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FRANKLIN of Florida changed their
vote from ‘‘yea’” to ‘‘nay.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 1600, H.R. 1601, AND H.R.
670

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that I may
hereafter be considered as the first
sponsor of H.R. 1600, the Crimea Annex-
ation Non-Recognition Act; H.R. 1601,
the Defending Ukraine’s Territorial In-
tegrity Act; and H.R. 670, the Lady Lib-
erty Act, bills originally introduced by
Representative Connolly of Virginia,
for the purposes of adding cosponsors
and requesting reprintings pursuant to
clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR CON-
GRESSMAN RICHARD T. “DICK”
SCHULZE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, we rise today in memory
of Congressman Richard T. ¢“Dick”
Schulze, who died on December 23 at
the age of 96.

Congressman Schulze represented the
Philadelphia suburbs from 1975 to 1993
in the people’s House. He was the driv-
ing force behind designating historic
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, a national
park.

Dick was the ranking member of the
House Ways and Means Committee and
twice chaired the Republican Study
Committee. He also served as chairman
of the National Prayer Breakfast.
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President Ronald Reagan appointed
Congressman Schulze to the Presi-
dential Advisory Committee on Fed-
eralism, an honor that Dick deeply val-
ued.

Dick’s lifelong interest in conserva-
tion and wildlife issues led him to
found the Congressional Sportsmen’s
Caucus and Foundation in 1989. Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush would later ap-
point him to serve on the National
Fish and Wildlife Board.

Mr. Speaker, for 18 distinguished
years, Congressman Schulze served in
the House of Representatives. He was
known for being a fair-minded, com-
monsense legislator who worked with
Members on both sides of the aisle.

Funeral services will take place on
Saturday in Malvern, Pennsylvania.
Our thoughts are with his wife of 33
years, Nancy, his four children, and all
of his family.

May God bless Congressman Dick
Schulze.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would ask all Members and those
in the gallery to rise for a moment of
silence.

————
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NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
January as National Blood Donor
Month.

Since its inception in 1970, National
Blood Donor Month recognizes the mil-
lions of Americans who help save lives
by donating blood. Statistics show that
every two seconds, someone in this
country needs blood.

On average, one in seven hospital pa-
tients need blood, and approximately
29,000 units of red blood cells are need-
ed every day in the United States.

Over the last 50 years, public aware-
ness for blood donation has increased.
Now approximately 13.6 million volun-
teers donate blood annually.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, more than 5,000 blood drives
were held in 2025, according to the Red
Cross. I am encouraged to see constitu-
ents ready to roll up their sleeves and
help those in need. In fact, one of the
most challenging times of the year to
collect blood donations is in the winter
months.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all Americans
will take the time to consider donating
blood this month. It is important to
know that one blood donation can save
lives.

————

SOCIAL SECURITY CUSTOMER
SERVICE

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
74 million Americans depend on Social
Security, but because of the Trump ad-
ministration’s actions, customer serv-
ice has completely collapsed. The agen-
cy faces 6 million backlogged cases, 12
million delayed field-office trans-
actions, and some of the worst wait
times in history.

Why is this happening? It is because
the Trump administration pushed out
7,000 Social Security employees. That
is 12 percent of their workforce. Offices
were reorganized overnight, hiring was
frozen, and thousands of workers were
reassigned.

This has real-life consequences for
my constituents, like a 7b-year-old
stroke victim who hasn’t received his
check for months because he can’t
drive or use a computer, or an immi-
grant who may lose his job because a
name correction appointment is weeks
away, or the retiree who waited hours
just to schedule an appointment on the
phone.

Social Security is not a political ex-
periment. It is a promise. The Amer-
ican people paid into the system and
earned these benefits. They shouldn’t
have to fight their own government to
receive them.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6646

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOLDMAN) as
cosponsor of H.R. 6646.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BEGICH). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING SONNY MORRIS ON HIS
RETIREMENT

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Sonny Morris,
a dedicated public servant who is retir-
ing after 40 years on the Winder City
Council.

First elected in 1985 and taking office
in January of 1986, Councilman Morris
has spent four decades serving the peo-
ple of Winder, Georgia, with consist-
ency, humility, and a deep commit-
ment to his community.

Through periods of growth and
change, he has remained a steady voice
for residents and a trusted leader in
local government. Councilman Morris
has approached public service with a
clear focus on doing what is right for
his city.

His long tenure reflects not only the
confidence placed in him by voters but
also his willingness to listen, to col-
laborate, and to show up year after
year for the people he represents.

Serving as grand marshal of the 2025
Winder Christmas Parade was a fitting
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way for the community to say thank
you. I was honored to participate in
that parade and to meet Mr. Morris.

Winder is stronger because of Sonny
Morris, and his legacy of service will be
felt for years to come.

———

DELAYED WILDFIRE RESPONSE
EFFORTS

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, early last
year, the Flat fire burned over 23,000
acres of land in central Oregon, de-
stroying homes and forcing thousands
of people to evacuate.

Our historic fire crews were eventu-
ally able to contain the fire, but they
were unnecessarily delayed because
someone was flying a drone in the area,
and it punctured a hole in the plane.

Our historic fire crews cannot afford
this delay. It is not just happening in
Oregon. There has been an increase in
drones interfering with fire responses
across the country. We know that a
quick response is critical to containing
wildfire and saving homes and lives.
That is why I introduced the Wildfire
Aerial Response Safety Act along with
Congressmen Neguse, Crane, and
Ciscomani.

As Representatives from States with
dangerous wildfire seasons, we under-
stand how important it is to address
this issue and that it should not be par-
tisan. I am calling on the House to
take up our bill to prevent unnecessary
delays to wildfire response efforts.

CONGRATULATING MONTANA
STATE UNIVERSITY BOBCATS

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I have
risen before the House several times to
recognize the historic rivalry between
the Montana State University Bobcats
and the TUniversity of Montana
Grizzlies, but today I rise with enor-
mous pride to honor the Montana State
University Bobcats for their historic
FCS National Championship victory in
Nashville.

The Cats left it all on the field. They
played with grit, heart, and determina-
tion, carrying the weight of a State
that believed in them. From blocked
kicks and dramatic momentum swings
to a fourth-quarter comeback and the
first overtime finish in FCS title game
history, this contest delivered every-
thing that makes college football un-
forgettable.

This win marked Montana State’s
first national championship in 41 years,
ending a drought that stretched back
to 1984. With Montana programs reach-
ing the championship stage in four of
the last five seasons, it was only fitting
that the trophy finally returned to the
home of the Treasure State.
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The young men in blue and gold
made Montana proud. Their victory be-
longs not only to this university but to
an entire State.

Mr. President, if you are watching,
we would love to see them in the White
House. Go, Cats, go.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

REPORTING GANG ACTIVITY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to reintroduce the bipartisan
Gang Activity Reporting Act with the
gentlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON),
my fellow appropriator.

This legislation has an urgent pur-
pose: to give law enforcement the accu-
rate, comprehensive data they need to
combat gang violence and to keep our
communities safe.

From 2021 to 2024, law enforcement
agencies reported more than 69,000 inci-
dents of gang activity nationwide. Over
half involved violent crime. Yet, today,
Federal gang data remains fragmented,
inconsistent, and incomplete.

That gap puts officers at risk and
leaves communities, especially in rural
America, without the tools needed to
respond effectively. Our bill would re-
quire the Attorney General to submit
an annual report to Congress on gang
activity investigations and prosecu-
tions.

While recent FBI data show violent
crime trending downward, we Kknow
progress does not mean the work is all
done. This legislation strengthens pub-
lic safety, supports law enforcement,
and helps protect families from Ohio to
Iowa, and coast to coast.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
please support this critical Gang Activ-
ity Reporting Act.

——
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PRAYING FOR ZARIEA PATRICK
OF HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRANK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the resilience of
Harrison High School senior Zariea
Patrick.

In 2023, during Zariea’s sophomore
year, she and her Harrison classmates
were playing basketball when Zariea
took a hard elbow to the side of her
head as she went for a layup, leaving
her with a concussion.

As her symptoms worsened, an MRI
at the hospital confirmed a tumor
lodged in the right side of Zariea’s
brain. What followed were regular trips
to the hospital for chemotherapy,
which took a terrible toll on her phys-
ical well-being.
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