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Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
390, the Advanced Capabilities for
Emergency Response Operations Act,
or ACERO Act.

Destructive wildfires threaten human
lives and communities around the
country. Just over 1 year ago, the dev-
astating Eaton and Palisades fires in
southern California Kkilled 31 people
and caused tens of billions of dollars in
damage.

In 2025, the U.S. experienced nearly
78,000 wildfires that burned more than 5
million acres. One tool we can use to
prevent, mitigate, and respond to
wildfires is aviation. Crewed aircraft
have long been used to monitor and
fight fires. Now, advanced aviation
technologies and uncrewed aerial sys-
tems can advance our response to
wildfires.

It is important now more than ever
that crewed and uncrewed aircraft
work together safely alongside ground
operations. That means sharing and co-
ordinating real-time operations infor-
mation between aircraft, drone opera-
tors, and ground crews across multiple
government agencies.

Here is where NASA and ACERO
come in. NASA has done further re-
search, development, and demonstra-
tion work, to use its tools and tech-
nologies for specific public safety ap-
plications, including wildfire response.
The success of an initial pilot program
led NASA to launch the Advanced Ca-
pabilities for Emergency Response Op-
erations project, or ACERO.

This legislation would formally cod-
ify the research and development ef-
forts under ACERO in law. This bill di-
rects NASA to conduct research and
development activities to improve aer-
ial responses to wildfires.

Additionally, NASA would be author-
ized under this bill to conduct research
in areas including advanced aircraft
technologies and airspace manage-
ment, information sharing and real-
time data exchange, and the develop-
ment of an interagency coordination
platform.

We need to ensure our first respond-
ers have access to the most advanced
tools to respond to wildfires. This bill
supports using NASA’s brightest minds
and cutting-edge technologies to sup-
port the safety of our communities.
The ACERO Act will enable safer, more
effective aerial operations for Federal,
State, and local efforts on the front
lines of wildfire management and re-
sponse.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
Mr. FONG and Ms. MCCLELLAN, for their
work on this bill. I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘“‘yes” on H.R. 390, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, the ACERO Act pro-
motes the development of advanced
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technologies to strengthen our wildfire
response efforts. NASA should leverage
its unique aeronautics expertise to im-
prove the emergency operations involv-
ing aerial assets. ACERO seeks to en-
hance situational awareness, coordina-
tion, and information sharing among
aerial platforms, both piloted and un-
manned. This bill recognizes the im-
portant work already underway and en-
courages NASA to continue advancing
these efforts.

Again, I thank Representatives FONG
and MCCLELLAN for their bipartisan
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 390, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘““A bill to utilize the Ad-
vanced Capabilities for Emergency Re-
sponse to Operations project of NASA
to improve aerial responses to
wildfires, and for other purposes.’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ACCESSING SATELLITE CAPABILI-
TIES TO ENABLE NEW DISCOV-
ERIES ACT

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2600) to require the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration to establish a
program to identify, evaluate, acquire,
and disseminate commercial Earth re-
mote sensing data and imagery in
order to satisfy the scientific, oper-
ational, and educational requirements
of the Administration, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2600

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Accessing
Satellite Capabilities to Enable New Discov-
eries Act” or the “ASCEND Act”.

SEC. 2. COMMERCIAL SATELLITE DATA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Section 60501 of title 51, United States
Code, states that the goal for the Earth
Science program of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (referred to in this
section as “NASA’’) shall be to pursue a pro-
gram of Earth observations, research, and
applications activities to better understand
the Earth, how it supports life, and how
human activities affect its ability to do so in
the future.

(2) Section 50115 of title 51, United States
Code, states that the Administrator of NASA
shall, to the extent possible and while satis-
fying the scientific or educational require-
ments of NASA, and where appropriate, of
other Federal agencies and scientific re-
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searchers, acquire, where cost effective,
space-based and airborne commercial Earth
remote sensing data, services, distribution,
and applications from a commercial pro-
vider.

(3) The Administrator of NASA established
the Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisition
Pilot Program in 2019 to identify, validate,
and acquire from commercial sources data
that support the Earth science research and
application goals.

(4) The Administrator of NASA has—

(A) determined that the pilot program de-
scribed in paragraph (3) has been a success,
as described in the final evaluation entitled
“Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisition
Program Pilot Evaluation Report’ issued in
2020;

(B) established a formal process for evalu-
ating and onboarding new commercial ven-
dors in such pilot program;

(C) increased the number of commercial
vendors and commercial data products avail-
able through such pilot program; and

(D) expanded procurement arrangements
with commercial vendors to broaden user ac-
cess to provide commercial Earth remote
sensing data and imagery to federally funded
researchers.

(b) COMMERCIAL SATELLITE DATA ACQUISI-
TION PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 603 of title 51,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§60307. Commercial satellite data acquisi-
tion program

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
establish within the Earth Science Division
of the Science Mission Directorate a pro-
gram to acquire and disseminate cost-effec-
tive and appropriate commercial Earth re-
mote sensing data and imagery in order to
satisfy the scientific, operational, and edu-
cational requirements of the Administra-
tion, and where appropriate, of other Federal
agencies and scientific researchers to aug-
ment or complement the suite of Earth ob-
servations acquired by the Administration,
other United States Government agencies,
and international partners.

‘“(b) DATA PUBLICATION AND TRANS-
PARENCY.—The terms and conditions of com-
mercial Earth remote sensing data and im-
agery acquisitions under the program de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall not prevent—

‘(1) the publication of commercial data or
imagery for scientific purposes; or

‘“(2) the publication of information that is
derived from, incorporates, or enhances the
original commercial data or imagery of a
vendor.

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION.—In carrying out the
program under this section, the Adminis-
trator may—

‘(1) procure commercial Earth remote
sensing data and imagery from commercial
vendors to advance scientific research and
applications in accordance with subsection
(a); and

‘“(2) establish or modify end-use license
terms and conditions to allow for the widest-
possible use of procured commercial Earth
remote sensing data and imagery by individ-
uals other than NASA-funded users, con-
sistent with the goals of the program.

‘“(d) UNITED STATES VENDORS.—Commer-
cial Earth remote sensing data and imagery
referred to in subsections (a) and (c) shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, be pro-
cured from United States vendors.

‘‘(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this section and
annually thereafter, the Administrator shall
submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
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a report that includes the following informa-
tion regarding the agreements, vendors, li-
cense terms, and uses of commercial Earth
remote sensing data and imagery under this
section:

“(1)(A) In the case of the initial report, a
list of all agreements that are providing
commercial Earth remote sensing data and
imagery to NASA as of the date of the re-
port.

‘“(B) For each subsequent report, a list of
all agreements that have provided commer-
cial Earth remote sensing data and imagery
to NASA during the reporting period.

‘(2) A description of the end-use license
terms and conditions for each such vendor.

“(3) A description of the manner in which
each such agreement is advancing scientific
research and applications, including prior-
ities recommended by the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
decadal surveys.

‘‘(4) Information specifying whether the
Administrator has entered into an agree-
ment with a commercial vendor or a Federal
agency that permits the use of data and im-
agery by Federal Government employees,
contractors, or non-Federal users.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for chapter 603 of title 51, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new item:
¢60307. Commercial satellite data acquisition

program.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BABIN) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

O 1610

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2600,
the bill that is now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2600, the ASCEND Act, sponsored by
Representatives HURD and BONAMICI.

Commercial remote sensing is an in-
creasingly important part of the grow-
ing space economy. In recent years,
technological advancements and lower
launch costs have enabled American
companies to expand their remote sens-
ing capabilities and to deliver innova-
tive, high-quality satellite data at
competitive prices.

Recognizing this potential, NASA es-
tablished a pilot program in 2017 to as-
sess how the agency could leverage
commercial satellite data to support
mission objectives.

Through this effort, NASA gained
valuable experience working directly
with the commercial sector. The agen-
cy evaluated available satellite data,
explored how it could advance sci-
entific research and applications, and
developed acquisition approaches that
allowed for appropriate government
use and dissemination.
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The pilot program demonstrated that
commercially provided datasets can ef-
fectively complement NASA’s existing
capabilities. The ASCEND Act builds
on that success by authorizing the
Commercial Satellite Data Acquisition
program within NASA’s Science Mis-
sion Directorate.

This legislation ensures that NASA
can continue to evaluate, access, and
utilize cost-effective, cutting-edge
commercial data to advance its sci-
entific research and applications. At
the same time, it supports the growth
of the space economy and strengthens
the United States leadership in space.

I thank Representatives HURD and
BoNAMICI for their bipartisan work to
bring this bill to the House floor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the ASCEND Act,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
ASCEND Act. The bill would codify the
successful Commercial Satellite Data
Acquisition pilot program.

The data acquired from the pilot
project was shown to complement
Earth observations from NASA’s fleet
of satellites and instruments. NASA
has continued these activities as the
Commercial SmallSat Data Acquisi-
tion Pilot Program.

This bill also allows us to acquire
commercial Earth remote sensing data
and imagery from vendors. The bill
also includes provisions to support
data publication, transparency, and re-
ports to Congress, and to ensure the
widest possible use of the data pro-
cured under the program consistent
with program goals.

This bill supports both science and
our commercial remote sensing indus-
try, such as companies in my home
Commonwealth of Virginia, by aug-
menting scientific research with addi-
tional sources of data and leveraging
commercial capabilities.

I thank the bill’s sponsors for their
work on the ASCEND Act and encour-
age my colleagues to support this legis-
lation, as well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. HURD).

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of my legisla-
tion, H.R. 2600, the Accessing Satellite
Capabilities to Enable New Discoveries
Act, the ASCEND Act.

This bill builds on a model that al-
ready works. In 2017, NASA launched
the Commercial Small Satellite Data
Acquisition Pilot Program to test
whether commercially available Earth
observation data could support NASA’s
scientific missions. The results were
clear: Participating scientists found
the data reliable, valuable, and highly
effective across a broad range of re-
search applications.

The ASCEND Act takes that success-
ful pilot and makes it permanent. It di-
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rects NASA to formally establish a
commercial satellite acquisition pro-
gram within the Science Mission Direc-
torate so that the agency can routinely
access cost-effective commercial data
to complement its own Earth observa-
tion missions.

This is a practical approach. Instead
of duplicating capabilities, NASA can
leverage private-sector innovation.
Through commercial licensing, re-
searchers gain access to high-quality
satellite data that supports wildfire re-
sponse, agricultural monitoring, dis-
aster preparedness, reforestation, and
environmental tracking. That data
translates directly into better deci-
sionmaking on the ground.

This is a model where private invest-
ment strengthens public missions, and
it supports American jobs, including in
Colorado’s growing commercial space
sector.

The bill also includes appropriate
oversight. It requires an annual report
to Congress detailing the data ac-
quired, its sources, how it is used with-
in NASA, as well as its measurable im-
pact. That transparency ensures ac-
countability while allowing the pro-
gram to grow.

At a time when commercial space in-
novation is accelerating rapidly, Con-
gress should ensure NASA has the
flexibility to use the best tools avail-
able. The ASCEND Act strengthens
America’s scientific leadership, sup-
ports our domestic space industry, and
ensures taxpayer dollars are used effi-
ciently.

I thank Chairman BABIN for advanc-
ing my bill to the floor. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2600.

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
Mr. HURD and Ms. BoNAMICI, for their
work on this legislation. It is a great
bill. I am a cosponsor myself. I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 2600,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, over the past two dec-
ades, the United States commercial
space sector has experienced signifi-
cant growth and maturity.

The Commercial Satellite Data Ac-
quisition pilot program that NASA
launched in 2017 is one example of how
the agency has embraced this evo-
lution.

By enabling the continued acquisi-
tion of commercial satellite data, the
ASCEND Act will complement NASA’s
scientific efforts and ensure that the
agency has access to the innovative ca-
pabilities being developed by America’s
commercial space sector. The ability
to procure this data will strengthen
U.S. leadership in the global space in-
dustry.

Again, I thank Representatives
HURD, KEAN, and BONAMICI for their
work on this important legislation. I
yield back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2600, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SMALL BUSINESS ARTIFICIAL IN-
TELLIGENCE ADVANCEMENT ACT

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3679) to require the Director of
the National Institute of Standards
and Technology to develop resources
for small businesses in utilizing artifi-
cial intelligence, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3679

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Small Business
Artificial Intelligence Advancement Act”.

SEC. 2. RESOURCES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES TO
UTILIZE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.

Section 22A of the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278h-1) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(h) DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES IN UTILIZING ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability
of appropriations, the Director shall, in car-
rying out subsection (a), develop or identify,
and disseminate (in accordance with paragraph
(4)), resources for small business concerns (as
such term is defined in section 3 of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632)) relating to artifi-
cial intelligence. Such resources may include
technical standards, best practices, benchmarks,
methodologies, procedures, or processes for the
understanding, adoption, or integration of arti-
ficial intelligence.

““(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Director shall en-
sure that the resources described in paragraph
(1) satisfy the following:

““(A) Are generally applicable and usable by a
wide range of small business concerns.

‘““(B) Include elements that promote basic un-
derstanding, identification, and adoption of
proper use cases of artificial intelligence.

“(C) Include case studies of practical applica-
tion across a range of business sizes and types.

‘(D) Are technology-neutral and relevant to
technologies that are accessible and suitable for
small businesses.

‘“(E) Are based on international voluntary
standards as applicable, and are consistent with
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.).

‘“(F) Include recommendations and references
to existing Federal educational resources, in-
cluding the risk management framework under
subsection (c), privacy and cybersecurity risk
management frameworks established by the In-
stitute, and activities relating to the national
cybersecurity awareness and education program
under section 303 of the Cybersecurity Enhance-
ment Act of 2014 (15 U.S.C. 7443).

““(3) REVIEW AND UPDATE OF RESOURCES.—Not
later than two years after the date of the enact-
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ment of this subsection and not less frequently
than once every two years thereafter, the Direc-
tor shall carry out the following:

“(A) Review the resources described in para-
graph (1).

“(B) Update such resources as the Director
considers appropriate.

““(4) DISSEMINATION AND USE OF TRAINING RE-
SOURCES.—The Director shall coordinate with
the Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration regarding the distribution and use
through the resource partners of the Small Busi-
ness Administration of the resources described
in paragraph (1).

““(5) VOLUNTARY RESOURCES.—The use of the
resources described in paragraph (1) shall be
considered voluntary.

“(6) REPORT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than four years
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Director shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a report on the development, identifica-
tion, dissemination, and use of the resources de-
scribed in paragraph (1), including updates
made pursuant to paragraph (3).

‘““(B) CONTENTS.—The report under subpara-
graph (A) shall include the following:

“(1) A list of the resources described in para-
graph (1), including updates made pursuant to
paragraph (3).

“‘(ii) Relevant feedback from recipients of such
resources, and disseminators of such resources
pursuant to paragraph (4).

“‘(iii) Recommendations to Congress for fur-
ther actions to help with the utilization of arti-
ficial intelligence by small business concerns.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BABIN) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3679,
the bill that is now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be here
to support H.R. 3679, the Small Busi-
ness Artificial Intelligence Advance-
ment Act, sponsored by my colleagues,
Representatives MIKE COLLINS and
HALEY STEVENS.

American small businesses are the
backbone of our economy, and it is es-
sential that they leverage cutting-edge
innovations to keep the United States
at the forefront of the global economy.

As chairman of the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee, I have
closely followed the accelerating
growth of artificial intelligence, or AI,
technologies and their wide-ranging
applications across industries nation-
wide.

Major U.S. companies are rapidly de-
veloping their own AI technologies and
investing in the resources needed to in-
tegrate AI into their operations. AI
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holds tremendous promise. Incor-
porating it into a business model is
complex and requires significant exper-
tise and capital.

As a result, many small businesses
have not yet been able to fully unlock
AT’s potential. It is time to ensure
small businesses can harness these ca-
pabilities as well, strengthening Amer-
ican entrepreneurship and competing
with the Chinese Communist Party
across every dimension of the AI race,
including business innovation.
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This legislation directs the National
Institute of Standards and Technology,
or NIST, to develop and share practical
resources to help small businesses bet-
ter understand and adopt artificial in-
telligence technologies.

This bill is a bipartisan effort to en-
sure American businesses remain com-
petitive in the AI race and to reinforce
our economic leadership globally.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives
COLLINS and STEVENS for their work on
this very important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 3679, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Small Business Artificial Intelligence
Advancement Act. We are already see-
ing companies around the world use AI
for customer service, cybersecurity,
talent recruitment, and even content
production.

While AI can bring significant bene-
fits to companies of all sizes, small
companies can’t afford to take advan-
tage of these benefits. They don’t have
the millions of dollars and the teams of
consultants. They get left behind de-
spite their immense potential. For the
small businesses that form the back-
bone of our economy, navigating rap-
idly challenging and changing tools
like AI can be overwhelming.

This bill directs the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology to
establish and distribute resources on
how small businesses can adopt AI
tools and risk management practices.
It would build on NIST’s Small Busi-
ness Cybersecurity Corner program to
help small businesses by providing vol-
untary guidance on adopting AI and
avoiding potential issues with the tech-
nology. This bill will help level the
playing field for small companies roll-
ing out Al

AT should be an opportunity for every
American business, not just those with
the biggest budgets. As AI rapidly
evolves from simple automation to
agents that could interact with cus-
tomers, handle sensitive data, and even
make decisions, the stakes for getting
it right on privacy and cybersecurity
are growing. This bill will ensure that
our small businesses have access to the
practical resources they need to har-
ness this technology.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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