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I yield back the balance of my time,
and I move the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered.

There was no objection.

The question is, Will the House, on
reconsideration, pass the bill, the ob-
jections of the President to the con-
trary notwithstanding?

Under the Constitution,
must be by the yeas and nays.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings will be postponed.

—————

MICCOSUKEE RESERVED AREA
AMENDMENTS ACT—VETO MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 2, 2026, the unfinished business is
the further consideration of the veto
message of the President on the bill
(H.R. 504) to amend the Miccosukee Re-
served Area Act to authorize the ex-
pansion of the Miccosukee Reserved
Area and to carry out activities to pro-
tect structures within the Osceola
Camp from flooding, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding?

(For veto message, see proceedings of
the House of January 2, 2026, at page

the vote

H6136.)
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.

WESTERMAN) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN),
the ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the veto message of the President of
the United States to the bill H.R. 504.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today as
President Trump has returned H.R. 504,
the Miccosukee Reserved Area Amend-
ments Act, to the House of Representa-
tives without his approval.

H.R. 504, sponsored by Representative
GIMENEZ, would amend the Miccosukee
Reserved Area Act, or MRAA, to in-
clude the Osceola Camp, a Tribal vil-
lage within the Everglades, as part of
the Miccosukee Reserved Area. It also

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

directs the Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Tribe, to safe-
guard structures within the Osceola
Camp from flooding events.

The Miccosukee Tribe is currently
located in the Greater Everglades in
southern Florida. Following Federal
recognition of the Tribe in 1962, the
Miccosukee’s northernmost villages
within what became Everglades Na-
tional Park were managed under a spe-
cial use permit until 1998, when Con-
gress placed that permit framework
with the MRAA, authorizing the
Tribe’s use of the area and noting it as
Indian Country.

The original law did not include
Osceola Camp. H.R. 504 would include
the Osceola Camp in the Miccosukee
Reserved Area and formalize a partner-
ship between the Tribe and the Federal
Government to address flooding risk in
the area.

H.R. 504 passed the House Committee
on Natural Resources in June 2025 and
the House of Representatives in July
2025.

However, I respect the President’s
views on this legislation and his com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Natural Resources Committee is
entrusted with working on behalf of In-
dian Country. While we don’t always
agree on everything, we have a long
history of bipartisan work and a shared
commitment to advancing legislation
that benefits Tribal communities. H.R.
504 is one clear example of this. It ad-
dresses longstanding challenges caused
by past Federal policies, and it is an
opportunity—I would argue, an obliga-
tion—to support the Miccosukee Tribe
in their efforts to protect their home-
lands.

President Trump has undermined
that work, vetoing this bill based on
unrelated policy disputes and a funda-
mental misunderstanding of Tribal sov-
ereignty.

H.R. 504 would expand the
Miccosukee Reserved Area to include
Osceola Camp, which would strengthen
the Tribe’s ability to self-govern and,
importantly, to address serious flood-
ing concerns facing the village. This bi-
partisan bill is narrow, targeted, and
respects Tribal sovereignty.

After reviewing the President’s state-
ment regarding his veto, it is very
clear that this decision was not limited
to the merits of the bill or to any par-
ticular policy. Instead, his statement
criticizes the Tribe for actions taken to
protect the Everglades, their home-
lands, from environmental risks. It
even takes issue with the Tribe’s oppo-
sition to his administration’s unpopu-
lar immigration policies.

Moreover, the statement reflects a
fundamental misunderstanding of Trib-
al Nations and the obligations that the
United States has to those sovereign
governments. Let me be clear: Tribes
are not special interests. They are not
seeking special treatment. They are
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sovereign nations with legal and moral
responsibilities to protect the well-
being of their citizens, their home-
lands, and the United States has a gov-
ernment-to-government responsibility
to work with them. Unrelated policy
disagreements should never be used to
undermine that relationship.

The Miccosukee Tribe has worked for
generations to protect their homelands
within the Everglades. H.R. 504 would
ensure that a historic Tribal village is
protected, while allowing for critical
restoration efforts to move forward
without displacing the community.

It is pretty straightforward. It is
noncontroversial. It was broadly uni-
versally bipartisan. It never should
have been vetoed.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 504. Vote ‘‘yes’ on over-
riding this veto. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no requests for time. I am pre-
pared to close, and I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, it is disappointing that
I must rise to support this veto over-
ride of the Miccosukee Reserved Area
Amendments Act.

It is a very commonsense bill, as our
unanimous vote in both houses of Con-
gress clearly demonstrated. It is sim-
ple. This act would absorb the Osceola
Camp into the Miccosukee Reservation
and directs the Tribe and Department
of the Interior to jointly protect the
camp from flooding.
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This work is already underway, as we
speak, but let’s address the erroneous
reasons that it was vetoed.

First, it does not appropriate or au-
thorize any new spending. The Congres-
sional Budget Office verified that.

This bill in no way bestows special
treatment, as it was alleged in the veto
message, because the site wasn’t au-
thorized when it was inhabited.

On these points, it appears the Presi-
dent’s staff gave him bad advice, bad
facts, or both.

The reality is, the Tribe came to the
Everglades after being driven from
their homes in the early 1800s. As the
Miccosukee moved to what is now Ev-
erglades National Park, they formed
temporary camps on tree islands. The
water that flows through our River of
Grass was a source of food, water, and
a means of transit.

Depot Tiger settled on a tree island
at the turn of the 20th century. Her
son, John Tiger Poole, was born there
and later helped found the Osceola
Camp. However, the construction of a
new major roadway split their camp,
and it dried up the water that they re-
lied upon, forcing the family to move
to a different part of their camp.
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Family members still live, visit, and
protect the land where Depot Tiger’s
home once stood.

None of these facts are in dispute, as
my Republican colleagues, who spon-
sored and voted for this, well know.

Protecting this land and the
Miccosukees’ ability to live there must
never be sacrificed by party politics or
revenge.

This bill was introduced by House
and Senate Republicans, backed by the
Florida delegation, and approved
unanimously. This is hardly a can-
didate for a veto.

Our Nation made a commitment to
the Miccosukee, and hundreds of other
Tribes, to protect their lands, re-
sources, and sovereignty. Congress
must stand by that commitment and
override the President’s veto.

The sanctity of Native-American
lands is something that is of the ut-
most importance to Native-American
Tribes, and all of us in this country
that represent Native-American lands
and Native Americans make a commit-
ment regularly that we are going to
help protect those rights.

Allowing this veto to stand flies in
the face of that, especially because
each of us, in both Houses of Congress,
lent our votes to this legislation. There
are times for vetoes, and I have seen
Presidents in both parties issue a veto
and then robust and healthy debate
plays out on this floor for good reason
and Members decide where they want
to land, but that is always when we
have seen a result that was mixed,
where there were people who voted
against the bill. No one voted against
this bill.

This bill is entirely noncontroversial,
and it is so narrowly focused that it
makes absolutely no sense other than
the interest in vengeance that seems to
have emanated in this result.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote to override this inappropriate and
unfortunate veto.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, to state the obvious,
this bill has nothing to do with immi-
gration. It is a very important bill,
though, about Tribal sovereignty. It is
a well-crafted bill. It is bipartisan. It is
noncontroversial. Someone in the
White House has decided to use it as a
hostage to play politics, very petty and
personal politics because of score set-
tling.

They have chosen to do that, but
that doesn’t mean that all of us have
to be used as pawns to advance that
nastiness. This veto signal sends a ter-
rible message, and it comes after a
year of uncertainty in Indian Country,
which included significant funding
cuts, workforce reductions, and a with-
draw of key executive orders that were
designed to support Tribes.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
do the right thing by the Miccosukee
Tribe and pass this veto override. Let’s
ensure that this Tribe continues to
have access to the historic Osceola
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Camp and their homelands remain pro-
tected for future generations.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
spect the administration’s views on
this legislation. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, and I move the pre-
vious question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORAN). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding?

Under the Constitution,
must be by the yeas and nays.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question will
be postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
0 1430

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FINE) at 2 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m.

the vote

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Retaining Division A of H.R. 6938;

Retaining Divisions B and C of H.R.
6938;

Passage of H.R. 6938;

Passage of H.R. 504, the objections of
the President to the contrary notwith-
standing;

Passage of H.R. 131, the objections of
the President to the contrary not with-
standing; and

Adoption of House Resolution 780.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE;
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT; AND INTERIOR AND ENVI-
RONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2026

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the order
of the House today, the unfinished
business is the vote on retaining Divi-
sion A of H.R. 6938, making consoli-

H209

dated appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes, on which the yeas and

nays were ordered.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on retaining Division A of

the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 375, nays 47,
not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 5]
YEAS—375

Adams Diaz-Balart Jackson (IL)
Aderholt Dingell Jacobs
Aguilar Doggett James
Alford Downing Jayapal
Amo Dunn (FL) Jeffries
Amodei (NV) Edwards Johnson (LA)
Ansari Elfreth Johnson (SD)
Arrington Ellzey Johnson (TX)
Auchincloss Emmer Jordan
Babin Espaillat Joyce (OH)
Bacon Estes Joyce (PA)
Balderson Evans (CO) Kamlager-Dove
Balint Evans (PA) Kaptur
Barr Ezell Kean
Barragan Fallon Keating
Barrett Fedorchak Kelly (IL)
Baumgartner Feenstra Kelly (MS)
Beatty Fields Kelly (PA)
Bell Figures Kennedy (NY)
Bentz Finstad Khanna
Bera Fischbach Kiggans (VA)
Bergman Fitzgerald Kiley (CA)
Bice Fitzpatrick Kim
Bilirakis Fleischmann Krishnamoorthi
Bishop Fletcher Kustoff
Boebert Flood LaHood
Bonamici Fong LaLota
Bost Foster Landsman
Boyle (PA) Foushee Langworthy
Bresnahan Foxx Larsen (WA)
Brown Frankel, Lois Larson (CT)
Brownley Franklin, Scott Latimer
Buchanan Friedman Latta
Budzinski Frost Lawler
Bynum Fry Lee (FL)
Calvert Fulcher Lee (NV)
Carbajal Garamendi Lee (PA)
Carey Garbarino Leger Fernandez
Carson Garcia (CA) Letlow
Carter (GA) Garcia (IL) Levin
Carter (LA) Garcia (TX) Liccardo
Carter (TX) Gillen Lieu
Casar Gimenez Lofgren
Case Golden (ME) Loudermilk
Casten Goldman (NY) Lucas
Castor (FL) Goldman (TX) Luna
Castro (TX) Gomez Luttrell
Cherfilus- Gonzales, Tony Lynch

McCormick Gonzalez, V. Mace
Chu Gooden Mackenzie
Ciscomani Goodlander Magaziner
Cisneros Gottheimer Malliotakis
Clark (MA) Graves Maloy
Clarke (NY) Gray Mann
Cleaver Green, Al (TX) Mannion
Cline Griffith Mast
Clyburn Grijalva Matsui
Cohen Grothman McBath
Cole Guest McBride
Collins Guthrie McClain
Comer Hageman McClain Delaney
Conaway Hamadeh (AZ) McClellan
Correa Harder (CA) McCollum
Costa Haridopolos McDonald Rivet
Courtney Harrigan McDowell
Craig Hayes McGarvey
Crank Hern (OK) McGovern
Crawford Hill (AR) Meclver
Crenshaw Himes Meeks
Crockett Hinson Menendez
Cuellar Horsford Meng
Davids (KS) Houchin Messmer
Davis (IL) Houlahan Meuser
Davis (NC) Hoyer Mfume
De La Cruz Hoyle (OR) Miller (OH)
Dean (PA) Hudson Miller (WV)
DeLauro Huffman Miller-Meeks
DelBene Huizenga Min
Deluzio Hurd (CO) Moolenaar
DeSaulnier Issa Moore (NC)
DesJarlais Ivey Moore (UT)
Dexter Jack Moore (WI)
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