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Churchill traveled to Fulton to deliver 
an address that foreshadowed the next 
stage of America’s global conflict 
against evil. In his now-famous speech, 
‘‘Sinews of Peace,’’ Churchill warned 
that an Iron Curtain had descended 
across Europe and urged a new Western 
alliance against the aggression of the 
totalitarian Soviet Union. 

For five decades, the museum in Ful-
ton has conserved the speech’s history 
and allowed the public to experience 
that pivotal moment. It is also home to 
a remarkable structure, the Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury, a 
12th century church which was trans-
ported from London to Fulton in the 
1960s to commemorate Churchill’s 
speech. Today, the entire site serves as 
a civic center of engagement and edu-
cational programming that brings to 
life the story of Winston Churchill. 

H.R. 1945 builds on that historic leg-
acy. Representative ONDER’s bill would 
designate America’s National Churchill 
Museum as a national historic land-
mark. In doing so, the museum would 
be able to enter into cooperative agree-
ments with the National Park Service 
to protect historic resources and sup-
port public programming. This is a 
simple bill that strengthens steward-
ship of a unique historical site without 
adding to the Federal estate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1945, the America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum National His-
toric Landmark Act, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1945 will designate 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
as a national historic landmark. It 
would also direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a special resource 
study to determine whether the mu-
seum is eligible for inclusion in the Na-
tional Park System. 

This museum is located on the cam-
pus of Westminster College in Fulton, 
Missouri, where former Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill delivered his famous 
‘‘Iron Curtain’’ speech at the outbreak 
of the Cold War. It contains exhibits 
about Churchill, his life, and his im-
pact, all of which play a role in our 
story here and in London. 

The museum exhibits include a con-
tinuous section of the Berlin Wall, the 
gymnasium where Churchill delivered 
the ‘‘Iron Curtain’’ speech, and the 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, a his-
toric building which survived the air 
raids in London during World War II 
and was moved to Fulton in the 1960s. 

These are wonderful exhibits and a 
truly significant historical location 
that is worthy of national recognition. 
I am proud to support the designation 
of this museum as a historic landmark. 

However, I also want to mention my 
deep concern about how this adminis-
tration is working to rewrite and 
whitewash history throughout the Na-
tional Park System. We must provide 
the Park Service with the resources 

and autonomy it needs to preserve, 
protect, and share our Nation’s stories, 
warts and all. 
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Winston Churchill himself once fa-
mously told the House of Commons, 
‘‘Those that fail to learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it.’’ 

We cannot learn from history if we 
erase history. We cannot see how far 
we have come if we erase the things 
that don’t fit into the current idea of 
the way things should be. We can’t sit 
idly by as this administration selec-
tively edits our country’s past. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the National Park Service in 
this bill and beyond, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. ONDER), the lead sponsor 
of this bill, a gentleman who cannot 
only pronounce the Aldermanbury 
Church correctly but has been to the 
Aldermanbury Church. 

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in favor of H.R. 1945, 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
National Historic Landmark Act. 

This legislation will formally recog-
nize America’s National Churchill Mu-
seum in Fulton, Missouri, as a national 
historic landmark, a designation long 
overdue and deeply deserved. 

Nearly 80 years ago this week, in 
1946, Westminster College hosted one of 
the most consequential speeches of the 
20th century: Winston Churchill’s ‘‘Sin-
ews of Peace,’’ better known as the 
Iron Curtain speech. With President 
Harry Truman at his side, Churchill 
warned the world of the division de-
scending over Europe. Many historians 
marked that moment as the beginning 
of the Cold War. It was also a call to 
defend democracy, restore alliances, 
and uphold freedom. 

To honor Churchill’s words and leg-
acy, Westminster College embarked on 
an extraordinary project. Rather than 
erecting a statue or plaque, the college 
acquired, transported, and recon-
structed a Christopher Wren-designed 
church from London, a building more 
than 900 years old. St. Mary the Virgin, 
Aldermanbury, survived the great fire 
of London in 1666, was rebuilt by Wren, 
and was nearly destroyed again during 
the blitz of World War II. Its walls 
stood in ruin for two decades before 
being shipped stone by stone across the 
Atlantic and rebuilt in Fulton as a me-
morial to Churchill’s leadership. 

This building is more than an archi-
tectural marvel. It is a symbol of resil-
ience, partnership, and the enduring 
fight for freedom. Built by the British, 
bombed by the Germans, and rebuilt by 
the American Midwest, it stands as a 
powerful testament to our shared his-
tory and values. 

Over the decades, the site has contin-
ued to shape history. Presidents 
Reagan and Gorbachev, Prime Minister 
Thatcher, and other leaders have stood 
at Westminster College to address the 

world on peace, security, and democ-
racy using the same lectern Churchill 
used in 1946. The museum also houses 
Churchill’s own annotated draft of his 
Iron Curtain speech, rare artifacts, and 
a sculpture crafted from sections of the 
Berlin Wall. 

In 1972, the museum was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places 
and was formally renamed by Congress 
in 2009 as ‘‘America’s National Church-
ill Museum.’’ H.R. 1945 will elevate 
that recognition to the level of na-
tional historic landmark. This is more 
than a title. It is a commitment to pre-
serve the site, support education, and 
honor the unique role this institution 
plays in telling our Nation’s history. 

At a time when we continue to grap-
ple with challenges to freedom and de-
mocracy around the world, there is no 
better moment to reinforce the lessons 
of Churchill’s call to vigilance and co-
operation. I thank Chairman 
WESTERMAN and the Natural Resources 
Committee for their support. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this bill and ensure that 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
receives the recognition it clearly mer-
its as a national historic landmark. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

H.R. 1945 does ensure that America’s 
National Churchill Museum receives 
recognition equal to its educational 
impact and importance to 20th century 
history. 

Designating the site as a national 
historic landmark will bring further 
prominence to the special place and 
allow future generations of Americans 
to learn about the moment that 
marked the start of the Cold War and 
the legacy of Sir Winston Churchill. I 
commend Representative ONDER for his 
leadership on this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this very important bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1945. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE 
AND WAMPANOAG TRIBE OF GAY 
HEAD (AQUINNAH) LEASING AU-
THORITY 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 681) to amend the Act of Au-
gust 9, 1955 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), to author-
ize leases of up to 99 years for land held 
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in trust for the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head (Aquinnah), and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 681 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE AND 

WAMPANOAG TRIBE OF GAY HEAD 
(AQUINNAH) LEASING AUTHORITY. 

Subsection (a) of the first section of the 
Act of August 9, 1955 (69 Stat. 539, chapter 
615; 25 U.S.C. 415(a)) (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), is amended, 
in the second sentence, by inserting ‘‘, the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Reservation, 
land held in trust for the Wampanoag Tribe 
of Gay Head (Aquinnah)’’ after ‘‘Confed-
erated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material to H.R. 681, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 681, introduced by 
Representative KEATING, would author-
ize the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head, both of 
Massachusetts, to lease lands held in 
trust for up to 99 years, subject to ap-
proval by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Congress has long recognized that 
Tribes need the ability to lease their 
lands to support housing, commercial 
activity, and community development. 
While the Indian Long-Term Leasing 
Act allows leasing of trust lands, 
longer lease terms have often required 
Tribe-specific legislation. Over time, 
Congress has granted 99-year leasing 
authority to a number of Tribes to ac-
commodate long-term planning and in-
vestment. 

H.R. 681 simply extends that same 
authority to these two Tribes in Mas-
sachusetts. The bill ensures these 
Tribes are treated consistently with 
others that have already received 99- 
year leasing authority. 

By providing parity and leasing au-
thority, H.R. 681 supports local eco-
nomic planning and development and 
promotes fairness and opportunity for 
these Tribal communities while main-
taining Federal oversight through sec-
retarial approval. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of Mr. KEATING’s bill to amend the 
Long-Term Leasing Act for the Mash-
pee Wampanoag Tribe and the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
(Aquinnah). 

Under the Long-Term Leasing Act, 
Tribes are generally limited to lease 
terms of 25 years with an option to 
renew for an additional 25 years. 

This restriction, as we mentioned 
earlier, often has hindered economic 
development in Indian Country where 
growth is essential to providing serv-
ices and opportunities for Tribal citi-
zens. 

To address this barrier, Congress has 
repeatedly passed bipartisan, non-
controversial bills allowing individual 
Tribes to secure long-term leases, just 
as H.R. 681 seeks to do. 

Representative KEATING’s bill would 
authorize the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head (Aquinnah) to enter into lease 
agreements for up to 99 years, pro-
viding parity with other Tribes that al-
ready have that authority. 

Extending lease terms from 25 to 99 
years will provide certainty that lend-
ers, investors, and development part-
ners need to make meaningful, long- 
term investments with the Tribes, 
helping promote economic stability 
and address the Tribes’ ongoing hous-
ing challenges. 

This bill respects Tribal sovereignty 
and advances self-determination. It re-
moves barriers to the Tribes’ housing 
and economic development efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
681, again, provides equal leasing au-
thority to the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head, aligning them with the other 
Tribes that have already received 99- 
year leasing authority from Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 681, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 681, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Act of 
August 9, 1955 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), to author-
ize leases of up to 99 years for land in 
the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Res-
ervation and land held in trust for the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
(Aquinnah), and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

CAPTAIN ACCURSIO ‘‘GUS’’ 
SANFILIPPO YOUNG FISHER-
MEN’S DEVELOPMENT ACT 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3692) to reauthorize the 
Young Fishermen’s Development Act, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3692 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Captain 
Accursio ‘‘Gus’’ Sanfilippo Young Fisher-
men’s Development Act’’. 
SEC. 2. YOUNG FISHERMEN’S DEVELOPMENT ACT 

REAUTHORIZATION. 
Section 5(a) of the Young Fishermen’s De-

velopment Act (33 U.S.C. 1144(a)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2026’’ and inserting ‘‘2031’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3692, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3692, the Captain Accursio ‘‘Gus’’ 
Sanfilippo Young Fishermen’s Develop-
ment Act, sponsored by Representative 
MOULTON from Massachusetts. 

This bill is named after the captain 
of the Lily Jean, who tragically lost his 
life, along with six others, when the 
fishing vessel sank off the coast of 
Massachusetts in January. 

Our thoughts are with his family and 
the families of those who lost their 
lives in this terrible accident. 

The Young Fishermen’s national 
competitive grant program supports 
the training and education of the Na-
tion’s next generation of commercial 
fishermen. This legislation would reau-
thorize the program through fiscal 
year 2031, supporting the education of 
America’s future fishermen and a com-
petitive and sustainable American sea-
food economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 3692, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MOULTON). 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Representative of Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, America’s oldest seaport, I 
am proud to lead this critical bill to re-
authorize the Young Fishermen’s De-
velopment Grant Program for another 
5 years. 
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