
paid. Have the courage to stand up and
do it. I encourage them to do so.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, this is not a serious
proposal.

Madam Speaker, it is really rich.
Now, it is the fault of Republicans that
the Department of Homeland Security
is not funded. It is just too rich.

Crime is down in this country be-
cause we have shut down our border
and denied people coming in illegally.
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Madam Speaker, we need to fund all
of Homeland Security so that we can
keep the border closed. Obviously, our
colleagues want to open the border
again just like President Biden did.
There were people waiting at the bor-
der when President Biden was elected
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with shirts on that said: Thank you,
Biden. We can’t do that. We need to
fund all of Homeland Security at the
same time.

By the way, Madam Speaker, it was
the Bipartisan Policy Center that said
that the 19 percent reduction in deficit
had occurred.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, nobody disagrees
that we should have a secure border.
That is not the debate.

Where there is disagreement and,
quite frankly, where there is outrage is
when we have a Federal agency that
goes into our communities and kills
American citizens. This is not at the
border but in our heartland. That is
where we believe there is a line that
has been crossed. We are outraged over
that.

I am sorry that my friends on the
other side are not. They control the
House. They control the Senate. They
control the White House. They are in
charge. If they want our votes, we are
not going to vote to continue to fund
agencies and departments within agen-
cies that are rogue, where there is no
accountability and where there is no
transparency. We are not going to do
that.

We support TSA, the Coast Guard,
and FEMA. We will vote to support
them, but don’t ask us to fund agencies
that do harm to our constituents.

By the way, is there any end to what
my Republican colleagues want for
CBP and for ICE? They have got money
in the big, ugly bill for them, billions
and billions of dollars for them. I don’t
understand what the deal is.

In any event, for whatever reason,
they have a problem with TSA. They
have a problem with FEMA. They have
a problem with the Coast Guard. I
don’t understand why. We don’t. We
support them.

Madam Speaker, the pattern here is
obvious. It is broken promises, higher
costs, more war, more hate, alternative
facts, and unbelievable corruption.
That is what is happening in this coun-
try right now because of Republican
leadership.

Republicans said they would fight for
ordinary people. Instead, they helped
billionaires. They said they would keep
us out of war. Instead, they dragged us
into another one. Madam Speaker, 13
American troops are dead. Over 140 are
wounded. Our Nation is, once again,
sending $1 billion a day over to the
Middle East on another reckless, ille-
gal war of choice.

They said they would tell the truth.
Instead, they protect the Epstein elites
and peddle distraction after distraction
after distraction, hoping it will all go
away.

At the center of it all is a President
so hollow, so unwell, and so morally
lost that he is fundraising off of dead
American troops. I can’t believe I am
saying that sentence out loud.
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The President of the United States
went to a dignified transfer of remains
ceremony. He refused to take off his
ball cap. Then he took a photo of him-
self standing behind an American serv-
icemember in a casket coming home
from war in the Middle East. He
slapped it on a fundraising email, ask-
ing people to donate money to his cam-
paign. Let me say that again.

The President used a dead American
servicemember as a photo op for his
campaign fundraising. When he was
asked about it yesterday, he said he
saw nothing wrong with that.

Can anyone imagine if Bill Clinton,
Barack Obama, or Joe Biden had done
that? My Republican colleagues’ heads
would explode. That is what happened
after Joe Biden checked his watch dur-
ing one of these ceremonies. Yet, there
was not a word after this disrespectful
President dishonored our troops in the
most outrageous way by using them as
a prop for his own personal benefit.

I challenge any Republican, any sin-
gle one, to come down here and defend
this. Come down here and explain to
their constituents why the leader of
their party is fundraising off of dead
American servicemembers.

I think it is one of the most dis-
respectful, inappropriate, awful things
I have ever, ever seen in all my time in
Congress. I doubt a single Republican
will have the guts to say it was wrong.

The American people deserve a hell
of a lot better than this chaos and cru-
elty. They deserve better than this
President. They deserve better than
this Republican majority. They deserve
elected officials who care about them
and who want to fight to lower the cost
of living, who want to make their lives
better and easier and more manage-
able. That is not what is happening
here.

With all that is going on—$1 billion a
day on a reckless illegal war in Iran,
gas prices creeping up to nearly $4 a
gallon, and the price of groceries going
up because of these stupid tariffs that
my friends don’t want to deal with—I
can go on and on and on about how the
Republican policies are making life
more miserable for average Americans.
With all that is going on, they can’t be
bothered to come down here.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘“‘no’” vote on
this rule, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOLDMAN of Texas). Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues across
the aisle said that they want to keep
the border closed. If they are serious
about keeping the border closed and
safe, then how are they going to do it
without funding border patrol and they
don’t want to fund border patrol?

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues across
the aisle have spent their time during
this debate drawing caricatures, weav-
ing a tapestry of tangential state-
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ments, and engaging in theatrics. This
is unserious behavior, Mr. Speaker.

Might I remind them we are here de-
bating substantive legislation that
aligns with the priorities of the Amer-
ican people. Our colleagues across the
aisle are welcome to join us in sup-
porting them, standing for law and
order, and returning freedom and
choice back to the custody of the
American people where they belong.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’” on the previous question
and ‘‘yes’ on the rule.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 1115 OFFERED BY
MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 5. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution, the House shall proceed to the
congsideration in the House of the bill (H.R.
7481) making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The bill shall
be considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill are waived. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and on any further amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their respective
designees; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 6. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX and Clause 8
of rule XX shall not apply to the consider-
ation of H.R. 7481.

SEC. 7. The Clerk shall transmit to the
Senate a message that the House has passed
H.R. 7481 no later than three calendar days
after passage.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

on

———

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.
Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCDOWELL) at 3 p.m.
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