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back for another coffee, eggs, bacon,
and toast.

CELEBRATING TARTA’S 55TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for
one minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, let me
celebrate a hometown institution that
keeps northwest Ohio moving: the To-
ledo Area Regional Transit Authority
proudly marking 55 years of service,
half a century plus 5.

Voters approved creation of the To-
ledo Area Regional Transit Authority
on January 19, 1971, to connect oppor-
tunity and dignity for neighbors who
depend on reliable transportation.

TARTA has linked workers to jobs,
seniors to medical care, students to
education, families to first ball games,
family and class reunions, and every-
day life. TARTA truly moves people
where they need to go affordably.

TARTA has led with innovation,
launching paratransit service, on-de-
mand microtransit, Ohio’s only Cer-
tified Autism Center designation, and
deploying electric vehicles.

New Federal investments enabled by
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
allow TARTA to modernize its fleet,
add zero-emission buses and charging
infrastructure, strengthen safety,
training, and create good-paying, local
jobs.

This year, we honor the drivers, me-
chanics, planners, and riders who make
the system thrive. May the next gen-
eration yield more affordable, safer, ac-
cessible, and better connected trans-
portation for northwest Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, I salute TARTA at 55.

———

RECOGNIZING LEHIGH VALLEY
HOSPITAL-DICKSON CITY

(Mr. BRESNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRESNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the incredible
response to the fire at Lehigh Hospital-
Dickson City last Wednesday night.

Thanks to the quick action of hos-
pital staff and first responders, every
patient and staff member was safely
evacuated and relocated, many to near-
by hospitals, including Regional Hos-
pital of Scranton, Wilkes-Barre Gen-
eral, Geisinger CMC, and Geisinger Wy-
oming Valley.

What could have been a devastating
crisis instead showed the best of north-
eastern Pennsylvania. First responders
and hospital teams from across the re-
gion stayed calm, worked together, and
made sure every patient was safe.

Our team monitored the situation
from the district and our congressional
office throughout the night, staying in
constant contact with the White
House, CMS, hospital leadership, State
officials, and local responders to make
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sure that everyone had the support
they needed.

As Lehigh Valley-Dickson City be-
gins to recover, my office will continue
working alongside hospital leadership
and local partners, providing any help
needed to get the facility back on its
feet.

This is what NEPA does. We look out
for our neighbors, and we take care of
one another.

———

AFFORDABILITY CRISIS

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for one minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, eastern North Carolinians de-
serve a thriving economy where hard
work is truly rewarded. Sadly, too
many residents face rising costs, hous-
ing, healthcare, and everyday essen-
tials.

However, I believe we can change this
situation. By investing in local busi-
nesses, we can create good-paying jobs.
Picture, if you would, a future where
no one has to choose between paying
their rent or mortgage and buying gro-
ceries. Imagine a future where
healthcare is accessible and where our
seniors can live with dignity.

No matter our political affiliations,
we must come together to strengthen
eastern North Carolina’s economy. We
must advocate for policies that support
sustainable jobs and growth. It is time
to reclaim our future.

————

FREEDOM 250 GRAND PRIX

(Mr. SHREVE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHREVE. Mr. Speaker, this Au-
gust, Washington will hear a sound we
know well in Indiana, the roar of
IndyCar engines.

The Freedom 250 Grand Prix will
bring IndyCar to our Nation’s Capital
as we mark 250 years of American inge-
nuity.

IndyCar was born in my hometown of
Indianapolis. It is rooted in a tradition
that goes back more than a century,
built by American workers, American
engineers, and American manufactur-
ers.

IndyCar reflects who we Hoosiers are:
competitive, inventive, always pushing
forward. I will be honest, Washington
could use a little less gridlock and a
little more green flag.

This event isn’t simply a race. It is a
statement. America leads. America
builds. America innovates.

This August, we will put that on dis-
play at 200 miles an hour right here in
our Nation’s Capital.

Mr. Speaker and ladies and gentle-
men of the House, let’s prepare to start
our engines.

————

WHO SHOULD BE DEPORTED

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, if you
were paying attention since we last
met, more and more politicos or offi-
cials are weighing in on who should be
deported to our southern border.

I want to emphasize that the Amer-
ican people have to stand up and say
that if you are coming here illegally,
you should be deported. There are some
people I think are apparently for lim-
ited amnesty or no immigration laws
at all and say we should only be de-
porting people who have broken the
law. Obviously, that would mean that
if the only law you have broken is com-
ing here in the first place, probably 98
or 99 percent of the 8 million people
who entered under Joe Biden would be
able to stay.

I implore ICE to deport people who
are here illegally. If they want to sin-
gle out somebody in addition to the
worst of the worst on criminal behav-
ior, they can go after people getting
public benefits, which is also illegal,
and they should be removed imme-
diately.

Mr. Speaker, in any event, we should
enforce our laws.

————
O 1930

PAYING HOMAGE TO THE BLACK
MEN AND WOMEN OF THE
ARMED FORCES

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. CLYBURN of
South Carolina was recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of this
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. VAN
EPPS). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to join with my colleagues in
the Congressional Black Caucus to pay
homage to the Black men and women
of our Armed Forces whose service and
sacrifices have far too often gone un-
recognized and underappreciated. To
make matters worse, they have often
been denied their proper and well-de-
served benefits as veterans who proud-
ly served our Nation.

There has been no war or conflict in
which this country has been involved
that Blacks did not participate. The
men and women we are honoring to-
night, as we commemorate the 100th
year of celebrating Black history,
made memorable and consequential
contributions to the greatness of this
country. It should not be insulting to
any red-blooded American to hear
about them, read about them, and
learn about them in the same manner
that we learn about others whose con-
tributions were similar, but their skin
color made them more worthy.
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When we hear stories of the Amer-
ican Revolution, we don’t often hear of
Crispus Attucks, a Black man who be-
came the first casualty of the Amer-
ican Revolution when he was the first
of five colonists shot and killed on
March 5, 1770, in what became known
as the Boston Massacre. His murder
stirred the revolutionary fervor and
America’s fight for its liberation from
the British.

So, why is it that all of us were
taught about the Boston Tea Party but
nothing about the Boston Massacre?

The life of Crispus Attucks is far less
documented than his death. Crispus
Attucks escaped from slavery in Fra-
mingham, Massachusetts, in 1750 and
spent two decades on trading ships and
whaling vessels. His death continues to
serve as a reminder that African Amer-
icans took an active role in the path to
American independence, not a passive
one.

The poet John Boyle O’Reilly cele-
brated Attucks as ‘‘the first to defy,
and the first to die.”

In his 1964 book, ‘“Why We Can’t
Wait,” Martin Luther King pays hom-
age to Attucks for his courage and de-
fining role in the American Revolution.
Why don’t our textbooks?

In his 1881 autobiography ‘‘Life and
Times of Frederick Douglass,”” Doug-
lass wrote that he ‘‘urged every man
who could enlist to get an eagle on his
button, a musket on his shoulder, and
the star-spangled banner over his
head,” and ‘‘there is no power on Earth
which can deny that he has earned the
right to citizenship in the TUnited
States.”

Douglass believed the Civil War of-
fered the Black soldier an opportunity
to gain his stripes, but he could not
convince his friend, Abraham Lincoln,
to allow Blacks to serve. In August
1862, a formerly enslaved Black man
from South Carolina came here to
Washington and convinced Lincoln to
allow Blacks to serve.

History records that 170,000 Blacks
joined the Union Army, 19,000 joined
the Union Navy, and 40,000 died in that
war. Robert Smalls, who convinced
Abraham Lincoln to allow these freed-
men to serve, became a captain in that
Navy, participated in 18 battles, and
was the only genuine hero of the Civil
War. In my not-so-humble opinion,
Robert Smalls is the most consequen-
tial South Carolinian who ever lived.

In 1865, Abraham Lincoln acknowl-
edged their value, saying: Without the
military help of the Black freedmen,
the war could not have been won.

In what textbook do we find that? I
would say very few, if any.

World War II saw the service of many
African Americans who never got their
just due in or out of the military.

My father had two brothers. Both of
them, William and Charlie, served in
World War I. Every time I tried to en-
gage them in conversations about their
experiences in that war, they never
ever would discuss that. They made it
very clear to me that the treatment
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they got both in that war and when
they came back home made them won-
der what they were fighting for.

World War II was much of the same.
If T were to mention tonight the
Montford Point Marines, I would sus-
pect very few, if any, in this Hall would
recognize them. Well, Montford Point
Marines were those Black marines who
were not allowed to be trained at Camp
Lejeune alongside White soldiers. They
were sent to a mosquito-infested
swamp in Montford Point, and that is
where they served from 1942 all the way
through 1949.

I am pleased that this body, in its
wisdom, saw it fitting and proper to
give the Congressional Gold Medal to
those Montford Point Marines in such
a way that I would think was offering
an apology for the way they were
treated while they were serving.

Now, I would mention, in speaking of
World War II, the Tuskegee Airmen,
and everybody would know about the
Tuskegee Airmen, the first African-

American military aviators in the
United States Armed Forces, flying
over 15,000 combat missions. They

played a vital role in the Allied victory
in World War II.

Instead of being defined by the dis-
crimination and the doubts of those
around them, they became one of the
most successful pursuit squadrons in
our military. They went on to embody
the true meaning of Black excellence.

0 1940

They left a segregated country to
fight in a segregated Army and pain-
fully returned to a country that still
did not treat them with the dignity
and the respect that they deserved and
had earned.

They had a movie made about them,
the ‘“Red Tails,” but they were not
given their GI Bill benefits.

On July 26, 1948, President Harry
Truman signed Executive Order 9981,
desegregating the Armed Forces so
there would be no more Montford Point
marines. Truman declared: There shall
be ‘“‘equality of treatment and oppor-
tunity for all persons in the armed
services without regard to race, color,
religion, or national origin.”

Many servicemen wrote to President
Truman. Perhaps the most pivotal let-
ter that Truman got came from Isaac
Woodard, Jr., a World War II veteran
who, hours after being honorably dis-
charged from the United States Army,
was dragged off a bus and beaten to
near death and blinded by police in
Batesburg-Leesville, South Carolina.

In response to Woodard’s letter,
President Truman declared, and I am
quoting Truman: ‘“When a mayor and a
city marshal”’—I want to repeat this:
“When a mayor and a city marshal can
take a Negro sergeant off a bus in
South Carolina, beat him up and put
out one of his eyes, and nothing is done
about it by the State authorities,
something is radically wrong with the
system.”

In January 2025, President Trump
made the decision to stop teaching Air
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Force recruits about the Tuskegee Air-
men in the name of banning DEI initia-
tives. Their heroism is not DEI. It is
American history.

Sergeant Woodard deserved better
treatment because of his sacrifices.
President Truman decided it was time
to close a chapter on one part of Amer-
ican history.

Other Black soldiers returning home
from World War II found themselves
facing the same socioeconomic and ra-
cial discrimination they had faced be-
fore going off to war. Instead of being
welcomed back home with open arms,
they struggled to find jobs, to get an
education, and to purchase homes.

We cannot undo the injustices of our
past, but we can begin to restore the
possibility of full economic mobility
for those whom the original GI Bill left
behind. That is why I have sponsored
for several years now the GI Bill res-
toration act that would bring us one
step closer to that goal.

America can’t change what happened
to these Black soldiers. We can’t
change what happened to too many sol-
diers like Sergeant Woodard who went
uncelebrated because our Nation
judged them by the color of their skin
and not the content of their character.
However, we can do our best to make it
right, and that begins with us passing
my legislation that I co-led with Con-
gressman SETH MOULTON, the Sgt.
Isaac Woodard, Jr. and Sgt. Joseph H.
Maddox GI Bill Restoration Act.

We didn’t stop with World War II.
Just 2 years after Truman issued his
executive order, we began to deseg-
regate the Armed Forces. There we
were in the Korean war, and we put
Truman’s executive order into action
and was greeted with resistance.

Truman’s 1948 executive order in-
spired many Black men to join, believ-
ing the military would provide an
equality of opportunity the greater
American society lacked.

It was in the Korean war that African
Americans first served shoulder to
shoulder with soldiers of all races and
backgrounds for the first time. A mes-
sage resounded throughout the Nation:
If people of different races could serve
as comrades in combat abroad, they
could live as neighbors at home.

The quest for racial equality ex-
tended far past the barracks or on the
battlefield, but that same quest for ra-
cial equality returned home with Black
soldiers.

I often think about our former col-
league, the late Congressman Charlie
Rangel. At the age of 17, Charlie Ran-
gel left school and joined the Army to
help his mother support his family.
Soon after he enlisted in 1948, he de-
ployed to Korea for what he thought
was a police action but soon realized it
was a full-scale war. With a fighting
spirit, he found himself in combat dur-
ing the Korean war and risked his life
to rescue 40 soldiers from behind
enemy lines.

Returning home to Harlem, New
York, Rangel was first elected to Con-
gress in 1970 and would go on to serve
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23 terms in this body. Mr. Rangel was a
proud cofounder of the Congressional
Black Caucus.

Today, America is faced with a tur-
bulent reality as the Trump adminis-
tration is still trying to purge our
United States Armed Forces of Black
officers, diversity, and honoring Black
history.

In February 2025, President Donald
Trump fired General Charles “CQ”
Brown, then chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. The words Trump used
to justify his firing were ‘“‘woke’ and
“DEIL” CQ Brown was the Air Force’s
first Black commander of the Pacific
Air Forces and later the first Black
Chief of Staff.

What is woke about being a com-
mander of the Pacific Air Forces?

None of the other commanders before
him were called woke. They were all
called commanders.

So why was he called woke and fired?

Well, Mr. Speaker, I think you know
why.

O 1950

In March 2025, part of Project 2025,
Arlington National Cemetery erased
from its website educational materials
about the history of Black service-
members, including the Tuskegee Air-
men and General Colin Powell, the first
Black Joint Chiefs chairman.

Why are they erasing these people
from the website and not anybody else?
We know why.

Let me be clear: The White House
and the so-called Department of War
appear determined to undermine, dis-
credit, and even erase the evidence of
Black patriotism and Black service-
members who have faithfully served
our Nation.

Against this backdrop, we must re-
main vigilant against these attacks on
Black servicemen and veterans, recog-
nize their valor and sacrifice, and work
diligently to offer them the promise of
this country that they deserve. May
Black military service, in triumph and
tragedy, always serve as a powerful re-
minder that the stories of sacrifice and
patriotism must never be erased re-
gardless of who embodies them.

In all too many instances, Black vet-
erans have had to fight for equal access
to benefits and respect upon returning
home. Black veterans have struggled
and died in a dual battle: fighting
abroad in defense of country and fight-
ing at home for opportunity, change,
and their rights as American citizens.

Millions of Black Americans have an-
swered the call to serve and protect the
American people from all threats, both
foreign and domestic. Today, 350,000
Black men and women serve in the
United States military, and there are
over 2.4 million Black veterans, many
of whom still are not getting the GI
Bill benefits that they deserve. This
body is still refusing to honor legisla-
tion that would give them what they
deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman
BEATTY for joining me in this Special
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Order hour. I yield to her now to con-
tinue this discussion.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise today to co-
anchor this Congressional Black Cau-
cus Special Order hour alongside my
distinguished colleague, Congressman
JAMES CLYBURN of South Carolina.

You see, Mr. Speaker—and to all
those who are listening and watching
tonight—it is not only our 100th anni-
versary of Black History Month, but it
is just that, it is our history, as Mr.
CLYBURN has so aptly outlined.

For the remainder of our first hour,
you will hear from us. We will speak di-
rectly to the American people on an
issue of deep importance to our caucus,
to the House, to the communities we
represent, and to our Nation.

As we observe Black History Month,
today’s Special Order hour is dedicated
to recognizing the contributions,
achievements, and sacrifices of Black
military servicemembers and veterans.

I cannot think of a better person
than our leader, the woman who leads
the Congressional Black Caucus, who
hails from New York’s Ninth District
to speak on this. Tonight, we will
speak a lot about legacies, Black leg-
acies. We will speak about challenges
and barriers, about how we have pre-
vailed.

When I think about Congresswoman
YVETTE CLARKE, I think about Black
legacy. When we talk about how Black
servicemen and -women stood on the
shoulders, I think about our leader,
YVETTE CLARKE, who stands on the
shoulders of her constituents in Brook-
lyn, New York. I think about YVETTE
CLARKE, who stands on her mother’s
shoulders, a pioneer and someone who
understood what we need to do to pre-
serve our Black history.

Mr. Speaker, I ask everyone to listen
carefully as this powerful Black woman
comes to us and presents why we are
here, because she leads us as we honor
Black legacy, Black founders, and we
honor the legacy that she will leave.
Let us listen to the stories of Black
military servicepeople, stories too
often overlooked or erased.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. CLARKE).

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Good
evening, I am Congresswoman YVETTE
D. CLARKE, chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus, proudly representing
New York’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict located in Brooklyn, New York.

I thank my colleagues—Congress-
woman JOYCE BEATTY, a real champion
for the people of Ohio, and Congress-
man JIM CLYBURN, leadership
extraordinaire—for co-anchoring this
Congressional Black Caucus Special
Order hour.

Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight with my
colleagues of the Congressional Black
Caucus to again commemorate the cen-
tennial of Black History Month and to
reflect on the innumerable contribu-
tions to our country that Black Ameri-
cans have made throughout our Na-
tion’s history.
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Black History Month offers our com-
munity a time to celebrate our hidden
figures and impactful heroes, including
our Black veterans and servicemem-
bers.

Today, we honor the generations of
Black veterans whose courage, advo-
cacy, sacrifice, and patriotism have
moved our country and world forward.

Since our Nation’s founding, our
military has relied on Black Americans
to answer the call to serve. Quite
frankly, it occurred prior to our found-
ing. From the Revolutionary War and
Crispus Attucks to Harriet Tubman,
spy, scout, nurse, and cook for the
Union Army during the Civil War.
From the Tuskegee Airmen, the val-
iant and courageous Red Tails, to the
brilliant and extraordinary Six Triple
Eight, Black women and men have al-
ways been on the front lines, standing
for the values that make our Nation
great.

With such a storied legacy of service
to our Nation, it is unfortunate that
racially discriminatory practices have
for too long obstructed Black veterans
from equally accessing veterans bene-
fits, like housing, education, and
healthcare.

From the denial of the GI Bill bene-
fits, effectively shutting nearly 1.2 mil-
lion Black veterans out of its promise,
decades of discrimination have pro-
duced profound and lasting economic
consequences for Black servicemem-
bers and their families.

Today, Black veterans account for
nearly a third of our Nation’s unhoused
veteran population, and Black veterans
are nearly two times as likely to live
in poverty.

These years of discriminatory prac-
tices against our Nation’s Black vet-
erans have only been compounded by
this administration’s recent actions
within the Department of Defense.
From eliminating equitable practices
that benefit our diverse military lead-
ership to creating a hostile environ-
ment that Black veterans have warned
will deter a diverse population of pro-
spective servicemembers, to removing
evidence of the historical impacts of
Black servicewomen and -men, this ad-
ministration is committed to further
marginalizing our Nation’s heroes.

O 2000

It is important that we never forget
the unique history and contributions of
our Nation’s Black veterans.

As the conscience of the Congress,
the Congressional Black Caucus refuses
to allow the sacrifices of these patri-
otic Americans, Black Americans, to
go unnoticed or to be erased.

We will never be able to fully repay
our veterans, given the sacrifices they
have made for our country, but as Con-
gress, it is our responsibility to make
sure we do all we can to ensure that
they have what they need when they
return home.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
of the Congressional Black Caucus for
their commitment to supporting our
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Nation’s veterans and for recognizing
the role that Black veterans play in
American history and to this very day
within our U.S. military.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
very much the chair for her leadership
of the Congressional Black Caucus. I
thank her for allowing me to co-chair
this Special Order hour with our friend,
Congresswoman JOYCE BEATTY.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) be-
cause I think she has a few historical
notations that all of our viewers and
listeners will benefit from hearing.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, tonight,
we stand here, and while we talk about
the celebration of Black history and
Black military men and women, we re-
mind everyone that Black history is
American history.

I am sure when Carter G. Woodson
was thinking about Black history 100
years ago, I know he was not intending
it to be for only 1 month, but for us to
kick it off in February and continue it
for the rest of the year.

Tonight, we are reminded that Black
military history is not a footnote. It is
foundational. From the Revolutionary
War to today’s All-Volunteer Force,
Black servicemembers have defended
this Nation with courage, discipline,
and sacrifice, even when this Nation
did not fully defend them in return.

Their service helped win wars. Their
leadership strengthened our institu-
tions. Their resilience expanded the
promise of American democracy. As we
observe Black History Month, let us
commit not only to remembering this
history but to protecting it, teaching
it, and honoring those who continue to
serve today. The strength of our mili-
tary and our democracy depends on
truth, inclusion, and the respect of
those who have carried the burden of
service.

Black Americans have served in the
United States military since the Revo-
lutionary War, with over 350,000 cur-
rently serving on Active Duty or in the
Reserves, making up approximately 20
percent of enlisted personnel.

As of 2025, 21 percent of Army sol-
diers, Black or African American,
while represented in the enlisted ranks,
are underrepresented in the highest
leadership levels, although 40 percent
of the total Active-Duty Force consists
of people of color.

You have heard about Robert Smalls
becoming the first Black captain in the
United States Navy during the Civil
War. You have heard about Colin Pow-
ell, the first Black Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the list goes
on and on.

We have heard a lot about men and
women who were out there in the fight
during the early years, fighting for our
democracy and freedom. I was re-
minded when Mr. CLYBURN talked
about the Tuskegee Airmen that, yes,
it was during World War II that First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt used her plat-
form as a military advocate to chal-
lenge segregation and to elevate excel-
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lence in the Armed Forces. She pub-
licly championed the Tuskegee Air-
men, whose skills and discipline shat-
tered the lies used to justify exclusion,
and proved that racism, not readiness,
was the real barrier. You see, they
were Black, for anyone who might not
know that, and by flying with one of
them as her pilot, Roosevelt sent an
unmistakable message that standing
with Black servicemembers was an act
of patriotism and putting country over
hate.

That leads me to someone who lived
much of her life until she died in my
hometown, Lieutenant Colonel Charity
Adams Earley, whom I finally called
Aunt Charity. She mentored me and
taught me much of what I know today.
She always reminded me of barriers
and challenges, but always said to
move forward and go forward and do
those things that will make a dif-
ference.

She was the first Black woman offi-
cer in the Women’s Army Corps, com-
manded the 6888th Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion, the only all-Black,
all-female unit deployed overseas dur-
ing World War II. Stationed in Europe,
her battalion was tasked with clearing
a massive backlog of undelivered mail,
millions of letters and packages that
carriers hoped servicemembers who
were far from home would receive, but
this wasn’t an ordinary task. It was
warehouses for miles and miles.

It was given to them because no one
else had been able to do it, and cer-
tainly, those White officers felt that
they would not be able to do it either.
It was punishment. Mr. Speaker, they
didn’t know the power of Black women.

I thank Charity Edna Earley and all
those who served with her and their
families because they completed the
mission not only on time but in record
time, delivering those messages from
parents, children, friends, and loved
ones and restoring morale in the midst
of war.

Lieutenant Colonel Charity Adams
Earley was the commanding officer of
the 6888th Central Postal Directory
Battalion. They were honored just re-
cently here in Congress with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal for her extraor-
dinary work during World War II serv-
ice.

I am so proud that I could be there
that day to witness her family, her two
children, Judith and Stanley, as we
stood together while she and others
were honored.

Mr. Speaker, the statistics are long
and strong about what we have done. I
thank Mr. CLYBURN for being our histo-
rian, for reminding us that, from the
earliest days of this Nation, Black
Americans have stepped forward to
serve even while enslaved, segregated,
and denied basic rights.

During the American Revolution,
Black patriots fought in the Conti-
nental Army. Just this summer, as our
Nation marked the birthday of the
United States Army, we also lifted up
Black heroes too often left out of his-
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tory, men like Mr. CLYBURN mentioned:
Salem Poor, Peter Salem, James
Armistead Lafayette, who served in the
Continental Army where it all began.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. CLYBURN
for allowing me to share a small part
in this. We could go on and on, but cer-
tainly I would be remiss if I didn’t
mention that, during the Civil War,
Black service and leadership contin-
ued, including the extraordinary con-
tributions of Harriet Tubman.

Tubman served as a nurse, an intel-
ligence operative, and a scout. She was
part of a movement, part of an Army,
providing crucial information on Con-
federate movements in supply lines. In
1863, she planned and guided the ferry
raid, destroying Confederate supplies
and freeing more than 700 enslaved peo-
ple, becoming the first American
woman to lead a military operation.

O 2010

Mr. Speaker, her leadership saved
lives, weakened the Confederacy, and
reshaped the meaning of military serv-
ice. I thank Mr. CLYBURN for allowing
me to share that part.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, may I
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from South Carolina has 19
minutes remaining.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to mention a little bit of history
here that I think is very meaningful
and helps to make the point that I
really want to make tonight.

I attended public and private schools
in South Carolina, grade schools, be-
fore going off to South Carolina State,
now University. When I came to Con-
gress, South Carolina State had given
or produced more African-American
general officers than all the military
service academies combined. It was
that one little school in Orangeburg,
South Carolina. Today, if my memory
serves, they have produced 23 general
officers.

That school was founded in 1896 as
what we call an 1890 land-grant school.
When the land-grant schools were first
put into production, it was 1862. In
fact, the land-grant bill was signed by
Abraham Lincoln. Of course, these in-
stitutions in the south, like Clemson
University in South Carolina, did not
allow African Americans to serve.

If you look at the legislation that
created the Morrill Land Grant Act,
which I have studied, it says that it is
to teach agriculture and mechanics. We
see in a lot of these schools A&M—in
fact, I spent last Friday on the campus
of Florida A&M University in Tallahas-
see, Florida. Florida A&M University
stands for agricultural and mechanical.

In that law, there is another M that
very seldom gets recognized. The Mor-
rill Land Grant Act lists this as part of
the training these institutions should
undertake; military. It is in the law.
Some of these schools, like South Caro-
lina State, have taken that seriously.

Over the years, other land-grant
schools like Tuskegee University—now
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I just mentioned the Tuskegee Airmen
who came online during World War II.
After the war, we had contributions
from people like Daniel ‘‘Chappie”’
James.

I like to mention Daniel ‘‘Chappie’”’
James because I remember, as a kid in
those schools I was attending in South
Carolina, I would hear all this stuff and
read this stuff about Jimmy Doolittle.
I read up on Jimmy Doolittle. He was
an outstanding military person, but his
resume does not touch the resume of
Daniel ‘‘Chappie’” James, who became
the first African-American four-star
general in the Air Force.

Chappie James fought in both the
Korean war and the Vietnam war. In
both those wars, he flew 160 missions
and is credited with having shot down
26 enemy planes.

Where in these textbooks do we hear
any discussion of Chappie James? 1
have never been able to understand
what it is about folks who feel that to
give one person credit for having done
what they did takes something away
from another person’s contributions.

We all believe in this great country.
There isn’t a need for it to be made
great. It is already great. We have all
got to learn how to work together so
that everybody can benefit from the
greatness of this country.

It doesn’t take anything away from a
child sitting in a class with my grand-
children, learning about the contribu-
tions, learning about Chappie James.
How can that be an insult? There is no
insult to my children to learn about
Jimmy Doolittle. Why is it an insult to
learn about Chappie James?

Why is it okay for everybody to
enjoy the baseball skills of Jackie Rob-
inson? It is all right to put his con-
tributions to sports in books. Before
Jackie Robinson ever set foot on
Ebbets Field, he was in the military.
He served honorably in the United
States military, and that has been rec-
ognized by our military institutions.

Why would this administration take
Jackie Robinson’s military records out
of our archives? It is okay for him to
be a baseball player. It is okay for him
to entertain but not okay for us to rec-
ognize him for his military skills. I
don’t quite understand that.

I don’t understand why it is that we
let all these contributions of enter-
tainers be celebrated; but when it
comes to academia, when it comes to
the military, it all becomes wokeness.
I have yet to hear one person apply
that term to sports people and enter-
tainers. That, to me, tells it all.

Mr. Speaker, I think that as we pause
to recognize not just the 100th anniver-
sary of the Black history celebration—
I want to say something about that,
too. I really get a little nervous when
I hear people misrepresent the history
of this.

In 1915 and 1916, Carter G. Woodson
started trying to get our country to
recognize what he called Black History
Week. He finally got the country in, I
think, 1926 to recognize it. It became
Black History Week.
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When I was a student, that is when
we celebrated it. I want the RECORD to
be clear because I want our history to
be what it is, not what somebody says
it is.

Carter G. Woodson was offered the
opportunity to designate the week
when we should celebrate Black his-
tory. It was Carter G. Woodson who de-
cided that it should be in February.

Mr. Speaker, the reason he picked
the week that he did is because he
wanted to embrace the birthdays of
two people: February 12, the birthday
of Abraham Lincoln, and February 14,
the birthday of Frederick Douglass.
That is why it was done.

Thanks to the visionary leadership of
President Gerald Ford—maybe Gerald
Ford was a woke President. It was Ger-
ald Ford who decided that we should
have Black History Month. He made
that decision. Was Gerald Ford a woke
President? I think he was an enlight-
ened President, a mature thinker.

I would hope that we would all get to
the place in our society where we are
mature enough to step outside of our
comfort zone sometime, mature enough
to recognize the contributions of oth-
ers, mature enough to have in our text-
books the contributions of people who
we call geniuses.

It was okay for us to learn about the
lightbulb, but we don’t see anyone
learn everything about the lightbulb.
In fact, that bulb couldn’t work until
Lewis Latimer’s filament was put into
it. It was Lewis Latimer’s filament—
Lewis Latimer, the son of former
slaves, who collaborated with Thomas
Edison. Edison’s bulb, Lewis Latimer’s
filament makes it work.

Thomas Edison was mature enough
to step outside of his comfort zone and
sit down with the son of former slaves,
Lewis Latimer, and get his filament to
put into his lightbulb, and Lewis Lati-
mer was mature enough to collaborate
with Thomas Edison.

I would hope that all of us in this
body can be mature enough to recog-
nize everybody’s contributions and not
be insulted by what may be the con-
tributions of one as opposed to an-
other.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. BEATTY for
joining me in this Special Order hour.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to how
much time is remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from South Carolina has 4 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to JOYCE BEATTY.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. CLYBURN for yielding.

I thank Mr. CLYBURN for not only
giving us information about Blacks
serving in the military, but also re-
minding us of our rich history and how
everyone benefits. Thus, Black history
is American history.

Mr. Speaker, let us be clear that
America cannot move forward by eras-
ing the people who propelled it for-
ward. Currently, this administration is
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looking to erase the impact of women
and Black Americans from our mili-
tary. From brutal attacks on Black
history to Secretary Hegseth’s attempt
to remove women from combat roles,
the message is clear.

Clearly, President Trump does not
value the contributions of Black Amer-
icans or women in our Nation’s mili-
tary, but still, they rise. Still, we rise
because we understand that an injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice
anywhere. Today, that legacy lives on
through the more than 350,000 Black
Americans currently serving in uni-
form and the more than 2 million
Black Americans who are veterans.
They served with that same courage,
that same resilience, and that same ex-
cellence as those who came before
them.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. CLYBURN
for reminding us about being woke be-
cause the opposite is being asleep, and
I am sure we don’t want anyone to not
be woke when they are fighting for our
freedom, when they are fighting for our
justice.

As we move forward, Mr. Speaker, in
this Congress, I ask that we remember
the things that we shared and that we
move forward with an open mind and a
mind of the words that we so fre-
quently say: ‘“Freedom and justice for
all.”

I thank Mr. CLYBURN for yielding.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, may I
inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PATRONIS). The gentleman from South
Carolina has 2 minutes remaining.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
going to close with something a bit
more general because I have been wres-
tling with this for the better part of
the last 4 or 5 years.

It is Martin Luther King, Jr.’s letter
from the Birmingham City Jail. King,
when he wrote that letter, said some-
thing that I will leave us with tonight.

King was told that the officials in
Birmingham wanted him to leave Bir-
mingham because they said that he
was a disruptive force and that they
thought that his cause was right, but
his timing was wrong.

King wrote this to those people who
wrote him the letter. He said: ‘‘Time is
never right. Time is never wrong. Time
is always what we make it.”

Then he concluded that he was com-
ing to the belief that the people of ill
will in our society were making a much
better use of time than the people of
good will.

Then he closed saying that we are
going to be made to repent not just for
the vitriolic words and actions of bad
people but for the appalling silence of
good people.

There is a 1ot going on in our country
today for which we need to speak up
about. If we remain silent, we are going
to be made to repent, and we may see
that democracy is no longer with us.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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LOWERING HOUSING COSTS AND
ADVANCING MAIN STREET COM-
MUNITY BANKS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. HARIDOPOLOS
of Florida was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker,
today, we rise to discuss the important
issue of home affordability.

As you just saw on this floor, we
passed, with bipartisan support, led by
our chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, FRENCH HILL, from
the great State of Arkansas, a bill,
with a 390-9 vote, to promote the idea
of home affordability, the ultimate
American Dream. Sadly, as we have
recognized over the last few years, that
dream has become further and further
away for too many Americans.

Starting today, we are moving in the
right direction so that we might reduce
those barriers to affordability and sim-
ply rely on the great economic mission
of increasing supply to reduce the cost.

Our first speaker tonight is from the
State of Kentucky and serves on our
Committee on Financial Services.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR).

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the Housing for the 21st Cen-
tury Act, a bill that advances exactly
what Americans voted for: fewer bu-
reaucrats, more builders, lower costs,
and real results.

Right now, families across America
are still recovering from Biden-era in-
flation, sky-high interest rates, and a
Washington regulatory state that
makes it harder and more expensive to
build a home.

The radical left’s answer is always
more government, more mandates,
more red tape. Well, that is how we got
into this mess. Republicans have a bet-
ter answer: Build more homes, faster,
better, and cheaper.

The solution to inflation, the solu-
tion to higher costs, is always more
supply. The reason we have afford-
ability challenges in housing, Mr.
Speaker, is because we have an inven-
tory shortage. Republicans are offering
solutions to provide more housing
stock to lower the costs for the Amer-
ican people and deliver on that Amer-
ican Dream of homeownership.

This bill cuts through the regulatory
choke hold that Washington has im-
posed on housing. It streamlines per-
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mitting, modernizes outdated Federal
programs, and gets the Federal Govern-
ment out of the way so builders can do
what they do best: build.

It empowers local communities, not
central planners in Washington, D.C. It
supports community banks. It focuses
on supply-side solutions, not failed sub-
sidies that only drive prices higher.

Under President Donald Trump, we
proved that when we cut regulations,
unleash private investments, and trust
American workers, the economy grows
and families thrive. This bill applies
that same America First, progrowth
approach to housing.

Instead of telling Americans how to
live, this legislation helps them own a
home, raise a family, and build wealth,
the foundation of the American Dream.

Mr. Speaker, I love the fact that this
legislation focuses on overregulation of
manufactured housing, an outstanding
solution for many low- and moderate-
income individuals who just can’t get
there in terms of a downpayment or
just can’t get there in terms of the
monthly payment. Manufactured hous-
ing, especially in rural America, is a
great solution for a lower downpay-
ment and a lower monthly payment.

Burdensome HUD regulations have
been an impediment to unleashing
more manufactured housing stock for
Americans. This bill provides a solu-
tion to that, eliminating ridiculous
regulations that really impede manu-
factured housing.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Financial Institutions, I
will spend my time here tonight high-
lighting the section of the bill that
provides regulatory relief for commu-
nity banks.

To drive down costs, we need to make
it easier for those community-based
lenders to originate residential con-
struction loans and development loans
to address the shortage of inventory.
More supply means lower costs, and
more provision of capital into the real
economy from community financial in-
stitutions that know the borrower,
that have a relationship with that
builder, the more supply of housing
stock to help lower the cost.

Inflation and high prices are always a
function of a supply-demand mismatch.
If we can help incentivize more capital
formation and lending to the builders,
the entrepreneurs who provide addi-
tional housing for Americans, espe-
cially in that one to four residential
construction zone, the better in terms
of affordability for Americans.

According to the FDIC, approxi-
mately 60 percent of one- to four-fam-
ily residential construction and devel-
opment loans were held by banks with
assets under $10 billion. Those are the
community banks. Lowering the regu-
latory costs on those institutions in
particular is critical to increasing the
supply of housing.

This bill does exactly that. It lowers
the regulatory burden on those com-
munity financial institutions that pro-
vide the bulk of these construction
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loans. This is the bill that the Com-
mittee on Financial Services passed,
and we passed it with bipartisan sup-
port because the problem is obvious:
We don’t have enough housing, and
Washington is making it worse. The so-
lution is also obvious: Stop standing in
the way.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation rejects
the left’s obsession with central plan-
ning and embraces free enterprise,
local control, and common sense. It
puts builders back to work and expands
housing supply, and it helps bring costs
down for hardworking Americans.

That is why I urge my colleagues to
support Housing for the 21st Century
Act, deliver real America First solu-
tions for the people we serve, and en-
hance regulatory tailoring for those
community financial institutions—cut-
ting red tape; streamlining bank exams
and outdated thresholds so well-run
banks can focus on lending, not paper-
work; expanding community and rural
banks’ access to stable deposits so that
they can lend locally and support small
businesses and households; supporting
rural banks; encouraging new bank for-
mation; and providing regulators flexi-
bility to handle failures without hurt-
ing local access to banking.

Mr. Speaker, I especially thank
Chairman HILL for including in this
legislation a version of my bill, the
Promoting New Bank Formation Act,
which allows for a phase-in of capital
requirements for new banks to make it
easier for de novo charters. We have
seen a dearth and a decline in de novo
charters. The more community-based
lenders, the better. The more commu-
nity banks that are formed in this
country, the more competition and
choice, the more access to capital for
those construction and development
loans. That means lower home prices,
more homes, and more access to the
American Dream of homeownership for
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of my col-
leagues—most of my colleagues for
supporting this bill tonight, the Hous-
ing for the 21st Century Act.

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Congressman BARR for men-
tioning higher construction costs,
more regulatory delays, outdated zon-
ing laws, and, of course, the desperate
need for more community banks in the
process.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. STUTZMAN), a fellow
member of the Committee on Financial

Services.
Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague, Congressman

HARIDOPOLOS, for organizing this eve-
ning’s event.

I am proud to say that this body just
passed the Housing for the 21st Century
Act in a strong bipartisan manner.
Owning a home is the American
Dream. It is one of the best invest-
ments any person can possibly make
here in America.

At a time when too many American
families are struggling to afford a
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