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tour, I recently visited Growing Places 
in Gardner, Massachusetts, with my 
friend Representative LORI TRAHAN. 

Under the incredible leadership of 
Ayn Yeagle, Growing Places is building 
a regional food system in north central 
Massachusetts. By utilizing its new 
commercial kitchen to clean, chop, and 
dehydrate local produce, the food cen-
ter is helping farmers bring their fruits 
and vegetables to market while also 
expanding access to nutritious food 
across our region. 

LORI and I heard directly from com-
munity members that Growing Places 
is helping them eat more nutritiously, 
particularly amid sky-high food prices 
caused by Trump’s awful economy. 

That is why it is hard to understand 
why the Trump administration has 
slashed local food programs that make 
local food more accessible. 

Mr. Speaker, if we want to make food 
more affordable, if we want to support 
our farmers, if we want to make the 
lives of working families easier, it is 
time to reverse the devastating cuts to 
SNAP and reinstate local food pro-
grams that help to end hunger now. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS IN 
MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
we will obviously be talking about the 
Iran war this week, but something that 
is not getting enough attention right 
now is the 300,000 U.S. citizens in the 
region who are stranded because we 
sent all this firepower to the region. 

If we are going to attack Iran, why 
didn’t we have a plan to get American 
citizens out of the region? Someone 
just asked President Trump that ques-
tion. Here is what he said: ‘‘Well, be-
cause it happened all very quickly. We 
thought, and I thought maybe more so 
than most—I could ask Marco—but I 
thought we were going to have a situa-
tion where we were going to be at-
tacked. They were getting ready to at-
tack Israel.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t even know what 
that means. What I think is that with 
all that military firepower in the re-
gion, we could have given them a little 
bit of warning or at least more than 
just what we gave them. 

Instead, only now are they being told 
to evacuate the region—with one ca-
veat, though. They are on their own be-
cause there are barely any commercial 
flights going in and out of the region. 

While hotels are being attacked and 
everything appears to be a target, this 
administration is not doing enough to 
help. 

We should have seen this coming. 
Why aren’t we valuing American lives 
more in the region? The administration 
was just telling them tough luck. 

Mr. Speaker, this should be a na-
tional priority. If we are going to spend 
billions on jets and bombs, we can af-

ford to evacuate Americans. We need to 
get serious right now about protecting 
Americans in the Middle East. 

f 

INVESTMENT TRANSFORMS 
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, eastern North Carolina is on 
the rise. Exciting investments are 
transforming our communities and cre-
ating new opportunities for young peo-
ple and hardworking families. 

U.S. Forged Rings is investing $875 
million in Hertford County, creating 
625 new jobs and revitalizing our econ-
omy. In Edgecombe County, Amazon is 
bringing good-paying jobs. LS Cable & 
System USA is fortifying our manufac-
turing sector with an investment of $50 
million and 85 new jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, clearly, the momentum 
is undeniable. These are more than just 
investments. These represent real op-
portunities. Together, we are reshaping 
our future. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Randall 
Holstead, one of his secretaries. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1500 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ONDER) at 3 p.m. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to give 
notice of my intent to raise a question 
of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Directing the Committee on Ethics 
to preserve and publicly release records 
of the Committee’s review of violations 
or alleged violations of clause 9 (as it 
pertains to acts of sexual harassment) 
and clause 18 of rule XXIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives. 

Whereas, there is no place for sexual 
harassment or unwelcome sexual ad-
vances in the House of Representatives; 

Whereas, clause 9 of rule XXIII of the 
Rules of the House provides ‘‘Member, 

Delegate, Resident Commissioner, offi-
cer, or employee of the House may not 
discharge and may not refuse to hire 
an individual, or otherwise discrimi-
nate against an individual with respect 
to compensation, terms, conditions, or 
privileges of employment, because of 
the race, color, religion, sex (including 
marital or parental status), sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, disability, 
age, or national origin of such indi-
vidual, including by committing an act 
of sexual harassment against such indi-
vidual’’; 

Whereas, clause 18(a) of rule XXIII of 
the Rules of the House provides ‘‘A 
Member, Delegate, or Resident Com-
missioner may not engage in a sexual 
relationship with any employee of the 
House who works under the supervision 
of the Member, Delegate, or Resident 
Commissioner, or who is an employee 
of a committee on which the Member, 
Delegate, or Resident Commissioner 
serves’’; 

Whereas, clause 18(b) of rule XXIII of 
the Rules of the House provides ‘‘A 
Member, Delegate, Resident Commis-
sioner, officer, or employee of the 
House may not engage in unwelcome 
sexual advances or conduct toward an-
other Member, Delegate, Resident 
Commissioner, officer, or employee of 
the House’’; 

Whereas, sexual harassment and un-
welcome sexual advances by Members, 
Delegates, or Resident Commissioners, 
in violation of clause 9 and clause 18 of 
rule XXIII of the Rules of the House, 
affect the safety, dignity, and integrity 
of the proceedings of the House of Rep-
resentatives: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Committee on 
Ethics shall: 

(1) preserve all documents and inves-
tigative materials related to any viola-
tions or alleged violations of clause 9 
(as it pertains to acts of sexual harass-
ment), clause 18, or any other clause 
(to the extent an act of sexual harass-
ment, unwelcome sexual advance, or 
sexual assault constituted a violation 
or alleged violation of such clause) of 
rule XXIII of the Rules of the House by 
a Member, Delegate, or Resident Com-
missioner; and 

(2) not later than 60 days after the 
date of the adoption of this resolution, 
make publicly available all final re-
ports, or in such cases where there is 
not a final report, the most recent 
draft report, conclusions, recommenda-
tions, exhibits, and attached or accom-
panying materials, with the personally 
identifiable information of victims, al-
leged victims, and witnesses redacted, 
related to the Committee’s investiga-
tions into violations or alleged viola-
tions of clause 9 (as it pertains to acts 
of sexual harassment), clause 18, or any 
other clause (to the extent an act of 
sexual harassment, unwelcome sexual 
advance, or sexual assault constituted 
a violation or alleged violation of such 
clause) of rule XXIII by a Member, a 
Delegate, or Resident Commissioner. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
rule IX, a resolution offered from the 
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floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as 
a question of the privileges of the 
House has immediate precedence only 
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution presented by the gentle-
woman from South Carolina will ap-
pear in the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

WINTERGREEN EMERGENCY 
EGRESS ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6365) to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to issue a right-of-way 
for an emergency exit on certain Na-
tional Park Service land in the State 
of Virginia, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6365 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wintergreen 
Emergency Egress Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR EMERGENCY EXIT, 

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY. 
Section 2 of the Act of June 30, 1936 (49 Stat. 

2041, chapter 883; 54 Stat. 250, chapter 277; 16 
U.S.C. 460a–3), is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Secretary of the Interior may 
issue’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘Secretary 
of the Interior— 

‘‘(1) may issue’’; 
(2) by striking the period at the end and in-

serting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) shall issue the right-of-way generally de-

picted as ‘Proposed Egress’ on the map entitled 
‘Blue Ridge Parkway, Proposed Wintergreen 
Emergency Egress Near Milepost 9.6’, numbered 
601/194,694, and dated September 2024, if the Sec-
retary reports to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate that— 

‘‘(A) an evaluation has been completed of al-
ternatives to the right-of-way for egress that do 
not cross Federal land that includes evaluating 
whether existing trails can be converted to 
roads; 

‘‘(B) an analysis of expected fire ecology be-
havior in the event of a fire emergency has been 
completed with respect to the right-of-way; and 

‘‘(C) any required reviews with respect to the 
right-of-way have been completed in accordance 
with— 

‘‘(i) the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and 

‘‘(ii) division A of subtitle III of title 54, 
United States Code.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6365, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6365, the Wintergreen Emer-
gency Egress Act, introduced by Rep-
resentative JOHN MCGUIRE of Virginia. 

This bill accomplishes something 
very simple and very important. It di-
rects the Department of the Interior to 
issue a narrow right-of-way so the Win-
tergreen community in Virginia can 
complete an emergency-only evacu-
ation route. 

Wintergreen is a mountain commu-
nity located near the Blue Ridge Park-
way, with one road in and one road out. 
That single access point serves year- 
round residents, seasonal visitors, and 
first responders. 

Over the past decade, the community 
has grown from 150 to 500 residents, not 
including seasonal visitors, and the 
risk tied to having only one exit has 
grown along with it. 

In recent years, we have seen what 
happens when communities lack suffi-
cient options to escape during emer-
gencies. Fires in places like Paradise, 
California, and Lahaina, Hawaii, dem-
onstrate how quickly evacuation 
routes can become overwhelmed and 
congested, endangering residents and 
first responders alike. 

For Wintergreen, this is not about 
building a new public road. The com-
munity is proposing a second, emer-
gency-only route that follows an exist-
ing dirt path on National Park Service 
land. It would only require a short 30 
feet of gravel to make the road useable 
for emergency vehicles. 

The community has already built the 
road on non-Federal land and has spent 
years working through the Federal 
process. The only remaining piece is a 
small segment on Federal land that 
cannot move forward under current Na-
tional Park Service regulations. 

H.R. 6365 offers a straightforward so-
lution by directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue this vital right-of-way 
after required reviews are completed 
and reported to Congress. This is a tar-
geted fix to a real safety problem. Rep-
resentative MCGUIRE’s legislation im-

proves evacuation planning, helps first 
responders, and does so with very mini-
mal impact to Federal land. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tive MCGUIRE for his leadership on this 
issue and advocacy on behalf of his 
constituents. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this legislation, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the community of Win-
tergreen, Virginia, is located in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, next to the pop-
ular Wintergreen Resort. It has a year- 
round population of 500 and a seasonal 
peak of almost 10,000. However, Winter-
green has only one road that leads in 
and out of the community and in an 
emergency situation, this is a major 
safety risk that could be catastrophic 
for Wintergreen’s residents and visi-
tors. 

H.R. 6365 addresses this problem by 
allowing a 400-foot-long single-lane 
gravel road connecting Wintergreen to 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, providing a 
secondary exit route in the case of an 
emergency. 

After completing the relevant envi-
ronmental reviews, the National Park 
Service will be authorized to issue a 
right-of-way for the road. 

This is a commonsense bill that will 
improve public safety and make mini-
mal changes to the surrounding and 
natural area. I extend my gratitude to 
Representative MCGUIRE and the Sen-
ators from Virginia for introducing 
this legislation to help Wintergreen’s 
residents and visitors. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in support of H.R. 6365, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. MCGUIRE), the lead spon-
sor of the bill. 

b 1510 
Mr. MCGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of my bill, H.R. 6365, the 
Wintergreen Emergency Egress Act. 

Wintergreen, Virginia, is a popular 
tourist destination located in my dis-
trict. Wintergreen is one of the largest 
planned communities in Virginia, with 
over 3,000 properties situated on 11,000 
acres. The risk of wildfires was not top 
of mind when this mountaintop com-
munity was designed in the 1970s. 

The original developers did not re-
serve an emergency egress corridor be-
fore conveying a few thousand acres of 
unneeded land to the Appalachian Trail 
commission. Because of this, Winter-
green only has one entrance and one 
exit route. 

As awareness of wildfire risk grew, 
the community of Wintergreen was 
placed on the Virginia Department of 
Forestry’s radar as a wildland-urban 
interface community with a high risk 
of a devastating fire. Since becoming 
aware of the increased risk of wildfire, 
the community has worked steadily to 
mitigate that risk. However, an emer-
gency egress is still needed. 
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