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I think it is critical for us, as Con-
gressman JACKSON pointed out, to
make sure we recall that the advances
that have been made during the Afri-
can-American movements and efforts
have been not just African Americans,
they have been Americans across the
spectrum working together, fighting
for justice, striving together to make a
difference.

I want to make sure we continue to
do that. I will come back, and we can
discuss this more at length in the fu-
ture. It is critical for us to find a way
to move forward together because we
can’t do it alone.

Ms. MCcCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I
close with the words of Maya Angelou:
You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I rise.

A lot of our history wasn’t written
down, was erased, our files burned, our
bodies burned, our bodies twisted,
hung, shot, trod in the dirt, and still
we rose.

The Congressional Black Caucus
founded by 13 members, now 62 strong,
we will continue to ensure that our
stories, that Black history is told. Still
we rise because Black history is Amer-
ican history.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back.

———

ILLEGAL BIO LAB IN LAS VEGAS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. KILEY of
California was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.)

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to address a serious na-
tional security issue that requires the
immediate attention and immediate
action from the United States Con-
gress.

An illegal bio lab was just raided in
Las Vegas, and it is directly linked to
the secret Chinese bio lab found in
Reedley, California, in late 2022. That
lab was oozing with E. coli, HIV, ma-
laria, and other dangerous pathogens.

The lab just raided in Vegas was op-
erated by the same LLC and same Chi-
nese nationals as the one discovered in
Reedley. We know a lot about the one
discovered in Reedley because 1 re-
quested a report from the House of
Representatives, an investigation
which resulted in a report by the House
Select Committee on the Chinese Com-
munist Party.

I want to share some of the details of
that report, but I will start with its
conclusion: That no one knows whether
there are other unknown bio labs be-
cause there is no monitoring system in
place.
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Those were the words of the Select
Committee on the Chinese Communist
Party in 2023. We know there was at
least one other such lab, but we still
don’t know how many others because
the legislation, the bipartisan legisla-
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tion, that I have proposed with Rep-
resentatives COSTA and VALADAO has
not yet been passed.

Here is what we learned about this
lab that was discovered in Reedley and
that has now had a counterpart discov-
ered in Las Vegas.

It was run by an international fugi-
tive from China named Jesse Zhu.
After running various state-connected
companies in China, Zhu moved to Can-
ada where he set up dozens of corpora-
tions to steal valuable American intel-
lectual property and unlawfully trans-
fer it to China. The Supreme Court of
British Columbia found that he com-
mitted fraud on an epic scale, resulting
in a $330 million judgment.

He then fled to America, assumed an
alias, David He, and set up several
more companies, including the one be-
hind the Reedley biolab and now the
Vegas biolab.

He was indicted in 2023 and has been
in Federal custody ever since, but his
partner and other associates have not
been.

The Reedley lab was discovered in
December of 2022 when a code inspector
came upon a suspicious warehouse. In-
side, she found many Chinese nationals
wearing white lab coats, glasses,
masks, and latex gloves, along with
thousands of vials of biological sub-
stances and a thousand mice. It was
later learned that these were
transgenic mice genetically engineered
to catch and carry the COVID-19 virus.
A further inspection found blood, tis-
sue, and other bodily fluid samples and
serums, along with thousands of vials
of suspected biological material.

Some of the vials were labeled in the
names of infectious agents while others
were labeled in a code that was never
deciphered.

At first the CDC—this was during the
Biden administration—refused to in-
vestigate and even hung up on local of-
ficials who asked for help. After Rep-
resentative COSTA got involved, the
CDC did an inspection and found at
least 20 potentially infectious agents,
including HIV, tuberculosis, and the
deadliest known form of malaria. Yet,
the CDC did not bother to test any
samples, even those with unknown con-
tents, making it impossible for the se-
lect committee to fully assess the po-
tential risks that this specific facility
posed to the community. The select
committee report calls this baffling.

Later, local officials discovered a re-
frigerator in the lab labeled ‘‘Ebola.”

While the supposed purpose of the lab
was to sell test kits, in fact, all the
company did was buy counterfeit kits
from China and resell them in the
United States. Thus, the committee
found there was a lack of apparent le-
gitimate or even profit-motivated
criminal motive in the operation of the
facility.

Meanwhile, Jesse Zhu, its operator,
was receiving unexplained payments
via wire transfer from Chinese banks.

As I mentioned, the report concluded
that we don’t know if there are any
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other unknown biolabs because there is
no such monitoring system. That is
why I am calling upon the House to act
quickly to pass the bill that I have in-
troduced, along with Representatives
CosTA and VALADAO, to find any other
such labs that exist across the country
and assure that they are shut down.

The Preventing Illegal Laboratories
and Protecting Public Health Act
would address gaps in Federal law out-
lined in this Congressional report.

Specifically, it would require dis-
tributors of highly pathogenic agents
to maintain federally reviewable
logbooks of all transfers, including pur-
chaser identity and intended use for at
least 3 years. It would strengthen over-
sight by mandating Federal review of
the number, location, and risks of
high-containment labs with updated
national standards for design, con-
struction, and operation.

It would protect against foreign
threats by ensuring adversaries cannot
exploit weak U.S. oversight to estab-
lish these secret labs. It would create a
public health biosafety and biosecurity
team as a single point of contact for
State, local, Tribal, and territorial
governments when suspicious labs are
identified. It would require a feasi-
bility study on creating a centralized
national database of high-containment
labs accessible to State and local offi-
cials for biosecurity purposes.

As the city manager of Reedley, Ni-
cole Zieba, said—who was centrally in-
volved in trying to get the Federal and
State authorities to take action here—
she said: The Reedley incident high-
lighted a gap in the Nation’s biosecu-
rity. Any city around this country
could have dozens of deadly pathogens
stored next to sensitive locations and
be completely unaware of it. She said
that this proposed legislation puts us
on a path to closing that critical gap
that will help keep every American
safe from the hazards like those that
were discovered in the Reedley lab.
Now, of course, we have seen alarm-
ingly similar hazards discovered in the
Vegas lab.

I will be calling for a thorough inves-
tigation of what was discovered in Las
Vegas, and I am calling upon the House
of Representatives to move quickly to
get this bipartisan bill passed so that it
can then pass the Senate and be signed
into law.

EXTENT OF FRAUD IN CALIFORNIA

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, people across the country are right-
ly outraged by the fraud that has been
discovered in the State of Minnesota.
However, for those of us in California,
we have almost become desensitized to
it. Every time there has been an inde-
pendent audit, it seems, of any pro-
gram in California, what is discovered
is fraud on a scale that dwarfs any-
thing that was discovered in Min-
nesota.

We have already taken some action
here in Congress to rein in the fraud
that exists in California and to provide
oversight and accountability that has



February 2, 2026

been sorely lacking. But what is needed
is a comprehensive picture of just how
large the scale of this fraud might be.

That is why I am requesting that the
Government Accountability Office con-
duct a study on the scale of fraud in
California. I will read, for the record,
my letter to Comptroller General
Brown, Acting Comptroller General of
the GAO, requesting this study.

It says:

One of Congress’ most crucial duties is to
steward public funds by assuring they are
spent in accordance with the law and not si-
phoned off by criminals. Unfortunately, sev-
eral high-profile incidents of fraud in recent
years have shown the inability of some
States to adequately protect public money.
In particular, California has had difficulty
stopping fraudsters who steal benefits des-
tined for the most vulnerable among us. To
gain a greater understanding of the impact
this theft has on Californians and the Na-
tion, I am asking that the GAO conduct a
study on the amount of waste, fraud, and
abuse California has fallen victim to.

While fraud amounting to hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in Minneapolis has recently
garnered public attention, it still pales in
comparison to the fraud perpetrated in Cali-
fornia.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, LexisNexis
estimated State unemployment fraud
reached $32.6 billion. Unemployed Califor-
nians had their benefits stolen, and tax-
payers were taxed to fund criminals. The
State’s effort to aid the homeless is also rid-
dled with waste and fraud. The State auditor
examined spending on programs to reduce
homelessness between 2019 and 2024. Despite
$24 billion in spending, homelessness in-
creased by 30,000 during that period, and no
grant recipients provided metrics that dem-
onstrated any sort of progress. This prevents
the State government and the public from
knowing how money is being spent and if
specific programs are effective and worthy of
continued funding.

San Francisco nonprofit workers have been
charged with theft of public funds intended
for homeless seniors, and real estate execu-
tives in Los Angeles have been charged with
stealing $50 million from a variety of home-
less programs. Theft of public money is not
just confined to nonprofits in California.
Even an Orange County judge was convicted
of mail fraud for stealing from a workers’
compensation program.

The letter concludes:

Due to the widespread nature of theft in-
volving public money in California, we ur-
gently need more information to develop an
effective antifraud strategy.

To accomplish this, I ask the GAO to pro-
vide:

1, how much money in total was publicly
reported as lost to waste, fraud, and abuse in
California since 2016;

2, a breakdown of fraud by economic sector
such as transportation, healthcare, housing,
law enforcement;

3, who the perpetrators of fraud are;

4, what stolen funds are spent on; and,

5, using California as a case study, what
steps can the Federal Government take to
reduce the most common frauds perpetrated
against taxpayers?

This study, Mr. Speaker, will provide
information that we very much need in
order to exercise the full range of over-
sight and accountability tools we have
here in Congress to protect the tax dol-
lars of hardworking California resi-
dents.
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RECOGNIZING ROBIN TRIMBLE ON HER
RETIREMENT

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize Robin
Trimble, who is retiring as the chief
executive officer of the Rocklin Area
Chamber of Commerce, for her 20 years
of dedicated service to the Rocklin
community.

For two decades, Robin has led the
chamber with enthusiasm, strength,
and resilience. Through Robin’s exper-
tise, the Rocklin chamber was guided
through a period of growth and pros-
perity. She helped the chamber expand
its membership, started important
community programs, forged strong
partnerships that support Rocklin’s
local businesses and economy, and
built a legacy that will continue to
shape the Rocklin community for
many years to come.

Like any 20-year period, her tenure
as CEO came with its fair share of
unique challenges. One example is the
important role that she played in mini-
mizing the impact of the extraordinary
challenges that arose as a result of the
restrictions imposed during the
COVID-19 era.

Throughout her tenure, Robin has
worked tirelessly to make the dream of
business ownership a reality and a suc-
cessful path for many in the Rocklin
area. Her ongoing advocacy for Rocklin
businesses has left a meaningful mark
on our local economy.

I have had the privilege of knowing
and working with Robin since my time
in the State legislature. I have always
appreciated her professionalism, wis-
dom, kindness, and generosity that she
brought to her role as the chamber’s
chief executive officer. Robin’s vision-
ary leadership has made a lasting im-
pact on the Rocklin Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Rocklin community
at large.

Therefore, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, I join
the Rocklin community in wishing
Robin Trimble a very happy retirement
and thanking her for her 20 years of
contributions to the Rocklin business
community.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 282. An act to provide greater regional
access to the Katahdin Woods and Waters
National Monument in the State of Maine,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 51 minutes
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p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Feb-
ruary 3, 2026, at 10 a.m.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 119th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

CHRISTIAN D. MENEFEE, Eighteenth
District of Texas.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2774. A letter from the Comptroller, Of-
fice of the Comptroller of the Currency,
transmitting the Office’s 2025 Annual Report
to Congress, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 14; Feb. 18,
1875, ch. 80, Sec. 1 (as amended by Public Law
106-569, Sec. 1103(c)); (114 Stat. 3031); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

EC-2775. A letter from the Deputy Chief Fi-
nancial Officer for the Interior, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s FY 2025 Agency Financial Report,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law
101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public
Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-2776. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the report
titled ‘‘Calendar Years 2023-2024 Healthcare
Fraud Prevention Partnership Biennial Re-
port to Congress’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
1320a-7c(a)(6)(F); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title
XI, Sec. 1128C (as added by Public Law 116-
260, Sec. 124(a)); (134 Stat. 2959); jointly to
the Committees on Ways and Means and En-
ergy and Commerce.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 6536. A bill to require
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